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Subpart B—What Kinds of Activities Does
the Department Support?

345.20 What types of activities are author-
ized under this program?

Subpart C—How Does a State Apply for a
Grant?

345.30 What is the content of an application
for a development grant?

345.31 What is the content of an application
for an extension grant?

Subpart D—How Does the Secretary Make
a Grant?

345.40 How does the Secretary evaluate an
application for a development grant
under this program?

345.41 What other factors does the Sec-
retary take into consideration in making
development grant awards under this
program?

345.42 What is the review process for an ap-
plication for an extension grant?

345.43 What priorities does the Secretary es-
tablish?

Subpart E—What Conditions Must Be Met
After an Award?

345.50 What are the reporting requirements
for the recipients of development and ex-
tension grants?

345.51 When is a State making significant
progress?

345.52 Who retains title to devices provided
under this program?

345.53 What are the requirements for grant-
ee participation in the Secretary’s
progress assessments?

345.54 How may grant funds be used under
this program?

345.55 What are the responsibilities of a
State in carrying out protection and ad-
vocacy services?

Subpart F—What Compliance Procedures
May the Secretary Use?

345.60 Who is subject to a corrective action
plan?

345.61 What penalties may the Secretary
impose on a grantee that is subject to
corrective action?

345.62 How does a State redesignate the lead
agency when it is subject to corrective
action?

345.63 How does a State change the entity
responsible for providing protection and
advocacy services?

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 2201–2217, unless oth-
erwise noted.

SOURCE: 61 FR 8161, Mar. 1, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 345.1 What is the State Grants Pro-
gram for Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Individuals with Disabil-
ities?

This program provides grants to
States to support systems change and
advocacy activities designed to assist
States in developing and implementing
consumer-responsive comprehensive
Statewide programs of technology-re-
lated assistance that accomplish the
purposes in § 345.2.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2211(a); section 101(a) of
the Act)

§ 345.2 What are the purposes of the
State grants program for tech-
nology-related assistance for indi-
viduals with disabilities?

The purposes of this program are to
provide financial assistance to States
to support systems change and advo-
cacy activities designed to assist each
State in developing and implementing
a consumer-responsive comprehensive
statewide program of technology-relat-
ed assistance, for individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages, that is designed
to—

(a)(1) Increase the availability of,
funding for, access to, and provision of,
assistive technology devices and assist-
ive technology services;

(2) Increase the active involvement of
individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates,
and authorized representatives, in the
planning, development, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of the program;

(3) Increase the involvement of indi-
viduals with disabilities and, if appro-
priate, their family members, guard-
ians, advocates, or authorized rep-
resentatives, in decisions related to the
provision of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services;

(4) Increase the provision of outreach
to underrepresented populations and
rural populations, to enable the two
populations to enjoy the benefits of
programs carried out to accomplish the
purposes described in this section to
the same extent as other populations;

(5) Increase and promote coordina-
tion among State agencies, and be-
tween State agencies and private enti-
ties, that are involved in carrying out
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activities under this part, particularly
providing assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, that
accomplish a purpose described in an-
other paragraph of this section;

(6)(i) Increase the awareness of laws,
regulations, policies, practices, proce-
dures, and organizational structures,
that facilitate the availability or pro-
vision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; and

(ii) Facilitate the change of laws,
regulations, policies, practices, proce-
dures, and organizational structures,
that impede the availability or provi-
sion of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

(7) Increase the probability that indi-
viduals with disabilities of all ages
will, to the extent appropriate, be able
to secure and maintain possession of
assistive technology devices as these
individuals make the transition be-
tween services offered by human serv-
ice agencies or between settings of
daily living;

(8) Enhance the skills and com-
petencies of individuals involved in
providing assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services;

(9) Increase awareness and knowledge
of the efficacy of assistive technology
devices and assistive technology serv-
ices among—

(i) Individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, and authorized representatives;

(ii) Individuals who work for public
agencies, or for private entities (in-
cluding insurers), that have contact
with individuals with disabilities;

(iii) Educators and related services
personnel;

(iv) Technology experts (including
engineers);

(v) Employers; and
(vi) Other appropriate individuals;
(10) Increase the capacity of public

agencies and private entities to provide
and pay for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services
on a statewide basis for individuals
with disabilities of all ages; and

(11) Increase the awareness of the
needs of individuals with disabilities
for assistive technology devices and for
assistive technology services.

(b)(1) Identify Federal policies that
facilitate payment for assistive tech-

nology devices and assistive tech-
nology services.

(2) Identify Federal policies that im-
pede this payment.

(3) Eliminate inappropriate barriers
to this payment.

(c) Enhance the ability of the Federal
Government to provide States with—

(1) Technical assistance, information,
training, and public awareness pro-
grams relating to the provision of as-
sistive technology devices and assistive
technology services; and

(2) Funding for demonstration
projects.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2201(b); section 2(b) of
the Act)

§ 345.3 What are the types of awards
under this program?

(a) Under this program, the Sec-
retary—

(1) Awards three-year development
grants to assist States in developing
and implementing consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide programs
that accomplish the purposes in § 345.2;

(2) May award an initial two-year ex-
tension grant to any State that meets
the standards in § 345.42(a); and

(3) May award a second extension
grant, for a period of not more than 5
years, to any State that meets the
standards in § 345.42(b).

(b) The Secretary calculates the
amount of the development grants in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section on the
basis of—

(1) Amounts available for making
grants under this part;

(2) The population of the State or
territory concerned; and

(3) The types of activities proposed
by the State relating to the develop-
ment of a consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance.

(c) The Secretary calculates the
amount of the extension grants in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section on the
basis of—

(1) Amounts available for making
grants;

(2) The population of the State;
(3) The types of assistance proposed

by the State in its application; and
(4) A description in its application of

the amount of resources committed by
the State and available to the State
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from other sources to sustain the pro-
gram after federal funding ends.

(d)(1) In providing any increases in
initial extension grants in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section above the amounts
provided to States for Fiscal Year 1993,
the Secretary may give priority to
States (other than the territories)
that—

(i) Have the largest populations,
based on the most recent census data;
and

(ii) Are sparsely populated, with a
wide geographic spread.

(2) To be eligible for the priority in
paragraph (d)(1) of this section, the cir-
cumstances in paragraphs (d)(1)(i) or
(ii) must have impeded the develop-
ment of a consumer-responsive, com-
prehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance in a State.

(e) During the fourth and fifth years
of a State’s second extension grant, the
amount received by a State will be re-
duced to 75% and 50%, respectively, of
the amount paid to the State for the
third year of the grant.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(b), 2213(a),
2213(c)(1)(B) and (2), and 2213(c)(1)(D); sec-
tions 102(b), 103(a), 103(c)(1)(B) and (2),
103(c)(1)(D) of the Act)

§ 345.4 Who is eligible to receive a de-
velopment grant?

A State is eligible to receive a devel-
opment grant under this program, pro-
vided that the Governor has designated
a lead agency to carry out the respon-
sibilities contained in § 345.5.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(a)(1) and 2212 (d)(1);
section 102(a) and 102(d)(1) of the Act)

§ 345.5 What are the responsibilities of
the lead agency or public agency in
applying for and in administering a
development grant?

(a) The lead agency is responsible for
the following:

(1) Submitting the application con-
taining the information and assurances
contained in § 345.30.

(2) Administering and supervising the
use of amounts made available under
the grant.

(3)(i) Coordinating efforts related to,
and supervising the preparation of, the
application;

(ii) Coordinating the planning, devel-
opment, implementation, and evalua-

tion of the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance among public
agencies and between public agencies
and private agencies, including coordi-
nating efforts related to entering into
interagency agreements; and

(iii) Coordinating efforts related to,
and supervising, the active, timely, and
meaningful participation by individ-
uals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or au-
thorized representatives, and other ap-
propriate individuals, with respect to
activities carried out under the grant.

(4) The delegation, in whole or in
part, of any responsibilities described
in paragraphs (a)(1) through (3) of this
section to one or more appropriate of-
fices, agencies, entities, or individuals.

(b) If the lead agency is not a public
agency, a public agency shall have the
responsibility of controlling and ad-
ministering amounts received under
the grant.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(d)(1) and
2212(e)(12)(A); section 102(d)(1) and
102(e)(12)(A) of the Act)

§ 345.6 How does a State designate the
lead agency?

(a) The Governor may designate—
(1) A commission appointed by the

Governor;
(2) A public-private partnership or

consortium;
(3) A university-affiliated program;
(4) A public agency;
(5) A council established under Fed-

eral or State law; or
(6) Another appropriate office, agen-

cy, entity, or individual.
(b) The State shall provide evidence

that the lead agency has the ability—
(1) To respond to assistive technology

needs across disabilities and ages;
(2) To promote the availability

throughout the State of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive tech-
nology services;

(3) To promote and implement sys-
tems change and advocacy activities;

(4) To promote and develop public-
private partnerships;

(5) To exercise leadership in identify-
ing and responding to the technology
needs of individuals with disabilities
and their family members, guardians,
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advocates, and authorized representa-
tives;

(6) To promote consumer confidence,
responsiveness, and advocacy; and

(7) To exercise leadership in imple-
menting effective strategies for capac-
ity building, staff and consumer train-
ing, and enhancement of access to
funding for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services
across agencies.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(d)(2) and (3); sec-
tions 102(d)(2) and (3) of the Act)

§ 345.7 Who is eligible to receive an ex-
tension grant?

A State is eligible to receive an ex-
tension grant under this program.

§ 345.8 What are the responsibilities of
the lead agency in applying for and
in administering an extension
grant?

(a) To be eligible to receive an initial
extension grant, the lead agency
shall—

(1) Submit an application containing
the information and assurances in
§ 345.31; and

(2) Hold a public hearing in the third
year of a program carried out under a
development grant, after providing ap-
propriate and sufficient notice to allow
interested groups and organizations
and all segments of the public an op-
portunity to comment on the program.

(b) To be eligible to receive a second
extension grant, the lead agency
shall—

(1) Submit an application containing
the information and assurances in
§ 345.31; and

(2) Hold a public hearing in the sec-
ond year of a program carried out
under an initial extension grant, after
providing appropriate and sufficient
notice to allow interested groups and
organizations and all segments of the
public an opportunity to comment on
the program.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2213(d) and (e); section
103(d) and (e) of the Act)

§ 345.9 What regulations apply to this
program?

The following regulations apply to
the State Grants Program for Tech-
nology-Related Assistance for Individ-
uals with Disabilities:

(a) The Education Department Gen-
eral Administrative Regulations
(EDGAR) as follows:

(1) 34 CFR part 74 (Administration of
Grants to Institutions of Higher Edu-
cation, Hospitals, and Nonprofit Orga-
nizations);

(2) 34 CFR part 75 (Direct Grant Pro-
grams), except § 75.618;

(3) 34 CFR part 77 (Definitions That
Apply to Department Regulations);

(4) 34 CFR part 79 (Intergovernmental
Review of Department of Education
Programs and Activities);

(5) 34 CFR part 80 (Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements for Grants and
Cooperative Agreements to State and
Local Governments), except §§ 80.32(a)
and 80.33(a);

(6) 34 CFR part 81 (General Education
Provisions Act—Enforcement);

(7) 34 CFR part 85 (Governmentwide
Debarment and Suspension (Non-
procurement) and Governmentwide Re-
quirements for Drug-Free Workplace
(Grants)); and

(8) Part 86 (Drug-Free Schools and
Campuses).

(b) The regulations in this part.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2201–2217; sections 101–
107 of the Act)

§ 345.10 What definitions apply to this
program?

(a) Definitions in EDGAR. The follow-
ing terms used in this part are defined
in 34 CFR 77.1:
Applicant
Application
Award
Department
EDGAR
Fiscal year
Grant period
Nonprofit
Nonpublic
Private
Project
Project period
Public

(b) Definitions in the Technology-Relat-
ed Assistance for Individuals with Dis-
abilities Act of 1988. (1) The following
terms used in this part are defined in
section 3 of the Act:
Advocacy services
Assistive technology device
Assistive technology service
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Comprehensive statewide program of
technology-related assistance

Consumer-responsive
Disability
Individual with a disability; individ-

uals with disabilities
Institution of higher education
Protection and advocacy services
Secretary
State
Systems change and related activities
Technology-related assistance
Underrepresented population

(2) The following term used in this
part is defined in section 102(b)(5) of
the Act:
Territory

(d) Other definitions. The following
definitions also apply to this part:

Initial extension grant means the two-
year extension grant following a three-
year development grant under this pro-
gram.

Second extension grant means the ex-
tension grant following the initial ex-
tension grant under this program. The
period of this grant is for a period of
not more than 5 years.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2201–2217; sections 101–
107 of the Act)

Subpart B—What Kinds of Activi-
ties Does the Department
Support?

§ 345.20 What type of activities are au-
thorized under this program?

Any State that receives a develop-
ment or extension grant shall use the
funds made available through the grant
to accomplish the purposes described
in § 345.2(a) and, in accomplishing such
purposes, may carry out any of the fol-
lowing systems change and advocacy
activities:

(a) Support activities to increase ac-
cess to, and funding for, assistive tech-
nology, including—

(1) The development, and evaluation
of the efficacy, of model delivery sys-
tems that provide assistive technology
devices and assistive technology serv-
ices to individuals with disabilities,
that pay for devices and services, and
that, if successful, could be replicated
or generally applied, such as—

(i) The development of systems for
the purchase, lease, other acquisition,

or payment for the provision, of assist-
ive technology devices and assistive
technology services; or

(ii) The establishment of alternative
State or privately financed systems of
subsidies for the provision of assistive
technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services, such as—

(A) A loan system for assistive tech-
nology devices;

(B) An income-contingent loan fund;
(C) A low interest loan fund;
(D) A revolving loan fund;
(E) A loan insurance program; or
(F) A partnership with private enti-

ties for the purchase, lease, or other
acquisition of assistive technology de-
vices and the provision of assistive
technology services;

(2) The demonstration of assistive
technology devices, including—

(i) The provision of a location or lo-
cations within the State where the fol-
lowing individuals can see and touch
assistive technology devices, and learn
about the devices from personnel who
are familiar with such devices and
their applications:

(A) Individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, and authorized representatives;

(B) Education, rehabilitation, health
care, and other service providers;

(C) Individuals who work for Federal,
State, or local government entities;
and

(D) Employers.
(ii) The provision of counseling and

assistance to individuals with disabil-
ities and their family members, guard-
ians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives to determine individual
needs for assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; and

(iii) The demonstration or short-term
loan of assistive technology devices to
individuals, employers, public agen-
cies, or public accommodations seeking
strategies to comply with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) and section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 794); and

(3) The establishment of information
systems about, and recycling centers
for, the redistribution of assistive tech-
nology devices and equipment that
may include device and equipment
loans, rentals, or gifts.
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