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forts are building a better life for their children and for our nation. Let us
repay that love and effort by striving, in our neighborhoods, schools, busi-
nesses, community and church organizations, and in government at every
level, to help parents fulfill their awesome responsibilities and create a
brighter future for America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States and consistent with Public Law 103–
362, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 27, 1997, as Parents’ Day. I invite
the States, communities, and the people of the United States to join to-
gether in observing this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities to
honor our Nation’s parents.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7016 of July 31, 1997

To Implement an Accelerated Schedule of Duty Elimination
Under the North American Free Trade Agreement

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. On December 17, 1992, the Governments of Canada, Mexico, and the
United States of America entered into the North American Free Trade
Agreement (‘‘the NAFTA’’). The NAFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementa-
tion Act (‘‘the NAFTA Implementation Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3311(a)) and was
implemented with respect to the United States by Proclamation 6641 of De-
cember 15, 1993.

2. Section 201(b) of the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(b)) au-
thorizes the President, subject to the consultation and layover requirements
of section 103(a) of the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3313(a)), to
proclaim accelerated schedules for duty elimination that the United States
may agree to with Mexico or Canada. Consistent with Article 302(3) of the
NAFTA, I, through my duly empowered representative, on March 20, 1997,
entered into an agreement with the Government of Canada and the Govern-
ment of Mexico providing for an accelerated schedule of duty elimination
for specific goods. Consultation and layover requirements of section 103(a)
of the NAFTA Implementation Act with respect to such schedule of duty
elimination have been satisfied.

3. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the NAFTA Implementation Act, I have de-
termined that the modifications hereinafter proclaimed of duties on goods
originating in the territory of a NAFTA party are necessary or appropriate
to (i) maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutually advantageous
concessions with respect to Canada and Mexico provided for by the
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NAFTA and (ii) to carry out the agreement with Canada and Mexico pro-
viding an accelerated schedule of duty elimination for specific goods.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483) (‘‘the
Trade Act’’), authorizes the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (‘‘the HTS’’) the substance of the relevant
provisions of acts affecting import treatment, and actions thereunder, in-
cluding the removal, modification, continuance, or imposition of any rate
of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, including but not limited to section
201(b) of the NAFTA Implementation Act and section 604 of the Trade Act,
do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide for an accelerated schedule of duty elimination
for specific goods, the tariff treatment set forth in the HTS for certain
NAFTA originating goods is modified as provided in the Annex to this
proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3) The amendments made to the HTS by the Annex to this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after July 1, 1997.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 7017 of August 19, 1997

Women’s Equality Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year, on Women’s Equality Day, we reflect on how far we have trav-
eled on our journey to make America live up to the ideals of justice and
equality articulated so powerfully in the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Few constitutional amendments have
affected that progress more profoundly than the 19th, which guarantees
American women the right to vote.

Looking back from today’s vantage point, where women hold positions of
authority and responsibility at almost every level of government, it is hard
to imagine that, for almost a century and a half, women were barred from
exercising the most fundamental right of every democracy. There are
women still living among us who can remember a time when they were
prevented, by law, from having a role in shaping the destiny of their coun-
try and the impact of government on their own and their families’ lives.
But thanks to women and men of extraordinary courage and conviction,
who waged for years a determined campaign for women’s suffrage, the 19th
Amendment was ratified in August of 1920 and opened the door for gen-
erations of American women to add their vision and voices to our national
discourse.

This year, we mark another milestone in the life of our democracy: the 25th
anniversary of the enactment of Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972. Title IX, building on the spirit of the 19th Amendment, prohibits dis-
crimination against women in education and sports programs. For a quar-
ter-century, it has enabled American girls and women to make the most of
their abilities, to dream big dreams, and, more important, to achieve those
dreams. In large measure, because of the 19th Amendment and Title IX, our
Nation has reaped the rewards of women’s talents, accomplishments, wis-
dom, and perspective. In every activity and profession, in the home and
outside—as astronauts and professional athletes, as teachers and university
presidents, as farmers and firefighters, as caregivers, Cabinet members, and
Supreme Court Justices—women have made lasting contributions to the
quality of our lives and the strength of our democracy.

Today, as Americans engage in a serious and profoundly important dia-
logue on the future of our multiracial, multiethnic, multicultural society,
we do well to remember that we are all immeasurably enriched when we
choose the path of inclusion and empowerment. Women’s Equality Day
and the anniversary of Title IX remind us that by demanding an equal op-
portunity for every American, we ensure a brighter future for all Ameri-
cans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1997,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the citizens of our great Nation to
observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.
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