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34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–98 Edition)§ 309.10

or language impairments, visual im-
pairments including blindness, serious
emotional disturbance, orthopedic im-
pairments, autism, traumatic brain in-
jury, other health impairments, or spe-
cific learning disabilities; and

(ii) Who, because of those impair-
ments, need special education and re-
lated services.

(2) The term includes infants and tod-
dlers, birth through age two, who need
early intervention services because
they—

(i) Are experiencing developmental
delays, as measured by appropriate di-
agnostic instruments and procedures,
in one or more of the following areas:
Cognitive development, physical devel-
opment including vision and hearing,
language and speech development, psy-
chosocial development, or self-help
skills, or

(ii) Have a diagnosed physical or
mental condition that has a high prob-
ability of resulting in developmental
delay.

(3) The term also includes individuals
from birth through age two who are at
risk of having substantial develop-
mental delays if early intervention
services are not provided.

(4) For children aged three to five, in-
clusive, the term may, at a State’s dis-
cretion, include children—

(i) Who are experiencing develop-
mental delays, as defined by the State
and as measured by appropriate diag-
nostic instruments and procedures, in
one or more of the following areas;
Physical development, cognitive devel-
opment, communication development,
social or emotional development, or
adaptive development; and

(ii) Who, for that reason, need special
education and related services.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(a)(1); 20 U.S.C.
1423(a)(1); 20 U.S.C. 1472(1))

[52 FR 29817, Aug. 11, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 54691, Oct. 22, 1991; 57 FR 28965, June 29,
1992]

Supart B—How Does One Apply
for an Award?

§ 309.10 What separate applications
must an applicant submit?

Applicants for assistance under this
part must submit a separate applica-

tion for each activity in § 309.3 that is
announced for competition.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1423)

§ 309.11 How does the Secretary select
and announce funding priorities
under the program?

The Secretary may establish as a pri-
ority any activity in § 309.3.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1423)

Subpart C—How Does the
Secretary Make an Award?

§ 309.20 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an application?

(a) The Secretary evaluates an appli-
cation under this part on the basis of
the criteria in § 309.21.

(b) The Secretary awards up 100
points for these criteria.

(c) The maximum possible score for
each criterion is indicated in paren-
theses.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1423)

§ 309.21 What selection criteria does
the Secretary use?

The Secretary uses the following cri-
teria to evaluate applications unless,
with regard to training projects, he de-
termines that the selection criteria in
34 CFR part 318 are more appropriate:

(a) Importance. (15 points) (1) The Sec-
retary reviews each application to de-
termine the extent to which the pro-
posed project addresses concerns in
light of the purposes of this part.

(2) The Secretary considers—
(i) The significance of the problem or

issue to be addressed;
(ii) The extent to which the project is

based on previous research findings re-
lated to the problem or issue;

(iii) The numbers of individuals who
will benefit; and

(iv) How the project wil address the
identified problem or issue.

(b) Impact. (15 points) (1) The Sec-
retary reviews each application to de-
termine the probable impact of the
proposed project in meeting the needs
of children with disabilities, birth
through age eight, and their families.

(2) The Secretary considers—
(i) The contribution that project

findings or products will make to cur-
rent knowledge and practice;
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