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and the faith, determination, and sense of honor that had sustained them
through times of unimaginable suffering.

We can never adequately express our gratitude to those who have served
our Nation while prisoners of war or to their families who experienced
such anguish during years of separation. But on this day, and throughout
the year, we can and should pay tribute to these extraordinary American
patriots, thank them for their service and their sacrifice, and honor them
always in our hearts.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 1998, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war who suf-
fered the hardships of enemy captivity. I also call upon Federal, State, and
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7080 of April 9, 1998

National D.A.R.E. Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Every child is blessed with infinite potential—potential for loving, for
learning, and for making life better for others. Yet each year thousands of
young people destroy this potential and risk their lives by using illegal sub-
stances. That is why the first goal of my 1998 National Drug Control Strat-
egy is to educate America’s young people on the dangers of substance
abuse and to help them resist the temptations of drugs, alcohol, and to-
bacco.

Among our greatest allies in this mission are the parents, teachers, stu-
dents, and police officers participating in Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E.), the largest substance abuse prevention and safety promotion
program in America. This year, millions of children across the United
States will benefit from the D.A.R.E. curriculum. Under the guidance of
specially trained veteran police officers, America’s children from kinder-
garten through 12th grade learn how to resist peer pressure and live pro-
ductive lives free from violence and substance abuse. The D.A.R.E. program
is currently being used in almost 75 percent of our Nation’s school districts
and in more than 44 countries around the world. And because it is so crit-
ical that we reach our young people during their most impressionable
years, D.A.R.E. has pledged to expand into every middle school in our Na-
tion by the year 2001.
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Every American should reinforce D.A.R.E.’s efforts by accepting responsi-
bility to join the fight against drugs and violence. Parents must set a good
example, teach their children right from wrong, and educate them about
the dangers of substance abuse. Young people themselves must have the
courage to reject violence and drugs. And we must all support our Nation’s
D.A.R.E. officers in their mission to help our children reject illegal drugs.
It is only by working together that we can create a brighter future for our
children, our communities, and our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 1998, as
National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our youth, parents, and educators and
all people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7081 of April 10, 1998

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Today, the nations of the Americas stand at the forefront of a promising
new era of exciting growth and global cooperation. Americans north and
south of the equator are communicating, interacting, and trading with one
another more than ever before. All the nations in our hemisphere but one
enjoy freely elected governments that promote human rights, free enter-
prise, and sustainable economic development through free trade. These vi-
brant democracies continue to seek opportunities to work together for the
security, prosperity, and general welfare of all our citizens.

In keeping with this spirit of cooperation, the leaders of the 34 American
democracies will meet in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19 for the sec-
ond Summit of the Americas. The United States hosted the first such sum-
mit in Miami in December 1994, and we look forward to strengthening our
involvement in what is becoming a mature partnership that is fostering in-
creased prosperity and security for our country. We hope to reach agree-
ments in Santiago that will enhance hemispheric collaboration in more
than 20 areas—including education, economic integration, democracy, jus-
tice, counternarcotics, security, poverty, and human rights.

This month also marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Organi-
zation of American States (OAS), a cornerstone of cooperation in our hemi-
sphere. The most recent successes of the OAS include agreements against
corruption and illegal firearms trafficking and ratification of the Wash-
ington Protocol, which provides for the suspension from the OAS of any
coun-
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