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§ 603.355 Exemptions.
(a) Specific. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.

552a(k)(2), the investigatory material
compiled for law enforcement purposes
in the following systems of records is
exempt from subsections (c)(3), (d),
(e)(1), (e)(4) (G), (H), and (I) and (f) of 5
U.S.C. 552a and from the provisions of
this part:

Farm Credit Bank loans—FCA.
Production Credit Association loans—FCA.
Agricultural Credit Association loans—FCA.
Federal Land Credit Association loans—FCA.
Agricultural Credit Bank loans—FCA.
Office of Inspector General Investigative

Files—FCA.

(b) General. (1) In addition, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 552a (j)(2), investigatory ma-
terials compiled for criminal law en-
forcement in the system of records de-
scribed in (b)(2) are exempt from all
subsections of 5 U.S.C. 552a, except (b),
(c) (1) and (2), (e)(4) (A) through (F), (e)
(6), (7), (9), (10), and (11), and (i). Ex-
emptions from the particular sub-
sections are justified for the following
reasons:

(i) From subsection (c)(3) because
making available to a record subject
the accounting of disclosures from
records concerning him/her would re-
veal investigative interest on the part
of the OIG. This would enable record
subjects to impede the investigation
by, for example, destroying evidence,
intimidating potential witnesses, or
fleeing the area to avoid inquiries or
apprehension by law enforcement per-
sonnel.

(ii) From subsection (c)(4) because
this system is exempt from the access
provisions of subsection (d) pursuant to
subsection (j)(2) of the Privacy Act.

(iii) From subsection (d) because the
records contained in this system relate
to official Federal investigations. Indi-
vidual access to those records might
compromise ongoing investigations, re-
veal confidential informants or con-
stitute unwarranted invasions of the
personal privacy of third parties who
are involved in a certain investigation.
Amendment of the records would inter-
fere with ongoing criminal law enforce-
ment proceedings and impose an im-
possible administrative burden by re-
quiring criminal investigations to be
continuously reinvestigated.

(iv) From subsections (e) (1) and (5)
because in the course of law enforce-
ment investigations, information may
occasionally be obtained or introduced
the accuracy of which is unclear or
which is not strictly relevant or nec-
essary to a specific investigation. In
the interests of effective law enforce-
ment, it is appropriate to retain all in-
formation that may aid in establishing
patterns of criminal activity. More-
over, it would impede the specific in-
vestigative process if it were necessary
to assure the relevance, accuracy,
timeliness and completeness of all in-
formation obtained.

(v) From subsection (e)(2) because in
a law enforcement investigation the re-
quirement that information be col-
lected to the greatest extent possible
from the subject individual would
present a serious impediment to law
enforcement in that the subject of the
investigation would be informed of the
existence of the investigation and
would therefore be able to avoid detec-
tion, apprehension, or legal obligations
or duties.

(vi) From subsection (e)(3) because to
comply with the requirements of this
subsection during the course of an in-
vestigation could impede the informa-
tion gathering process, thus hampering
the investigation.

(vii) From subsections (e)(4) (G), and
(H), and (I), (e)(8), (f), (g) and (h) be-
cause this system is exempt from the
access provisions of subsection (d) pur-
suant to subsection (j) of the Privacy
Act.

(2) Office of Inspector General Inves-
tigative Files—FCA.

[56 FR 2673, Jan. 24, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 32421, July 22, 1992]
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 5.9, 5.17 of the Farm Cred-
it Act; 12 U.S.C. 2243, 2252.

§ 604.400 Definitions.
For purposes of this part:
(a) Agency means the Farm Credit

Administration.
(b) Board means the Farm Credit Ad-

ministration Board.
(c) Exempt meeting and exempt portion

of a meeting mean, respectively, a meet-
ing or that part of a meeting des-
ignated as provided in § 604.430 of this
part as closed to the public by reason
of one or more of the exemptive provi-
sions listed in § 604.420 of this part.

(d) Meeting means the deliberations
of at least two (quorum) members of
the Board where such deliberations de-
termine or result in joint conduct or
disposition of official Farm Credit Ad-
ministration business.

(e) Member means any one of the
members of the Board.

(f) Open meeting means a meeting or
portion of a meeting which is not an
exempt meeting or an exempt portion
of a meeting.

(g) Public observation means the right
of any member of the public to attend
and observe, but not participate or
interfere in any way in, an open meet-
ing of the Board, within the limits of
reasonable and comfortable accom-
modations made available for such pur-
pose by the Farm Credit Administra-
tion.

[51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.405 Notice of public observation.
(a) A member of the public is not re-

quired to give advance notice to the
Farm Credit Administration of an in-
tention to exercise the right of public
observation of an open meeting of the
Board. However, in order to permit the
Farm Credit Administration to deter-
mine the amount of space and number
of seats which must be made available
to accommodate individuals who desire
to exercise the right of public observa-
tion, such individuals are requested to
give notice to the Farm Credit Admin-
istration at least two business days be-
fore the start of the open meeting of
the intention to exercise such right.

(b) Notice of intention to exercise the
right of public observation may be
given in writing, in person, or by tele-

phone to the official designated in
§ 604.440 of this part.

(c) Individuals who have not given
advance notice of intention to exercise
the right of public observation will not
be permitted to attend and observe the
open meeting of the Board if the avail-
able space and seating are necessary to
accommodate individuals who gave ad-
vance notice of such intention to the
Farm Credit Administration.

[42 FR 12161, Mar. 3, 1977. Redesignated and
amended at 51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.410 Scope of application.
The provisions of this part apply to

meetings of the Board, and do not
apply to conferences or other gather-
ings of employees of the Farm Credit
Administration who meet or join with
others, except at meetings of the
Board, to deliberate official agency
business.

[51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.415 Open meetings.
Every meeting and portion of a meet-

ing of the Board shall be open to public
observation unless the Board deter-
mines that such meeting or portion of
a meeting will involve the discussion of
matters which are within one or more
of the exemptive provisions listed in
§ 604.420 of this part, and that the pub-
lic interest is not served by the discus-
sion of such matters in an open meet-
ing.

[51 FR 41943, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.420 Exemptive provisions.
Except in a case where the Board de-

termines that the public interest re-
quires otherwise, a meeting or portion
of a meeting may be closed to public
observation where the Board deter-
mines that the meeting or portion of
the meeting is likely to:

(a) Disclose matters that are:
(1) Specifically authorized under cri-

teria established by an Executive order
to be kept secret in the interests of na-
tional defense or foreign policy, and

(2) In fact properly classified pursu-
ant to such Executive order;

(b) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of the Farm
Credit Administration;
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