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National Aeronautics and Space Admin. § 1210.2

§ 1209.405 Supporting services.
(a) The staff of the Board is estab-

lished to assist the Board in discharg-
ing its functions and responsibilities.
The staff will:

(1) Prepare analyses of petitions for
waiver of rights to inventions for the
consideration of the Board;

(2) Prepare evaluation of proposed
awards;

(3) Document Board actions; and
(4) Perform such other functions as

may be required.
(b) A full-time director of the staff

will serve as a nonvoting member of
the Board, and will direct the activities
of the staff of the Board.

(c) The director of the staff of the
Board will report to the Chairperson of
the Board.

PART 1210—DEVELOPMENT WORK
FOR INDUSTRY IN NASA WIND
TUNNELS

Sec.
1210.1 Introduction.
1210.2 General classes of work.
1210.3 Priorities and schedules.
1210.4 Company projects.
1210.5 Government projects.
1210.6 Test preparation and conduct.

AUTHORITY: 50 U.S.C. 511–515, 42 U.S.C.
2473(c)(5) and (6).

SOURCE: 51 FR 34083, Sept. 25, 1986, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 1210.1 Introduction.
(a) Authority. The regulations, as

they apply to the Unitary Wind Tunnel
Plan facilities, are promulgated under
authority of the Unitary Wind Tunnel
Plan Act of 1949, as amended, codified
at 50 U.S.C. 511–515. This statute states
‘‘The facilities authorized * * * shall be
operated and staffed by the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
but shall be available primarily indus-
try for testing experimental models in
connection with the development of
aircraft and missiles. Such tests shall
be scheduled and conducted in accord-
ance with industry’s requirements, and
allocation of laboratory time shall be
made in accordance with the public in-
terest, with proper emphasis upon the
requirements of each military service
and due consideration of civilian
needs.’’

(b) Unitary wind tunnel plan facilities.
The unitary wind tunnel plan facilities
are the Ames Research Center 11- by
11-foot wind tunnel, 9- by 7-foot wind
tunnel, and 8- by 7-foot wind tunnel;
the Langley Research Center 4- by 4-
foot high Mach number test section
and the 4- by 4-foot low Mach number
test section; and the Lewis Research
Center 10- by 10-foot wind tunnel.
These wind tunnels are operated by
NASA for industry, NASA, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and other Govern-
ment agency projects.

(c) National aeronautical facilities. The
national aeronautical facilities include
the National Transonic Facility (NTF)
at Langley Research Center and the
National Full-Scale Aerodynamic Com-
plex, consisting of the 40- by 80-foot
and the 80- by 120-foot wind tunnels and
related support facilities at Ames Re-
search Center. These facilities are op-
erated by NASA for industry, NASA,
the Department of Defense, and other
Government agency projects.

(d) All other wind tunnels. All other
NASA wind tunnels will be used pri-
marily for NASA research. However,
all of these wind tunnels may be used
for industry work when it is in the pub-
lic interest either in joint programs
with NASA or on a fee basis.

(e) NASA policy. All the projects to be
performed in any of the NASA wind
tunnels must be appropriate to the fa-
cility.

§ 1210.2 General classes of work.
(a) Company projects. Includes work

for industry on:
(1) Projects which are neither under

contract nor supported by a letter of
intent from a Government agency; and

(2) Company desired tests which are
related to a project which is either
under contract with or supported by a
letter of intent from a Government
agency, but are beyond the scope of the
tests requested by the Government
agency.

(3) A fee will be charged for company
projects.

(b) Government projects. Includes work
for industry on projects which are ei-
ther under contract with or supported
by a letter of intent from a Govern-
ment agency. The work must be re-
quested by the Government agency. No
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fee will be charged for Government
projects.

(c) United States/foreign industry con-
sortium projects. This involves U.S. com-
panies, which have formed a consor-
tium or any other type of association
with foreign companies, that desire
tests on aerospace projects of joint or
foreign interest. An application for
work for such a consortium shall dis-
close the foreign interest in or antici-
pated foreign benefit from tests to be
conducted and shall first be reviewed
by the Director, International Affairs
Division, for consistency with current
U.S. foreign policy and for compatibil-
ity with section 102 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as
amended, prior to a final decision being
reached on the application. A fee will
be charged for these consortium
projects unless, in these review proce-
dures, it is determined that Govern-
ment agency cooperative sponsorship
warrants a non-fee arrangement.

(d) Foreign company projects. Foreign
company requests for wind tunnel use
that are not related to U.S. Govern-
ment or U.S. industry interests or pro-
grams will generally not be granted
and will in no event be granted prior to
a review, as required in paragraph (c)
of this section, by the Director, Inter-
national Affairs Division.

§ 1210.3 Priorities and schedules.
(a) Priorities. Unitary wind tunnels

shall be available primarily to industry
for development work. However, allo-
cations of wind tunnel time shall be in
accordance with the public interests,
with due consideration to the require-
ments of the military services, civilian
needs, and NASA research. Research
work shall have priority in all other
NASA facilities.

(b) Schedules. Schedules showing the
allocation of testing time for Govern-
ment projects and for company
projects for unitary wind tunnels and
other major wind tunnels will be estab-
lished by the appropriate center.

§ 1210.4 Company projects.
(a) Initiation of company projects.

Company projects will be initiated by a
letter to the Center Director followed
by a conference between company and
NASA representatives at the center

having responsibility for the facility
proposed for the project. The company
representatives will be required to ex-
plain the technical need for the project
and why the NASA facility is required,
as well as to define the extent of the
test program, model and equipment re-
quirements, and schedule. The center
shall maintain a file of all company re-
quests and their disposition. The com-
pany will be required to provide a Safe-
ty Analysis Report (SAR) describing
potential hazards that the company
test program, model, and equipment
may present to NASA facilities and
personnel, and other documentation re-
quired by the facility management to
assure that safety requirements are
met.

(b) Scheduling of tests. In scheduling
time for company projects, the respon-
sible NASA center will consider the
merits of all projects, including gov-
ernment, company, and NASA research
work relative to the national interest
and priorities specified in § 1210.3.
Every reasonable attempt will be made
to accommodate technically justifiable
projects on as timely a basis as pos-
sible.

(c) Fees for company projects. The pol-
icy on charges for the use of NASA fa-
cilities is explained in NASA Manage-
ment Instruction 9080.1, ‘‘Review, Ap-
proval, and Imposition of User
Charges.’’ The fee imposed for a com-
pany project will cover all direct and
indirect costs to NASA for the wind
tunnel test.

(1) Occupancy time charge. (i) The oc-
cupancy time will be computed from
the start of installation of the test ar-
ticle in the wind tunnel test section
through the time that the test article
is removed from the test section and
the test section is restored to its origi-
nal condition.

(ii) The occupancy time rate will be
determined in accordance with NASA
Management Instruction 9080.1.

(2) Energy/Fuel. The charge for en-
ergy/fuel will be determined from the
energy/fuel consumed during the tests
and the actual cost to NASA.

(3) Data reduction. The cost of data
reduction and the data report will in-
clude labor, materials, computational
costs, and appropriate indirect charges
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