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§ 17.151 Invalid lifts for recipients of
aid and attendance allowance or
special monthly compensation.

An invalid lift may be furnished if:
(a) The applicant is a veteran who is

receiving (1) special monthly com-
pensation (including special monthly
compensation based on the need for aid
and attendance) under the provisions of
38 U.S.C. 1114(r), or (2) comparable com-
pensation benefits at the rates pre-
scribed under 38 U.S.C. 1134, or (3) in-
creased pension based on the need for
aid and attendance or a greater com-
pensation benefit rather than aid and
attendance pension to which he or she
has been adjudicated to be presently el-
igible; and

(b) The veteran has loss, or loss of
use, of both lower extremities and at
least one upper extremity (loss of use
may result from paralysis or other im-
pairment to muscle power and includes
all cases in which the veteran cannot
use his or her extremities or is medi-
cally prohibited from doing so because
of a serious disease or disability); and

(c) The veteran has been medically
determined incapable of moving him-
self or herself from his or her bed to a
wheelchair, or from his or her wheel-
chair to his or her bed, without the aid
of an attendant, because of the disabil-
ity involving the use of his or her ex-
tremities; and

(d) An invalid lift would be a feasible
means by which the veteran could ac-
complish the necessary maneuvers be-
tween bed and wheelchair, and is medi-
cally determined necessary.

[33 FR 12315, Aug. 31, 1968, as amended at 36
FR 3117, Feb. 13, 1971; 54 FR 34983, Aug. 23,
1989. Redesignated at 61 FR 21966, May 13,
1996]

§ 17.152 Devices to assist in over-
coming the handicap of deafness.

Devices for assisting in overcoming
the handicap of deafness (including
telecaptioning television decoders)
may be furnished to any veteran who is
profoundly deaf (rated 80% or more dis-
abled for hearing impairment by the
Department of Veterans Affairs) and is
entitled to compensation on account of
such hearing impairment.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902)

[53 FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.153 Training in the use of appli-
ances.

Beneficiaries supplied prosthetic and
similar appliances will be additionally
entitled to fitting and training in the
use of the appliances. Such training
will usually be given in Department of
Veterans Affairs facilities and by De-
partment of Veterans Affairs employ-
ees, but may be obtained under con-
tract if determined necessary.

[26 FR 5871, June 30, 1961. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.154 Dog-guides and equipment for
blind.

(a) Blind ex-members of the Armed
Forces entitled to disability compensa-
tion for a service-connected disability
may be furnished a trained dog-guide.
In addition, they may be furnished nec-
essary travel expense to and from their
places of residence to the point where
adjustment to the dog-guide is avail-
able and meals and lodging during the
period of adjustment, provided they are
required to be away from their usual
places of residence during the period of
adjustment.

(b) Mechanical and/or electronic
equipment considered necessary as aids
to overcoming the handicap of blind-
ness may also be supplied to bene-
ficiaries defined in paragraph (a) of
this section.

[26 FR 5872, June 30, 1961. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996]

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT AND DRIVER

TRAINING

§ 17.155 Minimum standards of safety
and quality for automotive adaptive
equipment.

(a) The Under Secretary for Health or
designee is authorized to develop and
establish minimum standards of safety
and quality for adaptive equipment
provided under 38 U.S.C. chapter 39.

(b) In the performance of this func-
tion, the following considerations will
apply:
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(1) Minimum standards of safety and
quality will be developed and promul-
gated for basic adaptive equipment spe-
cifically designed to facilitate oper-
ation and use of standard passenger
motor vehicles by persons who have
specified types of disablement and for
the installation of such equipment.

(2) In those instances where custom-
built adaptive equipment is designed
and installed to meet the peculiar
needs of uniquely disabled persons and
where the incidence of probable usage
is not such as to justify development of
formal standards, such equipment will
be inspected and, if in order, approved
for use by a qualified designee of the
Under Secretary for Health.

(3) Adaptive equipment, available to
the general public, which is manufac-
tured under standards of safety im-
posed by a Federal agency having au-
thority to establish the same, shall be
deemed to meet required standards for
use as adaptive equipment. These in-
clude such items as automatic trans-
missions, power brakes, power steering
and other automotive options.

(c) For those items where specific De-
partment of Veterans Affairs standards
of safety and quality have not as yet
been developed, or where such stand-
ards are otherwise provided as with
custom-designed or factory option
items, authorization of suitable adapt-
ive equipment will not be delayed. Ap-
proval of such adaptive equipment,
however, shall be subject to the judg-
ment of designated certifying officials
that it meets implicit standards of
safety and quality adopted by the in-
dustry or as later developed by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

[40 FR 8819, Mar. 3, 1975. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, as amended at 62 FR
17072, Apr. 9, 1997]

§ 17.156 Eligibility for automobile
adaptive equipment.

Automobile adaptive equipment may
be authorized if the Under Secretary
for Health or designee determines that
such equipment is deemed necessary to
insure that the eligible person will be
able to operate the automobile or other
conveyance in a manner consistent
with such person’s safety and so as to
satisfy the applicable standards of li-
censure established by the State of

such person’s residency or other proper
licensing authority.

(a) Persons eligible for adaptive
equipment are:

(1) Veterans who are entitled to re-
ceive compensation for the loss or per-
manent loss of use of one or both feet;
or the loss or permanent loss of use of
one or both hands; or ankylosis of one
or both knees, or one of both hips if the
disability is the result of injury in-
curred or disease contracted in or ag-
gravated by active military, naval or
air service.

(2) Members of the Armed Forces
serving on active duty who are suffer-
ing from any disability described in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section in-
curred or contracted during or aggra-
vated by active military service are el-
igible to receive automobile adaptive
equipment.

(b) Payment or reimbursement of
reasonable costs for the repair, replace-
ment, or reinstallation of adaptive
equipment deemed necessary for the
operation of the automobile may be au-
thorized by the Under Secretary for
Health or designee.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902)

[53 FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, as amended at 62 FR
17072, Apr. 9, 1997]

§ 17.157 Definition-adaptive equip-
ment.

The term, adaptive equipment,
means equipment which must be part
of or added to a conveyance manufac-
tured for sale to the general public to
make it safe for use by the claimant,
and enable that person to meet the ap-
plicable standards of licensure. Adapt-
ive equipment includes any term speci-
fied by the Under Secretary for Health
or designee as ordinarily necessary for
any of the classes of losses or combina-
tion of such losses specified in § 17.156
of this part, or as deemed necessary in
an individual case. Adaptive equipment
includes, but is not limited to, a basic
automatic transmission, power steer-
ing, power brakes, power window lifts,
power seats, air-conditioning equip-
ment when necessary for the health
and safety of the veteran, and special
equipment necessary to assist the eligi-
ble person into or out of the auto-
mobile or other conveyance, regardless
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of whether the automobile or other
conveyance is to be operated by the eli-
gible person or is to be operated for
such person by another person; and any
modification of the interior space of
the automobile or other conveyance if
needed because of the physical condi-
tion of such person in order for such
person to enter or operate the vehicle.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3901, 3902)

[53 FR 46608, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.158 Limitations on assistance.
(a) An eligible person shall not be en-

titled to adaptive equipment for more
than two automobiles or other convey-
ances at any one time or during any
four-year period except when due to
circumstances beyond control of such
person, one of the automobiles or con-
veyances for which adaptive equipment
was provided during the applicable
four-year period is no longer available
for the use of such person.

(1) Circumstances beyond the control
of the eligible person are those where
the vehicle was lost due to fire, theft,
accident, court action, or when repairs
are so costly as to be prohibitive or a
different vehicle is required due to a
change in the eligible person’s physical
condition.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, an eligible person shall be
deemed to have access to and use of an
automobile or other conveyance for
which the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has provided adaptive equipment
if that person has sold, given or trans-
ferred the vehicle to a spouse, family
member or other person residing in the
same household as the eligible person,
or to a business owned by such person.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3903)

(b) Eligible persons may be reim-
bursed for the actual cost of adaptive
equipment subject to a dollar amount
for specific items established from
time to time by the Under Secretary
for Health.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902)

(c) Reimbursement for a repair to an
item of adaptive equipment is limited
to the current vehicles of record and
only to the basic components author-
ized as automobile adaptive equipment.

Reimbursable amounts for repairs are
limited to the cost of parts and labor
based on the amounts published in gen-
erally acceptable commercial estimat-
ing guides for domestic automobiles.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902)

[53 FR 46608, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.159 Obtaining vehicles for special
driver training courses.

The Secretary may obtain by pur-
chase, lease, gift or otherwise, any
automobile, motor vehicle, or other
conveyance deemed necessary to con-
duct special driver training courses at
Department of Veterans Affairs health
care facilities. The Secretary may sell,
assign, transfer or convey any such
automobile, vehicle or conveyance to
which the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs holds title for such price or under
such terms deemed appropriate by the
Secretary. Any proceeds received from
such disposition shall be credited to
the applicable Department of Veterans
Affairs appropriation.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3903(e)(3))

[45 FR 6939, Jan. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 54
FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988, and further redesig-
nated at 61 FR 21966, May 13, 1996]

DENTAL SERVICES

§ 17.160 Authorization of dental exami-
nations.

When a detailed report of dental ex-
amination is essential for a determina-
tion of eligibility for benefits, dental
examinations may be authorized for
the following classes of claimants or
beneficiaries:

(a) Those having a dental disability
adjudicated as incurred or aggravated
in active military, naval, or air service
or those requiring examination to de-
termine whether the dental disability
is service connected.

(b) Those having disability from dis-
ease or injury other than dental, adju-
dicated as incurred or aggravated in
active military, naval, or air service
but with an associated dental condition
that is considered to be aggravating
the basic service-connected disorder.

(c) Those for whom a dental examina-
tion is ordered as a part of a general
physical examination.
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