
173

Off. of Spec. Educ. and Rehab. Services, Education § 316.20

Subpart B—What Activities Does
the Secretary Assist Under This
Program?

§ 316.10 What activities may the Sec-
retary fund?

(a) Parent training and information
centers assisted under § 316.3(a) must
assist parents to—

(1) Better understand the nature and
needs of the disabling conditions of
their children with disabilities;

(2) Provide follow-up support for the
educational programs of their children
with disabilities;

(3) Communicate more effectively
with special and regular educators, ad-
ministrators, related services person-
nel, and other relevant professionals;

(4) Participate fully in educational
decisionmaking processes, including
the development of the individualized
education program, for a child with a
disability;

(5) Obtain information about the
range of options, programs, services,
and resources available at the national,
State, and local levels to children with
disabilities and their families; and

(6) Understand the provisions for edu-
cating children with disabilities under
the Act.

(b) Experimental urban centers under
§ 316.3(b) must serve large numbers of
parents of children with disabilities lo-
cated in high density areas, and experi-
mental rural centers under § 316.3(b)
must serve large numbers of parents of
children with disabilities located in
rural areas. The centers may focus on
particular aspects of parent training
and information services, including but
not limited to those activities required
under § 316.10(a). Experimental projects
may include a planning and develop-
ment phase.

(1) Experimental urban centers may
concentrate on neighborhoods within a
city or focus on specific unserved
groups. They may serve an entire city
or concentrate on a specific area or
ethnic group within a city.

(2) Experimental rural centers may
serve a large, sparsely populated area.
Projects may identify specific meth-
ods, including use of technology and
telecommunications, to reach these
parents.

(c) The technical assistance to parent
programs under § 316.3(c) includes tech-
nical assistance for establishing, devel-
oping, and coordinating parent train-
ing and information programs. Activi-
ties must include, but are not limited
to, the following:

(1) Determining national needs and
identifying unserved regions and popu-
lations.

(2) Identifying the specific technical
assistance needs of individual centers.

(3) Developing programs in unserved
areas.

(4) Conducting annual meetings at
national and regional levels.

(5) Identifying and coordinating na-
tional activities to serve parents of
children with disabilities. This may in-
clude conferences, publications, and
maintenance of documents and data
relevant to parent programs.

(6) Dissemination of information
through media, newsletters, comput-
ers, and written documentation.

(7) Cooperative activities with other
projects and organizations on common
goals.

(8) Evaluation, including determina-
tion of the impact of technical assist-
ance activities, and evaluation assist-
ance to centers.

(9) Management assistance to cen-
ters.

(10) Involvement of parent programs
and the Department in identifying one
or more substantive specialization
areas.

(11) Acting as a resource to parent
training programs in identified spe-
cialization areas such as transition,
supported employment, early child-
hood, integration, and technology.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

Subpart C—How Does the
Secretary Make an Award?

§ 316.20 What are the requirements for
applicants?

(a) Applicants for awards for parent
centers and experimental centers under
§ 316.3 (a) and (b) shall demonstrate the
capacity and expertise to conduct the
authorized training and information
activities effectively, and to network
with clearinghouses, including those
authorized under section 633 of the Act,
other organizations and agencies, and
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other established national, State, and
local parent groups representing the
full range of parents of children with
disabilities—especially parents of mi-
nority children.

(b) In order to assure that awards for
parent centers under § 316.3(a) serve
parents of minority children with dis-
abilities (including parents served pur-
suant to § 316.33) representative to the
proportion of the minority population
in the areas being served, applicants
for awards shall identify with specific-
ity the special efforts that will be un-
dertaken to involve those parents, in-
cluding efforts to work with commu-
nity-based and cultural organizations
and the specification of supplementary
aids, services, and supports that will be
made available. Applicants shall also
specify budgetary items earmarked to
accomplish these efforts.

(c) Applicants for awards for experi-
mental urban centers shall provide a
rationale for their project and dem-
onstrate a capability to serve the par-
ents they have identified and targeted
for services.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0028)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

§ 316.21 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an application?

(a) The Secretary evaluates an appli-
cation on the basis of the criteria in
§§ 316.22 and 316.23.

(b) The Secretary awards up to 100
points for these criteria.

(c) The maximum possible score for
each criterion is indicated in paren-
theses.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0028)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

§ 316.22 What selection criteria does
the Secretary use to evaluate appli-
cations for parent centers and ex-
perimental centers?

The Secretary uses the following cri-
teria to evaluate applications for par-
ent centers and experimental centers:

(a) Extent of present and projected
need. (15 points) The Secretary reviews
each application to determine the ex-
tent to which the project makes an im-

pact on parent training and informa-
tion needs, consistent with the pur-
poses of the Act, including consider-
ation of the impact on—

(1) The present and projected needs in
the applicant’s geographic area for
trained parents;

(2) The present and projected train-
ing and information needs for person-
nel to work with parents of children
with disabilities; and

(3) Parents of minority infants, tod-
dlers, children, and youth with disabil-
ities.

(b) Anticipated project results. (25
points) The Secretary reviews each ap-
plication to determine the extent to
which the project will assist parents
to—

(1) Better understand the nature and
needs of the disabling conditions of
their children with disabilities;

(2) Provide follow-up support for the
educational programs of their children
with disabilities;

(3) Communicate more effectively
with special and regular educators, ad-
ministrators, related services person-
nel, and other relevant professionals;

(4) Participate fully in educational
decision-making processes, including
the development of the individualized
educational program, for a child with a
disability;

(5) Obtain information about the
range of options, programs, services,
and resources available at the national,
State, and local levels to children with
disabilities and their families; and

(6) Understand the provisions for edu-
cating children with disabilities under
the Act.

(c) Plan of operation. (20 points) The
Secretary reviews each application to
determine the quality of the plan of op-
eration for the project, including—

(1) High quality in the design of the
project;

(2) An effective management plan
that ensures proper and efficient ad-
ministration of the project;

(3) How the objectives of the project
relate to the purpose of the program;

(4) The way the applicant plans to
use its resources and personnel to
achieve each objective; and

(5) How the applicant addresses the
needs of parents of minority infants,
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toddlers, children, and youth with dis-
abilities.

(d) Evaluation plan. (15 points) The
Secretary reviews each application to
determine the quality of the evaluation
plan for the project, including the ex-
tent to which the applicant’s methods
of evaluation—

(1) Are appropriate for the project;
(2) To the extent possible, are objec-

tive and produce data that are quan-
tifiable (See 34 CFR 75.590, Evaluation
by the grantee.); and

(3) Provide the data required for the
annual report to Congress. (See 20
U.S.C. 1434 (a)(3) and (b))

(e) Quality of key personnel. (15 points)
The Secretary reviews each application
to determine the quality of the key
personnel the applicant plans to use in
the project, including—

(1) The qualifications of the project
director;

(2) The qualifications of each of the
other key personnel to be used on the
project;

(3) The time each of the key person-
nel plans to commit to the project;

(4) How the applicant, as a part of its
nondiscriminatory practices, will en-
sure that its personnel are selected for
employment without regard to race,
color, national origin, gender, age, or
disability; and

(5) Evidence of the applicant’s past
experience in the fields relating to the
objectives of the project.

(f) Budget and cost-effectiveness. (10
points) The Secretary reviews each ap-
plication to determine the extent to
which—

(1) The budget for the project is ade-
quate to support the project activities;
and

(2) Costs are reasonable in relation to
the objectives of the project.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0028)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

§ 316.23 What selection criteria does
the Secretary use to evaluate appli-
cations for technical assistance ac-
tivities?

The Secretary uses the following cri-
teria to evaluate applications for tech-
nical assistance activities:

(a) Plan of operation. (25 points) The
Secretary reviews each application to
determine the quality of the plan of op-
eration for the project, including—

(1) High quality in the design of the
project;

(2) An effective plan of management
that ensures proper and efficient ad-
ministration of the project;

(3) A clear description of how the ob-
jectives of the project relate to the
purpose of the program; and

(4) The way the applicant plans to
use its resources and personnel to
achieve each objective.

(b) Project content. (20 points) The
Secretary reviews each application to
determine—

(1) The project’s potential for na-
tional significance, its potential for ef-
fectiveness, and the quality of its plan
for dissemination of the results of the
project;

(2) The extent to which substantive
content and organization of the
project—

(i) Are appropriate for the attain-
ment of knowledge that is necessary
for the provision of quality educational
and early intervention services to in-
fants, toddlers, children, and youth
with disabilities; and

(ii) Demonstrate an awareness of rel-
evant methods, procedures, techniques,
technology, and instructional media or
materials that can be used in the devel-
opment of a model to assist parents of
infants, toddlers, children, and youth
with disabilities; and

(3) The extent to which project phi-
losophy, objectives, and activities are
related to the educational or early
intervention needs of infants, toddlers,
children, and youth with disabilities.

(c) Applicant experience and ability. (15
points) The Secretary looks for infor-
mation that shows the applicant’s—

(1) Experience and training in fields
related to the objectives of the project;

(2) National experience relevant to
performance of the functions supported
by the project;

(3) Ability to conduct the proposed
project;

(4) Ability to communicate with in-
tended consumers of information; and

(5) Ability to maintain necessary
communication and coordination with
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other relevant projects, agencies, and
organizations.

(d) Quality of key personnel. (10
points) The Secretary reviews each ap-
plication to determine the quality of
the key personnel the applicant plans
to use in the project, including—

(1) The qualifications of the project
director;

(2) The qualifications of each of the
other key personnel to be used in the
project;

(3) The time that each of the key per-
sonnel plans to commit to the project;

(4) How the applicant, as a part of its
nondiscriminatory employment prac-
tices, will ensure that its personnel are
selected for employment without re-
gard to race, color, national origin,
gender, age, or disability; and

(5) Evidence of the key personnel’s
past experience and training in fields
related to the objectives of the project.

(e) Evaluation plan. (15 points) The
Secretary reviews each application to
determine the quality of the evaluation
plan for the project, including the ex-
tent to which the applicant’s methods
of evaluation—

(1) Are appropriate for the project;
and

(2) To the extent possible, are objec-
tive and produce data that are quan-
tifiable. (See 34 CFR 75.590, Evaluation
by the grantee.)

(f) Adequacy of resources. (5 points)
The Secretary reviews each application
to determine the adequacy of the re-
sources that the applicant plans to de-
vote to the project, including facilities,
equipment, and supplies.

(g) Budget and cost effectiveness. (10
points) The Secretary reviews each ap-
plication to determine the extent to
which—

(1) The budget is adequate to support
the project; and

(2) Costs are reasonable in relation to
the objectives of the project.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0028)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

§ 316.24 What additional factors does
the Secretary consider?

In addition to the criteria in § 316.22,
the Secretary considers the following
factors in making an award:

(a) Geographic distribution. In select-
ing projects for awards for parent cen-
ters under § 316.3(a), the Secretary en-
sures that, to the greatest extent pos-
sible, awards are distributed geographi-
cally, on a State or regional basis,
throughout all the States and serve
parents of children with disabilities in
both urban and rural areas.

(b) Unserved areas. In selecting
projects for parent centers under
§ 316.3(a) and experimental centers
under § 316.3(b), the Secretary gives pri-
ority to applications that propose to
serve unserved areas.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

Subpart D—What Conditions Must
a Grantee Meet?

§ 316.30 What types of services are re-
quired?

(a) Parent centers and experimental
centers must be designed to meet the
unique training and information needs
of parents of children with disabilities
who live in the areas to be served by
the project, particularly those who are
members of groups that have been tra-
ditionally underrepresented.

(b) Parent centers and experimental
centers must consult and network with
appropriate national, State, regional,
and local agencies and organizations
that serve or assist children with dis-
abilities and their families in the geo-
graphic areas served by the project.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431(d))

§ 316.31 What are the duties of the
board of directors or special gov-
erning committee of a parent orga-
nization?

A recipient’s board of directors or
special governing committee as de-
scribed in § 316.5 must meet at least
once in each calendar quarter to review
the parent training and information
activities under the award. Whenever a
private nonprofit organization requests
a renewal of an award under this part,
the board of directors or special gov-
erning committee shall submit to the
Secretary a written review of the par-
ent training and information program
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