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tion’s waterways to practice safe boating and to educate others about the
importance of wearing life jackets, abstaining from drugs and alcohol, and
following safe navigation rules. Together we can save lives and ensure that
boating remains an enjoyable activity—for ourselves and for our loved
ones.

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the seven-day
period prior to Memorial Day as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 16 through May 22, 1998, as
National Safe Boating Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States, to join in observing this occasion and
to urge all Americans to practice safe boating not only during this week,
but also throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7097 of May 15, 1998

World Trade Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American economy is experiencing its longest period of sustained
growth in more than a generation, with more than 15 million new jobs, the
lowest unemployment rate since 1970, and the lowest inflation rate in more
than 30 years. Much of this economic expansion can be attributed to our
overseas trade. Today, America is the world’s leading exporter. Our exports
sustain 12 million jobs—jobs that on average, pay more than jobs not tied
to exports. The extraordinary vigor of America’s economy reflects the 1998
theme of World Trade Week: ‘‘Exporting Pays Off.’’

Our unparalleled capacity to develop and market high-technology products
and processes has given us a strong competitive edge in the international
marketplace in everything from aerospace to agriculture. Americans have
led the world into the Information Age, and we are poised to lead it into
an exciting new era of electronic commerce. Also central to our success in
the global economy has been our ability to open foreign markets for Amer-
ican goods and services. During the past 5 years, my Administration has
negotiated more than 240 new trade agreements and strengthened efforts to
eliminate unfair trading practices in order to help American workers and
businesses compete in an international arena that is open and fair and
where trade rules are enforced.
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To keep America growing, and to maintain our leadership in the global
economy, we must expand our exports. We must sustain our advantage in
information and other technologies by creating a business climate that en-
courages investment, by continuing our support of education and research
in basic science and technology, and by ensuring that American workers
are the best-educated and best-trained work force in the world. The Bureau
of Labor Statistics estimates that we will need more than a million new
high-skilled workers during the next 10 years to power the information
technology field. We must provide working Americans with the skills and
training they need to seize these promising employment opportunities.

Our exports and our economic strength depend upon our access to an
open, stable, and growing world market. The nations of the world are be-
coming increasingly intertwined in a global economy. We must continue
our efforts to remove foreign barriers to American goods and services, to
open new markets, and to keep them open. This week, I will travel to Ge-
neva, Switzerland and address the World Trade Organization to underline
just how important free and open trade is to our future prosperity. Fast-
track trade authority has been a crucial tool in this endeavor in the past,
and it will become increasingly important to our ability to compete in the
future with other countries for new markets, new contracts, and new jobs.
This traditional trading authority will empower us to negotiate pro-growth,
pro-American trade agreements that will maintain the momentum of our
economy and ensure that American workers and American businesses can
compete on a level playing field with the rest of the world.

America’s leadership in building an open, fair world trade system is paying
off in rewards for entrepreneurial initiative, higher wages for working
Americans, incentives for technological advances and artistic creation, and
prosperity for our Nation. By embracing the challenges of competing in the
global marketplace in the 21st century, we can ensure continued growth for
American businesses, prosperity for working Americans, and a brighter fu-
ture for us all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 17 through
May 23, 1998, as World Trade Week. I invite the people of the United
States to observe this week with ceremonies, activities, and programs that
celebrate the potential of international trade.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

VerDate 18-JUN-99 11:04 Jul 30, 1999 Jkt 183005 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\183005T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 183005T



43

Proclamations Proc. 7098

Proclamation 7098 of May 21, 1998

National Maritime Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The United States is and has always been a maritime Nation. Our history
is tied to the sea—from the Santa Maria to the Mayflower, from clipper
ships to ocean liners, from the Liberty Ships of World War II to the huge,
efficient containerships of the 1990s—and our development as a Nation has
paralleled the growth of our waterborne commerce.

As we look forward to the challenges of the 21st century, we continue to
rely on our Nation’s maritime industry and the U.S. Merchant Marine to
keep America competitive in an increasingly global economy. Ships and
barges carry more than one billion tons of commercial cargo annually be-
tween ports within our Nation. Internationally, more than 95 percent of our
imports and exports by weight are transported on water—a total of more
than one billion metric tons of cargo each year.

We also depend on America’s maritime industry and Merchant Marine to
fill a crucial role in protecting our national interests and the security of our
allies. Throughout our history, in times of conflict or crisis, the owners, op-
erators, and crews of U.S.-flag commercial vessels have provided vital sea-
lift capability in support of our Armed Forces, advancing defense, peace-
keeping, and humanitarian missions across the globe.

Our maritime industry has made many important contributions to the eco-
nomic strength and defense capability of our Nation, and my Administra-
tion has worked with the Congress to implement new approaches to ensure
the industry’s continued viability. Our National Shipbuilding Initiatives are
helping to improve the competitiveness of America’s maritime industry by
seeking to eliminate foreign subsidies, assisting the industry’s international
marketing efforts, eliminating unnecessary government regulations, and en-
hancing private sector financing of shipbuilding through Federal loan guar-
antees. Under the Maritime Security Program, the Federal Government con-
tracts with owners and operators of U.S.-flag vessels to supplement our
military sealift capability and gains access to a fleet of modern commercial
ships and the sophisticated intermodal transportation system that supports
it. Together, these programs protect our Nation’s economic interests and
our national security by ensuring that U.S.-flag vessels will always sail in
the sea lanes of the world.

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the Con-
gress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated May 22
as ‘‘National Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue annually a proclamation calling for its appropriate observ-
ance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 1998, as National Maritime
Day. I urge all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities and by displaying the flag of the United States
at their homes and in their communities. I also request that all ships sailing
under the American flag dress ship on that day.
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