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Subpart D—Operating
Requirements

§ 5.151 General limitations on use.
(a) The following transmission limi-

tations are applicable to all classes of
stations in the Experimental Radio
Service:

(1) Stations may make only such
transmissions as are necessary and di-
rectly related to the conduct of the li-
censee’s stated program of experimen-
tation as specified in this application
for construction permit and license and
the related station instrument of au-
thorization, and as governed by the
provisions of the rules and regulations
contained in this part. All trans-
missions shall be limited to the mini-
mum practical transmission time.

(2) When transmitting, the licensee
must use every precaution to insure
that the radio frequency energy emit-
ted will not cause harmful interference
to the services carried on by stations
operating in accordance with the Table
of Frequency Allocations of part 2 of
this chapter and, further, that the
power radiated is reduced to the lowest
practical value consistent with the pro-
gram of experimentation for which the
station authorization is granted. If
harmful interference to an established
radio service develops, the licensee
shall cease transmissions and such
transmissions shall not be resumed
until it is certain that harmful inter-
ference will not be caused.

(b) If experimental stations are to be
used to retransmit signals of any other
station or to transmit programs in-
tended for public reception or render
any communications service, a full dis-
closure of this must be made in the ap-
plication for license.

[28 FR 12506, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 48
FR 52738, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.152 Station identification.
Each class of station in the experi-

mental services shall, unless specifi-
cally exempted by the terms of the sta-
tion authorization, transmit its as-
signed call sign at the end of each com-
plete transmission: Provided, however,
That the transmission of the call sign
at the end of each transmission is not
required for projects requiring continu-

ous, frequent, or extended use of the
transmitting apparatus, if, during such
periods and in connection with such
use, the call sign is transmitted at
least once every thirty minutes.

§ 5.153 Suspension of transmission re-
quired.

The radiations of the transmitter
shall be suspended immediately upon
detection or notification of a deviation
from the technical requirements of the
station authorization until such devi-
ation is corrected, except for trans-
missions concerning the immediate
safety of life or property, in which case
the transmissions shall be suspended as
soon as the emergency is terminated.

§ 5.154 [Reserved]

§ 5.155 Operator requirements.
(a) The licensee shall ensure that all

transmitter adjustments which affect
the proper operation of a station shall
be made by a person qualified to per-
form such adjustments.

(b) The licensee shall be responsible
for ensuring that the person operating
the transmitter is qualified to operate
said station.

(c) When transmitting radio-
telegraphy by any type of Morse Code,
the operator shall have proved his abil-
ity to transmit by hand and receive by
ear texts in Morse Code signals.

(d) The provisions of this section
shall not be construed to change or di-
minish in any respect the responsibil-
ity of station licensees to have and to
maintain control over the stations li-
censed to them, or for proper function-
ing and operation of those stations in
accordance with the terms of the li-
censes of those stations.

[48 FR 52738, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.156 [Reserved]

§ 5.157 Posting station licenses.
(a) The current original authoriza-

tion for each station shall be retained
as a permanent part of the station
records but need not be posted.

(b) A clearly legible copy of the au-
thorization for each station at a fixed
location shall be posted at every con-
trol point of the station.

[44 FR 29071, May 18, 1979]
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§ 5.158 Authorized points of commu-
nication.

Stations in the Experimental Radio
Service may communicate only with
other stations licensed in the Experi-
mental Radio Service: Provided, how-
ever, That upon a satisfactory showing
that the proposed communications are
essential to the conduct of the research
project, authority may be granted to
communicate with stations in other
services and U.S. Government stations.

[28 FR 12506, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 48
FR 52737, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.159 Operation during an emer-
gency.

(a) The licensee of any station in the
Experimental Radio Service may, dur-
ing a period of emergency in which the
normal communication facilities are
disrupted as a result of hurricane,
flood, earthquake, or similar disaster,
utilize such station for emergency
communication service, subject to
other provisions of this section, by
communicating in a manner other than
that specified in the station license.

(b) As soon as possible after the be-
ginning of such emergency use, notice
shall be sent to the Commission at
Washington, DC, and to the Engineer
in Charge of the district in which the
station is located, stating the nature of
the emergency and the use to which
the station is being put.

(c) The emergency use of the station
shall be discontinued as soon as sub-
stantially normal communication fa-
cilities are again available.

(d) The Commission at Washington,
DC, and the Engineer in Charge shall
be notified immediately when such spe-
cial use of the station is terminated.

(e) In no event shall any station en-
gage in emergency transmission on fre-
quencies other than, or with power in
excess of, that specified in the instru-
ment of authorization or as otherwise
expressly provided by the Commission,
or by law.

(f) The Commission may, at any
time, order the discontinuance of any
such emergency communication under-
taken under this section.

[28 FR 12506, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 48
FR 52737, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.160 Inspection of stations.
All stations and records of stations

in the Experimental Radio Service
shall be made available for inspection
at any time while the station is in op-
eration or shall be made available for
inspection upon reasonable request of
an authorized representative of the
Commission.

[28 FR 12506, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 48
FR 52737, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.161 Inspection and maintenance of
tower marking and lighting and as-
sociated control equipment.

The licensee of any radio station
which has an antenna structure re-
quired to be painted and illuminated
pursuant to the provisions of section
303(q) of the Communications Act of
1934, as amended, and part 17 of this
chapter, shall perform the inspections
and maintain the tower marking and
lighting, and associated control equip-
ment, in accordance with the require-
ments of §§ 17.43 through 17.57 of this
chapter.

[34 FR 3802, Mar. 5, 1969]

§ 5.162 Notice of violation.
(a) Any licensee who appears to have

violated any provision of the Commu-
nications Act or any provision of this
chapter, shall be served with a written
notice calling the facts to his attention
and requesting a statement concerning
the matter.

(b) Within 10 days from receipt of no-
tice or such other period as may be
specified, the licensee shall send a
written answer, in duplicate, direct to
the office of the Commission originat-
ing the official notice. If an answer
cannot be sent nor an acknowledgment
made within such 10-day period by rea-
son of illness or other unavoidable cir-
cumstances, acknowledgment and an-
swer shall be made at the earliest prac-
ticable date with a satisfactory expla-
nation of the delay.

(c) The answer to each notice shall be
complete in itself and shall not be ab-
breviated by reference to other com-
munications or answers to other no-
tices. If the notice relates to violations
that may be due to the physical or
electrical characteristics of transmit-
ting apparatus, the answer shall state
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fully what steps, if any, have been
taken to prevent future violations,
and, if any new apparatus is to be in-
stalled, the date such apparatus was
ordered, the name of the manufacturer,
and the promised date of delivery. If
the installation of such apparatus re-
quires a construction permit, the file
number of the application shall be
given, or if a file number has not been
assigned by the Commission, such iden-
tification shall be given as will permit
ready identification of the application.
If the notice of violation relates to
lack of attention to or improper oper-
ation of the transmitter, the name and
license number of the operator in
charge shall be given.

§ 5.163 Content of station records.

(a) The licensee of each station in the
Experimental Radio Service shall
maintain adequate records of the sta-
tion’s operations, including:

(1) Dates and hours of operation.
(2) All measurements of the fre-

quency(ies), including the name of the
person making the measurements, the
exact frequency measured or the ob-
served deviations from the assigned
frequency(ies) expressed in Hertz, kilo-
hertz or percent plus or minus, and a
statement of any corrective action
taken.

(3) Power.
(4) Types of emission.
(5) Chronological record of experi-

mentation conducted.
(6) The name of the operator on duty.
(b) For all stations, when service or

maintenance duties are performed
which may affect their proper oper-
ation, the responsible operator shall
sign and date an entry in the station
record concerned, giving:

(1) Pertinent details of all duties per-
formed by the operator or under the
operator’s supervision; and

(2) The operator’s name and address.
(c) For stations whose antenna struc-

ture is required to be illuminated, a
record in accordance with the require-
ments of § 17.49 of this chapter.

[28 FR 12506, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 34
FR 3802, Mar. 5, 1969; 35 FR 5618, Apr. 7, 1970;
48 FR 52737 and 52738, Nov. 22, 1983]

§ 5.164 Form of station records.

(a) The records shall be kept in an or-
derly manner, in suitable form, and in
such detail that the data required are
readily available. Key letters or abbre-
viations may be used if proper meaning
or explanation is set forth in the
record.

(b) Each entry in the record shall be
signed by a person having actual
knowledge of the facts to be recorded.

(c) No record or portion thereof shall
be erased, obliterated, or willfully de-
stroyed within the required retention
period. Any necessary correction may
be made only by the persons originat-
ing the entry, who shall strike out the
erroneous portion, initial the correc-
tion made, and indicate the date of cor-
rection.

(d) A copy of this part shall be main-
tained in the records of each fixed or
land station licensed under this part.

§ 5.165 Retention of station records.

Records required to be kept by this
part shall be retained by the licensee
for a period of at least one year.

§ 5.166 Adherence to program of re-
search.

(a) The program of experimentation
as stated by an applicant in its applica-
tion for construction permit or license
or in the station instrument of author-
ization, shall be substantially adhered
to unless the licensee is authorized to
do otherwise by the Commission.

(b) Where some phases of the experi-
mental program are not covered by the
general rules of the Commission or by
the rules of this part, the Commission
may specify supplemental or additional
requirements or conditions in each
case as deemed necessary in the public
interest, convenience, or necessity.

Subpart E—Experimental
Authorizations

SOURCE: 48 FR 52738, Nov. 22, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 5.201 Eligibility of license.

(a) Authorizations for stations in the
Experimental Radio Service will be
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