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founded by men and women in search of religious liberty. William Penn
invited a group of German Mennonites to Pennsylvania, which was to re-
main a center of German settlement during the Colonial period. Other Ger-
man communities were founded in New Jersey and New York, as well as
in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, the Carolinas, and Georgia. In the 19th
century, German pioneers began to settle in the Midwest and West, and
today a quarter of our Nation’s population can trace its ancestry to German
origins.

Germans and German Americans have profoundly influenced every facet of
American life. Great soldiers, such as General Baron von Steuben in our
Revolutionary War and General Norman Schwarzkopf in the Gulf War,
have fought to preserve our freedom and defend America’s interests. Sci-
entists such as Albert Einstein and Wernher von Braun have immeasurably
broadened our horizons, as have artists like Albert Bierstadt, Josef Albers,
Ernestine Schumann-Heink, Lillian Blauvelt, and Paul Hindemith. And
generations of German Americans, with their energy, creativity, and strong
work ethic, have enriched the economic and commercial life of the United
States. All Americans have benefited greatly from the labor, leadership, tal-
ents, and vision of Germans and German Americans, and it is fitting that
we set aside this special day to acknowledge their many contributions to
our liberty, culture, and democracy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday, October
6, 1997, as German-American Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize
and celebrate the many gifts that millions of people of German ancestry
have brought to our national life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7035 of October 9, 1997

Leif Erikson Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Americans have always been a people marked by a spirit of discovery. Gen-
erations of American explorers and pioneers have pushed against the
boundaries of the known world, eager to see what lies beyond the next ho-
rizon. We come by that spirit naturally, for millions of us are descended
from men and women of courage, vision, and independence who left their
native lands to seek new possibilities in a new world.

One of the earliest of these was Leif Erikson. Almost a thousand years ago,
braving the cold and unforgiving North Atlantic, he set out on a voyage
that would ultimately bring him to this continent and a lasting place in his-
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tory. But Leif Erikson is more than a symbol of the pioneer spirit. He is
also a powerful reminder of the long and proud history of the sons and
daughters of Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Finland who en-
dured the hardships of the American frontier to build a new life for them-
selves and their families. These immigrants from the Nordic countries, and
their descendants, have contributed immeasurably to America’s strength,
character, prosperity, and independent spirit.

Today, the people of Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Finland are
our partners in building a new Europe. Committed to democracy and self-
determination, they have always reached out to those struggling for free-
dom and equality. We are proud to join them in fostering the integration
of the Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania into the Western
family of nations. We also look forward to joining our Nordic friends in
celebrating in the year 2000 the millennial anniversary of Leif Erikson’s
momentous voyage to our shores. It is fitting that we should pay special
tribute to Leif Erikson—son of Iceland, grandson of Norway—as we begin
our own uncharted journey of discovery into the new millennium that
stretches before us.

In honor of Leif Erikson and of our Nordic-American heritage, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved on September 2, 1964 (Public Law 88–
566), has authorized and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of
each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1997, as Leif Erikson Day.
I encourage the people of the United States to observe this occasion with
appropriate ceremonies and activities commemorating our rich Nordic-
American heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7036 of October 9, 1997

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
In times of peace and at moments of great crisis, America has been blessed
with the steadfast support of friends from other nations. Few have proved
their friendship with more courage and generosity than Casimir Pulaski,
who paid for America’s independence with his own life.

As a son of Poland, Pulaski knew well the desire for freedom and self-de-
termination. He fought bravely beside his father and brothers in his native
land, defending Poland from the aggression of neighboring empires with
such skill and valor that he was known throughout Europe for his military
exploits. Ultimately outnumbered by opposing forces, he escaped to
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