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(b) The chief magistrate shall pre-
scribe in writing standards governing
the admission and practice in the
Court of Indian Offenses of professional
attorneys and lay counselors.

§ 11.206 Court records.
(a) Each Court of Indian Offenses

shall keep a record of all proceedings of
the court containing the title of the
case, the names of the parties, the
complaint, all pleadings, the names
and addresses of all witnesses, the date
of any hearing or trial, the name of
any magistrate conducting such hear-
ing or trial, the findings of the court or
jury, the judgment and any other infor-
mation the court determines is impor-
tant to the case.

(b) The record in each case shall be
available for inspection by the parties
to the case.

(c) Except for cases in which a juve-
nile is a party or the subject of a pro-
ceeding, and for cases whose records
have been sealed by the court, all case
records shall be available for inspec-
tion by the public.

(d) Such court records are part of the
records of the BIA agency having juris-
diction over the Indian country where
the Court of Indian Offenses is located
and shall be protected in accordance
with 44 U.S.C. 3102.

§ 11.207 Cooperation by Bureau of In-
dian Affairs Employees.

(a) No employee of the BIA may ob-
struct, interfere with, or control the
functions of any Court of Indian Of-
fenses, or influence such functions in
any manner except as permitted by
Federal statutes or the regulations in
this part or in response to a request for
advice or information from the court.

(b) Employees of the BIA shall assist
the court, upon its request, in the prep-
aration and presentation of facts in the
case and in the proper treatment of in-
dividual offenders.

§ 11.208 Payment of judgments from
individual Indian money accounts.

(a) Any Court of Indian Offenses may
make application to the super-
intendent who administers the indi-
vidual Indian money account of a de-
fendant who has failed to satisfy a
money judgment from the court to ob-

tain payment of the judgment from
funds in the defendant’s account. The
court shall certify the record of the
case to the superintendent. If the su-
perintendent so directs, the disbursing
agent shall pay over to the injured
party the amount of the judgment or
such lesser amount as may be specified
by the superintendent.

(b) A judgment of a Court of Indian
Offenses shall be considered a lawful
debt in all proceedings held by the De-
partment of the Interior or by a Court
of Indian Offenses to distribute dece-
dents’ estates.

§ 11.209 Disposition of fines.

All money fines imposed for the com-
mission of an offense shall be in the na-
ture of an assessment for the payment
of designated court expenses. The fines
assessed shall be paid over by the clerk
of the court to the disbursing agent of
the reservation for deposit as a ‘‘spe-
cial deposit, court funds’’ to the dis-
bursing agent’s official credit in the
Treasury of the United States. The dis-
bursing agent shall withdraw such
funds, in accordance with existing reg-
ulations, upon order of the clerk of the
court signed by a judge of the court for
the payment of specified expenses. The
disbursing agent and the clerk of the
court shall keep an account of all such
deposits and withdrawals available for
public inspection.

Subpart C—Criminal Procedure

§ 11.300 Complaints.

(a) A complaint is a written state-
ment of the essential facts charging
that a named individual(s) has com-
mitted a particular offense. All crimi-
nal prosecutions shall be initiated by a
complaint filed with the court by a law
enforcement officer and sworn to by a
person having personal knowledge of
the offense.

(b) Complaints shall contain:
(1) The signature of the complaining

witness, or witnesses, sworn before a
magistrate, a court clerk, a prosecutor,
or any law enforcement officer.

(2) A written statement by the com-
plaining witness or witnesses having
personal knowledge of the violation,
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describing in ordinary language the na-
ture of the offense committed includ-
ing the time and place as nearly as
may be ascertained.

(3) The name or description of the
person alleged to have committed the
offense.

(4) A description of the offense
charged and the section of the code al-
legedly violated.

(c) Complaints must be submitted
without unnecessary delay by a law en-
forcement officer to the prosecutor
and, if he or she approves, to a judge to
determine whether an arrest warrant
or summons should be issued.

(d) When an accused has been ar-
rested without a warrant, a complaint
shall be filed forthwith with the court
for review as to whether probable cause
exists to hold the accused, and in no in-
stance shall a complaint be filed later
than at the time of arraignment.

§ 11.301 Arrests.
(a) Arrest is the taking of a person

into police custody in order that he or
she may be held to answer for a crimi-
nal offense.

(b) No law enforcement officer shall
arrest any person for a criminal offense
except when:

(1) The officer shall have a warrant
signed by a magistrate commanding
the arrest of such person, or the officer
knows for a certainty that such a war-
rant has been issued; or

(2) The offense shall occur in the
presence of the arresting officer; or

(3) The officer shall have probable
cause to believe that the person ar-
rested has committed an offense.

§ 11.302 Arrest warrants.
(a) Each magistrate of a Court of In-

dian Offenses shall have the authority
to issue warrants to apprehend any
person the magistrate has probable
cause to believe has committed a
criminal offense in violation of the reg-
ulations under this part based on a
written complaint filed with the court
by a law enforcement officer and bear-
ing the signature of the complainant.

(b) The arrest warrant shall contain
the following information:

(1) Name or description and address,
if known, of the person to be arrested.

(2) Date of issuance of the warrant.

(3) Description of the offense charged.
(4) Signature of the issuing mag-

istrate.
(c) Such warrants may be served only

by a BIA or tribal police officer or
other officer commissioned to enforce
the regulations of this part.

§ 11.303 Notification of rights prior to
custodial interrogation.

Prior to custodial interrogation, the
suspect shall be advised of the fol-
lowing rights:

(a) That he or she has the right to re-
main silent.

(b) That any statements made by him
or her may be used against him or her
in court.

(c) That he or she has the right to ob-
tain counsel and, if indigent, to have
counsel appointed for him/her.

§ 11.304 Summons in lieu of warrant.

(a) When otherwise authorized to ar-
rest a suspect, a law enforcement offi-
cer or a magistrate may, in lieu of a
warrant, issue a summons commanding
the accused to appear before the Court
of Indian Offenses at a stated time and
place and answer to the charge.

(b) The summons shall contain the
same information as a warrant, except
that it may be signed by a police offi-
cer.

(c) The summons shall state that if a
defendant fails to appear in response to
a summons, a warrant for his or her ar-
rest shall be issued.

(d) The summons, together with a
copy of the complaint, shall be served
upon the defendant by delivering a
copy to the defendant personally or by
leaving a copy at his or her usual resi-
dence or place of business with any per-
son 18 years of age or older who also re-
sides or works there. Service shall be
made by an authorized law enforce-
ment officer, who shall file with the
record of the case a form indicating
when the summons was served.

§ 11.305 Search warrants.

(a) Each magistrate of a Court of In-
dian Offenses shall have the authority
to issue a warrant for the search of
premises and for the seizure of physical
evidence of a criminal violation under
the regulations of this part located
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within the Indian country over which
the court has jurisdiction.

(b) No warrant for search or seizure
may be issued unless it is based on a
written and signed statement estab-
lishing, to the satisfaction of the mag-
istrate, that probable cause exists to
believe that the search will lead to dis-
covery of evidence of a criminal viola-
tion under the regulations of this part.

(c) No warrant for search or seizure
shall be valid unless it contains the
name or description of the person, ve-
hicle, or premises to be searched, de-
scribes the evidence to be seized, and
bears the signature of the magistrate
who issued it.

(d) Warrants may be executed only
by a BIA or tribal police officer or
other official commissioned to enforce
the regulations under this part. The
executing officer shall return the war-
rant to the Court of Indian Offenses
within the time limit shown on the
face of the warrant, which in no case
shall be longer than ten (10) days from
the date of issuance. Warrants not re-
turned within such time limits shall be
void.

§ 11.306 Search without a warrant.
No law enforcement officer shall con-

duct any search without a valid war-
rant except:

(a) Incident to making a lawful ar-
rest; or

(b) With the voluntary consent of the
person being searched; or

(c) When the search is of a moving
vehicle and the officer has probable
cause to believe that it contains con-
traband, stolen property, or property
otherwise unlawfully possessed.

§ 11.307 Disposition of seized property.
(a) The officer serving and executing

a warrant shall make an inventory of
all seized property, and a copy of such
inventory shall be left with every per-
son from whom property is seized.

(b) A hearing shall be held by the
Court of Indian Offenses to determine
the disposition of all seized property.
Upon satisfactory proof of ownership,
the property shall be delivered imme-
diately to the owner, unless such prop-
erty is contraband or is to be used as
evidence in a pending case. Property
seized as evidence shall be returned to

the owner after final judgment. Prop-
erty confiscated as contraband shall be
destroyed or otherwise lawfully dis-
posed of as ordered by the Court of In-
dian Offenses.

§ 11.308 Commitments.
No person may be detained, jailed or

imprisoned under the regulations of
this part for longer than 48 hours un-
less the Court of Indian Offenses issues
a commitment bearing the signature of
a magistrate. A temporary commit-
ment shall be issued for each person
held before trial. A final commitment
shall be issued for each person sen-
tenced to jail after trial.

§ 11.309 Arraignments.
(a) Arraignment is the bringing of an

accused before the court, informing
him or her of his or her rights and of
the charge(s) against him or her, re-
ceiving the plea, and setting conditions
of pretrial release as appropriate in ac-
cordance with this part.

(b) Arraignment shall be held in open
court without unnecessary delay after
the accused is taken into custody and
in no instance shall arraignment be
later than the next regular session of
court.

(c) Before an accused is required to
plead to any criminal charges the mag-
istrate shall:

(1) Read the complaint to the accused
and determine that he or she under-
stands it and the section(s) of this part
that he or she is charged with vio-
lating, including the maximum author-
ized penalty; and

(2) Advise the accused that he or she
has the right to remain silent, to be
tried by a jury if the offense charged is
punishable by imprisonment, to be rep-
resented by counsel (which shall be
paid for by the government if the ac-
cused is indigent) and that the arraign-
ment will be postponed should he or
she desire to consult with counsel.

(d) The magistrate shall call upon
the defendant to plead to the charge:

(1) If the accused pleads ‘‘not guilty’’
to the charge, the magistrate shall
then inform the accused of the trial
date and set conditions for release
prior to trial.

(2) If the accused pleads ‘‘guilty’’ to
the charge, the magistrate shall accept
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the plea only if he or she is satisfied
that the plea is made voluntarily and
that the accused understands the con-
sequences of the plea, including the
rights waived by the plea. The mag-
istrate may then impose sentence or
defer sentencing for a reasonable time
in order to obtain any information he
or she deems necessary for the imposi-
tion of a just sentence. The accused
shall be afforded an opportunity to be
heard by the court prior to sentencing.

(3) If the accused refuses to plead, the
judge shall enter a plea of ‘‘not guilty’’
on his or her behalf.

(e) The court may, in its discretion,
allow a defendant to withdraw a plea of
guilty if it appears that the interest of
justice would be served by doing so.

§ 11.310 Bail.
(a) Each person charged with a crimi-

nal offense under this part shall be en-
titled to release from custody pending
trial under whichever one or more of
the following conditions is deemed nec-
essary to reasonably assure the appear-
ance of the person at any time lawfully
required:

(1) Release on personal recognizance
upon execution by the accused of a
written promise to appear at trial and
all other lawfully required times;

(2) Release to the custody of a des-
ignated person or organization agree-
ing to assure the accused’s appearance;

(3) Release with reasonable restric-
tions on the travel, association, or
place of residence of the accused during
the period of release;

(4) Release after deposit of a bond or
other sufficient collateral in an
amount specified by the magistrate or
a bail schedule;

(5) Release after execution of a bail
agreement by two responsible members
of the community; or

(6) Release upon any other condition
deemed reasonably necessary to assure
the appearance of the accused as re-
quired.

(b) Any law enforcement officer au-
thorized to do so by the court may
admit an arrested person to bail pend-
ing trial pursuant to a bail schedule
and conditions prepared by the court.

(c) A convicted person may be re-
leased from custody pending appeal on
such conditions as the magistrate de-

termines will reasonably assure the ap-
pearance of the accused unless the
magistrate determines that release of
the accused is likely to pose a danger
to the community, the accused, or any
other person.

(d) The Court of Indian Offenses may
revoke its release of the defendant and
order him or her committed at any
time where it determines that the con-
ditions of release will not reasonably
assure the appearance of the defendant,
or if any conditions of release have
been violated.

§ 11.311 Subpoenas.

(a) Upon request of any party, the
court shall issue subpoenas to compel
the testimony of witnesses, or the pro-
duction of books, records, documents
or any other physical evidence relevant
to the determination of the case and
not an undue burden on the person pos-
sessing the evidence. The clerk of the
court may act on behalf of the court
and issue subpoenas which have been
signed either by the clerk of the court
or by a magistrate of the Court of In-
dian Offenses and which are to be
served within Indian country over
which the Court of Indian Offenses has
jurisdiction.

(b) A subpoena shall bear the signa-
ture of the chief magistrate of the
Court of Indian Offenses, and it shall
state the name of the court, the name
of the person or description of the
physical evidence to be subpoenaed,
the title of the proceeding, and the
time and place where the witness is to
appear or the evidence is to be pro-
duced.

(c) A subpoena may be served at any
place but any subpoena to be served
outside of the Indian country over
which the Court of Indian Offenses has
jurisdiction shall be issued personally
by a magistrate of the Court of Indian
Offenses.

(d) A subpoena may be served by any
law enforcement officer or other person
appointed by the court for such pur-
pose. Service of a subpoena shall be
made by delivering a copy of it to the
person named or by leaving a copy at
his or her place of residence or business
with any person 18 years of age or older
who also resides or works there.

VerDate 23<MAR>99 13:55 Apr 19, 1999 Jkt 183079 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183079T.XXX pfrm04 PsN: 183079T



28

25 CFR Ch. I (4–1–99 Edition)§ 11.312

(e) Proof of service of the subpoena
shall be filed with the clerk of the
court by noting on the back of the sub-
poena the date, time and place that it
was served and noting the name of the
person to whom it was delivered. Proof
of service shall be signed by the person
who actually served the subpoena.

(f) In the absence of a justification
satisfactory to the court, a person who
fails to obey a subpoena may be
deemed to be in contempt of court and
a bench warrant may be issued for his
or her arrest.

§ 11.312 Witness fees.
(a) Each fact witness answering a

subpoena is entitled to a fee of not less
than the hourly minimum wage scale
established by 29 U.S.C. 206(a)(1) and
any of its subsequent revisions, plus
actual cost of travel. Each fact witness
testifying at a hearing shall receive
pay for a full day (eight hours) plus
travel allowance.

(b) The Court of Indian Offenses may
order any party calling a witness to
testify without a subpoena to com-
pensate the witness for actual trav-
eling and living expenses incurred in
testifying.

(c) If the Court of Indian Offenses
finds that a complaint was not filed in
good faith but with a frivolous or mali-
cious intent, it may order the com-
plainant to reimburse the court for ex-
penditures incurred under this section,
and such order may constitute a judg-
ment upon which execution may levy.

§ 11.313 Trial procedure.
(a) The time and place of court ses-

sions, and all other details of judicial
procedure shall be set out in rules of
court approved by the chief magistrate
of the Court of Indian Offenses.

(b) Courts of Indian Offenses shall be
bound by the Federal Rules of Evi-
dence, except insofar as such rules are
superseded by order of the court or by
the existence of inconsistent tribal
rules of evidence.

§ 11.314 Jury trials.
(a) In any criminal case punishable

by a sentence of six months in jail and
in any criminal case in which the pros-
ecutor informs the court before the
case comes to trial that a jail sentence

will be sought, the defendant has a
right, upon demand, to a jury trial. If
the prosecutor informs the court that
no prison sentence will be sought, the
court may not impose a prison sen-
tence for the offense.

(b) A jury shall consist of eight In-
dian residents of the vicinity in which
trial is held, selected from a list of eli-
gible jurors prepared each year by the
court. An eligible juror shall be at
least 18 years of age, shall not have
been convicted of a felony, and shall
not otherwise be unqualified according
to standards established by the Court
of Indian Offenses under its general
rulemaking authority. Any party may
challenge without cause not more than
three members of the jury panel so
chosen.

(c) The magistrate shall instruct the
jury with regard to the applicable law
and the jury shall decide all questions
of fact on the basis of the law.

(d) The jury shall deliberate in secret
and return a verdict of guilty or not
guilty. Six out of the eight jurors must
concur to render a verdict.

(e) Each juror who serves on a jury is
entitled to a fee not less than the hour-
ly minimum wage scale established by
29 U.S.C. 206(a)(1), and any of its subse-
quent revisions, plus mileage not to ex-
ceed the maximum rate per mile estab-
lished by the Federal Government of
jurors and witnesses. Each juror shall
receive pay for a full day (eight hours)
for any portion of a day served, plus
travel allowance.

§ 11.315 Sentencing.
(a) Any person who has been con-

victed in a Court of Indian Offenses of
a criminal offense under the regula-
tions of this part may be sentenced to
one or a combination of the following
penalties:

(1) Imprisonment for a period not to
exceed the maximum permitted by the
section defining the offense, which in
no case shall be greater than six
months.

(2) A money fine in an amount not to
exceed the maximum permitted by the
section defining the offense, which in
no case shall be greater than five hun-
dred dollars ($500).

(3) Labor for the benefit of the tribe.
(4) Rehabilitative measures.
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(b) In addition to or in lieu of the
penalties provided in paragraph (a) of
this section, the court may require a
convicted offender who has inflicted in-
jury upon the person or property of an-
other to make restitution or com-
pensate the injured person by means of
the surrender of property, payment of
money damages, or the performance of
any other act for the benefit of the in-
jured party.

(c) If, solely because of indigence, a
convicted offender is unable to pay
forthwith a money fine assessed under
any applicable section, the court shall
allow him or her a reasonable period of
time to pay the entire sum or allow
him or her to make reasonable install-
ment payments to the clerk of the
court at specified intervals until the
entire sum is paid. If the offender de-
faults on such payments the court may
find him or her in contempt of court
and imprison him or her accordingly.

§ 11.316 Probation.
(a) Where a sentence of imprison-

ment has been imposed on a convicted
offender, the Court of Indian Offenses
may, in its discretion, suspend the
serving of such sentence and release
the person on probation under any rea-
sonable conditions deemed appropriate
by the court, provided that the period
of probation shall not exceed one year.

(b) Any person who violates the
terms of his or her probation may be
required by the court to serve the sen-
tence originally imposed or such part
of it as the court may determine to be
suitable giving consideration to all the
circumstances, provided that such rev-
ocation of probation shall not be or-
dered without a hearing before the
court at which the offender shall have
the opportunity to explain his or her
actions.

§ 11.317 Parole.
(a) Any person sentenced by the

court of detention or labor shall be eli-
gible for parole at such time and under
such reasonable conditions as set by
the Court of Indian Offenses.

(b) Any person who violates the con-
ditions of his or her parole may be re-
quired by the court to serve the whole
original sentence, provided that such
revocation or parole shall not be or-

dered without a hearing before the
court at which the offender shall have
the opportunity to explain his or her
actions.

§ 11.318 Extradition.

Any Court of Indian Offenses may
order delivery to the proper state, trib-
al or BIA law enforcement authorities
of any person found within the jurisdic-
tion of the court, who is charged with
an offense in another jurisdiction.
Prior to delivery to the proper offi-
cials, the accused shall be accorded a
right to contest the propriety of the
court’s order in a hearing before the
court.

Subpart D—Criminal Offenses

§ 11.400 Assault.

(a) A person is guilty of assault if he
or she:

(1) Attempts to cause or purposely,
knowingly or recklessly causes bodily
injury to another; or

(2) Negligently causes bodily injury
to another with a deadly weapon; or

(3) Attempts by physical menace to
put another in fear of imminent serious
bodily injury.

(b) Assault is a misdemeanor unless
committed in a fight or scuffle entered
into by mutual consent, in which case
it is a petty misdemeanor.

§ 11.401 Recklessly endangering an-
other person.

A person commits a misdemeanor if
he or she recklessly engages in conduct
which places or may place another per-
son in danger of death or serious bodily
injury. Recklessness and danger shall
be presumed where a person knowingly
points a firearm at or in the direction
of another person, whether or not the
actor believed the firearm to be loaded.

[58 FR 54411, Oct. 21, 1993; 58 FR 58729, Nov. 3,
1993]

§ 11.402 Terroristic threats.

A person is guilty of a misdemeanor
if he or she threatens to commit any
crime of violence with purpose to ter-
rorize another or to cause evacuation
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