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§ 1.38–1 Investment in certain depre-
ciable property.

Regulations under sections 46
through 50 are prescribed under the au-
thority granted the Secretary by sec-
tion 38(b) to prescribe regulations as
may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of section 38 and subpart B, part
IV, subchapter A, chapter 1 of the
Code.

[44 FR 20417, Apr. 5, 1979]

§ 1.40–1 Questions and answers relat-
ing to the meaning of the term
‘‘qualified mixture’’ in section
40(b)(1).

Q–1. What is a ‘‘qualified mixture’’
within the meaning of section 40(b)(1)?

A–1. A ‘‘qualified mixture’’ is a mix-
ture of alcohol and gasoline or of alco-
hol and special fuel which (1) is sold by
the taxpayer producing such mixture
to any person for use as a fuel, or (2) is
used as a fuel by the taxpayer pro-
ducing such mixture.

Q–2. Must alcohol be present in a
product in order for that product to be
considered a mixture of alcohol and ei-
ther gasoline or a special fuel?

A–2. No. A product is considered to be
a mixture of alcohol and gasoline or of
alcohol and a special fuel if the product
is derived from alcohol and either gaso-
line or a special fuel even if the alcohol
is chemically transformed in producing
the product so that the alcohol is no
longer present as a separate chemical
in the final product, provided that
there is no significant loss in the en-
ergy content of the alcohol. Thus, a
product may be considered to be ‘‘mix-
ture of alcohol and gasoline or of alco-
hol and a special fuel’’ within the
meaning of section 40(b)(1)(B) if such
product is produced in a chemical reac-
tion between alcohol and either gaso-
line or a special fuel. Similarly a prod-
uct may be considered to be a ‘‘mixture
of alcohol and gasoline or of alcohol
and a special fuel’’ if such product is
produced by blending a chemical com-
pound derived from alcohol with either
gasoline or a special fuel.

Thus, for example, a blend of gasoline
and ethyl tertiary butyl ether (ETBE),
a compound derived from ethanol (a
qualified alcohol), in a chemical reac-
tion in which there is no significant
loss in the energy content of the eth-

anol, is considered for purposes of sec-
tion 40(b)(1)(B) to be a mixture of gaso-
line and the ethanol used to produce
the ETBE, even though the ethanol is
chemically transformed in the produc-
tion of ETBE and is not present in the
final product.

[T.D. 8291, 55 FR 8948, Mar. 9, 1990]

TAXABLE YEARS BEGINNING AFTER
DECEMBER 31, 1986

SOURCE: Sections 1.41–0—1.41–9 appear by
T.D. 8251, 54 FR 21204, May 17, 1989, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 1.41–0 Table of contents.
This section lists the paragraphs con-

tained in §§ 1.41–0 through 1.41–9.
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§ 1.41–1 Introduction to regulations

under section 41.

§ 1.41–2 Qualified Research Expenses
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(2) New business.
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(i) Taxpayer not entitled to results.
(ii) Taxpayer entitled to results.
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(i) In general.
(ii) Special rule for certain partnerships

and joint ventures.
(b) Supplies and personal property used in

the conduct of qualified research.
(1) In general.
(2) Certain utility charges.
(i) In general.
(ii) Extraordinary expenditures.
(3) Right to use personal property.
(4) Use of personal property in taxable

years beginning after December 31, 1985.
(c) Qualified services.
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(2) Direct supervision.
(3) Direct support.
(d) Wages paid for qualified services.
(1) In general.
(2) ‘‘Substantially all.’’
(e) Contract research expenses.
(1) In general.
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(3) ‘‘On behalf of.’’
(4) Prepaid amounts.
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§ 1.41–3 Base period research expense

(a) Number of years in base period.
(b) New taxpayers.
(c) Definition of base period research ex-

penses.
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(1) Short determination year.
(2) Short base period year.
(3) Years overlapping the effective dates of

section 41 (section 44F).
(i) Determination years.
(ii) Base period years.
(4) Number of months in a short taxable

year.
(e) Examples.

§ 1.41–4 Qualified research for taxable years
beginning after December 31, 1985. [Reserved]

§ 1.41–5 Qualified research for taxable years
beginning before January 1, 1986

(a) General rule.
(b) Activities outside the United States.
(1) In-house research.
(2) Contract research.
(c) Social sciences arts or humanities.
(d) Research funded by any grant, con-

tract, or otherwise.
(1) In general.
(2) Research in which taxpayer retains no

rights.
(3) Research in which the taxpayer retains

substantial rights.
(i) In general.
(ii) Pro rata allocation.
(iii) Project-by-project determination.
(4) Independent research and development

under the Federal Acquisition Regulations
System and similar provisions.

(5) Funding determinable only in subse-
quent taxable year.

(6) Examples.

§ 1.41–6 Basic research for taxable years
beginning after December 31, 1985. [Reserved]

§ 1.41–7 Basic research for taxable years
beginning before January 1, 1986

(a) In general.
(b) Trade or business requirement.
(c) Prepaid amounts.
(1) In general.
(2) Transfers of property.
(d) Written research agreement.
(1) In general.
(2) Agreement between a corporation and a

qualified organization after June 30, 1983.
(i) In general.
(ii) Transfers of property.
(3) Agreement between a qualified fund and

a qualified educational organization after
June 30, 1983.

(e) Exclusions.
(1) Research conducted outside the United

States.
(2) Research in the social sciences or hu-

manities.
(f) Procedure for making an election to be

treated as a qualified fund.

§ 1.41–8 Aggregation of expenditures.

(a) Controlled group of corporations; trade
or businesses under common control.

(1) In general.
(2) Definition of trade or business.
(3) Determination of common control.
(4) Examples.
(b) Minimum base period research ex-

penses.
(c) Tax accounting periods used.
(1) In general.
(2) Special rule where timing of research is

manipulated.
(d) Membership during taxable year in

more than one group.
(e) Intra-group transactions.
(1) In general.
(2) In-house research expenses.
(3) Contract research expenses.
(4) Lease Payments.
(5) Payment for supplies.

§ 1.41–9 Special rules.

(a) Allocations.
(1) Corporation making an election under

subchapter S.
(i) Pass-through, for taxable years begin-

ning after December 31, 1982, in the case of
an S corporation.

(ii) Pass-through, for taxable years begin-
ning before January 1, 1983, in the case of a
subchapter S corporation.

(2) Pass-through in the case of an estate or
trust.

(3) Pass-through in the case of a partner-
ship.

(i) In general.
(ii) Certain expenditures by joint ventures.
(4) Year in which taken into account.
(5) Credit allowed subject to limitation.
(b) Adjustments for certain acquisitions

and dispositions—Meaning of terms.
(c) Special rule for pass-through of credit.
(d) Carryback and carryover of unused

credits.

§ 1.41–1 Introduction to regulations
under section 41.

Sections 1.41–2 through 1.41–9 deal
only with certain provisions of section
41. The following table identifies the
provisions of section 41 that are dealt
with, and lists each with the section of
the regulations in which it is covered:

Section of the regulations Section of the
Code

1.41–2 ......................................................... 41(b)(1)
41(b)(2)(A)(ii)
41(b)(2)(A)(iii)
41(b)(2)(B)
41(b)(3)

1.41–3 ......................................................... 41(c)(2)
41(f)(4)

1.41–5 ......................................................... 41(d)
1.41–7 ......................................................... 41(e)
1.41–8 ......................................................... 41(f)(1)
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Section of the regulations Section of the
Code

1.41–9 ......................................................... 41(f)(2)
41(f)(3)
41(g)

Sections 1.41–4 and 1.41–6 deal with the
definition of qualified research and
basic research for taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 1985. Section
1.41–3 also deals with the special rule in
section 221(d)(2) of the Economic Re-
covery Tax Act of 1981 relating to tax-
able years overlapping the effective
dates of section 41. Section 41 was for-
merly designated sections 30 and 44F.
The regulations refer to these sections
as section 41 for conformity purposes.
Of course, whether section 41, 30 or 44F
applies to a particular expenditure de-
pends upon when the expenditure was
paid or incurred.

§ 1.41–2 Qualified Research Expenses.
(a) Trade or business requirement—(1)

In general. An in-house research ex-
pense of the taxpayer or a contract re-
search expense of the taxpayer is a
qualified research expense only if the
expense is paid or incurred by the tax-
payer in carrying on a trade or busi-
ness of the taxpayer. The phrase ‘‘in
carrying on a trade or business’’ has
the same meaning for purposes of sec-
tion 41(b)(1) as it has for purposes of
section 162; thus, expenses paid or in-
curred in connection with a trade or
business within the meaning of section
174(a) (relating to the deduction for re-
search and experimental expenses) are
not necessarily paid or incurred in car-
rying on a trade or business for pur-
poses of section 41. A research expense
must relate to a particular trade or
business being carried on by the tax-
payer at the time the expense is paid or
incurred in order to be a qualified re-
search expense. For purposes of section
41, a contract research expense of the
taxpayer is not a qualified research ex-
pense if the product or result of the re-
search is intended to be transferred to
another in return for license or royalty
payments and the taxpayer does not
use the product of the research in the
taxpayer’s trade or business.

(2) New business. Expenses paid or in-
curred prior to commencing a new
business (as distinguished from expand-

ing an existing business) may be paid
or incurred in connection with a trade
or business but are not paid or incurred
in carrying on a trade or business.
Thus, research expenses paid or in-
curred by a taxpayer in developing a
product the sale of which would con-
stitute a new trade or business for the
taxpayer are not paid or incurred in
carrying on a trade or business.

(3) Research performed for others—(i)
Taxpayer not entitled to results. If the
taxpayer performs research on behalf
of another person and retains no sub-
stantial rights in the research, that re-
search shall not be taken into account
by the taxpayer for purposes of section
41. See § 1.41–5(d)(2).

(ii) Taxpayer entitled to results. If the
taxpayer in carrying on a trade or busi-
ness performs research on behalf of
other persons but retains substantial
rights in the research, the taxpayer
shall take otherwise qualified expenses
for that research into account for pur-
poses of section 41 to the extent pro-
vided in § 1.41–5(d)(3).

(4) Partnerships—(i) In general. An in-
house research expense or a contract
research expense paid or incurred by a
partnership is a qualified research ex-
pense of the partnership if the expense
is paid or incurred by the partnership
in carrying on a trade or business of
the partnership, determined at the
partnership level without regard to the
trade or business of any partner.

(ii) Special rule for certain partnerships
and joint ventures. (A) If a partnership
or a joint venture (taxable as a part-
nership) is not carrying on the trade or
business to which the research relates,
then the general rule in paragraph
(a)(4)(i) of this section would not allow
any of such expenditures to qualify as
qualified research expenses.

(B) Notwithstanding paragraph
(a)(4)(ii)(A) of this section, if all the
partners or venturers are entitled to
make independent use of the results of
the research, this paragraph (a)(4)(ii)
may allow a portion of such expendi-
tures to be treated as qualified re-
search expenditures by certain part-
ners or venturers.

(C) First, in order to determine the
amount of credit that may be claimed
by certain partners or venturers, the
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amount of qualified research expendi-
tures of the partnership or joint ven-
ture is determined (assuming for this
purpose that the partnership or joint
venture is carrying on the trade or
business to which the research relates).

(D) Second, this amount is reduced
by the proportionate share of such ex-
penses allocable to those partners or
venturers who would not be able to
claim such expenses as qualified re-
search expenditures if they had paid or
incurred such expenses directly. For
this purpose such partners’ or ven-
turers’ proportionate share of such ex-
penses shall be determined on the basis
of such partners’ or venturers’ share of
partnership items of income or gain
(excluding gain allocated under section
704(c)) which results in the largest pro-
portionate share. Where a partner’s or
venturer’s share of partnership items
of income or gain (excluding gain allo-
cated under section 704(c)) may vary
during the period such partner or ven-
turer is a partner or venturer in such
partnership or joint venture, such
share shall be the highest share such
partner or venturer may receive.

(E) Third, the remaining amount of
qualified research expenses is allocated
among those partners or venturers who
would have been entitled to claim a
credit for such expenses if they had
paid or incurred the research expenses
in their own trade or business, in the
relative proportions that such partners
or venturers share deductions for ex-
penses under section 174 for the taxable
year that such expenses are paid or in-
curred.

(F) For purposes of section 41, re-
search expenditures to which this para-
graph (a)(4)(ii) applies shall be treated
as paid or incurred directly by such
partners or venturers. See § 1.41–
9(a)(3)(ii) for special rules regarding
these expenses.

(iii) The following examples illus-
trate the application of the principles
contained in paragraph (a)(4)(ii) of this
section.

Example 1. A joint venture (taxable as a
partnership) is formed by corporations A, B,
and C to develop and market a supercom-
puter. A and B are in the business of devel-
oping computers, and each has a 30 percent
distributive share of each item of income,
gain, loss, deduction, credit and basis of the
joint venture. C, which is an investment

banking firm, has a 40 percent distributive
share of each item of income, gain, loss, de-
duction, credit and basis of the joint ven-
ture. The joint venture agreement provides
that A’s, B’s and C’s distributive shares will
not vary during the life of the joint venture,
liquidation proceeds are to be distributed in
accordance with the partners’ capital ac-
count balances, and any partner with a def-
icit in its capital account following the dis-
tribution of liquidation proceeds is required
to restore the amount of such deficit to the
joint venture. Assume in Year 1 that the
joint venture incurs $100x of ‘‘qualified re-
search expenses.’’ Assume further that the
joint venture cannot claim the research
credit for such expenses because it is not car-
rying on the trade or business to which the
research relates. In addition A, B, and C are
all entitled to make independent use of the
results of the research. First, the amount of
qualified research expenses of the joint ven-
ture is $l00x. Second, this amount is reduced
by the proportionate share of such expenses
allocable to C, the venturer which would not
have been able to claim such expenses as
qualified research expenditures if it had paid
or incurred them directly, C’s proportionate
share of such expenses is $40x (40% of $100x).
The reduced amount is $60x. Third, the re-
maining $60x of qualified research expenses
is allocated between A and B in the relative
proportions that A and B share deductions
for expenses under section 174. A is entitled
to treat $30x ((30%/(30%+30%)) $60x) as a
qualified research expense. B is also entitled
to treat $30x ((30%/(30%+30%)) $60x) as a
qualified research expense.

Example 2. Assume the same facts as in ex-
ample (1) except that the joint venture
agreement provides that during the first 2
years of the joint venture, A and B are each
allocated 10 percent of each item of income,
gain, loss, deduction, credit and basis, and C
is allocated 80 percent of each item of in-
come, gain, loss, deduction, credit and basis.
Thereafter the allocations are the same as in
example (1). Assume for purposes of this ex-
ample that such allocations have substantial
economic effect for purposes of section 704
(b). C’s highest share of such items during
the life of the joint venture is 80 percent.
Therefore C’s proportionate share of the
joint venture’s qualified research expenses is
$80x (80% of $100x). The reduced amount of
qualified research expenses is $20x
($100x¥$80x). A is entitled to treat $10x
((10%/(10%+10%)) $20x) as a qualified research
expense in Year 1. B is also entitled to treat
$10x ((10%/(10%+10%)) $20x) as a qualified re-
search expense in Year 1.

(b) Supplies and personal property used
in the conduct of qualified research—(1)
In general. Supplies and personal prop-
erty (except to the extent provided in
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paragraph (b)(4) of this section) are
used in the conduct of qualified re-
search if they are used in the perform-
ance of qualified services (as defined in
section 41(b)(2)(B), but without regard
to the last sentence thereof) by an em-
ployee of the taxpayer (or by a person
acting in a capacity similar to that of
an employee of the taxpayer; see exam-
ple (6) of § 1.41–2(e)(5)). Expenditures for
supplies or for the use of personal prop-
erty that are indirect research expendi-
tures or general and administrative ex-
penses do not qualify as inhouse re-
search expenses.

(2) Certain utility charges—(i) In gen-
eral. In general, amounts paid or in-
curred for utilities such as water, elec-
tricity, and natural gas used in the
building in which qualified research is
performed are treated as expenditures
for general and administrative ex-
penses.

(ii) Extraordinary expenditures. To the
extent the taxpayer can establish that
the special character of the qualified
research required additional extraor-
dinary expenditures for utilities, the
additional expenditures shall be treat-
ed as amounts paid or incurred for sup-
plies used in the conduct of qualified
research. For example, amounts paid
for electricity used for general labora-
tory lighting are treated as general and
administrative expenses, but amounts
paid for electricity used in operating
high energy equipment for qualified re-
search (such as laser or nuclear re-
search) may be treated as expenditures
for supplies used in the conduct of
qualified research to the extent the
taxpayer can establish that the special
character of the research required an
extraordinary additional expenditure
for electricity.

(3) Right to use personal property. The
determination of whether an amount is
paid to or incurred for another person
for the right to use personal property
in the conduct of qualified research
shall be made without regard to the
characterization of the transaction as
a lease under section 168(f)(8) (as that
section read before it was repealed by
the Tax Reform Act of 1986). See
§ 5c.168(f)(8)–1(b).

(4) Use of personal property in taxable
years beginning after December 31, 1985.
For taxable years beginning after De-

cember 31, 1985, amounts paid or in-
curred for the use of personal property
are not qualified research expenses, ex-
cept for any amount paid or incurred
to another person for the right to use
(time-sharing) computers in the con-
duct of qualified research. The com-
puter must be owned and operated by
someone other than the taxpayer, lo-
cated off the taxpayer’s premises, and
the taxpayer must not be the primary
user of the computer.

(c) Qualified services—(1) Engaging in
qualified research. The term ‘‘engaging
in qualified research’’ as used in sec-
tion 41(b)(2)(B) means the actual con-
duct of qualified research (as in the
case of a scientist conducting labora-
tory experiments).

(2) Direct supervision. The term ‘‘di-
rect supervision’’ as used in section
41(b)(2)(B) means the immediate super-
vision (first-line management) of quali-
fied research (as in the case of a re-
search scientist who directly super-
vises laboratory experiments, but who
may not actually perform experi-
ments). ‘‘Direct supervision’’ does not
include supervision by a higher-level
manager to whom first-line managers
report, even if that manager is a quali-
fied research scientist.

(3) Direct support. The term ‘‘direct
support’’ as used in section 41(b)(2)(B)
means services in the direct support of
either—

(i) Persons engaging in actual con-
duct of qualified research, or

(ii) Persons who are directly super-
vising persons engaging in the actual
conduct of qualified research. For ex-
ample, direct support of research in-
cludes the services of a secretary for
typing reports describing laboratory
results derived from qualified research,
of a laboratory worker for cleaning
equipment used in qualified research,
of a clerk for compiling research data,
and of a machinist for machining a
part of an experimental model used in
qualified research. Direct support of re-
search activities does not include gen-
eral administrative services, or other
services only indirectly of benefit to
research activities. For example, serv-
ices of payroll personnel in preparing
salary checks of laboratory scientists,
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of an accountant for accounting for re-
search expenses, of a janitor for gen-
eral cleaning of a research laboratory,
or of officers engaged in supervising fi-
nancial or personnel matters do not
qualify as direct support of research.
This is true whether general adminis-
trative personnel are part of the re-
search department or in a separate de-
partment. Direct support does not in-
clude supervision. Supervisory services
constitute ‘‘qualified services’’ only to
the extent provided in paragraph (c)(2)
of this section.

(d) Wages paid for qualified services—
(1) In general. Wages paid to or incurred
for an employee constitute in-house re-
search expenses only to the extent the
wages were paid or incurred for quali-
fied services performed by the em-
ployee. If an employee has performed
both qualified services and non-
qualified services, only the amount of
wages allocated to the performance of
qualified services constitutes an in-
house research expense. In the absence
of another method of allocation that
the taxpayer can demonstrate to be
more appropriate, the amount of in-
house research expense shall be deter-
mined by multiplying the total amount
of wages paid to or incurred for the em-
ployee during the taxable year by the
ratio of the total time actually spent
by the employee in the performance of
qualified services for the taxpayer to
the total time spent by the employee
in the performance of all services for
the taxpayer during the taxable year.

(2) ‘‘Substantially all.’’ Notwith-
standing paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, if substantially all of the services
performed by an employee for the tax-
payer during the taxable year consist
of services meeting the requirements of
section 41(b)(2)(B) (i) or (ii), then the
term ‘‘qualified services’’ means all of
the services performed by the employee
for the taxpayer during the taxable
year. Services meeting the require-
ments of section 41(b)(2)(B) (i) or (ii)
constitute substantially all of the serv-
ices performed by the employee during
a taxable year only if the wages allo-
cated (on the basis used for purposes of
paragraph (d)(1) of this section) to serv-
ices meeting the requirements of sec-
tion 41(b)(2)(B) (i) or (ii) constitute at
least 80 percent of the wages paid to or

incurred by the taxpayer for the em-
ployee during the taxable year.

(e) Contract research expenses—(1) In
general. A contract research expense is
65 percent of any expense paid or in-
curred in carrying on a trade or busi-
ness to any person other than an em-
ployee of the taxpayer for the perform-
ance on behalf of the taxpayer of—

(i) Qualified research as defined in
§ 1.41–5, or

(ii) Services which, if performed by
employees of the taxpayer, would con-
stitute qualified services within the
meaning of section 41(b)(2)(B).

Where the contract calls for services
other than services described in this
paragraph (e)(1), only 65 percent of the
portion of the amount paid or incurred
that is attributable to the services de-
scribed in this paragraph (e)(1) is a con-
tract research expense.

(2) Performance of qualified research.
An expense is paid or incurred for the
performance of qualified research only
to the extent that it is paid or incurred
pursuant to an agreement that—

(i) Is entered into prior to the per-
formance of the qualified research,

(ii) Provides that research be per-
formed on behalf of the taxpayer, and

(iii) Requires the taxpayer to bear
the expense even if the research is not
successful.

If an expense is paid or incurred pursu-
ant to an agreement under which pay-
ment is contingent on the success of
the research, then the expense is con-
sidered paid for the product or result
rather than the performance of the re-
search, and the payment is not a con-
tract research expense. The previous
sentence applies only to that portion of
a payment which is contingent on the
success of the research.

(3) ‘‘On behalf of.’’ Qualified research
is performed on behalf of the taxpayer
if the taxpayer has a right to the re-
search results. Qualified research can
be performed on behalf of the taxpayer
notwithstanding the fact that the tax-
payer does not have exclusive rights to
the results.

(4) Prepaid amounts. Notwithstanding
paragraph (e)(1) of this section, if any
contract research expense paid or in-
curred during any taxable year is at-
tributable to qualified research to be
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conducted after the close of such tax-
able year, the expense so attributable
shall be treated for purposes of section
41(b)(1)(B) as paid or incurred during
the period during which the qualified
research is conducted.

(5) Examples. The following examples
illustrate provisions contained in para-
graphs (e) (1) through (4) of this sec-
tion.

Example 1. A, a cash-method taxpayer
using the calendar year as the taxable year,
enters into a contract with B Corporation
under which B is to perform qualified re-
search on behalf of A. The contract requires
A to pay B $300x, regardless of the success of
the research. In 1982, B performs all of the
research, and A makes full payment of $300x
under the contract. Accordingly, during the
taxable year 1982, $195x (65 percent of the
payment of $300x) constitutes a contract re-
search expense of A.

Example 2. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1), except that B performs 50 percent
of the research in 1983. Of the $195x of con-
tract research expense paid in 1982, para-
graph (e)(4) of this section provides that
$97.5x (50 percent of $195x) is a contract re-
search expense for 1982 and the remaining
$97.5x is contract research expense for 1983.

Example 3. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1), except that instead of calling for a
flat payment of $300x, the contract requires
A to reimburse B for all expenses plus pay B
$l00x. B incurs expenses attributable to the
research as follows:
Labor ................................................. $90x
Supplies ............................................. 20x
Depreciation on equipment ............... 50x
Overhead ........................................... 40x

Total ........................................ 200x

Under this agreement A pays B $300x during
1982. Accordingly, during taxable year 1982,
$195x (65 percent of $300x) of the payment
constitutes a contract research expense of A.

Example 4. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (3), except that A agrees to reimburse
B for all expenses and agrees to pay B an ad-
ditional amount of $100x, but the additional
$100x is payable only if the research is suc-
cessful. The research is successful and A
pays B $300x during 1982. Paragraph (e)(2) of
this section provides that the contingent
portion of the payment is not an expense in-
curred for the performance of qualified re-
search. Thus, for taxable year 1982, $130x (65
percent of the payment of $200x) constitutes
a contract research expense of A.

Example 5. C conducts in-house qualified re-
search in carrying on a trade or business. In
addition, C pays D Corporation, a provider of

computer services, $100x to develop software
to be used in analyzing the results C derives
from its research. Because the software serv-
ices, if performed by an employee of C, would
constitute qualified services, $65x of the
$100x constitutes a contract research expense
of C.

Example 6. C conducts in-house qualified re-
search in carrying on C’s trade or business.
In addition, C contracts with E Corporation,
a provider of temporary secretarial services,
for the services of a secretary for a week.
The secretary spends the entire week typing
reports describing laboratory results derived
from C’s qualified research. C pays E $400 for
the secretarial service, none of which con-
stitutes wages within the meaning of section
41(b)(2)(D). These services, if performed by
employees of C, would constitute qualified
services within the meaning of section
41(b)(2)(B). Thus, pursuant to paragraph
(e)(1) of this section, $260 (65 percent of $400)
constitutes a contract research expense of C.

Example 7. C conducts in-house qualified re-
search in carrying on C’s trade or business.
In addition, C pays F, an outside accountant,
$100x to keep C’s books and records per-
taining to the research project. The activity
carried on by the accountant does not con-
stitute qualified research as defined in sec-
tion 41(d). The services performed by the ac-
countant, if performed by an employee of C,
would not constitute qualified services (as
defined in section 41(b)(2)(B)). Thus, under
paragraph (e)(1) of this section, no portion of
the $100x constitutes a contract research ex-
pense.

§ 1.41–3 Base period research expense.
(a) Number of years in base period. The

term ‘‘base period’’ generally means
the 3 taxable years immediately pre-
ceding the year for which a credit is
being determined (‘‘determination
year’’). However, if the first taxable
year of the taxpayer ending after June
30, 1981, ends in 1981 or 1982, then with
respect to that taxable year the term
‘‘base period’’ means the immediately
preceding taxable year. If the second
taxable year of the taxpayer ending
after June 30, 1981, ends in 1982 or 1983,
then with respect to that taxable year
the term ‘‘base period’’ means the 2 im-
mediately preceding taxable years.

(b) New taxpayers. If, with respect to
any determination year, the taxpayer
has not been in existence for the num-
ber of preceding taxable years that are
included under paragraph (a) of this
section in the base period for that year,
then for purposes of paragraph (c)(1) of
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this section (relating to the determina-
tion of average qualified research ex-
penses during the base period), the tax-
payer shall be treated as—

(1) Having been in existence for that
number of additional 12-month taxable
years that is necessary to complete the
base period specified in paragraph (a)
of this section, and

(2) Having had qualified research ex-
penses of zero in each of those addi-
tional years.

(c) Definition of base period research
expenses. For any determination year,
the term ‘‘base period research ex-
penses’’ means the greater of—

(1) The average qualified research ex-
penses for taxable years during the
base period, or

(2) Fifty percent of the qualified re-
search expenses for the determination
year.

(d) Special rules for short taxable
years—(1) Short determination year. If
the determination year for which a re-
search credit is being taken is a short
taxable year, the amount taken into
account under paragraph (c)(1) of this
section shall be modified by multi-
plying that amount by the number of
months in the short taxable year and
dividing the result by 12.

(2) Short base period year. For pur-
poses of paragraph (c)(1) of this section,
if a year in the base period is a short
taxable year, the qualified research ex-
penses paid or incurred in the short
taxable year are deemed to be equal to
the qualified research expenses actu-
ally paid or incurred in that year mul-
tiplied by 12 and divided by the number
of months in that year.

(3) Years overlapping the effective dates
of section 41 (section 44F)—(i) Determina-
tion years. If a determination year in-
cludes months before July 1981, the de-
termination year is deemed to be a
short taxable year including only the
months after June 1981. Accordingly,
paragraph (d)(1) of this section is ap-
plied for purposes of determining the
base period expenses for such year. See
section 221(d)(2) of the Economic Re-
covery Tax Act of 1981.

(ii) Base period years. No adjustment
is required in the case of a base period
year merely because it overlaps June
30, 1981.

(4) Number of months in a short taxable
year. The number of months in a short
taxable year is equal to the number of
whole calendar months contained in
the year plus fractions for any par-
tially included months. The fraction
for a partially included month is equal
to the number of days in the month
that are included in the short taxable
year divided by the total number of
days in that month. Thus, if a short
taxable year begins on January 1, 1982,
and ends on June 9, 1982, it consists of
5 and 9/30 months.

(e) Examples. The following examples
illustrate the application of this sec-
tion.

Example 1. X Corp., an accrual-method tax-
payer using the calendar year as its taxable
year, is organized and begins carrying on a
trade or business during 1979 and subse-
quently incurs qualified research expenses as
follows:

1979 .................................................... $10x
1980 .................................................... 150x
1/1/81–6/30/81 ........................................ 90x
7/1/81–12/31/81 ...................................... 110x
1982 .................................................... 250x
1983 .................................................... 450x

(i) Determination year 1981. For determina-
tion year 1981, the base period consists of the
immediately preceding taxable year, cal-
endar year 1980. Because the determination
year includes months before July 1981, para-
graph (d)(3)(i) of this section requires that
the determination year be treated as a short
taxable year. Thus, for purposes of paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, as modified by para-
graph (d)(1) of this section, the average
qualified research expenses for taxable years
during the base period are $75x ($150x, the av-
erage qualified research expenses for the
base period, multiplied by 6, the number of
months in the determination year after June
30, 1981, and divided by 12). Because this
amount is greater than the amount deter-
mined under paragraph (c)(2) of this section
(50 percent of the determination year’s quali-
fied research expense of $110x, or $55x), the
amount of base period research expenses is
$75x. The credit for determination year 1981
is equal to 25 percent of the excess of $110x
(the qualified research expenditures incurred
during the determination year including
only expenditures accrued on or after July 1,
1981, through the end of the determination
year) over $75x (the base period research ex-
penses).

(ii) Determination year 1982. For determina-
tion year 1982, the base period consists of the
2 immediately preceding taxable years, 1980
and 1981. The amount determined under
paragraph (c)(1) of this section (the average
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qualified research expenses for taxable years
during the base period) is $175x
(($150x+$90x+$110x)/2). This amount is greater
than the amount determined under para-
graph (c)(2) of this section, (50 percent of
$250x, or $125x). Accordingly, the amount of
base period research expenses is $175x. The
credit for determination year 1982 is equal to
25 percent of the excess of $250x (the quali-
fied research expenses incurred during the
determination year) over $175x (the base pe-
riod research expenses).

(iii) Determination year 1983. For determina-
tion year 1983, the base period consists of the
3 immediately preceding taxable years 1980,
1981 and 1982. The amount determined under
paragraph (c)(1) of this section (the average
qualified research expenses for taxable years
during the base period) is $200x
(($150x+$200x+$250x)/3). The amount deter-
mined under paragraph (c)(2) of this section
is $225x (50 percent of the $450x of qualified
research expenses in 1983). Accordingly, the
amount of base period research expenses is
$225x. The credit for determination year 1983
is equal to 25 percent of the excess of $450x
(the qualified research expenses incurred
during the determination year) over $225x
(the base period research expenses).

Examp1e 2. Y, an accrual-basis corporation
using the calendar year as its taxable year
comes into existence and begins carrying on
a trade or business on July 1, 1983. Y incurs
qualified research expenses as follows:
7/1/83—12/31/83 ..................................... $80x
1984 .................................................... 200x
1985 .................................................... 200x

(i) Determination year 1983. For determina-
tion year 1983, the base period consists of the
3 immediately preceding taxable years: 1980,
1981 and 1982. Although Y was not in exist-
ence during 1980, 1981 and 1982, Y is treated
under paragraph (b) of this section as having
been in existence during those years with
qualified research expenses of zero. Thus, the
amount determined under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section (the average qualified research
expenses for taxable years during the base
period) is $0x (($0x+$0x+$0x)/3). The amount
determined under paragraph (c)(2) of this
section is $40x (50 percent of $80x). Accord-
ingly, the amount of base period research ex-
penses is $40x. The credit for determination
year 1983 is equal to 25 percent of the excess
of $80x (the qualified research expenses in-
curred during the determination year) over
$40x (the base period research expenses).

(ii) Determination year 1984. For determina-
tion year 1984, the base period consists of the
3 immediately preceding taxable years: 1981,
1982, and 1983. Under paragraph (b) of this
section, Y is treated as having been in exist-
ence during years 1981 and 1982 with qualified
research expenses of zero. Because July 1
through December 31, 1983 is a short taxable
year, paragraph (d)(2) of this section requires

that the qualified research expenses for that
year be adjusted to $160x for purposes of de-
termining the average qualified research ex-
penses during the base period. The $160x re-
sults from the actual qualified research ex-
penses for that year ($80x) multiplied by 12
and divided by 6 (the number of months in
the short taxable year). Accordingly, the
amount determined under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section (the average qualified research
expenses for taxable years during the base
period) is $531⁄3x (($0x+$0x+$160x)/3). The
amount determined under paragraph (c)(2) of
this section is $100x (50 percent of $200x). The
amount of base period research expenses is
$100x. The credit for determination year 1984
is equal to 25 percent of the excess of $200x
(the qualified research expenses incurred
during the determination year) over $100x
(the base period research expenses).

(iii) Determination year 1985. For determina-
tion year 1985, the base period consists of the
3 immediately preceding taxable years: 1982,
1983, and 1984. Pursuant to paragraph (b) of
this section, Y is treated as having been in
existence during 1982 with qualified research
expenses of zero. Because July 1 through De-
cember 31, 1982, is a short taxable year, para-
graph (d)(2) of this section requires that the
qualified research expense for that year be
adjusted to $160x for purposes of determining
the average qualified research expenses for
taxable years during the base period. This
$160x is the actual qualified research expense
for that year ($80x) multiplied by 12 and di-
vided by 6 (the number of months in the
short taxable year). Accordingly, the amount
determined under paragraph (c)(1) of this
section (the average qualified research ex-
penses for taxable years during the base pe-
riod) is $120x (($0x+$160x+$200x)/3). The
amount determined under paragraph (c)(2) of
this section is $100x (50 percent of $200x). The
amount of base period research expenses is
$120x. The credit for determination year 1985
is equal to 25 percent of the excess of $200x
(the qualified research expenses incurred
during the determination year) over $120x
(the base period research expenses).

§ 1.41–4 Qualified research for taxable
years beginning after December 31,
1985. [Reserved]

§ 1.41–5 Qualified research for taxable
years beginning before January 1,
1986.

(a) General rule. Except as otherwise
provided in section 30(d) (as that sec-
tion read before amendment by the Tax
Reform Act of 1986) and in this section,
the term ‘‘qualified research’’ means
research, expenditures for which would
be research and experimental expendi-
tures within the meaning of section
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174. Expenditures that are ineligible for
the section 174 deduction elections are
not expenditures for qualified research.
For example, expenditures for the ac-
quisition of land or depreciable prop-
erty used in research, and mineral ex-
ploration costs described in section
174(d), are not expenditures for quali-
fied research.

(b) Activities outside the United
States—(1) In-house research. In-house
research conducted outside the United
States (as defined in section 7701(a)(9))
cannot constitute qualified research.
Thus, wages paid to an employee sci-
entist for services performed in a lab-
oratory in the United States and in a
test station in Antarctica must be ap-
portioned between the services per-
formed within the United States and
the services performed outside the
United States, and only the wages ap-
portioned to the services conducted
within the United States are qualified
research expenses unless the 80 percent
rule of § 1.41–2(d)(2) applies.

(2) Contract research. If contract re-
search is performed partly within the
United States and partly without, only
65 percent of the portion of the con-
tract amount that is attributable to
the research performed within the
United States can qualify as contract
research expense (even if 80 percent or
more of the contract amount was for
research performed in the United
States).

(c) Social sciences or humanities. Quali-
fied research does not include research
in the social sciences or humanities.
For purposes of section 30(d)(2) (as that
section read before amendment by the
Tax Reform Act of 1986) and of this sec-
tion, the phrase ‘‘research in the social
sciences or humanities’’ encompasses
all areas of research other than re-
search in a field of laboratory science
(such as physics or biochemistry), engi-
neering or technology. Examples of re-
search in the social sciences or human-
ities include the development of a new
life insurance contract, a new eco-
nomic model or theory, a new account-
ing procedure or a new cookbook.

(d) Research funded by any grant, con-
tract, or otherwise—(1) In general. Re-
search does not constitute qualified re-
search to the extent it is funded by any
grant, contract, or otherwise by an-

other person (including any govern-
mental entity). All agreements (not
only research contracts) entered into
between the taxpayer performing the
research and other persons shall be
considered in determining the extent
to which the research is funded.
Amounts payable under any agreement
that are contingent on the success of
the research and thus considered to be
paid for the product or result of the re-
search (see § 1.41–2(e)(2)) are not treated
as funding. For special rules regarding
funding between commonly controlled
businesses, see § 1.41–8(e).

(2) Research in which taxpayer retains
no rights. If a taxpayer performing re-
search for another person retains no
substantial rights in research under
the agreement providing for the re-
search, the research is treated as fully
funded for purposes of section
41(d)(4)(H), and no expenses paid or in-
curred by the taxpayer in performing
the research are qualified research ex-
penses. For example, if the taxpayer
performs research under an agreement
that confers on another person the ex-
clusive right to exploit the results of
the research, the taxpayer is not per-
forming qualified research because the
research is treated as fully funded
under this paragraph (d)(2). Incidental
benefits to the taxpayer from perform-
ance of the research (for example, in-
creased experience in a field of re-
search) do not constitute substantial
rights in the research. If a taxpayer
performing research for another person
retains no substantial rights in the re-
search and if the payments to the re-
searcher are contingent upon the suc-
cess of the research, neither the per-
former nor the person paying for the
research is entitled to treat any por-
tion of the expenditures as qualified re-
search expenditures.

(3) Research in which the taxpayer re-
tains substantial rights—(i) In general. If
a taxpayer performing research for an-
other person retains substantial rights
in the research under the agreement
providing for the research, the research
is funded to the extent of the payments
(and fair market value of any property)
to which the taxpayer becomes entitled
by performing the research. A taxpayer
does not retain substantial rights in
the research if the taxpayer must pay
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for the right to use the results of the
research. Except as otherwise provided
in paragraph (d)(3)(ii) of this section,
the taxpayer shall reduce the amount
paid or incurred by the taxpayer for
the research that would, but for sec-
tion 41(d)(4)(H), constitute qualified re-
search expenses of the taxpayer by the
amount of funding determined under
the preceding sentence.

(ii) Pro rata allocation. If the taxpayer
can establish to the satisfaction of the
district director—

(A) The total amount of research ex-
penses,

(B) That the total amount of re-
search expenses exceed the funding,
and

(C) That the otherwise qualified re-
search expenses (that is, the expenses
which would be qualified research ex-
penses if there were no funding) exceed
65 percent of the funding, then the tax-
payer may allocate the funding pro
rata to nonqualified and otherwise
qualified research expenses, rather
than allocating it 100 percent to other-
wise qualified research expenses (as
provided in paragraph (d)(3)(i) of this
section). In no event, however, shall
less than 65 percent of the funding be
applied against the otherwise qualified
research expenses.

(iii) Project-by-project determination.
The provisions of this paragraph (d)(3)
shall be applied separately to each re-
search project undertaken by the tax-
payer.

(4) Independent research and develop-
ment under the Federal Acquisition Regu-
lations System and similar provisions. The
Federal Acquisition Regulations Sys-
tem and similar rules and regulations
relating to contracts (fixed price, cost
plus, etc.) with government entities
provide for allocation of certain ‘‘inde-
pendent research and development
costs’’ and ‘‘bid and proposal costs’’ of
a contractor to contracts entered into
with that contractor. In general, any
‘‘independent research and develop-
ment costs’’ and ‘‘bid and proposal
costs’’ paid to a taxpayer by reason of
such a contract shall not be treated as
funding the underlying research activi-
ties except to the extent the ‘‘inde-
pendent research and development
costs’’ and ‘‘bid and proposal costs’’ are
properly severable from the contract.

See § 1.451–3(e); see also section 804(d)(2)
of the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

(5) Funding determinable only in subse-
quent taxable year. If at the time the
taxpayer files its return for a taxable
year, it is impossible to determine to
what extent particular research per-
formed by the taxpayer during that
year may be funded, then the taxpayer
shall treat the research as completely
funded for purposes of completing that
return. When the amount of funding is
finally determined, the taxpayer
should amend the return and any in-
terim returns to reflect the proper
amount of funding.

(6) Examples. The following examples
illustrate the application of the prin-
ciples contained in this paragraph.

Example 1. A enters into a contract with B
Corporation, a cash-method taxpayer using
the calendar year as its taxable year, under
which B is to perform research that would,
but for section 41(d)(3)(H), be qualified re-
search of B. The agreement calls for A to pay
B $120x, regardless of the outcome of the re-
search. In 1982, A makes full payment of
$120x under the contract, B performs all the
research, and B pays all the expenses con-
nected with the research, as follows:
In-house research expenses ............... $100x
Outside research:

(Amount B paid to third parties for
research, 65 percent of which
($26x) is treated as a contract re-
search expense of B) .................... 40x

Overhead and other expenses ............ 10x

Total ........................................... 150x

If B has no rights to the research, B is fully
funded. Alternatively, assume that B retains
the right to use the results of the research in
carrying on B’s business. Of B’s otherwise
qualified research expenses of $126x + $26x),
$120x is treated as funded by A. Thus $6x
($126x ¥ $120x) is treated as a qualified re-
search expense of B. However, if B estab-
lishes the facts required under paragraph
(d)(3) of this section, B can allocate the fund-
ing pro rata to nonqualified and otherwise
qualified research expenses. Thus $100.8x
($120x ($126x/$150x)) would be allocated to
otherwise qualified research expenses. B’s
qualified research expenses would be $25.2x
($126x ¥ $100.8x). For purposes of the fol-
lowing examples (2), (3) and (4) assume that
B retains substantial rights to use the re-
sults of the research in carrying on B’s busi-
ness.

Example 2. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1) (assuming that B retains the right
to use the results of the research in carrying
on B’s business) except that, although A
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makes full payment of $120x during 1982, B
does not perform the research or pay the as-
sociated expenses until 1983. The computa-
tions are unchanged. However, B’s qualified
research expenses determined in example (1)
are qualified research expenses during 1983.

Example 3. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1) (assuming that B retains the right
to use the results of the research in carrying
on B’s business) except that, although B per-
forms the research and pays the associated
expenses during 1982, A does not pay the
$120x until 1983. The computations are un-
changed and the amount determined in ex-
ample (1) is a qualified research expense of B
during 1982.

Example 4. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1) (assuming that B retains the right
to use the results of the research in carrying
on B’s business) except that, instead of
agreeing to pay B $120x, A agrees to pay
$100x regardless of the outcome and an addi-
tional $20x only if B’s research produces a
useful product. B’s research produces a use-
ful product and A pays B $120x during 1982.
The $20x payment that is conditional on the
success of the research is not treated as
funding. Assuming that B establishes to the
satisfaction of the district director the ac-
tual research expenses, B can allocate the
funding to nonqualified and otherwise quali-
fied research expenses. Thus $84x ($100x
($126x/$150x)) would be allocated to otherwise
qualified research expenses. B’s qualified re-
search expenses would be $42x ($126x ¥ $84x).

Example 5. C enters into a contract with D,
a cash-method taxpayer using the calendar
year as its taxable year, under which D is to
perform research in which both C and D will
have substantial rights. C agrees to reim-
burse D for 80 percent of D’s expenses for the
research. D performs part of the research in
1982 and the rest in 1983. At the time that D
files its return for 1982, D is unable to deter-
mine the extent to which the research is
funded under the provisions of this para-
graph. Under these circumstances, D may
not treat any of the expenses paid by D for
this research during 1982 as qualified re-
search expenses on its 1982 return. When the
project is complete and D can determine the
extent of funding, D should file an amended
return for 1982 to take into account any
qualified research expense for 1982.

§ 1.41–6 Basic research for taxable
years beginning after December 31,
1985. [Reserved]

§ 1.41–7 Basic research for taxable
years beginning before January 1,
1986.

(a) In general. The amount expended
for basic research within the meaning

of section 30(e) (before amended by the
Tax Reform Act of 1986) equals the sum
of money plus the taxpayer’s basis in
tangible property (other than land)
transferred for use in the performance
of basic research.

(b) Trade or business requirement. Any
amount treated as a contract research
expense under section 30(e) (before
amendment by the Tax Reform Act of
1986) shall be deemed to have been paid
or incurred in carrying on a trade or
business, if the corporation that paid
or incurred the expenses is actually en-
gaged in carrying on some trade or
business.

(c) Prepaid amounts—(1) In general. If
any basic research expense paid or in-
curred during any taxable year is at-
tributable to research to be conducted
after the close of such taxable year, the
expense so attributable shall be treated
for purposes of section 30(b)(1)(B) (be-
fore amendment by the Tax Reform
Act of 1986) as paid or incurred during
the period in which the basic research
is conducted.

(2) Transfers of property. In the case of
transfers of property to be used in the
performance of basic research, the re-
search in which that property is to be
used shall be considered to be con-
ducted ratably over a period beginning
on the day the property is first so used
and continuing for the number of years
provided with respect to property of
that class under section 168(c)(2) (be-
fore amendment by the Tax Reform
Act of 1986). For example, if an item of
property which is 3-year property
under section 168(c) is transferred to a
university for basic research on Janu-
ary 12, 1983, and is first so used by the
university on March 1, 1983, then the
research in which that property is used
is considered to be conducted ratably
from March 1, 1983, through February
28, 1986.

(d) Written research agreement—(1) In
general. A written research agreement
must be entered into prior to the per-
formance of the basic research.

(2) Agreement between a corporation
and a qualified organization after June
30, 1983—(i) In general. A written re-
search agreement between a corpora-
tion and a qualified organization (in-
cluding a qualified fund) entered into
after June 30, 1983, shall provide that
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the organization shall inform the cor-
poration within 60 days after the close
of each taxable year of the corporation
what amount of funds provided by the
corporation pursuant to the agreement
was expended on basic research during
the taxable year of the corporation. In
determining amounts expended on
basic research, the qualified organiza-
tion shall take into account the exclu-
sions specified in section 30(e)(3) (be-
fore amendment by the Tax Reform
Act of 1986) and in paragraph (e) of this
section.

(ii) Transfers of property. In the case
of transfers of property to be used in
basic research, the agreement shall
provide that substantially all use of
the property is to be for basic research,
as defined in section 30(e)(3) (before
amendment by the Tax Reform Act of
1986).

(3) Agreement between a qualified fund
and a qualified educational organization
after June 30, 1983. A written research
agreement between a qualified fund
and a qualified educational organiza-
tion (see section 30(e)(4)(B)(iii) (before
amendment by the Tax Reform Act of
1986)) entered into after June 30, 1983,
shall provide that the qualified edu-
cational organization shall furnish suf-
ficient information to the qualified
fund to enable the qualified fund to
comply with the written research
agreements it has entered into with
grantor corporations, including the re-
quirement set forth in paragraph (d)(2)
of this section.

(e) Exclusions—(1) Research conducted
outside the United States. If a taxpayer
pays or incurs an amount for basic re-
search to be performed partly within
the United States and partly without,
only 65 percent of the portion of the
amount attributable to research per-
formed within the United States can be
treated as a contract research expense
(even if 80 percent or more of the con-
tract amount was for basic research
performed in the United States).

(2) Research in the social sciences or
humanities. Basic research does not in-
clude research in the social sciences or
humanities, within the meaning of
§ 1.41–5(c).

(f) Procedure for making an election to
be treated as a qualified fund. In order to
make an election to be treated as a

qualified fund within the meaning of
section 30(e)(4)(B)(iii) (before amend-
ment by the Tax Reform Act of 1986) or
as an organization described in section
41(e)(6)(D), the organization shall file
with the Internal Revenue Service cen-
ter with which it files its annual return
a statement that—

(1) Sets out the name, address, and
taxpayer identification number of the
electing organization (the ‘‘taxpayer’’)
and of the organization that estab-
lished and maintains the electing orga-
nization (the ‘‘controlling organiza-
tion’’),

(2) Identifies the election as an elec-
tion under section 41(e)(6)(D) of the
Code,

(3) Affirms that the controlling orga-
nization and the taxpayer are section
501(c)(3) organizations,

(4) Provides that the taxpayer elects
to be treated as a private foundation
for all Code purposes other than sec-
tion 4940,

(5) Affirms that the taxpayer satis-
fies the requirement of section
41(e)(6)(D)(iii), and

(6) Specifies the date on which the
election is to become effective.
If an election to be treated as a quali-
fied fund is filed before February 1,
1982, the election may be made effec-
tive as of any date after June 30, 1981,
and before January 1, 1986. If an elec-
tion is filed on or after February 1,
1982, the election may be made effec-
tive as of any date on or after the date
on which the election is filed.

§ 1.41–8 Aggregation of expenditures.
(a) Controlled group of corporations;

trades or businesses under common con-
trol—(1) In general. In determining the
amount of research credit allowed with
respect to a trade or business that at
the end of its taxable year is a member
of a controlled group of corporations or
a member of a group of trades or busi-
nesses under common control, all
members of the group are treated as a
single taxpayer and the credit (if any)
allowed to the member is determined
on the basis of its proportionate share
(if any) of the increase in qualified re-
search expenses of the aggregated
group.

(2) Definition of trade or business. For
purposes of this section, a trade or
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business is a sole proprietorship, a
partnership, a trust, an estate, or a
corporation that is carrying on a trade
or business (within the meaning of sec-
tion 162). For purposes of this section,
any corporation that is a member of a
commonly controlled group shall be
deemed to be carrying on a trade or
business if any other member of that
group is carrying on any trade or busi-
ness.

(3) Determination of common control.
For rules for determining whether
trades or businesses are under common
control, see paragraphs (b) through (g)
of § 1.52–1 except that the words ‘‘singly
or’’ in § 1.52–1(d)(1)(i) shall be treated as
deleted.

(4) Examples. The following examples
illustrate provisions of this paragraph.

Example 1. (i) Facts. A controlled group of
four corporations (all of which are calendar-
year taxpayers) had qualified research ex-
penses (‘‘research expenses’’) during the base
period and taxable year as follows:

Corporation Base period
(average)

Taxable
year Change

A .................................. $60 $40 ($20)
B .................................. 10 15 5
C .................................. 30 70 40
D .................................. 15 25 10

(ii) Total credit. Because the research ex-
penses of the four corporations are treated as
if made by one taxpayer, the total amount of
incremental expenses eligible for the credit
is $35 ($55 increase attributable to B, C, and
D less $20 decrease attributable to A). The
total amount of credit allowable to members
of the group is 20% of the incremental
amount or $7.00.

(iii) Allocation of credit. No amount of cred-
it is allocated to A since A’s research ex-
penses did not increase in the taxable year.
The $7.00 credit is allocated to B, C, and D,
the members of the group that increased
their research expenses. This allocation is
made on the basis of the ratio of each cor-
poration’s increase in its research expenses
to the sum of increases in those expenses. In-
asmuch as the total increase made by those
members of the group whose research ex-
penses rose (B, C, and D) was $55, B’s share of
the $7.00 credit is 5/55; C’s share is 40/55; and
D’s share is 10/55.

Example 2. The facts are the same as in ex-
ample (1) except that A had zero research ex-
penses in the taxable year. Thus, the con-
trolled group had a decrease rather than an
increase in aggregate research expenses. Ac-
cordingly, no amount of credit is allowable
to any member of the group even though B,

C, and D actually increased their research
expenses in comparison with their own base
period expenses.

(b) Minimum base period research ex-
penses. For purposes of this section, the
rule in section 41(c)(3) (pertaining to
minimum base period research ex-
penses) shall be applied only to the ag-
gregate amount of base period research
expenses. See the treatment of corpora-
tion C in example (1) of paragraph
(a)(4) of this section.

(c) Tax accounting periods used—(1) In
general. The credit allowable to a mem-
ber of a controlled group of corpora-
tions or of a group of trades or busi-
nesses under common control is that
member’s share of the aggregate credit
computed as of the end of such mem-
ber’s taxable year. In computing the
aggregate credit in the case of a group
whose members have different taxable
years, a member shall generally treat
the taxable year of another member
that ends with or within the deter-
mination year of the computing mem-
ber as the determination year of that
other member. The base period re-
search expenses taken into account
with respect to a determination year of
another member shall be the base pe-
riod research expenses determined for
that year under § 1.41–3, except that
§ 1.41–3(c)(2) shall be applied only at the
aggregate level.

(2) Special rule where timing of research
is manipulated. If the timing of research
by members using different tax ac-
counting periods is manipulated to
generate a credit in excess of the
amount that would be allowable if all
members of the group used the same
tax accounting period, the district di-
rector may require each member of the
group to calculate the credit in the
current taxable year and all future
years as if all members of the group
had the same taxable year and base pe-
riod as the computing member.

(d) Membership during taxable year in
more than one group. A trade or busi-
ness may be a member of only one
group for a taxable year. If, without
application of this paragraph, a busi-
ness would be a member of more than
one group at the end of its taxable
year, the business shall be treated as a
member of the group in which it was
included for its preceding taxable year.
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If the business was not included for its
preceding taxable year in any group in
which it could be included as of the end
of its taxable year, the business shall
designate in its timely filed (including
extensions) return the group in which
it is being included. If the return for a
taxable year is due before July 1, 1983,
the business may designate its group
membership through an amended re-
turn for that year filed on or before
June 30, 1983. If the business does not
so designate, then the district director
with audit jurisdiction of the return
will determine the group in which the
business is to be included.

(e) Intra-group transactions—(1) In
general. Because all members of a group
under common control are treated as a
single taxpayer for purposes of deter-
mining the research credit, transfers
between members of the group are gen-
erally disregarded.

(2) In-house research expenses. If one
member of a group performs qualified
research on behalf of another member,
the member performing the research
shall include in its qualified research
expenses any in-house research ex-
penses for that work and shall not
treat any amount received or accrued
as funding the research. Conversely,
the member for whom the research is
performed shall not treat any part of
any amount paid or incurred as a con-
tract research expense. For purposes of
determining whether the in-house re-
search for that work is qualified re-
search, the member performing the re-
search shall be treated as carrying on
any trade or business carried on by the
member on whose behalf the research
is performed.

(3) Contract research expenses. If a
member of a group pays or incurs con-
tract research expenses to a person
outside the group in carrying on the
member’s trade or business, that mem-
ber shall include those expenses as
qualified research expenses. However,
if the expenses are not paid or incurred
in carrying on any trade or business of
that member, those expenses may be
taken into account as contract re-
search expenses by another member of
the group provided that the other
member—

(i) Reimburses the member paying or
incurring the expenses, and

(ii) Carries on a trade or business to
which the research relates.

(4) Lease Payments. The amount paid
or incurred to another member of the
group for the lease of personal property
owned by a member of the group is not
taken into account for purposes of sec-
tion 41. Amounts paid or incurred to
another member of the group for the
lease of personal property owned by a
person outside the group shall be taken
into account as in-house research ex-
penses for purposes of section 41 only
to the extent of the lesser of—

(i) The amount paid or incurred to
the other member, or

(ii) The amount of the lease expenses
paid to the person outside the group.

(5) Payment for supplies. Amounts
paid or incurred to another member of
the group for supplies shall be taken
into account as in-house research ex-
penses for purposes of section 41 only
to the extent of the lesser of—

(i) The amount paid or incurred to
the other member, or

(ii) The amount of the other mem-
ber’s basis in the supplies.

§ 1.41–9 Special rules.
(a) Allocations—(1) Corporation making

an election under subchapter S—(i) Pass-
through, for taxable years beginning after
December 31, 1982, in the case of an S cor-
poration. In the case of an S corpora-
tion (as defined in section 1361) the
amount of research credit computed for
the corporation shall be allocated to
the shareholders according to the pro-
visions of section 1366 and section 1377.

(ii) Pass-through, for taxable years be-
ginning before January 1, 1983, in the case
of a subchapter S corporation. In the
case of an electing small business cor-
poration (as defined in section 1371 as
that section read before the amend-
ments made by the subchapter S Revi-
sion Act of 1982), the amount of the re-
search credit computed for the corpora-
tion for any taxable year shall be ap-
portioned pro rata among the persons
who are shareholders of the corpora-
tion on the last day of the corpora-
tion’s taxable year.

(2) Pass-through in the case of an estate
or trust. In the case of an estate or
trust, the amount of the research cred-
it computed for the estate or trust for
any taxable year shall be apportioned
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among the estate or trust and the
beneficiaries on the basis of the income
of the estate or trust allocable to each.

(3) Pass-through in the case of a part-
nership—(i) In general. In the case of a
partnership, the research credit com-
puted for the partnership for any tax-
able year shall be apportioned among
the persons who are partners during
the taxable year in accordance with
section 704 and the regulations there-
under. See, for example, § 1.704–
1(b)(4)(ii). Because the research credit
is an expenditure-based credit, the
credit is to be allocated among the
partners in the same proportion as sec-
tion 174 expenditures are allocated for
the year.

(ii) Certain expenditures by joint ven-
tures. Research expenses to which
§ 1.41–2(a)(4)(ii) applies shall be appor-
tioned among the persons who are part-
ners during the taxable year in accord-
ance with the provisions of that sec-
tion. For purposes of section 41, these
expenses shall be treated as paid or in-
curred directly by the partners rather
than by the partnership. Thus, the
partnership shall disregard these ex-
penses in computing the credit to be
apportioned under paragraph (a)(3)(i) of
this section, and in making the com-
putations under section 41 each partner
shall aggregate its distributive share of
these expenses with other research ex-
penses of the partner. The limitation
on the amount of the credit set out in
section 41(g) and in paragraph (c) of
this section shall not apply because the
credit is computed by the partner, not
the partnership.

(4) Year in which taken into account.
An amount apportioned to a person
under this paragraph shall be taken
into account by the person in the tax-
able year of such person which or with-
in which the taxable year of the cor-
poration, estate, trust, or partnership
(as the case may be) ends.

(5) Credit allowed subject to limitation.
The credit allowable to any person to
whom any amount has been appor-
tioned under paragraph (a)(1), (2) or
(3)(i) of this section is subject to sec-
tion 41(g) and sections 38 and 39 of the
Code, if applicable.

(b) Adjustments for certain acquisitions
and dispositions—Meaning of terms. For
the meaning of ‘‘acquisition,’’ ‘‘sepa-

rate unit,’’ and ‘‘major portion,’’ see
paragraph (b) of § 1.52–2. An ‘‘acquisi-
tion’’ includes an incorporation or a
liquidation.

(c) Special rule for pass-through of
credit. The special rule contained in
section 41(g) for the pass-through of
the credit in the case of an individual
who owns an interest in an unincor-
porated trade or business, is a partner
in a partnership, is a beneficiary of an
estate or trust, or is a shareholder in
an S corporation shall be applied in ac-
cordance with the principles set forth
in § 1.53–3.

(d) Carryback and carryover of unused
credits. The taxpayer to whom the cred-
it is passed through under paragraph
(c) of this section shall not be pre-
vented from applying the unused por-
tion in a carryback or carryover year
merely because the entity that earned
the credit changes its form of con-
ducting business.

TAXABLE YEARS BEGINNING BEFORE
JANUARY 1, 1987

§ 1.41–0A Credit or deduction for polit-
ical and newsletter fund contribu-
tions—scope and note.

Section 41 allows a limited credit
against the income tax for political
and newsletter fund contributions. Sec-
tion 218 allows a limited deduction for
contributions. The Revenue Act of 1978,
however, increases the maximum an-
nual credit under section 41 and repeals
section 218. These changes are effective
for political and newsletter fund con-
tributions payment of which is made in
taxable years of the contributor begin-
ning after December 31, 1978. Sections
1.41–1A through 1.41–8A apply to both
sections 41 and 218.

[T.D. 7603, 44 FR 18222, Mar. 27, 1979. Redesig-
nated and amended by T.D. 8251, 54 FR 21204,
May 17, 1989]

§ 1.41–1A Same—definitions of certain
items.

(a) Campaign committee. A ‘‘campaign
committee’’ is any group described in
section 41(c)(1)(B). Thus, to be a cam-
paign committee a group must be orga-
nized and operated exclusively to fur-
ther the nomination or election of one
or more candidates. That means it may
not, except as otherwise provided in
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