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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 855.1 Policy.

The Air Force establishes and uses
its airfields to support the scope and
level of operations necessary to carry
out missions worldwide. The Congress
funds airfields in response to Air Force
requirements, but also specifies that
civil aviation access is a national pri-
ority to be accommodated when it does
not jeopardize an installation’s mili-
tary utility. The Air Force engages in
dialogue with the civil aviation com-
munity and the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to ensure mutual under-
standing of long-term needs for the na-
tional air transportation system and
programmed military force structure
requirements. To implement the na-
tional policy and to respond to re-
quests for access, the Air Force must
have policies that balance such re-
quests with military needs. Civil air-
craft access to Air Force airfields on
foreign territory requires host nation
approval.

(a) The Air Force will manage two
programs that are generally used to
grant civil aircraft access to its air-
fields: civil aircraft landing permits
and joint-use agreements. Other ar-
rangements for access will be nego-
tiated as required for specific purposes.

(1) Normally, landing permits will be
issued only for civil aircraft operating
in support of official Government busi-
ness. Other types of use may be author-
ized if justified by exceptional cir-
cumstances. Access will be granted on
an equitable basis.

(2) The Air Force will consider only
proposals for joint use that do not com-
promise operations, security, readi-
ness, safety, environment, and quality
of life. Further, only proposals submit-
ted by authorized local Government
representatives eligible to sponsor a
public airport will be given the com-
prehensive evaluation required to con-
clude a joint-use agreement.

(3) Any aircraft operator with an
inflight emergency may land at any
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