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must then be reestablished by the indi-
vidual as provided in this part.

(7) Inactive enrollment status is not
available to an individual who is the
subject of a discipline matter in the Of-
fice of Director of Practice.

(l) Inactive retirement status. An indi-
vidual who no longer practices before
the Internal Revenue Service may re-
quest being placed in an inactive status
at any time and such individual will be
placed in an inactive retirement sta-
tus. The individual will be ineligible to
practice before the Internal Revenue
Service. Such individual must file a
timely application for renewal of en-
rollment at each applicable renewal or
enrollment as provided in this part. An
individual who is placed in an inactive
retirement status may be reinstated to
an active enrollment status upon filing
an application for renewal of enroll-
ment and providing evidence of the
completion of the required continuing
professional education hours for the
enrollment cycle. Inactive retirement
status is not available to an individual
who is the subject to a discipline mat-
ter in the Office of Director of Prac-
tice.

(m) Renewal while under suspension or
disbarment. An individual who is ineli-
gible to practice before the Internal
Revenue Service by virtue of discipli-
nary action is required to meet the re-
quirements for renewal of enrollment
during the period of ineligibility.

(n) Verification. The Director of Prac-
tice may review the continuing edu-
cation records of an enrolled individual
and/or qualified sponsor in a manner
deemed appropriate to determine com-
pliance with the requirements and
standards for renewal of enrollment as
provided in this part.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1545–0946)

[51 FR 2878, Jan. 22, 1986]

§ 10.7 Representing oneself; partici-
pating in rulemaking; limited prac-
tice; special appearances; and re-
turn preparation.

(a) Representing oneself. Individuals
may appear on their own behalf before
the Internal Revenue Service provided
they present satisfactory identifica-
tion.

(b) Participating in rulemaking. Indi-
viduals may participate in rulemaking
as provided by the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act. See 5 U.S.C. 553.

(c) Limited practice—(1) In general.
Subject to the limitations in paragraph
(c)(2) of this section, an individual who
is not a practitioner may represent a
taxpayer before the Internal Revenue
Service in the circumstances described
in this paragraph (c)(1), even if the tax-
payer is not present, provided the indi-
vidual presents satisfactory identifica-
tion and proof of his or her authority
to represent the taxpayer. The cir-
cumstances described in this paragraph
(c)(1) are as follows:

(i) An individual may represent a
member of his or her immediate fam-
ily.

(ii) A regular full-time employee of
an individual employer may represent
the employer.

(iii) A general partner or a regular
full-time employee of a partnership
may represent the partnership.

(iv) A bona fide officer or a regular
full-time employee of a corporation
(including a parent, subsidiary, or
other affiliated corporation), associa-
tion, or organized group may represent
the corporation, association, or orga-
nized group.

(v) A trustee, receiver, guardian, per-
sonal representative, administrator,
executor, or regular full-time employee
of a trust, receivership, guardianship,
or estate may represent the trust, re-
ceivership, guardianship, or estate.

(vi) An officer or a regular employee
of a governmental unit, agency, or au-
thority may represent the govern-
mental unit, agency, or authority in
the course of his or her official duties.

(vii) An individual may represent any
individual or entity before personnel of
the Internal Revenue Service who are
outside of the United States.

(viii) An individual who prepares and
signs a taxpayer’s return as the pre-
parer, or who prepares a return but is
not required (by the instructions to the
return or regulations) to sign the re-
turn, may represent the taxpayer be-
fore officers and employees of the Ex-
amination Division of the Internal
Revenue Service with respect to the
tax liability of the taxpayer for the
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taxable year or period covered by that
return.

(2) Limitations. (i) An individual who
is under suspension or disbarment from
practice before the Internal Revenue
Service may not engage in limited
practice before the Service under
§ 10.7(c)(1).

(ii) The Director, after notice and op-
portunity for a conference, may deny
eligibility to engage in limited practice
before the Internal Revenue Service
under § 10.7(c)(1) to any individual who
has engaged in conduct that would jus-
tify suspending or disbarring a practi-
tioner from practice before the Service.

(iii) An individual who represents a
taxpayer under the authority of
§ 10.7(c)(1)(viii) is subject to such rules
of general applicability regarding
standards of conduct, the extent of his
or her authority, and other matters as
the Director prescribes.

(d) Special appearances. The Director,
subject to such conditions as he or she
deems appropriate, may authorize an
individual who is not otherwise eligible
to practice before the Service to rep-
resent another person in a particular
matter.

(e) Preparing tax returns and fur-
nishing information. An individual may
prepare a tax return, appear as a wit-
ness for the taxpayer before the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, or furnish infor-
mation at the request of the Service or
any of its officers or employees.

[59 FR 31526, June 20, 1994]

§ 10.8 Customhouse brokers.

Nothing contained in the regulations
in this part shall be deemed to affect or
limit the right of a customhouse
broker, licensed as such by the Com-
missioner of Customs in accordance
with the regulations prescribed there-
for, in any customs district in which he
is so licensed, at the office of the Dis-
trict Director of Internal Revenue or
before the National Office of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, to act as a rep-
resentative in respect to any matters
relating specifically to the importation
or exportation of merchandise under
the customs or internal revenue laws,
for any person for whom he has acted
as a customhouse broker.

Subpart B—Duties and Restrictions
Relating to Practice Before
the Internal Revenue Service

§ 10.20 Information to be furnished.
(a) To the Internal Revenue Service. No

attorney, certified public accountant,
enrolled agent, or enrolled actuary
shall neglect or refuse promptly to sub-
mit records or information in any mat-
ter before the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, upon proper and lawful request by
a duly authorized officer or employee
of the Internal Revenue Service, or
shall interfere, or attempt to interfere,
with any proper and lawful effort by
the Internal Revenue Service or its of-
ficers or employees to obtain any such
record or information, unless he be-
lieves in good faith and on reasonable
grounds that such record or informa-
tion is privileged or that the request
for, or effort to obtain, such record or
information is of doubtful legality.

(b) To the Director of Practice. It shall
be the duty of an attorney or certified
public accountant, who practices be-
fore the Internal Revenue Service, or
enrolled agent, when requested by the
Director of Practice, to provide the Di-
rector with any information he may
have concerning violation of the regu-
lations in this part by any person, and
to testify thereto in any proceeding in-
stituted under this part for the disbar-
ment or suspension of an attorney, cer-
tified public accountant, enrolled
agent, or enrolled actuary, unless he
believes in good faith and on reason-
able grounds that such information is
privileged or that the request therefor
is of doubtful legality.

[31 FR 10773, Aug. 13, 1966, as amended at 57
FR 41095, Sept. 9, 1992]

§ 10.21 Knowledge of client’s omission.
Each attorney, certified public ac-

countant, enrolled agent, or enrolled
actuary who, having been retained by a
client with respect to a matter admin-
istered by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, knows that the client has not com-
plied with the revenue laws of the
United States or has made an error in
or omission from any return, docu-
ment, affidavit, or other paper which
the client is required by the revenue
laws of the United States to execute,
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