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Consumer Product Safety Commission § 1000.32

and product safety assesments for the
Office of Compliance; provides engi-
neering, scientific, and technical exper-
tise to the Commission and Commis-
sion staff as requested; and provides
engineering technical support to other
Commission organizations, activities,
and programs as needed. The Direc-
torate develops and evaluates product
safety standards, product safety tests
and test methods, performance cri-
teria, design specifications, and quality
control standards for consumer prod-
ucts, based on engineering and sci-
entific methods. It conducts engineer-
ing analysis and testing of the safety of
consumer products, and evaluates and
participates in the development of
mandatory and voluntary standards for
consumer products including engineer-
ing and human factors analyses in sup-
port of standards development and
product compliance testing. The Direc-
torate performs or monitors research
for consumer products in a broad array
of engineering disciplines including
chemical, electrical, fire protection,
human factors, and mechanical engi-
neering. It conducts and coordinates
engineering research, testing, and eval-
uation activities with other federal
agencies, private industry, and con-
sumer interest groups. The Directorate
conducts human factors studies and re-
search of consumer product related in-
juries, including evaluations of labels,
signs and symbols, instructions, and
other measures intended to address the
human component of injury preven-
tion. The Directorate provides tech-
nical supervision and direction of engi-
neering activities including tests and
analyses conducted in the field.

[61 FR 1708, Jan. 23, 1996]

§ 1000.30 [Reserved]

§ 1000.31 Directorate for Laboratory
Sciences.

The Directorate for Laboratory
Sciences, which is managed by the As-
sociate Executive Director for Labora-
tory Sciences, is responsible for imple-
menting the Commission’s engineering
and health sciences laboratories pro-
grams. The Directorate’s functional re-
sponsibilities include development and
evaluation of product safety standards,
and product safety tests and test meth-

ods, based on engineering and other
physical sciences, chemical, and bio-
logical sciences to support general
agency regulatory activities. The Di-
rectorate develops and evaluates per-
formance criteria, design specifications
and quality control standards for cer-
tain consumer products. It provides en-
gineering, scientific, and technical ex-
pertise to the Commission, conducts
engineering tests and studies of the
safety of consumer products, evaluates
industry voluntary standards efforts,
and participates in the development of
product safety standards. It performs
and monitors research and conducts
studies of the safety of, or improving
the safety of, consumer products in en-
gineering, other physical sciences,
chemical, and biological sciences. The
Directorate is composed of two divi-
sions, the Engineering Laboratory Di-
vision and the Health Sciences Labora-
tory Division. The Directorate provides
engineering and scientific services in
support of the Commission’s enforce-
ment activities. It coordinates engi-
neering research, testing, and evalua-
tion activities with the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology and
other federal agencies, private indus-
try, and consumer interest groups. It
provides the Commission’s expertise
and laboratory support to other labora-
tories and other chemical and biologi-
cal testing facilities. It provides chem-
ical and biological laboratory support
to all Commission organizations, ac-
tivities, and programs. The Directorate
provides technical supervision and di-
rection of engineering activities in-
cluding tests and analyses conducted in
the field.

[59 FR 66674, Dec. 28, 1994]

§ 1000.32 Directorate for Administra-
tion.

The Directorate for Administration,
which is managed by the Associate Ex-
ecutive Director for Administration, is
responsible for formulating general ad-
ministrative policies supporting the
Commission in the areas of financial
management, procurement, and gen-
eral administrative support services in-
cluding property and space manage-
ment, physical security, printing, and
warehousing. The Directorate is re-
sponsible for the payment, accounting,

VerDate 03<MAR>99 14:45 Mar 19, 1999 Jkt 183049 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183049T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 183049T



16

16 CFR Ch. II (1–1–99 Edition)§ 1000.33

and reporting of all expenditures with-
in the Commission and for operating
and maintaining the Commission’s ac-
counting system and subsidiary Man-
agement Information System which al-
locates staff work time and costs to
programs and projects.

[61 FR 1708, Jan. 23, 1996]

§ 1000.33 Directorate for Field Oper-
ations.

(a) The Directorate for Field Oper-
ations, which is managed by the Asso-
ciate Executive Director for Field Op-
erations, has direct line authority over
all Commission field operations; devel-
ops, issues, approves, or clears pro-
posals and instructions affecting the
field activities; and provides a central
point within the Commission from
which Headquarters officials can ob-
tain field support services. The Direc-
torate provides direction and leader-
ship to the Regional Center Directors
and to all field employees and promul-
gates policies and operational guide-
lines which form the framework for
management of Commission field oper-
ations. The Directorate works closely
with the other Headquarters functional
units, the Regional Centers, and other
field offices to assure effective Head-
quarters-field relationships, proper al-
location of resources to support Com-
mission priorities in the field, and ef-
fective performance of field tasks. It
represents the field and prepares field
program documents. It coordinates di-
rect contact procedures between Head-
quarter’s offices and Regional Centers.
The Directorate is also responsible for
liaison with State, local, and other
Federal agencies on product safety pro-
grams in the field.

(b) Regional Centers are responsible
for carrying out investigative, compli-
ance, and consumer information and
public affairs activities within their
areas. They encourage voluntary indus-
try compliance with the laws and regu-
lations administered by the Commis-
sion, identify product related incidents
and investigate selected injuries or
deaths associated with consumer prod-
ucts, and implement wide-ranging pub-
lic information and education pro-
grams designed to reduce consumer
product injuries. They also provide
support and maintain liaison with com-

ponents of the Commission, other Re-
gional Centers, and appropriate Fed-
eral, State, and local government of-
fices.

[56 FR 30496, July 3, 1991. Redesignated at 59
FR 66673, Dec. 28, 1994]

PART 1009—GENERAL STATEMENTS
OF POLICY OR INTERPRETATION

Sec.
1009.3 Policy on imported products, import-

ers, and foreign manufacturers.
1009.8 Policy on establishing priorities for

Commission action.
1009.9 Policy regarding the granting of

emergency exemptions from Commission
regulations.

§ 1009.3 Policy on imported products,
importers, and foreign manufactur-
ers.

(a) This policy states the Commis-
sion’s views as to imported products
subject to the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Act (15 U.S.C. 2051) and the other
Acts the Commission administers: The
Federal Hazardous Substances Act (15
U.S.C. 1261), the Flammable Fabrics
Act (15 U.S.C. 1191), the Poison Preven-
tion Packaging Act (15 U.S.C. 1471), and
the Refrigerator Safety Act (15 U.S.C.
1211). Basically, the Policy states that
in order to fully protect the American
consumer from hazardous consumer
products the Commission will seek to
ensure that importers and foreign man-
ufacturers, as well as domestic manu-
facturers, distributors, and retailers,
carry out their obligations and respon-
sibilities under the five Acts. The Com-
mission will also seek to establish, to
the maximum extent possible, uniform
import procedures for products subject
to the Acts the Commission admin-
isters.

(b) The Consumer Product Safety Act
recognizes the critical position of im-
porters in protecting American con-
sumers from unreasonably hazardous
products made abroad and accordingly,
under that Act, importers are made
subject to the same responsibilities as
domestic manufacturers. This is explic-
itly stated in the definition of ‘‘manu-
facturer’’ as any person who manufac-
turers or imports a consumer product
(Section 3(a)(4); 15 U.S.C. 2052(a)(4)).
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