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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 20 through July 26, 1997, as
Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to rededi-
cate ourselves to supporting the cause of human rights, liberty, peace, and
self-determination for all the peoples of the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7013 of July 24, 1997

Death of William J. Brennan, Jr.

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of William J. Brennan, Jr., former As-
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, I hereby order,
by the authority vested in me as President of the United States of America
by section 175 of title 36 of the United States Code, that the flag of the
United States shall be flown at half-staff upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the
United States and its Territories and possessions until sunset on the day
of interment. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the
same period at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and
other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels
and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7014 of July 25, 1997

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On July 27, 1953, a negotiated cease-fire brought an end to the Korean War
and to some of the most savage fighting in the history of America’s Armed
Forces. More than 54,000 Americans lost their lives, more than 103,000
were wounded, and thousands more were listed as missing in action. To

VerDate 27-FEB-98 11:38 Mar 03, 1998 Jkt 179009 PO 00000 Frm 00126 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\179009.TXT 179009-2



127

Proclamations Proc. 7014

a nation still recovering from the terrors and hardships of World War II,
this conflict was a harsh reminder that freedom still had enemies at large
in the world.

But the Korean War taught us that free nations could work together in part-
nership through the United Nations, standing firm against tyranny and in
defense of liberty. We were reminded once again of the skill, courage, and
indomitable spirit of our men and women in uniform. We learned that the
American people were tough enough and determined enough to prevail in
the long struggle of the Cold War.

Our victory in that struggle had its roots in the Korean War, and we owe
our veterans of that conflict a profound debt of gratitude. Many of them
were still scarred from the battles of World War II when they answered the
call to duty in Korea. They fought a different kind of war in an unfamiliar
land, facing a new and fiercely determined enemy. There they proved to
all the enemies of freedom, and to the world, that America’s commitment
to liberty, democracy, and human rights was not only one of words, but
also one of deeds.

Etched into the eastern wall of the Korean War Veterans Memorial in our
Nation’s Capital is the simple sentence, ‘‘Freedom Is Not Free.’’ On this day
we honor those who recognized the truth of that inscription and were will-
ing to pay freedom’s price with their own lives. We salute our men and
women in uniform who served so valiantly in the Korean War, and we re-
member with sorrow and with pride all those who never came home.

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 (36 U.S.C. 169m), has designated July
27, 1997, as ‘‘National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance
of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 27, 1997, as National Korean
War Veterans Armistice Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities that honor and give thanks to
our Nation’s distinguished Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal depart-
ments and agencies, interested groups, organizations, and individuals to fly
the American flag at half-staff on July 27, 1997, in memory of the Ameri-
cans who died as a result of their service in Korea.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 7015 of July 25, 1997

Parents’ Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
There are few experiences in life more challenging or more rewarding than
being a parent. Holding their child for the first time, parents suddenly real-
ize that they are totally responsible for this small person entrusted to their
care. On Parents’ Day, we pay tribute to these quiet heroes among us—the
mothers and fathers who make a lifetime commitment to their children.

Parents work hard to meet their children’s need for food, shelter, clothing,
and protection; but more important, they give their daughters and sons the
deep and abiding love, guidance, attention, and encouragement that em-
powers them with the values and self-esteem to succeed in life. Parents
love their children as they are, yet still help them to dream big dreams
about who they can become.

The more we learn about our children, the more we realize the importance
of good parenting. As we learned at the recent White House Conference on
Early Childhood Development and Learning, the first few years of life are
crucial to a child’s emotional, social, and intellectual development. As
their children’s first and most influential teachers, parents play an immeas-
urably important role in helping their sons and daughters grow into happy
and healthy adulthood.

The responsibilities of parenthood have become even more challenging in
today’s complex world. In many American families, both parents must
work, struggling to balance the demands of job, home, and family. This bal-
ancing act is even harder for single parents, who must face the challenge
of raising their children alone. In our mobile society, parents are often less
able to rely on an extended family to help them provide the care and atten-
tion their children need. And today’s mothers and fathers must protect
their children from the ever-present threats of drugs, gangs, guns, violence,
and unhealthy influences in the media and on the Internet.

Recognizing that good parents are the foundation of our society, my Ad-
ministration has strived for the past 4 years to give parents the help they
need to meet their responsibilities. I signed into law the Family and Medi-
cal Leave Act of 1993, and we are now proposing an expansion of that leg-
islation to allow workers up to 24 hours of unpaid leave each year to meet
family obligations. We are fighting to make our neighborhoods safer and
drug-free and to reduce juvenile crime. We have expanded and improved
Head Start to help parents prepare their young children to enter school
ready to learn, and we have created an Early Head Start Program for chil-
dren age 3 and under. We succeeded in requiring the installation of the V-
chip and in helping to develop a voluntary ratings system on television so
that parents can better protect their children from inappropriate material.
And we are working with the computer industry to provide family-friendly
controls that will give parents similar tools to use on the Internet.

As we observe Parents’ Day this year, I urge all Americans to join me in
paying tribute to the millions of mothers and fathers—biological and adop-
tive, foster parents and stepparents—whose boundless love and selfless ef-
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