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Employment Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, edu-
cators, labor leaders, employers, and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs and activities that reaffirm our
determination to achieve the full integration into the work force of people
with disabilities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7032 of October 3, 1997

Fire Prevention Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Of all the disasters that confront Americans every year, few cause more loss
of life and property than fire. Across the country each day, fire threatens
our communities, our livelihoods, and our lives. Last year alone, almost
5,000 men, women, and children perished in fires, and nearly 80 percent
of these deaths occurred in homes. This tragic statistic is a call to action
for all of us, not only to remain vigilant in our efforts to prevent fires, but
also to learn how to react quickly and sensibly when fires occur.

Many people do not understand the speed at which fire can spread, the in-
tensity of its heat, or the toxic power of its smoke. Because a quick, deci-
sive response often means the difference between life and death, it is im-
portant to learn about fire, to recognize how deadly a threat it is, and to
react to it immediately. The National Fire Protection Association, in part-
nership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and our Nation’s
fire services, has selected ‘‘Know When to Go! React Fast To Fire!’’ as the
theme of this year’s Fire Prevention Week. This theme reinforces a simple
but essential element of fire safety: escape planning.

Because approximately 80 percent of last year’s fatal fires occurred in the
home, every family should develop a home escape plan. If a smoke or fire
alarm sounds, everyone must react quickly. When away from home, we
need to make it a habit to locate the nearest exit in any building we oc-
cupy. Most important, we must never reenter a burning building.

By following these basic safety rules, we can save lives and reduce the
risks to our Nation’s firefighters. Every 16 seconds, a fire department re-
sponds to a fire somewhere in the United States. Last year, thousands of
firefighters were injured, and 92 made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty. Our Nation will acknowledge the extraordinary dedication of these
valiant men and women by paying tribute to America’s career and volun-
teer firefighters on Sunday, October 5, 1997, at the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
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tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 5 through
October 11, 1997, as Fire Prevention Week. I encourage the people of the
United States to take an active role in fire prevention not only during this
week, but throughout the year. I also call upon all Americans to honor the
courageous members of our Nation’s fire and emergency services by learn-
ing about the dangers posed by fire and by preparing their friends and fam-
ily members to react immediately and safely to fires when they occur.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7033 of October 6, 1997

Child Health Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For children, childhood seems to last forever; but for adults—particularly
for those of us who are parents—it passes in the blink of an eye. The little
girl smiling at us from her tricycle and the little boy running to catch the
school bus will soon be driving away to their first jobs. One of the greatest
gifts we can offer our children while they are still in our care is a healthy
start in life.

We are making tremendous progress as a nation in helping more children
get that healthy start. This year I signed into law historic legislation to ex-
tend health care coverage to millions of uninsured children. This $24 bil-
lion initiative over 5 years is the largest investment in children’s health
since the creation of Medicaid in 1965. On October 1, the Federal Govern-
ment and the States began a partnership to help provide meaningful health
insurance to children whose families earn too much for Medicaid but too
little to afford private coverage.

This new initiative will take an enormous step toward improving the
health of our Nation’s children. In 1995, approximately 10 million of them
were not covered by health insurance, and they were either ineligible for
or not enrolled in publicly financed medical assistance programs. Last year,
another 800,000 uninsured children joined their ranks. These children are
less likely to receive the primary care services they need to maintain good
health, and they are at risk of receiving lower quality care. Too often they
become trapped in a tragic downward spiral—poor health keeps them out
of school, keeps them from pursuing their studies with energy and enthu-
siasm, and often keeps them from acquiring the knowledge and self-esteem
they need to reach their full potential. With this new children’s health ini-
tiative, we can provide millions of children the coverage they need to grow
up healthy and strong.

We are making progress in other areas, as well. Thanks to advances in med-
ical research and our increasing knowledge about prevention and the im-
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