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not relevant or necessary to accom-
plish the Department function for
which the record was provided or is
maintained. In either case, the subject
individual will be informed in writing
of the correction, amendment, or dele-
tion and, if accounting was made of
prior disclosures of the record, all pre-
vious recipients of the record will be
informed of the corrective action
taken.

(d) If the responsible Department of-
ficial does not agree that the record
should be corrected or amended, the
subject individual will be informed in
writing of the refusal to correct or
amend the record. He will also be in-
formed that he may appeal the refusal
to correct or amend his record § 5b.8 of
this part.

(e) Requests to correct or amend a
record governed by the regulation of
another government agency, e.g., Office
of Personnel Management, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, will be forwarded
to such government agency for process-
ing and the subject individual will be
informed in writing of the referral.

§ 5b.8 Appeals of refusals to correct or
amend records.

(a) Processing the appeal. (1) A subject
individual who disagrees with a refusal
to correct or amend his record may ap-
peal the refusal in writing. All appeals
shall be made to the Secretary.

(2) An appeal will be completed with-
in 30 working days from its receipt by
the appeal authority; except that, the
appeal authority may for good cause
extend this period for an additional 30
days. Should the appeal period be ex-
tended, the subject individual appeal-
ing the refusal to correct or amend the
record will be informed in writing of
the extension and the circumstances of
the delay. The subject individual’s re-
quest to amend or correct the record,
the responsible Department official’s
refusal to correct or amend, and any
other pertinent material relating to
the appeal will be reviewed. No hearing
will be held.

(3) If the appeal authority agrees
that the record subject to the appeal
should be corrected or amended, the
record will be amended and the subject
individual will be informed in writing
of the correction or amendment. Where

an accounting was made of prior disclo-
sures of the record, all previous recipi-
ents of the record will be informed of
the corrective action taken.

(4) If the appeal is denied, the subject
individual will be informed in writing:

(i) Of the denial and the reasons for
the denial;

(ii) That he has a right to seek judi-
cial review of the denial; and,

(iii) That he may submit to the re-
sponsible Department official a concise
statement of disagreement to be asso-
ciated with the disputed record and dis-
closed whenever the record is disclosed.

(b) Notation and disclosure of disputed
records. Whenever a subject individual
submits a statement of disagreement
to the responsible Department official
in accordance with paragraph (a)(4)(iii)
of this section, the record will be noted
to indicate that it is disputed. In any
subsequent disclosure, a copy of the
subject individual’s statement of dis-
agreement, will be disclosed with the
record. If the responsible Department
official deems it appropriate, a concise
statement of the appeal authority’s
reasons for denying the subject individ-
ual’s appeal may also be disclosed with
the record. While the subject individ-
ual will have access to this statement
of reasons, such statement will not be
subject to correction or amendment.
Where an accounting was made of prior
disclosures of the record, all previous
recipients of the record will be pro-
vided a copy of the subject individual’s
statement of disagreement, as well as
the statement, if any, of the appeal
authority’s reasons for denying the
subject individual’s appeal.

§ 5b.9 Disclosure of records.
(a) Consent to disclosure by a subject

individual. (1) Except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section authoriz-
ing disclosures of records without con-
sent, no disclosure of a record will be
made without the consent of the sub-
ject individual. In each case the con-
sent, whether obtained from the sub-
ject individual at the request of the De-
partment or whether provided to the
Department by the subject individual
on his own initiative, shall be in writ-
ing. The consent shall specify the indi-
vidual, organizational unit or class of
individuals or organizational units to
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whom the record may be disclosed,
which record may be disclosed and,
where applicable, during which time
frame the record may be disclosed (e.g.,
during the school year, while the sub-
ject individual is out of the country,
whenever the subject individual is re-
ceiving specific services). A blanket
consent to disclose all of a subject indi-
vidual’s records to unspecified individ-
uals or organizational units will not be
honored. The subject individual’s iden-
tity and, where applicable (e.g., where a
subject individual gives consent to dis-
closure of a record to a specific individ-
ual), the identity of the individual to
whom the record is to be disclosed
shall be verified.

(2) A parent or guardian of any minor
is not authorized to give consent to a
disclosure of the minor’s medical
record.

(b) Disclosures without the consent of
the subject individual. The disclosures
listed in this paragraph may be made
without the consent of the subject indi-
vidual. Such disclosures are:

(1) To those officers and employees of
the Department who have a need for
the record in the performance of their
duties. The responsible Department of-
ficial may upon request of any officer
or employee, or on his own initiative,
determine what constitutes legitimate
need.

(2) Required to be disclosed under the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.
552, and part 5 of this title.

(3) For a routine use as defined in
paragraph (j) of § 5b.1. Routine uses will
be listed in any notice of a system of
records. Routine uses published in Ap-
pendix B are applicable to more than
one system of records. Where applica-
ble, notices of systems of records may
contain references to the routine uses
listed in Appendix B. Appendix B will
be published with any compendium of
notices of systems of records.

(4) To the Bureau of the Census for
purposes of planning or carrying out a
census or survey or related activity
pursuant to the provisions of title 13
U.S.C.

(5) To a recipient who has provided
the agency with advance written assur-
ance that the record will be used solely
as a statistical research or reporting
record; Provided, That, the record is

transferred in a form that does not
identify the subject individ- ual.

(6) To the National Archives of the
United States as a record which has
sufficient historical or other value to
warrant its continued preservation by
the United States Government, or for
evaluation by the Administrator of
General Services or his designee to de-
termine whether the record has such
value.

(7) To another government agency or
to an instrumentality of any govern-
mental jurisdiction within or under the
control of the United States for a civil
or criminal law enforcement activity if
the activity is authorized by law, and if
the head of such government agency or
instrumentality has submitted a writ-
ten request to the Department specify-
ing the record desired and the law en-
forcement activity for which the record
is sought.

(8) To an individual pursuant to a
showing of compelling circumstances
affecting the health or safety of any in-
dividual if a notice of the disclosure is
transmitted to the last known address
of the subject individual.

(9) To either House of Congress, or to
the extent of matter within its juris-
diction, any committee or subcommit-
tee thereof, any joint committee of
Congress or subcommittee of any such
joint committee.

(10) To the Comptroller General, or
any of the Comptroller General’s au-
thorized representatives, in the course
of the performance of the duties of the
General Accounting Office.

(11) Pursuant to the order of a court
of competent jurisdiction.

(c) Accounting of disclosures. (1) An ac-
counting of all disclosures of a record
will be made and maintained by the
Department for 5 years or for the life of
the record, whichever is longer; except
that, such an accounting will not be
made:

(i) For disclosures under paragraphs
(b) (1) and (2) of this section; and,

(ii) For disclosures made with the
written consent of the subject individ-
ual.

(2) The accounting will include:
(i) The date, nature, and purpose of

each disclosure; and
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(ii) The name and address of the per-
son or entity to whom the disclosure is
made.

(3) Any subject individual may re-
quest access to an accounting of disclo-
sures of a record. The subject individ-
ual shall make a request for access to
an accounting in accordance with the
procedures in § 5b.5 of this part. A sub-
ject individual will be granted access
to an accounting of the disclosures of a
record in accordance with the proce-
dures of this part which govern access
to the related record. Access to an ac-
counting of a disclosure of a record
made under paragraph (b)(7) of this sec-
tion may be granted at the discretion
of the responsible Department official.

§ 5b.10 Parents and guardians.
For the purpose of this part, a parent

or guardian of any minor or the legal
guardian or any individual who has
been declared incompetent due to phys-
ical or mental incapacity or age by a
court of competent jurisdiction is au-
thorized to act on behalf of an individ-
ual or a subject individual. Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(2) of § 5b.5, of
this part governing procedures for veri-
fying an individual’s identity, an indi-
vidual authorized to act on behalf of a
minor or legal incompetent will be
viewed as if he were the individual or
subject individual.

§ 5b.11 Exempt systems.
(a) General policy. The Act permits an

agency to exempt certain types of sys-
tems of records from some of the Act’s
requirements. It is the policy of the
Department to exercise authority to
exempt systems of records only in com-
pelling cases.

(b) Specific systems of records exempted
under (j)(2). The Department exempts
the Investigative Files of the Inspector
General ED/OIG (18–10–0001) system of
records from the following provisions
of 5 U.S.C. 552a and this part:

(1) 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3) and § 5b.9(a)(1)
and (c)(3) of this part, regarding access
to an accounting of disclosures of a
record.

(2) 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(4) and §§ 5b.7(c) and
5b.8(b) of this part, regarding notifica-
tion to outside parties and agencies of
correction or notation of dispute made
in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552a(d).

(3) 5 U.S.C. 552a(d) (1) through (4) and
(f) and §§ 5b.5(a)(1) and (c), 5b.7, and 5b.8
of this part, regarding notification or
access to records and correction or
amendment of records.

(4) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(1) and § 5b.4(a)(1) of
this part, regarding maintaining only
relevant and necessary information.

(5) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(2) and § 5b.4(a)(2) of
this part, regarding collection of infor-
mation from the subject individual.

(6) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(3) and § 5b.4(a)(3) of
this part, regarding notice to individ-
uals asked to provide information to
the Department.

(7) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(4) (G), (H), and (I),
regarding inclusion of information in
the system notice about procedures for
notification, access, correction, and
source of records.

(8) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(5), regarding main-
taining records with requisite accu-
racy, relevance, timeliness, and com-
pleteness.

(9) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(8), regarding serv-
ice of notice on subject individual if a
record is made available under compul-
sory legal process if that process be-
comes a matter of public record.

(10) 5 U.S.C. 552a(g), regarding civil
remedies for violation of the Privacy
Act.

(c) Specific systems of records exempted
under (k)(2). (1) The Department ex-
empts the Investigative Files of the In-
spector General ED/OIG (18–10–0001)
from the following provisions of 5
U.S.C. 552a and this part to the extent
that the system of records consists of
investigatory material compiled for
law enforcement purposes:

(i) 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3) and § 5b.9(c)(3) of
this part, regarding access to an ac-
counting of disclosures of records.

(ii) 5 U.S.C. 552a(d) (1) through (4) and
(f) and §§ 5b.5(a)(1) and (c), 5b.7, and 5b.8
of this part, regarding notification of
and access to records and correction or
amendment of records.

(iii) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(1) and § 5b.4(a)(1)
of this part, regarding the requirement
to maintain only relevant and nec-
essary information.

(iv) 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(4) (G), (H), and
(I), regarding inclusion of information
in the system notice about procedures
for notification, access, correction, and
source of records.
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