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Environmental Protection Agency § 25.2

§ 25.1 Introduction.
This part sets forth minimum re-

quirements and suggested program ele-
ments for public participation in ac-
tivities under the Clean Water Act
(Pub. L. 95–217), the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (Pub. L.
94–580), and the Safe Drinking Water
Act (Pub. L. 93–523). The applicability
of the requirements of this part is as
follows:

(a) Basic requirements and suggested
program elements for public informa-
tion, public notification, and public
consultation are set forth in § 25.4.
These requirements are intended to
foster public awareness and open proc-
esses of government decisionmaking.
They are applicable to all covered ac-
tivities and programs described in
§ 25.2(a).

(b) Requirements and suggested pro-
gram elements which govern the struc-
ture of particular public participation
mechanisms (for example, advisory
groups and responsiveness summaries)
are set forth in §§ 25.5, 25.6, 25.7, and
25.8. This part does not mandate the
use of these public participation mech-
anisms. It does, however, set require-
ments which those responsible for im-
plementing the mechanisms must fol-
low if the mechanisms are required
elsewhere in this chapter.

(c) Requirements which apply to Fed-
eral financial assistance programs
(grants and cooperative agreements)
under the three acts are set forth in
§§ 25.10 and 25.12(a).

(d) Requirements for public involve-
ment which apply to specific activities
are set forth in § 25.9 (Permit enforce-
ment), § 25.10 (Rulemaking), and § 25.12
(Assuring compliance with require-
ments).

§ 25.2 Scope.
(a) The activities under the three

Acts which are covered by this part
are:

(1) EPA rulemaking, except non-pol-
icy rulemaking (for example publica-
tion of funding allotments under statu-
tory formulas); and State rulemaking
under the Clean Water Act and Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act;

(2) EPA issuance and modification of
permits, and enforcement of permits as
delineated by § 25.9;

(3) Development by EPA of major in-
formational materials, such as citizen
guides or handbooks, which are ex-
pected to be used over several years
and which are intended to be widely
distributed to the public;

(4) Development by EPA of strategy
and policy guidance memoranda when
a Deputy Assistant Administrator de-
termines it to be appropriate;

(5) Development and implementation
of plans, programs, standards, con-
struction, and other activities sup-
ported with EPA financial assistance
(grants and cooperative agreements) to
State, interstate, regional and local
agencies (herein after referred to as
‘‘State, interstate, and substate agen-
cies’’);

(6) The process by which EPA makes
a determination regarding approval of
State administration of the Construc-
tion Grants program in lieu of Federal
administration; and the administration
of the Construction Grants Program by
the State after EPA approval;

(7) The process by which EPA makes
a determination regarding approval of
State administration of the following
programs in lieu of Federal administra-
tion: The State Hazardous Waste Pro-
gram; the NPDES Permit Program; the
Dredge and Fill Permit Program; and
the Underground Injection Control
Program;

(8) Other activities which the Assist-
ant Administrator for Water and Waste
Management, the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Enforcement, or any EPA
Regional Administrator deems appro-
priate in view of the Agency’s respon-
sibility to involve the public in signifi-
cant decisions.

(b) Activities which are not covered
by this part, except as otherwise pro-
vided under (a)(8) or (c) of this section,
are activities under parts 33 (Subagree-
ments), 39 (Loan Guarantees for Con-
struction of Treatment Works), 40 (Re-
search and Development Grants), 45
(Training Grants and Manpower Fore-
casting) and 46 (Fellowships) of this
chapter.

(c) Some programs covered by these
regulations contain further provisions
concerning public participation. These
are found elsewhere in this chapter in
provisions which apply to the program
of interest. Regulations which govern
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