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1801.602–3 Ratification of unauthor-
ized commitments. (NASA supple-
ments paragraphs (b) and (c))

(b) Policy. Individuals making unau-
thorized commitments may be subject
to disciplinary action, and the issue
may be referred to the Office of Inspec-
tor General.

(c)(7) The authority in FAR 1.602–3
may be exercised only when—

(A) The Government employee who
made the unauthorized commitment,
or his/her supervisor, if appropriate,
initiates a procurement request in ac-
cordance with 1804.7301.

(B) The procurement request and/or
accompanying documentation identi-
fies the individual who made the unau-
thorized commitment, and includes a
statement signed by the individual
that explains why normal acquisition
procedures were not followed, explains
why the firm was selected, lists other
sources considered, describes the work,
and estimates or states the agreed
price. If the Government representa-
tive who made the unauthorized com-
mitment is no longer available, appro-
priate program personnel shall provide
the information described in this para-
graph.

(C) The procurement request is sub-
mitted through the director of the cog-
nizant program office at the contract-
ing activity, or comparable official. In
the procurement request, the director
shall describe measures taken to pre-
vent the recurrence of the unauthor-
ized commitment.

1801.603 Selection, appointment, and
termination of appointment.

1801.603–2 Selection.
Normally, only GS–1102 and –1105 per-

sonnel with the proper training and ex-
perience may be appointed contracting
officers and only when a valid organi-
zational need can be demonstrated.

1801.670 Delegations to contracting of-
ficer’s technical representatives
(COTRs).

A COTR delegation may be made
only by the contracting officer cog-
nizant of that contract at the time the
delegation is made. If the cognizant
contracting officer is absent, the dele-
gation letter may be signed by a war-

ranted contracting officer at any level
above the cognizant contracting offi-
cer. An individual COTR may have
only the duties specifically identified
in a written delegation to him or her
by name (i.e., COTR duties may not be
delegated to a position) and has no au-
thority to exceed them. COTRs should
be informed that they may be person-
ally liable for unauthorized commit-
ments. Contracting officer authority to
sign or authorize contractual instru-
ments shall not be delegated through a
COTR designation or by any means
other than a contracting officer war-
rant.

Subpart 1801.7—Determinations
and Findings

1801.707 Signatory authority.

Signatory authority for determina-
tions and findings (D&Fs) is specified
in the FAR or the NFS text for the as-
sociated subject matter. The Adminis-
trator may make any of the D&Fs that
may be made by the Associate Admin-
istrator for Procurement or by a con-
tracting officer.

1801.770 Legal review.

Each D&F, including class D&Fs,
shall be reviewed by counsel for form
and legality before signature by the ap-
proving authority.

PART 1802—DEFINITIONS OF
WORDS AND TERMS

Sec.
1802.000 Scope of part.

Subpart 1802.1—Definitions

1802.101 Definitions.

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1)

SOURCE: 61 FR 40537, Aug. 5, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

1802.000 Scope of part.

Commonly used words and terms are
defined in FAR subpart 2.1. This part
1802 gives NASA-specific meanings for
some of these words and terms and de-
fines other words and terms commonly
used in the NASA acquisition process.
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