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have completed their service and returned to civilian life, we owe the op-
portunity for a good education, a good job, and the chance to buy a home.
For those who have suffered injury or illness in service to America, we
must provide relief, quality health care, and the opportunity to live out
their dreams. To the families of those still missing, we owe the fullest pos-
sible accounting and every effort to determine the fate of their loved ones.
And to those who have died for us and for our country, whether here at
home or on some foreign battlefield, we owe our lasting respect and the
pledge to meet America’s future challenges with the same valor and gener-
osity that infused their sacrifice.

In recognition of and gratitude for the contributions of those who have
served in our Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a))
that November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, November 11, 1997, as
Veterans Day. I urge all Americans to acknowledge the courage and sac-
rifice of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private
prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of
the United States and to encourage and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of wor-
ship, schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this national
observance with suitable commemorative expressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7051 of November 20, 1997

National Great American Smokeout Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For 21 years, this special day has been devoted to communicating a simple
message: if you smoke, you need to quit—for life. Smoking is the largest
cause of preventable death in this country, eventually killing one of every
two people who continue to smoke. Every day, 3,000 adolescents in Amer-
ica smoke their first cigarette, taking the first step to becoming regular
smokers, and one-third of these new smokers will eventually die of to-
bacco-related diseases. Each of these devastating statistics represents a per-
sonal tragedy, needless suffering, and irreparable loss.

Because most smokers—more than 80 percent of them—begin smoking be-
fore their 18th birthday, my Administration is working hard to reach chil-
dren before they decide to start. Last year, I announced tough measures to
limit children’s access to tobacco products and to reduce their appeal to
young people. Now we are working with the Congress, the public health
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community, State attorneys general across the country, and other interested
organizations to develop and pass comprehensive national legislation to re-
duce teen smoking significantly.

Such legislation must set ambitious targets to cut teen smoking rates and
stiff financial penalties to help ensure that tobacco companies meet those
targets. To counteract the pervasive influence of cigarette and smokeless to-
bacco advertising and promotion, we must mount a nationwide effort to
strip tobacco of its allure, warning our young people of its addictive nature
and deadly consequences and helping parents discourage their children
from ever taking up the habit. The Food and Drug Administration must
have full authority to see to it that industry develops less addictive, re-
duced-risk products. And we must strengthen and expand our current ef-
forts to limit the advertising of tobacco to children and restrict young peo-
ple’s access to tobacco products.

The Great American Smokeout offers all Americans, smokers and non-
smokers alike, an invaluable opportunity to show our young people how
much we care about them and how much their good health means to us.
I urge the almost 48 million adult Americans and 4 million of our young
people who still smoke to set an example of strength and determination by
quitting for the day and, ultimately, for life. I encourage students across the
Nation to participate in Smokeout activities designed to teach them about
the dangers of smoking. I ask all Americans to renew their commitment to
a smoke-free environment for themselves and for our children. If we can
accomplish these goals today, we can do so every day, creating a better,
healthier future for us all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 20, 1997,
as National Great American Smokeout Day. I call upon all Americans to
join together in an effort to educate our children about the dangers of to-
bacco use, and I urge both smokers and nonsmokers to take this oppor-
tunity to begin healthier lifestyles that set a positive example for young
people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7052 of November 21, 1997

Thanksgiving Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Another year has passed on our American journey. The seasons have com-
pleted another cycle, and it is harvest time in America. Once again, mil-
lions of us will gather with family and friends to give thanks to God for
the many blessings that He has bestowed upon us.
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