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to comply with this provision shall re-
sult in loss of status as a participant in
the investigation.

(j) Access to and release of wreckage,
records, mail, and cargo. (1) Only the
investigating agency’s accident inves-
tigation personnel and persons author-
ized by the investigator-in-charge to
participate in any particular investiga-
tion, examination, or testing shall be
permitted access to wreckage, records,
mail, or cargo which is in the agency’s
custody.

(2) Wreckage, records, mail, and
cargo in the custody of the investiga-
tor-in-charge shall be released by an
authorized representative of the inves-
tigating agency when it is determined
that the investigating agency has no
further need of such wreckage, records,
mail, or cargo.

(k) Release and dissemination of ac-
cident information. (1) Release of fac-
tual information during the field inves-
tigation, particularly at the accident
scene, shall be in accordance with the
investigating agency’s procedures.

(2) All information concerning the
accident or incident obtained by any
personnel participating in the field in-
vestigation shall be passed to the in-
vestigator-in-charge, through appro-
priate channels. Upon approval of the
investigator-in-charge, parties to the
investigation may relay to their re-
spective organization information
which is necessary for prevention or re-
medial action. Under no circumstances
shall accident information be released
to or discussed with unauthorized per-
sons whose knowledge thereof might
adversely affect the investigation.

(l) Proposed findings. Any person,
Government agency, company, or asso-
ciation whose employees, functions, ac-
tivities, or products were involved in
an accident under investigation may
submit to the investigating agency,
prior to the consideration of probable
cause, proposed findings to be drawn
from the evidence produced during the
course of the accident investigation, a
proposed probable cause, and proposed
safety recommendations designed to
prevent future accidents.

[57 FR 48330, Oct. 23, 1992]

§ 101–37.1107 Aircraft accident and in-
cident investigator classifications
and qualification standards and
qualification levels.

The following classifications and
qualification standards, together with
the aircraft accident factors, are rec-
ommended for those individuals des-
ignated or assigned to investigate air-
craft accidents/incidents. These indi-
viduals do not have to be full-time ac-
cident/incident investigators. These
standards should be used as a guide to
ensure that qualified personnel conduct
accident investigations; however, they
do not supersede those job classifica-
tion series prescribed by the Office of
Personnel Management.

(a) Each person selected to inves-
tigate aircraft accidents and incidents
should have a level of aviation related
knowledge and experience appropriate
to meet the qualifications prescribed in
paragraphs (a) (1) through (3) of this
section. An investigator beginning at
the trainee level must take a recog-
nized course in basic aircraft accident
investigation which, as a minimum,
consists of 80 hours of instruction in
aircraft accident investigation theory
and application. All investigators shall
continue their aviation education
through classes, courses, or seminars
to keep abreast with new technology,
investigative techniques, and govern-
ing regulations. This will enable them
to perform at the Air Safety Investiga-
tor and Senior Air Safety Investigator
levels.

(1) Trainee. A trainee shall have gen-
eral knowledge of the basic fundamen-
tals of aviation and be employed in the
field of aviation. This person shall
work under the direct supervision of an
ASI when performing accident inves-
tigation functions.

(2) Air Safety Investigator (ASI). An
Air Safety Investigator (ASI) shall
have from 2 to 5 years experience and
have participated in, as a minimum,
two aviation accident investigations.
The ASI shall be capable of performing
accident investigations, preparing a
factual and evaluative report, and
making meaningful safety rec-
ommendations, where appropriate.
This person would be able to act as in-
vestigator-in-charge of most accidents
and incidents.
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(3) Senior Air Safety Investigator
(SASI). A Senior Air Safety Investiga-
tor (SASI) shall have over 5 years expe-
rience in accident investigations and
be able to direct and lead teams inves-
tigating the most complex accidents
involving high technology aircraft,
under the most difficult conditions,
worldwide.

(b) The following factors involved in
an aircraft accident that affect the dif-
ficulty of the investigation are listed
in (generally) increasing complexity.
These factors should be considered
when assigning an investigator to an
accident and are presented as guidance
only to the convening authority within
the investigating agency.

(1) Aircraft type. (Fixed-wing) General
aviation single-engine, general avia-
tion multi-engine, commercial multi-
engine, commercial turbo-prop, com-
mercial jet, 1st generation air carrier,
2nd generation air carrier, 3rd genera-
tion air carrier, fighter, research air-
craft. (Helicopter) Light helicopter,
medium helicopter, large helicopter.

(2) Environment. Visual flight condi-
tions, instrument flight conditions, re-
strictions to visibility, high velocity or
cross winds, thunderstorms, windshear,
or unusual weather phenomena; i.e.,
tornadoes, hurricanes, etc.

(3) Segment. Taxi, visual flight rules
(VFR), instrument flight rules (IFR),
en route, takeoff, approach/landing, air
traffic control zones, restricted areas.

(4) Type. (Injury) Non-injury, serious
injury, fatality. (Damage) Minor/no
aircraft damage, substantial aircraft
damage, aircraft destroyed, in-flight
breakups. (Fire) No fire, post.

(5) Location. Rural, suburban, urban,
municipal airport, military base, inter-
national airport, large metropolitan
area.

(6) Public interest. General aviation,
business, commercial, commuter, air
carrier, collisions, any of the above
with a public figure on board.

[57 FR 48331, Oct. 23, 1992]

§ 101–37.1108 Accident and incident in-
vestigation reports.

The policies governing aircraft acci-
dent/incident investigation reports are
as follows:

(a) The operating agency or its des-
ignated investigating entity; e.g.,

NTSB, commercial contractors, etc.,
should prepare reports for all acci-
dents/incidents involving agency air-
craft that such agency or entity inves-
tigates.

(b) The factual report and the evalua-
tive report are the responsibility of the
operating agency. Agencies may estab-
lish agreements for the preparation of
the factual and evaluative reports with
the qualified in-house resources, com-
mercial contractors, and/or another
agency pursuant to an interagency
agreement.

(1) Factual report. The purpose of this
report is to assemble all available facts
about an accident/incident so that con-
clusions as to probable cause(s) can be
made, and secondarily for use in other
proceedings outside the area of acci-
dent/incident prevention. This report
does not contain opinions, conclusions,
or recommendations of the investiga-
tor(s) concerning any aspect of the ac-
cident/incident and should be made
available to any government agency
and/or private individuals or groups.
When agencies conduct investigations,
a copy of the narrative summary will
be provided to the NTSB. This report
includes only a factual narrative sum-
mary prepared by the investigator(s),
all factual material collected by the in-
vestigator(s), and a list of all known
witnesses. Privileged material such as
proprietary material of manufacturers
shall be attached in sealed addenda and
released only as appropriate. The fac-
tual summary prepared by the inves-
tigator(s) should give an overview of
the pertinent facts contained in the
factual report. Normally, the summary
should include, but is not limited to:

(i) Accident/incident identification,
including aircraft number and type,
date, and time of accident/incident;

(ii) History of flight/operation, in-
cluding the flight’s origin, course, des-
tination, time of departure, and time of
termination;

(iii) Purpose of flight;
(iv) Briefing and pre-flight, including

crew rest, description of any briefing
and pre-flight procedures;

(v) Flight, including flight plan, com-
munications, navigation, aircraft pa-
rameters (altitude, speed, etc.), and
weather;
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