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1 A list of approved disinfectants is avail-
able upon request from the Facilities, Equip-
ment and Sanitation Division, Technical
Services, Food Safety and Inspection Serv-
ice, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250.

approved by the Administrator 1 before
stimulation of the next carcass. In the
event that carcass contact surfaces of
the equipment cannot be cleaned and
disinfected between carcass stimula-
tions, those surfaces shall be imme-
diately removed from contact with the
exposed carcass and cleaned and dis-
infected before carcass contact is re-
sumed.

(3) If stimulation is applied after the
carcass has been inspected, carcass
contact surfaces of the equipment need
not be disinfected with a disinfectant
approved by the Administrator before
stimulation of the next carcass. Car-
cass contact surfaces shall be main-
tained in a clean and sanitary condi-
tion.

(c) Preventing product contamination.
Carcass contamination of edible tissue
by stomach contents, feces and/or urine
is unacceptable. To prevent such occur-
rences, any of the following optional
procedures may be used before stimula-
tion to prevent this contamination:

(1) Leave the sphincter muscles in-
tact;

(2) Cut the rectum and the urethra
free from surrounding tissue and se-
curely tie each off;

(3) Partially open the mid-line and/or
saw the brisket to reduce pressure on
the visceral organs; or

(4) Any other pressure-relieving or
discharge-restricting alternative ac-
ceptable to the Administrator. Alter-
natives should be presented in writing,
through the inspector-in-charge, to the
Program for approval.

(d) Cleaning. All equipment must be
thoroughly cleaned at least daily.

[53 FR 46433, Nov. 17, 1988]

PART 309—ANTE–MORTEM
INSPECTION

Sec.
309.1 Ante-mortem inspection in pens of of-

ficial establishments.

309.2 Livestock suspected of being diseased
or affected with certain conditions; iden-
tifying suspects; disposition on post-
mortem inspection or otherwise.

309.3 Dead, dying, disabled, or diseased and
similar livestock.

309.4 Livestock showing symptoms of cer-
tain metabolic, toxic, nervous, or cir-
culatory disturbances, nutritional imbal-
ances, or infectious or parasitic diseases.

309.5 Swine; disposal because of hog cholera.
309.6 Epithelioma of the eye.
309.7 Livestock affected with anthrax;

cleaning and disinfection of infected live-
stock pens and driveways.

309.8 Cattle affected with anasarca and gen-
eralized edema.

309.9 Swine erysipelas.
309.10 Onset of parturition.
309.11 Vaccine livestock.
309.12 Emergency slaughter; inspection

prior to.
309.13 Disposition of condemned livestock.
309.14 Brucellosis-reactor goats.
309.15 Vesicular diseases.
309.16 Livestock suspected of having bio-

logical residues.
309.17 Livestock used for research.
309.18 Official marks and devices for pur-

poses of ante-mortem inspection.

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 601–695; 7 CFR 2.17,
2.55.

SOURCE: 35 FR 15563, Oct. 3, 1970, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 309.1 Ante-mortem inspection in pens
of official establishments.

(a) All livestock offered for slaughter
in an official establishment shall be ex-
amined and inspected on the day of and
before slaughter unless, because of un-
usual circumstances, prior arrange-
ments acceptable to the Administrator
have been made in specific cases by the
circuit supervisor for such examination
and inspection to be made on a dif-
ferent day before slaughter.

(b) Such ante-mortem inspection
shall be made in pens on the premises
of the establishment at which the live-
stock are offered for slaughter before
the livestock shall be allowed to enter
into any department of the establish-
ment where they are to be slaughtered
or dressed or in which edible products
are handled. When the holding pens of
an official establishment are located in
a public stockyard and are reserved for
the exclusive use of the establishment,
such pens shall be regarded as part of
the premises of that establishment and
the operator of the establishment shall
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be responsible for compliance with all
requirements of the regulations in this
subchapter with respect to such pens.

§ 309.2 Livestock suspected of being
diseased or affected with certain
conditions; identifying suspects;
disposition on post-mortem inspec-
tion or otherwise.

(a) Any livestock which, on ante-
mortem inspection, do not clearly
show, but are suspected of being af-
fected with any disease or condition
that, under part 311 of this subchapter,
may cause condemnation of the carcass
on post-mortem inspection, and any
livestock which show, on ante-mortem
inspection, any disease or condition
that, under part 311 of this subchapter
would cause condemnation of only part
of the carcass on post-mortem inspec-
tion, shall be so handled as to retain
its identity as a suspect until it is
given final post-mortem inspection,
when the carcass shall be marked and
disposed of as provided in parts 310 and
311 of this subchapter, or until it is dis-
posed of as otherwise provided in this
part.

(b) All seriously crippled animals and
animals commonly termed ‘‘downers,’’
shall be identified as U.S. Suspects and
disposed of as provided in § 311.1 of this
subchapter unless they are required to
be classed as condemned under § 309.3.

(c) Livestock which have reacted to a
test for leptospirosis, or anaplasmosis,
but which show no symptoms of the
disease, shall be identified as U.S. Sus-
pects and disposed of as provided in
§ 311.10 of this subchapter.

(d) Livestock which are known to
have reacted to the tuberculin test
shall be identified as U.S. Suspects and
disposed of as provided in § 311.2 of this
subchapter, except that livestock bear-
ing an official ‘‘USDA Reactor’’ or
similar State reactor tag shall not be
tagged as U.S. Suspects.

(e) Any cattle found on ante-mortem
inspection to be affected with
epithelioma of the eye or of the orbital
region to a lesser extent than as de-
scribed in § 309.6 shall be identified as a
U.S. Suspect and disposed of as pro-
vided in § 311.12 of this subchapter.

(f) Cattle found on ante-mortem in-
spection to be affected with anasarca
to a lesser extent than as described in
§ 309.8 shall be identified as U.S. Sus-

pects and disposed of as provided in
§ 311.8 of this subchapter or paragraph
(g) of this section.

(g) Any livestock suspected of being
affected with anasarca may be set
apart and held for treatment under
Program or other responsible official
supervision approved by the area super-
visor. If at the expiration of the treat-
ment period the livestock upon exam-
ination is found to be free from disease,
it may be released for any purpose.
Otherwise, it shall be identified as U.S.
Suspect and disposed of as provided in
§ 311.8 of this subchapter or condemned
and disposed of as provided in § 309.8,
whichever is appropriate.

(h) All hogs suspected on ante-
mortem inspection of being affected
with swine erysipelas shall be identi-
fied as U.S. Suspects and disposed of as
provided in § 311.5 of this subchapter or
paragraph (i) of this section.

(i) A hog suspected of being affected
with swine erysipelas may be set apart
and held for treatment under Program
or other responsible official super-
vision approved by the area supervisor.
If at the expiration of the treatment
period the animal upon examination is
found to be free from disease, it may be
released for any purpose. Otherwise, it
shall be identified as U.S. Suspect and
disposed of as provided in § 311.5 of this
subchapter, or condemned and disposed
of as provided in § 309.13, whichever is
appropriate.

(j) Any livestock which is affected
with vesicular exanthema or vesicular
stomatitis, but which has recovered to
the extent that the lesions are in proc-
ess of healing, the temperature is with-
in normal range, and the livestock
shows a return to normal appetite and
activity, shall be identified as U.S.
Suspect and disposed of as provided in
§ 311.32 of this subchapter, except that
if desired, such livestock may be set
apart and held under supervision of a
Program employee or other official
designated by the area supervisor for
treatment. If the livestock is set aside
for treatment, the U.S. Suspect identi-
fication device will be removed by a
Program employee, following such
treatment, if the livestock is found to
be free from any such disease. Such
livestock found to be free from any
such disease may be released for
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