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(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1441–1444)
(b) Definitions in 34 CFR part 300. The

following terms used in this part are
defined in 34 CFR 300.5, 300.13, and
300.14:

Children with disabilities
Related services
Special education

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(a)(1), (16), (17))

(c) Other definitions. In addition to
the definitions referred to in para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section, the
following definition applies to this
part: Youth with disabilities means any
child with disabilities who—

(1) Is twelve years of age or older; or
(2) Is enrolled in the seventh or high-

er grade in school.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(b))

[50 FR 34639, Aug. 26, 1985, as amended at 56
FR 54697, Oct. 22, 1991]

§§ 324.5—324.9 [Reserved]

Subpart B—What Priorities Does
the Secretary Consider for
Support Under This Program?

§ 324.10 What kinds of priorities are
authorized under this part?

(a) The priorities under § 324.1(a)
must support innovation, development,
exchange, and use of advancements in
knowledge and practice designed to
contribute to the improvement of in-
struction and learning of infants, tod-
dlers, children, and youth with disabil-
ities.

(b) Under this part, the Secretary
may support a wide range of research
and related activities designed to—

(1) Advance knowledge regarding the
provision of instruction and other
interventions to infants, toddlers, chil-
dren, and youth with disabilities in-
cluding the—

(i) Organization, synthesis, and inter-
pretation of current knowledge and the
identification of knowledge gaps;

(ii) Identification of knowledge and
skill competencies needed by personnel
providing special education, related

services, and early intervention serv-
ices;

(iii) Improvement of knowledge re-
garding the developmental and learn-
ing characteristics of infants, toddlers,
children, and youth with disabilities in
order to improve the design and effec-
tiveness of interventions and instruc-
tion;

(iv) Evaluation of approaches and
interventions;

(v) Development of instructional
strategies, techniques, and activities;

(vi) Improvement of curricula and in-
structional tools such as textbooks,
media, materials, and technology;

(vii) Development of assessment
techniques, instruments (including
tests, inventories, and scales), and
strategies for measurement of progress
and the identification, location, and
evaluation of infants, toddlers, chil-
dren, and youth with disabilities for
the purpose of determining eligibility,
program planning, and placement for
special education, related services, and
early intervention services;

(viii) Testing of research findings in
practice settings to determine the ap-
plication, usability, effectiveness, and
generalizability of such research find-
ings;

(ix) Improvement of knowledge re-
garding families, minorities, limited
English proficiency, and disabling con-
ditions; and

(x) Identification of environmental
organizational, resource, and other
conditions necessary for effective pro-
fessional practice; and

(2) Advance the use of knowledge by
personnel providing special education,
related services, and early intervention
services including the—

(i) Improvement of knowledge re-
garding how such individuals learn new
knowledge and skills, and strategies
for effectively facilitating such learn-
ing in preservice, inservice, and con-
tinuing education;

(ii) Organization, integration, and
presentation of knowledge so that such
knowledge can be incorporated and im-
parted in personnel preparation, con-
tinuing education programs, and other
relevant training and communication
vehicles; and
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(iii) Expansion and improvement of
networks that exchange knowledge and
practice information;

(3) Disseminate information on re-
search and related activities conducted
under this part to regional resource
centers, interested individuals, and or-
ganizations;

(4) Conduct research and related ac-
tivities, surveys, or demonstrations re-
lating to physical education or recre-
ation, including therapeutic recre-
ation, for children with disabilities.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1441(a); 20 U.S.C. 1442)
(c) The Secretary also may support

student-initiated or field-initiated
projects consistent with the purpose of
the program, as described in § 324.1.

[56 FR 54697, Oct. 22, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 28966, June 29, 1992]

§ 324.11 What kinds of research and
model projects are supported under
this part?

(a) Research projects supported under
this part must be designed to generate
knowledge about the early interven-
tion or education of infants, toddlers,
children, and youth with disabilities
and to translate that knowledge into
practical techniques and materials.

(b) Model projects supported under
this part must develop and implement
innovative early intervention or edu-
cational programs that serve infants,
toddlers, children, and youth with dis-
abilities either directly or indirectly.
These projects must be designed to—

(1) Improve significantly an aspect of
the early intervention or education of
infants, toddlers, children, and youth
with disabilities;

(2) Provide information about the
comparative effectiveness of the model
being demonstrated;

(3) Continue beyond the award pe-
riod; and

(4) Provide for dissemination and rep-
lication of a successful program.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1441, 1442)

[50 FR 34639, Aug. 26, 1985, as amended at 52
FR 43483, Nov. 12 1987; 56 FR 54698, Oct. 22,
1991]

§§ 324.12—324.19 [Reserved]

Subpart C [Reserved]

Subpart D—How Does the
Secretary Make an Award?

§ 324.30 How does the Secretary select
and announce funding priorities
under this program?

(a) For any fiscal year, the Secretary
may give priority to one or more of the
types of activities under § 324.10.

(b) Under section 641(c) of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education
Act, the Secretary publishes proposed
research priorities for public comment
in the FEDERAL REGISTER not later
than twelve months preceding the fis-
cal year for which they are being an-
nounced. The Secretary publishes final
priorities for this program not later
than 90 days after the close of the com-
ment period.

(c) The Secretary establishes sepa-
rate competitions for research and
model projects for any activity for
which the Secretary provides assist-
ance under this part.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1441(c), 1442)

[50 FR 34639, Aug. 26, 1985, as amended at 56
FR 54698, Oct. 22, 1991]

§ 324.31 What are the selection criteria
for evaluating applications for re-
search projects?

The Secretary uses the criteria in
this section to evaluate applications
for research projects. The maximum
score for all of the criteria is 100
points.

(a) Plan of operation. (10 points) (1)
The Secretary reviews each application
to determine the quality of the plan of
operation for the project.

(2) The Secretary looks for—
(i) High quality in the design of the

project;
(ii) An effective plan of management

that insures proper and efficient ad-
ministration of the project;

(iii) A clear description of how the
objectives of the project relate to the
purpose of the program;

(iv) The way the applicant plans to
use its resources and personnel to
achieve each objective; and
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