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Proclamations Proc. 7138

Proclamation 7138 of October 9, 1998

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Two hundred nineteen years ago, General Casimir Pulaski selflessly gave
his life on an American battlefield, far from his native soil, in a struggle
dedicated to the principles of freedom and self-governance. Each year on
October 11, America solemnly marks the anniversary of the death of this
hero, a man whose devotion to liberty recognized no national boundary.

Born in Poland in 1747, Pulaski first joined the fight against tyranny and
oppression at his father’s side, defending their beloved homeland against
Prussian and Imperial Russian aggression. At the age of 21, Pulaski took
command of a detachment of rebel forces and proved his valor and stra-
tegic skill as he led freedom fighters into numerous battles. Struggling
against insurmountable odds, he and his fellow rebels were ultimately de-
feated, and Pulaski was forced into exile.

Carrying the cause of freedom to foreign shores, Pulaski came to America
to offer his services to George Washington in our country’s struggle for
independence. He wrote to General Washington, ‘‘I came here, where free-
dom is being defended, to serve it, and to live or die for it.’’ He proved
true to his word. Washington was so impressed with Pulaski’s abilities dur-
ing the battle of Brandywine Creek that he recommended that the Conti-
nental Congress appoint Pulaski as general of the American cavalry. Pulaski
and the special infantry and cavalry unit he formed fought bravely at the
front lines of the Revolutionary War. And during the siege of Savannah,
Casimir Pulaski gave his life so that our Nation might live in freedom.

Every year on this date, Americans across our country commemorate Gen-
eral Pulaski and draw inspiration from his life and the principles for which
he fought. As we reflect on how far liberty and democracy have advanced
across the globe, we know that General Pulaski’s gallant and determined
spirit continues to live. It is this very spirit that kept alive the dream of
freedom in the hearts and minds of the Polish people during the darkest
days of Nazi and Communist oppression. Today, thanks to the enduring re-
solve and sacrifices of modern heroes following Pulaski’s example, Europe
is free, and the United States and Poland, as staunch friends and future
NATO allies, look forward to a new millennium bright with the prospects
of peace and prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, October
11, 1998, as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to
commemorate this occasion with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Title 3—The PresidentProc. 7139

Proclamation 7139 of October 9, 1998

National Children’s Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

One of the most important measures of our success as a Nation is the well-
being of our children. As a society, we have no more important responsi-
bility than to help our families raise healthy, happy, loving children in an
environment that allows kids to reach their full potential. My Administra-
tion is committed to this goal, and we have made significant progress over
the past five and a half years through initiatives and legislation designed
to strengthen families, protect our children’s health, and invest in their
education.

By providing a tax credit of $500 per child to 26 million families, increas-
ing the minimum wage, and cutting taxes through extending the Earned In-
come Tax Credit, we have helped millions of working families. We have
dramatically increased Federal funding for child care and proposed addi-
tional subsidies and tax credits to help families pay for such care.

Through the Family and Medical Leave Act, we have made it easier for
working parents to take as much as 12 weeks of unpaid leave to care for
a new baby or a sick child without jeopardizing their jobs. And the land-
mark Adoption and Safe Families Act I signed into law last year helps the
thousands of children in foster care by working to reunite them with their
families, where possible, or move them more quickly into secure, perma-
nent adoptive families when that is the best option.

To meet our commitment to the health of all our children, we have ex-
tended health care coverage to millions of previously uninsured children
through the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the largest na-
tional investment in children’s health care in more than 30 years. Children
with health insurance get a healthier start in life because they receive reg-
ular checkups and routine immunizations. We are working with the States
to ensure that every child eligible for CHIP is enrolled, and we are focusing
on enrolling the more than 4 million uninsured children who are currently
eligible for health coverage under the Medicaid program.

To empower America’s children with the skills and knowledge they need
to make the most of their lives, our Nation has also made the largest invest-
ment in education in more than a generation. Today, more than 800,000
children are enrolled in Head Start, receiving the attention and training
they need to start school ready to learn. We are also working with the Con-
gress to pass legislation that will provide public schools with more teach-
ers, smaller class sizes, new or renovated buildings, and the latest in infor-
mation technology.

Children are our greatest blessing, and raising them well is the most chal-
lenging and rewarding task any of us will ever undertake. On National
Children’s Day, let us recommit ourselves—as loving parents and caring
citizens—to ensure that all of America’s children grow up in truly nur-
turing environments where their needs are met and where they have every
opportunity to make the most of their lives.
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