
67

Proclamations Proc. 7002

Proclamation 7001 of May 8, 1997

Jewish Heritage Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The American Jewish community, with its rich and diverse culture, has
served as a continuous source of ethical and moral values for our great Na-
tion since its founding. The principles of Jewish heritage—family, commu-
nity, faith, and service—parallel the ideals that inspired our country’s
founders and that anchor our modern democracy.

Members of the Jewish faith have long added to America’s cultural life a
legacy of law and human compassion, a struggle for freedom and fairness,
and a love of learning and the arts. Drawing from their proud heritage, Jew-
ish citizens have made vital contributions to every sector of society, as sci-
entists and soldiers, judges and teachers, artists, entrepreneurs, and philan-
thropists.

Jewish traditions lend special meaning to the spring season. The recent
celebration of Passover commemorates the exodus of Jewish slaves from an-
cient Egypt. The observance of this religious and historical milestone also
honors the character of the Jewish people, who, despite continual hardship,
clung to their enduring faith in God and the promise of a brighter future.
The annual spring commemorations of Passover, Holocaust Memorial Day,
and Israel’s Independence are occasions for deep reflection by American
Jewry and demonstrate to all Americans the importance of remembrance,
faith, freedom, and justice.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 11 through
May 18, 1997, as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate programs and to pay tribute to American Jews
for sharing their message of hope and perseverance with all of us.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7002 of May 9, 1997

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The United States has the finest, safest transportation system in the
world—superior highways and waterways, railroads, pipelines, and air-
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ports. This system unites a diverse Nation, provides economic opportunity,
and enhances our quality of life by giving our citizens almost unrestricted
mobility.

As we approach the 21st century, we must maintain the strength and reli-
ability of this transportation system. The globalization of our economy de-
mands more efficient shipping if we are to remain competitive. The growth
in passenger traffic spurred by an expanding economy requires new and
better ways of enabling people to travel safely and conveniently. In an un-
predictable world, our transportation system must be able to quickly move
military and other equipment, humanitarian supplies, and people to meet
the demands of emergencies and natural disasters throughout the world.

All levels of government and industry are working together to ensure that
our transportation system will continue to meet these challenges in the
years to come. We must also continue to address the need for a cleaner en-
vironment and for sustainable communities, and we must ensure that trans-
portation is available for people with special needs. This effort will require
new technologies, advanced materials, improved operating practices and
logistical systems, and other innovations.

We must also strive to educate our youth in technology and transportation
issues. The Department of Transportation has launched the Garrett A. Mor-
gan Technology and Transportation Futures Program to pursue this impor-
tant goal through math, science, and technology literacy programs, private-
public education partnerships, and other initiatives. An African American,
Garrett Morgan invented the traffic signal and is recognized as the father
of our safe transportation technology program. He served as a model of
public service and as a catalyst to enhance transportation education at all
levels.

This week, Americans honor the men and women who, like Garrett Mor-
gan, have done and are doing so much to design, build, operate, and ensure
the safety of our transportation system. We salute them for their contribu-
tions to our Nation and for helping to ensure that our transportation system
remains the best in the world.

In recognition of the millions of Americans who work every day to meet
our transportation needs, the Congress, by joint resolution approved May
16, 1957 (36 U.S.C. 160), has designated the third Friday in May of each
year as ‘‘National Defense Transportation Day’’ and, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 166), declared that the week in which that
Friday falls be designated ‘‘National Transportation Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 16, 1997, as National
Defense Transportation Day and May 11 through May 17, 1997, as National
Transportation Week. I urge all Americans to observe these occasions with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, giving due recognition to the indi-
viduals and organizations that build, operate, safeguard, and maintain this
country’s modern transportation system.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7003 of May 14, 1997

National Safe Boating Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America’s scenic waterways—the beautiful lakes, magnificent rivers, and
immense oceans at our borders—are a national treasure. Some 76 million
Americans of all ages and abilities—more than one-fourth of our Nation’s
population—take to these vast resources every year to enjoy the beauty of
the outdoors, each in his or her own way. But boaters too often forget that,
besides being relaxing and fun, boating can be dangerous.

The U.S. Coast Guard’s most recent annual statistics reveal 851 fatalities re-
lated to recreational boating, a 13 percent increase from the previous year.
Tragically, 90 percent of those victims were not wearing a life jacket. Be-
cause falling overboard and capsizing are the two leading causes of all rec-
reational boating fatalities, this safety device is essential to boating safety.
Refraining from drinking alcohol is also essential to assure safe boating, as
more than half of all boating accidents involve alcohol.

Safe-boating education, which is available through a wide variety of
sources—the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, U.S. Power Squadrons, State and
local governments, and numerous private organizations—is another key to
accident prevention. Ninety percent of all boating fatalities occur on boats
whose operators had no formal boating safety instruction. By word and by
example, we must inform and educate both current and future generations
of boaters to become knowledgeable boat operators. Learn about safety
equipment and the ‘‘rules of the road.’’ Then follow a few simple rules:
wear a life jacket; never drink while boating; operate at safe speeds; and
be alert for weather changes.

By making safety the first priority and emphasizing the necessity for all
boaters, especially children, to wear life jackets, we can help to put tragic
boating accidents behind us and enjoy more fully the beauty and excite-
ment of the open water.

I commend the U.S. Coast Guard, Federal departments and agencies, States
and local governments, and the many recreational boating organizations
who are actively promoting saving lives on the water through the theme
of this year’s campaign: ‘‘Life Jackets. They Float. You Don’t.’’

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices the year-round,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as
amended, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim annually
the seven-day period prior to the Memorial Day Weekend as ‘‘National Safe
Boating Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 1997, as
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