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This is intended to alert families about den-
tal problems that might affect children
under nine years of age. The fluoride con-
centration of your water exceeds this federal
guideline.

Fluoride in children’s drinking water at
levels of approximately 1 mg/l reduces the
number of dental cavities. However, some
children exposed to levels of fluoride greater
than about 2.0 mg/l may develop dental fluo-
rosis. Dental fluorosis, in its moderate and
severe forms, is a brown staining and/or pit-
ting of the permanent teeth.

Because dental fluorosis occurs only when
developing teeth (before they erupt from the
gums) are exposed to elevated fluoride levels,
households without children are not ex-
pected to be affected by this level of fluoride.
Families with children under the age of nine
are encouraged to seek other sources of
drinking water for their children to avoid
the possibility of staining and pitting.

Your water supplier can lower the con-
centration of fluoride in your water so that
you will still receive the benefits of cavity
prevention while the possibility of stained
and pitted teeth is minimized. Removal of
fluoride may increase your water costs.
Treatment systems are also commercially
available for home use. Information on such
systems is available at the address given
below. Low fluoride bottled drinking water
that would meet all standards is also com-
mercially available.

For further information, contact 2 at your
water system.

1 PWS shall insert the compliance result
which triggered notification under this part.

2 PWS shall insert the name, address, and
telephone number of a contact person at the
PWS.

(c) The effective date of this section
is May 2, 1986.

[51 FR 11412, Apr. 2, 1986; 51 FR 24329, July 3,
1986, as amended at 52 FR 41550, Oct. 28, 1987]
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 144.1 Purpose and scope of part 144.

(a) Contents of part 144. The regula-
tions in this part set forth require-
ments for the Underground Injection
Control (UIC) program promulgated
under Part C of the Safe Drinking
Water Act (SDWA) (Pub. L. 93–523, as
amended; 42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.) and, to
the extent that they deal with hazard-
ous waste, the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) (Pub. L. 94–
580 as amended; 42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.).

(b) Applicability. (1) The regulations
in this part establish minimum re-
quirements for UIC programs. To the
extent set forth in part 145, each State
must meet these requirements in order
to obtain primary enforcement author-
ity for the UIC program in that State.

(2) In addition to serving as mini-
mum requirements for UIC programs,
the regulations in this part constitute
a part of the UIC program for States
listed in part 147 to be administered di-
rectly by EPA.

(c) The information requirements lo-
cated in the following sections have
been cleared by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget: Sections 144.11,
144.28(c)(d)(i), 144.31, 14.33, 144.51(j)(m)
(n), 144.52(a), 144.54, 144.55, 144.15, 144.23,
144.26, 144.27, 144.28(i)(k), 144.51(o),
146.52. The OMB clearance number is
2040–0042.

(d) Authority. (1) Section 1421 of
SDWA requires the Administrator to
promulgate regulations establishing
minimum requirements for effective
UIC programs.

(2) Section 1422 of SDWA requires the
Administrator to list in the FEDERAL
REGISTER ‘‘each State for which in his
judgment a State underground injec-
tion control program may be necessary
to assure that underground injection
will not endanger drinking water
sources’’ and to establish by regulation
a program for EPA administration of

UIC programs in the absence of an ap-
proved State program in a listed State.

(3) Section 1423 of SDWA provides
procedures for EPA enforcement of UIC
requirements.

(4) Section 1431 authorizes the Ad-
ministrator to take action to protect
the health of persons when a contami-
nant which is present in or may enter
a public water system or underground
source of drinking water may present
an imminent and substantial endanger-
ment to the health of persons.

(5) Section 1445 of SDWA authorizes
the promulgation of regulations for
such recordkeeping, reporting, and
monitoring requirements ‘‘as the Ad-
ministrator may reasonably require
* * * to assist him in establishing regu-
lations under this title,’’ and a ‘‘right
of entry and inspection to determine
compliance with this title, including
for this purpose, inspection, at reason-
able time, or records, files, papers,
processes, controls, and facilities
* * *.’’

(6) Section 1450 of SDWA authorizes
the Administrator ‘‘to prescribe such
regulations as are necessary or appro-
priate to carry out his functions’’
under SDWA.

(e) Overview of the UIC program. An
UIC program is necessary in any State
listed by EPA under section 1422 of the
SDWA. Because all States have been
listed, the SDWA requires all States to
submit an UIC program within 270 days
after July 24, 1980, the effective date of
40 CFR part 146, which was the final
element of the UIC minimum require-
ments to be originally promulgated,
unless the Administrator grants an ex-
tension, which can be for a period not
to exceed an additional 270 days. If a
State fails to submit an approvable
program, EPA will establish a program
for that State. Once a program is es-
tablished, SDWA provides that all un-
derground injections in listed States
are unlawful and subject to penalties
unless authorized by a permit or a rule.
This part sets forth the requirements
governing all UIC programs, authoriza-
tions by permit or rule and prohibits
certain types of injection. The tech-
nical regulations governing these au-
thorizations appear in 40 CFR part 146.
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