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National Aeronautics and Space Admin. § 1216.103

Subpart 1216.3—Procedures for Imple-
menting the National Enviromental
Policy Act (NEPA)

1216.300 Scope.
1216.301 Applicability.
1216.302 Definition of key terms.
1216.303 Responsibilities of NASA officials.

AGENCY PROCEDURES

1216.304 Major decision points.
1216.305 Criteria for actions requiring envi-

ronmental assessments.
1216.306 Preparation of environmental as-

sessments.
1216.307 Scoping.
1216.308 Preparation of draft statements.
1216.309 Public involvement.
1216.310 Preparation of final statements.
1216.311 Record of the decision.
1216.312 Timing.
1216.313 Implementing and monitoring the

decision.
1216.314 Tiering.
1216.315 Processing legislative environ-

mental impact statements.
1216.316 Cooperating with other agencies

and individuals.
1216.317 Classified information.
1216.318 Deviations.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1216.319 Environmental resources document.
1216.320 Environmental review and con-

sultation requirements.
1216.321 Environmental effects abroad of

major Federal actions.

Subpart 1216.1—Policy on
Environmental Quality and Control

AUTHORITY: The National Aeronautics and
Space Act of 1958, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2451
et seq.); the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.); the Environmental Quality Im-
provement Act of 1970, as amended (42 U.S.C.
4371 et seq.); sec. 309 the Clean Air Act, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 7609); E.O. 11514 (Mar. 5,
1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, May 24, 1977);
the Council on Environmental Quality NEPA
Regulations (40 CFR part 1500–1508); and E.O.
12114, Jan. 4, 1979 (44 FR 1957).

SOURCE: 44 FR 44485, July 30, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 1216.100 Scope.

This subpart sets forth NASA policy
on environmental quality and control
and the responsibilities of NASA offi-
cials in carrying out these policies.

§ 1216.101 Applicability.

This subpart is applicable to NASA
Headquarters and field installations.

§ 1216.102 Policy.
NASA policy is to:
(a) Use all practicable means, con-

sistent with NASA’s statutory author-
ity, available resources, and the na-
tional policy, to protect and enhance
the quality of the environment;

(b) Provide for proper attention to
and ensure that environmental amen-
ities and values are given appropriate
consideration in all NASA actions, in-
cluding those performed under con-
tract, grant, lease, or permit;

(c) Recognize the worldwide and long-
range character of environmental con-
cerns and, when consistent with the
foreign policy of the United States and
its own responsibilities, lend appro-
priate support to initiatives, resolu-
tions, and programs designed to maxi-
mize international cooperation in an-
ticipating and preventing a decline in
the quality of the world environment;

(d) Use systematic and timely ap-
proaches which will ensure the inte-
grated use of the natural and social
sciences and environmental design arts
in planning and decisionmaking for ac-
tions which may have an impact on the
human environment;

(e) Pursue research and development,
within the scope of NASA’s authority
or in response to authorized agencies,
for application of technologies useful
in the protection and enhancement of
environmental quality;

(f) Initiate and utilize ecological and
other environmental information in
the planning and development of re-
source-oriented projects; and

(g) Invite cooperation, where appro-
priate, from Federal, State, local, and
regional authorities and the public in
NASA planning and decisionmaking
processes.

§ 1216.103 Responsibilities of NASA of-
ficials.

(a) The Associate Administrator for
Management or designee shall:

(1) Coordinate the formulation and
revision of NASA policies and positions
on matters pertaining to environ-
mental protection and enhancement;
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(2) Represent NASA in working with
other governmental agencies and inter-
agency organizations to formulate, re-
vise, and achieve uniform understand-
ing and application of governmentwide
policies relating to the environment;

(3) Develop and ensure the implemen-
tation of agencywide standards, proce-
dures, and working relationships for
protection and enhancement of envi-
ronmental quality and compliance with
applicable laws and regulations;

(4) Develop, as an integral part of
NASA’s basic decision processes, proce-
dures to ensure that environmental
factors are properly considered in all
proposals and decisions;

(5) Establish and maintain working
relationships with the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality, Environmental
Protection Agency, and other national,
state, and local governmental agencies
concerned with environmental matters;

(6) Acquire information for and en-
sure the preparation of appropriate
NASA reports on environmental mat-
ters.

(b) Officials-in-Charge of Head-
quarters Offices and NASA Field In-
stallation Directors are responsible for:

(1) Identifying matters under their
cognizance which may affect protec-
tion and enhancement of environ-
mental quality and for employing the
proper procedures to ensure that nec-
essary actions are taken to meet the
requirements of applicable laws and
regulations;

(2) Coordinating environmental qual-
ity-related activities under their cog-
nizance with the Associate Adminis-
trator for Management; and

(3) Supporting and assisting the As-
sociate Administrator for Management
on request.

(c) Officials-in-Charge of Head-
quarters Offices are additionally re-
sponsible for:

(1) Giving high priority, in the pur-
suit of program objectives, to the iden-
tification, analysis, and proposal of re-
search and development which, if con-
ducted by NASA or other agencies,
may contribute to the achievement of
beneficial environmental objectives;
and

(2) In coordination with the Associ-
ate Administrator for Management,
making available to other parties, both

governmental and nongovernmental,
advice and information useful in pro-
tecting and enhancing the quality of
the environment.

(d) NASA Field Installation Directors
are additionally responsible for:

(1) Implementing the NASA policies,
standards and procedures for the pro-
tection and enhancement of environ-
mental quality and supplementing
them as appropriate in local cir-
cumstances;

(2) Specifically assigning responsibil-
ities for environmental activities
under the installation’s cognizance to
appropriate subordinates, while provid-
ing for the coordination of all such ac-
tivities; and

(3) Establishing and maintaining
working relationships with national,
state, regional and governmental agen-
cies responsible for environmental reg-
ulations in localities in which the field
installations conduct their activities.

[44 FR 44485, July 30, 1979, as amended at 53
FR 9760, Mar. 25, 1988]

Subpart 1216.2—Floodplain and
Wetlands Management

AUTHORITY: E.O. 11988 and E.O. 11990, as
amended; 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1).

SOURCE: 44 FR 1089, Jan. 4, 1979, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 1216.200 Scope.

This subpart 1216.2 prescribes proce-
dures to:

(a) Avoid long- and short-term ad-
verse impacts associated with the occu-
pancy and modification of floodplains
and wetlands;

(b) Avoid direct or indirect support of
floodplain and wetlands development
wherever there is a practicable alter-
native;

(c) Reduce the risk of flood loss;
(d) Minimize the impact of floods on

human health, safety and welfare;
(e) Restore, preserve and protect the

natural and beneficial values served by
floodplains and wetlands;

(f) Develop an integrated process to
involve the public in the floodplain and
wetlands management decision-making
process;
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