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in the manner prescribed in § 1.147(b) of
the Uniform Rules of Practice (7 CFR
1.147(b)).

(b) The written notification or con-
firmation, specified in paragraph (a) of
this section, which shall constitute the
complaint in the proceeding, shall
briefly set forth the reason for the sus-
pension of the assignment of inspec-
tors, including allegations of fact
which constitute a basis for the action.
The complaint shall offer the respond-
ent opportunity to submit a specific
written statement by way of answer
and the right to request a hearing with
respect to the merits or validity of the
suspension action, and shall state the
time within which answer by the re-
spondent must be made, which shall
not be less than 10 days after service of
the complaint. At any time prior to the
close of the hearing, the complaint
may be amended; but, in case of an
amendment adding new provisions, the
hearing shall, on the request of the re-
spondent, be adjourned for a period not
exceeding 15 days, if the judge deter-
mines that such and adjournment is
necessary to avoid prejudice to the re-
spondent.

(c) A copy of the complaint served
upon the respondent shall be filed with
the Hearing Clerk who shall assign the
matter a docket number.

(d) After the complaint is served
upon the respondent, as provided in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section,
the proceeding shall thereafter be con-
ducted in accordance with rules of
practice which shall be adopted for the
proceeding.

Subpart D—Rules Applicable to
Suspension of Assignment of
Inspectors Under Section 3(b)
of the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act

AUTHORITY: Sec. 21, 34 Stat. 1260, as amend-
ed, 21 U.S.C. 621; 92 Stat. 1069, 42 FR 35625,
35626, 35631.

SOURCE: 44 FR 68817, Nov. 30, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 335.30 Suspension of the assignment
of inspectors under section 3(b) of
the Act.

In any situation in which the Admin-
istrator has determined that livestock
have been inhumanely slaughtered or
handled in connection with slaughter
at an official establishment, the Ad-
ministrator may suspend the assign-
ment of inspectors at that establish-
ment, in whole or in part, as the Ad-
ministrator determines necessary to
prevent inhumane treatment of live-
stock. The Administrator shall notify
the operator of an establishment orally
or in writing, of such suspension as
soon as possible. In the event of oral
notification, a written confirmation
shall be given as promptly as cir-
cumstances permit to the operator of
the establishment. The written notifi-
cation or confirmation shall be served
upon the operator of the establishment
in a manner prescribed in § 1.147(b) of
the Uniform Rules of Practice (7 CFR
1.147(b)).

§ 335.31 Written notification to opera-
tor of establishment of incident.

The written notification or confirma-
tion, specified in § 335.30, shall con-
stitute the complaint in the proceeding
and shall briefly set forth the reason
for the suspension of the assignment of
inspectors, including allegations of
fact which constitute a basis for the
action. The complaint shall offer the
establishment the opportunity to re-
quest a hearing with respect to the
merits or validity of the suspension ac-
tion and shall give the establishment
the opportunity to furnish written as-
surances satisfactory to the Secretary
that all inhumane slaughtering and
handling in connection with slaughter
have stopped and will not recur. The
complaint shall state the time within
which the respondent’s answer must be
made, which shall not be less than 10
days after service of the complaint.

§ 335.32 Procedure upon receipt of the
establishment answer.

If any establishment notified in ac-
cordance with § 335.31:
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(a) Returns an answer and requests a
hearing, the complaint, answer, and re-
quest for hearing shall be filed with the
Hearing Clerk, who shall assign the
matter a docket number. The proceed-
ing shall thereafter be conducted in ac-
cordance with the rules of practice
which shall be adopted for the proceed-
ing; or

(b) Returns written assurances which
the Secretary determines to be unsatis-
factory, the establishment shall
promptly be informed of this deter-
mination in a written notification.
Said notification shall briefly set forth
the reason the assurances were deemed
unacceptable and shall offer the estab-
lishment the right to file an answer to
the original complaint and to request a
hearing with respect to the merits or
validity of the suspension action. If
any establishment so notified files an
answer to the original complaint and
requests a hearing, a copy of the com-
plaint, answer, and request for hearing
shall be filed with the Hearing Clerk,
who shall assign the matter a docket
number. The proceeding shall there-
after be conducted in accordance with
the rules of practice which shall be
adopted for the proceeding.

(c) Returns written assurances which
the Secretary determines to be satis-
factory, the suspension shall be termi-
nated and the establishment informed
of this action as soon as possible.

Subpart E—Criminal Violations

AUTHORITY: Sec. 406, Pub. L. 99–641, 100
Stat. 3571; 21 U.S.C. 606 note.

§ 335.40 Opportunity for presentation
of views before report of criminal
violations.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(a)(1) through (5) of this section, before
any violation of the Federal Meat In-
spection Act is reported to the Depart-
ment of Justice by the Secretary for
criminal prosecution the Secretary
must give reasonable notice to the sus-

pected violator that the Secretary in-
tends to report the violation for pros-
ecution and give the suspected violator
an opportunity to present the viola-
tor’s views to the Secretary with re-
spect to such proceeding.

(1) Notice and opportunity need not
be provided if the Secretary has any
reason to believe that providing such
notice and opportunity could result in
the alteration or destruction of evi-
dence, or where disclosure could result
in injury to persons or property.

(2) Notice and opportunity need not
be provided if the Secretary has any
reason to believe that providing such
notice and opportunity could result in
flight of a suspected violator to avoid
prosecution.

(3) Notice and opportunity need not
be provided if the Secretary has any
reason to believe that providing such
notice and opportunity could result in
compromising special investigative
techniques, such as undercover or
other covert operations.

(4) Notice and opportunity need not
be provided when the impending crimi-
nal referral involves suspicion of brib-
ery and related offenses, or clandestine
slaughtering and/or processing oper-
ations.

(5) Notice and opportunity need not
be provided when the impending refer-
ral is part of an investigation involving
non-Act violations, and the Act and
non-Act violations are jointly referred
for prosecution.

(b) A notice of opportunity to present
views will be sent by registered or cer-
tified mail, summarize the violations
that constitute the basis of the con-
templated prosecution, and describe
the procedures for presentation of
views. Any information given by a re-
spondent, orally or in writing, shall be-
come part of the Department’s official
record concerning the matter. The De-
partment is under no obligation to dis-
close evidence to the suspected viola-
tor.

[52 FR 13828, Apr. 27, 1987]
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