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that they conform to all applicable
Federal and Department information
resource management policies, plans,
standards, procedures, and guidelines.

(8) Design, develop, implement, and
revise systems, processes, work meth-
ods, and techniques to improve the
management and operational effective-
ness of information resources.

(9) Administer the Departmental
records, forms, reports, and directives
management programs, in coordination
with the Senior Official designated
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1980 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520).

(10) Manage all aspects of the USDA
telecommunications program including
planning, development, acquisition,
and use of equipment and systems for
voice and data communications, ex-
cluding the actual procurement of data
transmission  equipment, software,
maintenance, and related supplies.
Manage Departmental telecommuni-
cations contracts. Provide technical
advice throughout the Department on
telecommunications matters.

(11) Implement a program for apply-
ing information resources management
technology to improve productivity in
the Department.

(12) Provide leadership to integrate
and unify the management process for
the Department’s major information
resource management system acquisi-
tions and to monitor implementation
of the policies and practices set forth
in applicable OMB Circulars.

(13) Provide Departmental services
related to Departmental administra-
tive regulations, Secretarial issuances,
and related management support.

(14) Plan, develop, install, and oper-
ate computer-based systems for mes-
sage exchange, scheduling, computer
conferencing, and other applications of
office automation technology which
can be commonly used by multiple De-
partment agencies and offices.

(15) Provide automation, forms man-
agement, files management, directives
management, and related services,
with authority to take any action re-
quired by law or regulation to provide
such services, for:

(i) The Secretary of Agriculture;

(ii) The general officers of the De-
partment, except the Inspector Gen-
eral;
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(iii) The offices and agencies report-
ing to the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration; and

(iv) Provide such services as listed in
paragraph (a)(15) of this section for any
other officer or agency of the Depart-
ment as may be agreed.

(16) Represent the Department in
contacts with the General Accounting
Office, the General Services Adminis-
tration, the Office of Management and
Budget, the National Bureau of Stand-
ards, and other organizations or agen-
cies on matters related to delegated re-
sponsibilities.

(17) Provide staff assistance as re-
quired for the Secretary, general offi-
cers, and other Department and agency
officials.

(18) Provide related support services
needed by the Department to carry out
defense responsibilities.

(19) Review, clear, and coordinate all
statistical forms, survey plans, and re-
porting and record keeping require-
ments originating in the Department
and requiring approval by the Office of
Management and Budget under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act of 1980 (44
U.S.C. 3501-3520).

(20) Review and make recommenda-
tions to the Assistant Secretary for
Administration on proposed waivers to
Federal Information Processing Stand-
ards (FIPS) pursuant to section
111(d)(3) of the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as
amended (40 U.S.C. 759(d)(3)).

(b) [Reserved]

§2.91 Director, Office of Operations.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to §2.24
(@)(3), (a)(4) and (a)(11), the following
delegations of authority are made by
the Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration to the Director, Office of Oper-
ations:

(1) Promulgate Departmental poli-
cies, standards, techniques, and proce-
dures, and represent the Department,
in the following:

(i) Contracting for and the procure-
ment of administrative and operating
supplies, services, equipment and con-
struction;

(ii) Socioeconomic programs relating
to contracting, excepting those mat-
ters otherwise vested by statute in the
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Director of Small and Disadvantaged
Business Utilization;

(iii) Selection, standardization, and
simplification of program delivery
processes utilizing contracts;

(iv) Acquisition, leasing, utilization,
value analysis, construction, mainte-
nance, and disposition of real and per-
sonal property, including control of
space assignments;

(v) Acquisition, storage, distribution
and disposition of forms, supplies and
equipment;

(vi) Mail management;

(vii) Motor vehicle fleet and other ve-
hicular transportation;

(viii) Transportation of things (traf-
fic management);

(ix) Prevention, control, and abate-
ment of pollution with respect to Fed-
eral facilities and activities under the
control of the Department (Executive
Order 12088, 3 CFR, 1978 Comp., p. 243);

(X) Implementation of the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Prop-
erty Policies Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 4601
et seq.); and

(xi) Development and implementa-
tion of energy management actions re-
lated to the internal operations of the

Department. Maintain liaison with
other Government agencies in these
matters.

(2) Operate, or provide for the oper-
ation of, centralized Departmental
services to provide printing, copy re-
production, offset composition, supply,
mail, automated mailing lists, excess
property pool, resource recovery, ship-
ping and receiving, forms, labor serv-
ices, issuance of general employee
identification cards, supplemental dis-
tribution of Department directives,
space allocation and management, and
related management support.

(3) Exercise the following special au-
thorities:

(i) The Director, Office of Operations,
is designated as the Department’s De-
barring Officer, and authorized to per-
form the functions of 48 CFR part 9,
subparts 9.406 and 9.407;

(ii) Conduct liaison with the Office of
the FEDERAL REGISTER (1 CFR part 16),
including the making of required cer-
tifications pursuant to 1 CFR part 18;

(iii) Maintain custody and permit ap-
propriate use of the official seal of the
Department;
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(iv) Establish policy for the use of
the official flags of the Secretary and
the Department;

(v) Coordinate collection of historical
material for Presidential Libraries;

(vi) Oversee the safeguarding of un-
classified materials designated ‘‘For
Official Use Only;”’

(vii) Make determinations under 48
CFR 14.406-3(a)—(d), related to mistakes
in bids alleged after opening of bids and
before award. Except for the authority
to permit withdrawal of bids under 48
CFR 14.406-3(c), this authority may not
be redelegated; and

(viii) Make information returns to
the Internal Revenue Service as pre-
scribed by 26 U.S.C. 6050M and by 26
CFR 1.6050M-1 and such other Treasury
regulations, guidelines or procedures as
may be issued by the Internal Revenue
Service in accordance with 26 U.S.C.
6050M. This includes executing such
verifications or certifications as may
be required by 26 CFR 1.6050M-1, and
making the election allowed by 26 CFR
1.6050M-1(d)(5)(i).

(4) Provide procurement, property
management, space management, com-
munications (telephone), messenger,
and related services with authority to
take actions required by law or regula-
tion to perform such services for:

(i) The Secretary of Agriculture;

(if) The general officers of the De-
partment, except the Inspector Gen-
eral;

(iii) The offices and agencies report-
ing to the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration; and

(iv) Provide such services as listed in
paragraph (a)(4) of this section for any
other officers or agencies of the De-
partment as may be agreed.

(5) Exercise full Departmentwide con-
tracting and procurement authority for
automatic data processing and data
transmission equipment, software,
services, maintenance, and related sup-
plies, subject to the review of the Sen-
ior Official designated under the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 (44 U.S.C.
3501-3520). This authority includes the
promulgation of Departmental direc-
tives regulating the management of
contracting and procurement func-
tions.
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(6) Provide related support services
needed by the Department to carry out
defense responsibilities.

(7) Provide staff assistance for the
Secretary, general officers and other
Department and agency officials.

(8) Represent the Department in con-
tacts with the General Accounting Of-
fice, the General Services Administra-
tion, the Office of Management and
Budget, and other organizations or
agencies on matters related to assigned
responsibilities.

(9) Exercise authority under the De-
partment’s Acquisition Executive (As-
sistant Secretary for Administration)
to integrate and unify the management
process for the Department’s major
system acquisitions and to monitor im-
plementation of the policies and prac-
tices set forth in OMB Circular A-109,
Major Systems Acquisitions. This dele-
gation includes the authority to:

(i) Insure that OMB Circular A-109 is
effectively implemented in the Depart-
ment and that the management objec-
tives of the Circular are realized;

(ii) Review the program management
of each major system acquisition;

(iii) Designate the program manager
for each major system acquisition; and

(iv) Designate any Departmental ac-
quisition as a major system acquisition
under OMB Circular A-109.

(10) Pursuant to Executive Order
12352, 3 CFR, 1982 Comp., p. 137, and sec-
tions 16, 20(b), and 21 of the Office of
Federal Procurement Policy Act, as
amended, 41 U.S.C. 414, 418(b) and 418,
the Director, Office of Operations, is
designated as the Senior Procurement
Executive for the Department with re-
sponsibility for the following:

(i) Prescribing and publishing De-
partmental procurement policies, regu-
lations, and procedures;

(if) Taking any necessary actions
consistent with policies, regulations,
and procedures with respect to pur-
chases, contracts, leases, and other
transactions;

(iii) Designating contracting officers;

(iv) Establishing clear lines of con-
tracting authority;

(v) Evaluating and monitoring the
performance of the Department’s pro-
curement system;
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(vi) Managing and enhancing career
development of the procurement work
force;

(vii) Participating in the develop-
ment of Government-wide procurement
policies, regulations, and standards and
determining specific areas where Gov-
ernment-wide performance standards
should be established and applied;

(viii) Determining areas of Depart-
ment-unique standards and developing
unique Department-wide standards;

(ix) Certifying to the Secretary that
the procurement system meets ap-
proved standards;

(x) Prescribing standards for agency
Procurement Executives and designat-
ing agency Procurement Executives
when these standards are met;

(xi) Redelegating, as appropriate, the
authority in paragraph (a)(10)(i) of this
section to USDA agency Procurement
Executives or other qualified agency
officials with no power of further re-
delegation; and

(xii) Redelegating the authorities in
paragraphs (a)(10)(ii), (iii), (iv), (vi),
and (vii) of this section to USDA agen-
cy Procurement Executives or other
qualified agency officials with the
power of further redelegation.

(11) Promulgate Departmental poli-
cies, standards, techniques, and proce-
dures and represent the Department in
maintaining the security of physical
facilities, self-protection, and warden
services.

(12) With respect to land and facili-
ties under his or her authority, exer-
cise the functions delegated to the Sec-
retary by Executive Order 12580, 3 CFR,
1987 Comp., p. 193, under the following
provisions of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act of 1980 (‘“‘the Act”),
as amended:

(i) Sections 104 (a), (b), and (c)(4) of
the Act (42 U.S.C. 9604 (a), (b), and
(c)(4)), with respect to removal and re-
medial actions in the event of release
or threatened release of a hazardous
substance, pollutant, or contaminant
into the environment;

(ii) Sections 104(e)—(h) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9604(e)-(h)), with respect to in-
formation gathering and access re-
quests and orders; compliance with
Federal health and safety standards
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and wage and labor standards applica-
ble to covered work; and emergency
procurement powers;

(iii) Section 104(i)(11) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9604(i)(11)), with respect to the
reduction of exposure to significant
risk to human health;

(iv) Section 104(j) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9604(j)), with respect to the ac-
quisition of real property and interests
in real property required to conduct a
remedial action;

(v) The first two sentences of section
105(d) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9605(d)),
with respect to petitions for prelimi-
nary assessment of a release or threat-
ened release;

(vi) Section 105(f) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9605(f)), with respect to consider-
ation of the availability of qualified
minority firms in awarding contracts,
but excluding that portion of section
105(f) pertaining to the annual report
to Congress;

(vii) Section 109 of the Act (42 U.S.C.
9609), with respect to the assessment of
civil penalties for violations of section
122 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9622), and the
granting of awards to individuals pro-
viding information;

(viii) Section 111(f) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9611(f)), with respect to the des-
ignation of officials who may obligate
money in the Hazardous Substances
Superfund,;

(ix) Section 113(k) of the Act (42
U.S.C. 9613(k)), with respect to estab-
lishing an administrative record upon
which to base the selection of a re-
sponse action and identifying and noti-
fying potentially responsible parties;

(x) Section 116(a) of the Act (42 U.S.C.
9616(a)), with respect to preliminary as-
sessment and site inspection of facili-
ties;

(xi) Sections 117 (a) and (c) of the Act
(42 U.S.C. 9617 (a) and (c)), with respect
to public participation in the prepara-
tion of any plan for remedial action
and explanation of variances from the
final remedial action plan for any re-
medial action or enforcement action,
including any settlement or consent
decree entered into;

(xii) Section 119 of the Act (42 U.S.C.
9119), with respect to indemnifying re-
sponse action contractors;
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(xiii) Section 121 of the Act (42 U.S.C.
9621), with respect to cleanup stand-
ards; and

(xiv) Section 122 of the Act (42 U.S.C.
9622), with respect to settlements, but
excluding section 122(b)(1) of the Act
(42 U.S.C. 9622(b)(1)), related to mixed
funding agreements.

(13) With respect to facilities and ac-
tivities under his or her authority, to
exercise the authority of the Secretary
of Agriculture pursuant to section 1-
102 related to compliance with applica-
ble pollution control standards and sec-
tion 1-601 of Executive Order 12088, 3
CFR, 1978 Comp., p. 243, to enter into
an inter-agency agreement with the
United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, or an administrative con-
sent order or a consent judgment in an
appropriate State, interstate, or local
agency, containing a plan and schedule
to achieve and maintain compliance
with applicable pollution control
standards established pursuant to the
following:

(i) Solid Waste Disposal Act, as
amended by the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act, as further amended
by the Hazardous and Solid Waste
Amendments, and the Federal Facility
Compliance Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.);

(ii) Federal Water Pollution Preven-
tion and Control Act, as amended (33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.);

(iii) Safe Drinking Water Act, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.);

(iv) Clean Air Act, as amended (42
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.);

(v) Noise Control Act of 1972, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.);

(vi) Toxic Substances Control Act, as
amended (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.);

(vii) Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act, as amended (7
U.S.C. 136 et seq.); and

(viii) Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980, as amended by the Super-
fund Amendments and Reauthorization
Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.).

(b) [Reserved]

§2.92 Director, Office of Personnel.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to §2.24
(@)(4), (&)(5) and (a)(7), subject to res-
ervations in §2.24(b)(1), the following
delegations of authority are made by
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