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§351.0 Offering of bonds.

The Secretary of the Treasury offers
for sale to the people of the United
States, United States Savings Bonds of
Series EE, hereinafter referred to as Se-
ries EE bonds or bonds. This offer, effec-
tive May 1, 1997, will continue until
terminated by the Secretary of the
Treasury.

[55 FR 567, Jan. 5, 1990, as amended at 58 FR
60938, Nov. 18, 1993; 60 FR 15431, Mar. 23, 1995;
62 FR 24281, May 2, 1997]

§351.1 Governing regulations.

Series EE bonds are subject to the
regulations of the Department of the
Treasury, now or hereafter prescribed,
governing United States Savings Bonds
of Series EE and HH, contained in De-
partment of the Treasury Circular,
Public Debt Series No. 3-80 (part 353 of
this chapter). Treasury expressly dis-
claims the effect of, and does not war-
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ranty the correctness of, any represen-
tations or warranties regarding Series
EE bonds, wherever made, that in any
way conflict with the terms and condi-
tions of Series EE bonds, as set out in
these and other regulations and other
applicable law. The regulations in part
370 of this chapter apply to trans-
actions for the purchase of United
States Savings Bonds issued through
the Bureau of the Public Debt. The reg-
ulations in part 370 do not apply to
transactions for the purchase of bonds
accomplished through issuing agents
generally, unless and to the extent oth-
erwise directed by the Commissioner of
the Bureau of the Public Debt.

[63 FR 64551, Nov. 20, 1998]

§351.2 Description of bonds.

(a) General. Series EE bonds are
issued only in registered form and are
nontransferable.

(b) Denominations and prices. Series
EE bonds are issued on a discount
basis. The denominations and purchase
prices are as follows:

Denomination

5,000.00

1As of October 1, 1990, $50 & $75 denominations
were no longer available through payroll savings
plans or through employee thrift, savings, vacation
or similar plans.

(c) Term—original maturity periods for
bonds issued prior to May 1, 1995. The
issue date of a Series EE bond is the
first day of the month in which pay-
ment of the issue price is received by
an authorized issuing agent. Series EE
bonds issued prior to May 1, 1995, have
“original’”” maturity periods, also re-
ferred to as ‘“‘initial”” maturity periods,
as follows:

Issue dates—1st day of:

Original maturity dates—1st day of: Original terms

Jan. 1980-Oct. 1980
Nov. 1980-Apr. 1981 .
May. 1981-Oct. 1982
Nov. 1982—-Oct. 1986 .
Nov. 1986-Feb. 1993
Mar. 1993-Apr. 1995

Jan. 1991-Oct. 1991
Nov. 1989-Apr. 1990 ..
May 1989-Oct. 1990 ..
Nov. 1992—-Oct. 1996 ..
Nov. 1998—Feb. 2005 .
Mar. 2011-Apr. 2013

11 years.
9 years.
8 years.

10 years.

12 years.

18 years.
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(d) Redemption. A Series EE bond may
be redeemed after 6 months from its
issue date. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury may not call Series EE bonds for
redemption prior to final maturity.

(e) Investment yield (interest) during
original maturity periods—bonds bearing
issue dates of November 1, 1982 through
April 1, 1995. The investment yield of a
Series EE bond bearing issue dates of
November 1, 1982, through April 1, 1995,
from its issue date to each interest ac-
crual date occurring less than 5 years
after issue, will be as shown in Tables
1, 2, and 3 in the appendix to this part.

(1) Guaranteed minimum investment
yield. The guaranteed minimum invest-
ment yield of a bond from its issue date
to each semiannual interest accrual
date occurring on or after 5 years from
issue up to original maturity will be 7.5
percent per annum, compounded semi-
annually, for a bond bearing an issue
date of November 1, 1982, through Octo-
ber 1, 1986, and 6 percent per annum,
compounded semiannually, for a bond
bearing an issue date of November 1,
1986, through February 1, 1993; and, 4
percent per annum, compounded semi-
annually, for a bond bearing an issue
date of March 1, 1993, through April 1,
1995. Interest that accrues on a Series
EE bond becomes part of its redemp-
tion value and is paid, as set out in
§351.2 (h).

(2) Market-based variable investment
yield. If a Series EE bond is not sooner
redeemed, its yield 5 years after its
issue date and on each successive semi-
annual interest accrual date will be de-
termined as follows:

(i) For each 6-month period, starting
with the period beginning on May 1,
1982, the average market yield on out-
standing marketable Treasury securi-
ties with a remaining term to maturity
of approximately 5 years during such
period will be determined.

(ii) For bonds bearing issue dates of
November 1, 1982, through April 1, 1989,
the market-based variable investment
yield from the issue date of a bond to
its semiannual interest accrual date 5
years thereafter will be 85 percent,
rounded to the nearest one-fourth of 1
percent, of the arithmetic average of
the market yield averages for the ten
6-month periods starting with the 6-
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month period that most recently ended
before such issue date.

(iii) For bonds bearing issue dates of
May 1, 1989 through April 1, 1995, the
market-based variable investment
yield from the issue date to the semi-
annual interest accrual date 5 years
thereafter will be 85 percent, rounded
to the nearest one-hundredth of 1 per-
cent, of the arithmetic average of the
market yield averages for the ten 6-
month periods starting with the 6-
month period that most recently ended
before such issue date.

(iv) In determining the market-based
variable investment yield for a bond
from its issue date to each successive
semiannual interest accrual date oc-
curring after 5 years from issue up to
original maturity, the average market
yield for each additional 6-month pe-
riod will be included in the computa-
tion.

(v) The determination by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, or his delegate,
of the average market yields shall be
final and conclusive.

Example. For bonds bearing issue dates of
November 1, 1982, through April 1, 1983, the
market-based variable investment yield from
issue date to 5 years will be determined from
the ten 6-month market yield averages for
the period from May 1, 1982, through April 30,
1987. The market-based variable investment
yield from issue to 5% years will be deter-
mined for the period from May 1, 1982,
through October 31, 1987. For bonds bearing
issue dates of May 1, 1983, to October 1, 1983,
the 5 year market-based variable investment
yield will be determined for the period from
November 1, 1982, through October 31, 1987,
and the 5% year market-based variable in-
vestment yield will be determined from No-
vember 1, 1982, through April 30, 1988. In each
case where a bond is held for 5 years or
longer during its original maturity period,
its redemption value on the appropriate in-
terest accrual date will be determined from
such yield, unless the guaranteed minimum
yield, compounded semiannually, as speci-
fied in §351.2(e)(1), from issue to that accrual
date results in a higher redemption value.

(f) Investment yields (interest) during
original maturity periods—bonds issued
prior to November 1, 1982. For bonds
bearing issue dates of January 1, 1980,
through October 1, 1982, the investment
yields shall be as follows:

(1) Guaranteed minimum investment
yield. The guaranteed minimum invest-
ment yields on bonds bearing issue
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dates prior to November 1, 1982, are
made available, on request, by the Bu-
reau of the Public Debt, Parkersburg,
West Virginia 26106-1328.

(2) Market-based variable investment
yield. If a bond is held for a period of 5
years after its first semiannual inter-
est accrual period, occurring on or
after November 1, 1982, its yield for
such period, and to each successive
semiannual interest accrual date up to
its original maturity, shall be either
the guaranteed minimum investment
yield specified above in paragraph (f)(1)
of this section or the market-based
variable investment yield computed as
provided in paragraph (e)(2) of this sec-
tion, whichever produces the greater
value, using the appropriate number of
6-month periods. The first such period
began on May 1, 1982.

(g9) Extended maturity periods for bonds
bearing issue dates prior to May 1, 1995—

§351.2

(1) General. The terms extended maturity
period, second extended maturity period,
and extended maturity, as used herein,
refer to periods after the original ma-
turity dates of the bonds during which
owners may retain them at interest.
No special action is required of owners
desiring to take advantage of any ex-
tensions herein granted.

(2) Extensions granted for bonds bear-
ing issue dates prior to May 1, 1995. As
described in the charts below, owners
of Series EE bonds may retain their
bonds for an extended maturity period
of 10 years. Owners of Series EE bonds
also may retain their bonds for a sec-
ond extended maturity period having a
period such that, if outstanding, inter-
est shall accrue for a term totaling 30
years from the issue date. Each Series
EE bond will reach its final maturity
and cease to accrue interest 30 years
after its issue date.

Issues dates—1st day of: Original terms

Original maturity dates-day Final maturity dates—
of:

1st day of:

Jan. 1980-Oct. 1980
Nov. 1980-Apr. 1981 .
May 1981-Oct. 1982 ..
Nov. 1982-Oct. 1986 .
Nov. 1986-Feb. 1993 .
Mar. 1993-Apr. 1995

11 years ...
9 years ..
8 years ..
10 years
12 years
18 years ....

Jan. 1991-Oct. 1991 ..
Nov. 1989-Apr. 1990 .
May 1989-Oct. 1990 ..
Nov. 1992—Oct. 1996 .
Nov. 1998-Feb. 2005 .
Mar. 2011-Apr. 2013

Jan. 2010-Oct. 2010.
Nov. 2010-Apr. 2011.
May 2011-Oct. 2012.
Nov. 2012—-Oct. 2016.
Nov. 2016-Feb. 2023.
Mar. 2023-Apr. 2025

Issues dates—1st day of: 1st extended maturity
dates—

1st day of:*

Years to final maturity Final maturity dates—

1st day of:

Jan. 1980-Oct. 1980 ..
Nov. 1980-Apr. 1981 .
May 1981-Oct. 1982 ..
Nov. 1982-Oct. 1986 .
Nov. 1986-Feb. 1993 .
Mar. 1993-Apr. 1995

Jan. 2001-Oct. 2001 ...
Nov. 1999-Apr. 2000 ..
May 1999-Oct. 2000 ...
Nov. 2002-Oct. 2006 ..
Nov. 2008-Feb. 2015 ..
Mar. 2021-Apr. 2023

9 years Jan. 2010-Oct. 2010.
11 years .. Nov. 2010-Apr. 2011.
12 years .. May 2011-Oct. 2012.
10 years .. Nov. 2012—-Oct. 2016.
8 years Nov. 2016-Feb. 2023.
2 years .... Mar. 2023-Apr. 2025

* At 10 years after original maturity.

(3) Determination of redemption values
during any extended maturity period for
bonds bearing issue dates prior to May 1,
1995. The redemption value of a bond on
a given interest accrual date during an
extended maturity period or periods
will be the higher of the value produced
using the applicable guaranteed min-
imum investment yield or the value
produced using the appropriate mar-
ket-based variable investment yield.
The calculation of these yields and the
resulting redemption values are de-
scribed below:

(i) Guaranteed minimum investment
yield and resulting values during an ex-

tended maturity period. A bond may be
subject to one guaranteed minimum in-
vestment yield during its original ma-
turity period and to another such yield
during each of its extended maturity
periods. Bonds that entered an ex-
tended maturity period from May 1,
1989, through February 1, 1993, have a
guaranteed minimum investment yield
of 6 percent per annum, compounded
semiannually, during that extended
maturity period. Bonds that entered or
enter an extended maturity period on
or after March 1, 1993, have a guaran-
teed minimum investment yield of 4
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percent per annum, compounded semi-
annually, during that extended matu-
rity period, or the guaranteed min-
imum investment yield in effect at the
beginning of that period. In order to
determine values for a bond during its
first extended maturity period, the
value of the bond at the end of its
original maturity period is determined
using the guaranteed minimum invest-
ment yield applicable to that period.
This value is then used as the base
upon which interest accrues during the
first extended maturity period at the
applicable guaranteed minimum in-
vestment yield for that period. The
value thus attained at first extended
maturity (10 years after original matu-
rity) is then used as the base upon
which interest accrues during the sec-
ond extended maturity period at the
applicable guaranteed minimum in-
vestment yield for that period. The re-
sulting semiannual values are then
compared with the corresponding val-
ues determined using the applicable
market-based variable investment
yields.

(ii) Market-based variable investment
yield and resulting values during an ex-
tended maturity period. For a bond be-
ginning an extended maturity period,
the market-based variable investment
yield from its first semiannual interest
accrual date occurring on or after No-
vember 1, 1982, or its issue date, which-
ever is later, to each semiannual inter-
est accrual date occurring on or after
November 1, 1989, will be 85 percent,
rounded to the nearest one-hundredth
of one percent, of the arithmetic aver-
age of the market yield averages for
the appropriate number of 6-month pe-
riods involved, beginning with the pe-
riod from May |, 1982, or the 6-month
period that most recently ended before
the issue date, whichever period occurs
later. The value of a bond on its first
semiannual interest accrual date oc-
curring on or after November I, 1982, or
its issue date, whichever is later, is
used as the base upon which interest
accrues during the extended maturity
period at the applicable market-based
variable investment yield. As described
above, the bond will receive the higher
of the two values produced using the
applicable market-based variable in-
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vestment yield and guaranteed min-
imum investment yield.

(h) Accrual and payment of interest for
bonds issued prior to May 1, 1995. Inter-
est accrues on a Series EE bond and be-
comes a part of the redemption value
which is paid when the bond is cashed.
For bonds with issue dates from Janu-
ary 1, 1980, through October 1, 1980, the
redemption value increases on the first
day of each month from the third
through the thirtieth month after
issue, and thereafter on the first day of
each successive 6-month period. For
bonds with issue dates from November
1, 1980, through October 1, 1986, the re-
demption value increases on the first
day of each month from the third
through the eighteenth month after
issue, and thereafter on the first day of
each successive 6-month period. For
bonds with issue dates from November
1, 1986, through February 1, 1993, the re-
demption values increase on the first
day of each month from the third
through the thirtieth month after
issue, and thereafter on the first day of
each successive 6-month period. For
bonds with issue dates of March 1, 1993
through April 1, 1995, the redemption
values increase on the first day of each
month from the third through the six-
tieth month after issue, and thereafter
either on the first day of each month
or on the first day of each successive 6-
month period, whichever accrual sched-
ule ensures that the actual yield from
issue date to redemption date is in no
case less than 4 percent per annum,
compounded semiannually. The inter-
est on an outstanding bond ceases to
accrue 30 years after its issue date.

(i) Tables of redemption values for
bonds issued prior to May 1, 1995. For
bonds with issue dates of November 1,
1982 through April 1, 1995, Tables 1, 2,
and 3, in the appendix to this part,
show the established redemption values
and investment yields for the first 4%
years after issue and redemption values
produced by guaranteed minimum in-
vestment yields from 5 years after
issue to original maturity. For bonds
issued prior to November 1, 1982, tables
showing the established redemption
values and investment yields for inter-
est accrual dates occurring less than 5
years from the first semiannual inter-
est accrual period starting on or after
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November 1, 1982, and the guaranteed
minimum investment yields and re-
sulting redemption values for interest
accrual dates occurring thereafter to
original maturity, are made available
by the Bureau of the Public Debt, Par-
kersburg, West Virginia 26106-1328. The
market-based variable investment
yields for bonds redeemed during each
6-month period, beginning on May 1
and November 1 of each year, are made
available prior to each of those dates
by the Bureau of the Public Debt, ac-
companied by tables of the redemption
values of bonds for the following 6
months, as determined by applicable
market-based variable investment
yields or guaranteed minimum invest-
ment yields.

(J) Market-based interest rate and re-
demption values—bonds bearing issue
dates of May 1, 1995, through April 1,
1997. (1) The following definitions apply
for determining the interest rates and
redemption values for bonds bearing
issue dates of May 1, 1995, through
April 1, 1997:

(i) Market yields. Treasury uses mar-
ket bid yields for bills, notes, and
bonds to create a yield curve based on
the most actively traded Treasury se-
curities. This curve relates the yield on
a security to its time to maturity.
Yields at particular points on the curve
are referred to as ‘‘constant maturity
yields”” and are determined by the
Treasury from this daily yield curve.
The 6-month and 5-year Treasury secu-
rities rates described below are derived
from these yield curves.

(ii) Short-term savings bond rate. No
less frequently than on each May 1 and
November 1, Treasury announces a
short-term savings bond rate. To deter-
mine this rate, Treasury compiles 6-
month Treasury securities rates as of
the close of business for each day of the
previous three months and calculates
the monthly average for each month,
rounding each monthly average to the
nearest one-hundredth of one percent.
The short-term savings bond rate is
then determined by taking 85 percent
of the three-month average and round-
ing the result to the nearest one-hun-
dredth of one percent. If the regularly
scheduled date for the announcement
(for example, May 1) is a day when the
Treasury is not open for business, then

§351.2

the announcement is made on the next
business day and is effective as of the
first day of that month. For bonds en-
titled to interest accruals at the short-
term savings bond rate, that rate ap-
plies to the bond’s first full semiannual
interest accrual period following each
announcement of the rate.

(iii) Long-term savings bond rate. No
less frequently than on each May 1 and
November 1, Treasury announces a
long-term savings bond rate. To deter-
mine this rate, Treasury compiles 5-
year Treasury securities rates as of the
close of business for each day of the
previous six months and calculates the
monthly average for each month,
rounding each monthly average to the
nearest one-hundredth of one percent.
The long-term savings bond rate is
then determined by taking 85 percent
of the 6-month average and rounding
the result to the nearest one-hundredth
of one percent. If the regularly sched-
uled date for the announcement (for ex-
ample, May 1) is a day when the Treas-
ury is not open for business, then the
announcement is made on the next
business day and is effective as of the
first day of that month. For bonds en-
titled to interest accruals at the long-
term savings bond rate, that rate ap-
plies to the bond’s first full semiannual
interest accrual period following each
announcement of the rate.

(iv) Base denomination. All redemp-
tion value calculations are performed
on a hypothetical denomination of $25
having a value at the beginning of the
first earning period equal to an issue
price of $12.50. Redemption values for
bonds of greater denominations are in
direct proportion according to the
ratio of denominations. For example, if
the value of a hypothetical $25 denomi-
nation is $26.80—i.e., $12.50 issue price
plus $14.30 accrued interest—on the
same redemption date, the value of a
$50 bond bearing the same issue date is
$26.80 x (50 + 25) or $53.60.

(v) Issue date. The issue date of a Se-
ries EE bond is the first day of the
month in which payment of the issue
price is received by an authorized
issuing agent.

(vi) Semiannual earning periods and
accrual dates. Bonds bearing issue dates
of May 1, 1995, through April 1, 1997,
earn interest during each successive six
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month period from date of issue to
final maturity. Interest accrues, imme-
diately following each earning period,
on each semiannual anniversary of the
date of issue, including the date of
final maturity.

(vii) Original maturity. Bonds reach
original maturity at 17 years after date
of issue.

(viii) Final maturity. Bonds reach
final maturity at 30 years after date of
issue. A bond ceases to earn interest at
final maturity.

(2) Interest rates and redemption values
for bonds held 5 years or less. The inter-
est rate for a Series EE bond bearing
an issue date of May 1, 1995, through
April 1, 1997, for semiannual earning
periods during the first 5 years from
date of issue, is the short-term savings
bond rate determined as defined in
paragraph (j)(1)(ii) of this section. Re-
demption values for semiannual ac-
crual dates occurring on or before 5
years from date of issue are calculated
in accordance with paragraph (j)(5) of
this section.

(3) Interest rates and redemption values
for bonds held 5 years and 6 months and
longer. The interest rate for a Series
EE bond bearing an issue date of May
1, 1995, through April 1, 1997, for semi-
annual earning periods beginning 5
years from date of issue through origi-
nal maturity, is the long-term savings
bond rate determined as defined in
paragraph (j)(1)(iii) of this section. Re-
demption values for semiannual ac-
crual dates occurring after 5 years
from date of issue, through original
maturity, are calculated in accordance
with paragraph (j)(5) of this section, ex-
cept that the redemption value at the
date of original maturity, as provided
in paragraph (j)(1)(vii) of this section,
shall not be less than the denomination
(face amount or face value).

(4) Interest rates and redemption values
for bonds during an extended maturity pe-
riod. From 17 years after date of issue
to the final maturity date (the “‘ex-
tended maturity period’’) the bond will
be subject to the terms and conditions
in effect when it is issued, and will con-
tinue to earn interest as described in
paragraph (j)(3) of this section, unless
the terms and conditions applicable to
an extended maturity period are ex-
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pressly amended prior to the beginning
of such period.

(5) Redemption value calculations. In-
terest on a bond accrues and becomes
part of the redemption value which is
paid when the bond is cashed. The re-
demption value of a bond on the ac-
crual date immediately following each
semiannual earning period is deter-
mined as follows:

(i) The applicable long-term or short-
term savings bond rate for the semi-
annual earning period is converted to
decimal form by dividing by 100, and is
adjusted to a semiannual rate by divid-
ing by 2.

(ii) Using redemption values for the
base denomination, as defined in para-
graph (J)(1)(iv) of this section, this rate
is then multiplied by the redemption
value of the bond at the beginning of
the semiannual earning period.

(iii) The resulting interest amount,
rounded to the nearest cent, is added to
the redemption value of the bond at
the beginning of the earning period to
produce the redemption value at the
next semiannual accrual date. The re-
demption value of a bond remains con-
stant between accrual dates.

(6) The Secretary’s determination. The
determination by the Secretary of the
Treasury, or his delegate, of the mar-
ket yields, and the long-term and
short-term savings bond rates, shall be
final and conclusive.

(7) Tables of redemption values. Tables
of redemption value are made available
by the Bureau of the Public Debt, Par-
kersburg, West Virginia 26106-1328,
prior to the periods during which the
redemption values are payable.

(k) Interest rate and redemption val-
ues—bonds bearing issue dates of May 1,
1997, or thereafter.

(1) The following definitions apply
for determining the interest rates and
redemption values for bonds bearing
issue dates of May 1, 1997, or there-
after:

(i) Market yields. Treasury uses mar-
ket bid yields for bills, notes, and
bonds to create a yield curve based on
the most actively traded Treasury se-
curities. This curve relates the yield on
a security to its time to maturity.
Yields at particular points on the curve
are referred to as ‘‘constant maturity
yields’ and are determined by the
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Treasury from this daily yield curve.
The 5-year Treasury securities yields
described below are derived from these
yield curves.

(ii) Savings bonds rate. No less fre-
quently than on each May 1 and No-
vember 1, Treasury announces a vari-
able market-based savings bonds rate.
To determine this rate, Treasury com-
piles 5-year Treasury securities yields
as of the close of business for each day
of the previous six months and cal-
culates the monthly average to the
nearest one-hundredth of one percent.
The savings bonds rate is then deter-
mined by taking 90 percent of the 6-
month average and rounding the result
to the nearest one-hundredth of one
percent. If the regularly scheduled date
for the announcement (for example,
May 1) is a day when the Treasury is
not open for business, then the an-
nouncement is made on the next busi-
ness day, however, the effective date of
the rate remains the first day of the
month of the announcement.

(iii) Base denomination. All redemp-
tion value calculations are performed
on a hypothetical denomination of $25
having a value at the beginning of the
first semiannual rate period equal to
an issue price of $12.50. Redemption
values for bonds of greater denomina-
tions are in direct proportion according
to the ratio of denominations.

(iv) Issue date. The issue date of a Se-
ries EE savings bond is the first day of
the month in which payment of the
issue price is received by an authorized
issuing agent.

(v) Accrual date. Interest on a Series
EE savings bond accrues on the first
day of each month beginning with the

§351.2

fourth month from the date of issue.
The redemption value of a bond does
not change between these accrual
dates.

(vi) Semiannual Rate Periods. Semi-
annual rate periods are the 6-month pe-
riods beginning on the date of issue and
on each semiannual anniversary of the
date of issue to original maturity.

(vii) Original maturity. Bonds reach
original maturity at 17 years after date
of issue.

(viii) Final maturity. Bonds reach
final maturity at 30 years after the
date of issue. Bonds cease to earn in-
terest at final maturity.

(2) Interest rates and monthly accruals
for bonds with issue dates of May 1, 1997,
or thereafter, through original maturity.
Savings bonds rates defined in para-
graph (k)(1)(ii) of this section apply to
earnings during the first semiannual
rate period beginning on or after the
effective date of the rate. Interest is
credited on the first day of each month
and compounded semiannually. Inter-
est accrues beginning with the fourth
month from the date of issue. For exam-
ple, a bond issued in January has inter-
est first credited on May 1, which rep-
resents one month of interest because
of the 3-month interest penalty. The
following table shows, for any given
month of issue with rates announced
each May and November, the months
making up the semiannual rate period
during which interest is earned at the
announced rate (disregarding the pen-
alty for bonds redeemed prior to 5
years after the date of issue) and the
months in which the bonds increase in
value. This rate is an annual rate com-
pounded semiannually.
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(3) Interest penalty for Series EE bonds
with issue dates of May 1, 1997, or there-
after, redeemed less than 5 years following
the issue dates. If a Series EE savings
bond with an issue date of May 1, 1997,
or thereafter, is redeemed less than
five years following the date of issue,
the overall earning period from the
date of issue will be reduced by three
months. For example, if a bond issued
January 1, 1998, is redeemed 9 months
later on October 1, 1998, the redemption
value will be determined by applying
the redemption value calculation for-
mula described in paragraph (k)(4) of
this section and the savings bonds rate
for that bond at 6 months after the
date of issue on July 1, 1998. The re-
demption value of a bond subject to the
3-month interest penalty shall not be
reduced below the issue price. This pen-
alty does not apply to bonds redeemed
5 years or more after the date of issue.

(4) Redemption value calculations.

(i) Interest on a bond accrues and be-
comes part of the redemption value
which is paid when the bond is surren-
dered for payment. The redemption
value of a bond at original maturity
shall not be less than the face amount/
denomination of the bond.

(ii)(A) The redemption value of a
bond for the accrual date (the first day
of each month beginning with the
fourth month from the date of issue) is
determined in accordance with this
section and the following formula:

FV = PV x {[1+(i + 2)](m®} where

FV (future value) = redemption value
on redemption date rounded to the
nearest cent.

PV (present value) = redemption value

at the beginning of the semiannual

rate period as defined in paragraph

(K)(I)(vi) of this section.

savings bonds rate as defined in

paragraph (k)(1)(ii) of this section

converted to decimal form by divid-

ing by 100.

m = number of full calendar months
outstanding during the semiannual
rate period.

(B) The following hypothetical exam-
ple illustrates how this formula is ap-
plied:

Example, assume a hypothetical savings
bonds rate of 5.00% effective May 1, 2002, for
a bond denominated at $25, with an issue
date of September 1, 1997 and a redemption

§351.2

value of $16.00 as of September 1, 2002. The
February 1, 2003, redemption value is cal-
culated as follows: Bonds issue dated in Sep-
tember have semiannual rate periods begin-
ning each March 1 and September 1. The first
semiannual rate period to begin on or after
the effective date of the May 1, 2002, rate
would be the period beginning September 1,
2002. PV, the present value, would be the
value of the bond at the beginning of the
semiannual rate period, on September 1, 2002.
The savings bonds rate of 5.00% converted to
a decimal would be 0.05. The number of
months, m, is 5 since 5 full calendar months
(September through January) have lapsed
since the beginning of the rate period. FV is
then the result of the formula:

FV = $16.00 x{ [1 + (0.05 + 2)]&6)} = $16.33 after

rounding to the nearest cent.

Using the example, the FV of a savings
bond with a $50 or larger denomination can
be determined by applying the appropriate
multiple, for example: $16.33 x ($50.00 + $25.00)
for a bond with a $50.00 face amount; or $16.33
x ($100.00 + $25.00) for a bond with a $100.00
face amount.

(5) Interest rates and redemption values
for bonds during an extended maturity pe-
riod. From 17 years after date of issue
to the final maturity date (the ‘‘ex-
tended maturity period’’) the bond will
be subject to the terms and conditions
in effect when it is issued and will con-
tinue to earn interest as described in
paragraph (k)(2) of this section, unless
the terms and conditions applicable to
an extended maturity period are ex-
pressly amended prior to the beginning
of such period.

(6) The Secretary’s determination. The
determination by the Secretary of the
Treasury, or his delegate, of market
yields, savings bonds rates, rates appli-
cable during any extended maturity pe-
riod, and savings bond redemption val-
ues shall be final and conclusive.

(7) Tables of redemption values. Tables
of redemption values are made avail-
able by the Bureau of the Public Debt,
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26106-1328.
Redemption values published in such
tables reflect the 3-month interest pen-
alty applied to bonds redeemed prior to
5 years from the date of issue.

[55 FR 567, Jan. 5, 1990, as amended at 57 FR
14285, Apr. 17, 1992; 58 FR 60938, 60939, Nov. 18,
1993; 60 FR 15431, 15432, Mar. 23, 1995; 62 FR
24281, May 2, 1997]
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§351.3 Registration and issue.

(a) Registration. Bonds may be reg-
istered as set forth in subpart B of 31
CFR part 353, also published as Depart-
ment of the Treasury Circular, Public
Debt Series No. 3-80.

(b) Validity of issue. A bond is validly
issued when it (1) is registered as pro-
vided in Circular No. 3-80, and (2) bears
an issue date, as well as the validation
indicia of an authorized issuing agent.

(c) Taxpayer identifying number. The
inscription of a bond must include the
taxpayer identifying number of the
owner or first-named coowner. The tax-
payer identifying number of the sec-
ond-named coowner or beneficiary is
not required but its inclusion is desir-
able. If the bond is being purchased as
a gift or award and the owner’s tax-
payer identifying number is not
known, the taxpayer identifying num-
ber of the purchaser must be included
in the inscription on the bond.

(d) Restrictions on chain letters. The
issuance of bonds in the furtherance of
a chain letter or pyramid scheme is
considered to be against the public in-
terest and is prohibited. An issuing
agent is authorized to refuse to issue a
bond if there is reason to believe that
a purchase is in connection with a
chain letter and the agent’s decision is
final.

[55 FR 567, Jan. 5, 1990, as amended at 57 FR
14285, Apr. 17, 1992]

§351.4 Limitation on purchases.

The amount of Series EE bonds
which may be purchased in the name of
any one person, in any one calendar
year, is limited to $30,000 (face
amount). Subpart C of Circular No. 3-80
(31 CFR part 353) contains the rules
governing the computation of amounts
and the special limitation for employee
plans.

§351.5 Purchase of bonds.

(a) Payroll sales—(1) Payroll savings
plans. Bonds in $100 and higher denomi-
nations may be purchased through de-
ductions from the pay of employees of
organizations that maintain payroll
savings plans. The bonds must be
issued by an authorized issuing agent.

(2) Employee thrift, savings, vacation,
and similar plans. Bonds registered in

31 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-99 Edition)

the names of trustees of employee
plans may be purchased in book-entry
form in $100 multiples through a des-
ignated Federal Reserve Bank after Bu-
reau of the Public Debt approval of the
plan as eligible for the special limita-
tion under §353.13 of this chapter, also
published as §353.13 of Department of
the Treasury Circular, Public Debt Se-
ries No. 3-80.

(b) Over-the-counter sales—(1) Eligible
issuing agents. Bonds may be purchased
through any issuing agent, except that
an organization serving as an issuing
agent because of its status as an em-
ployer or an organization operating an
employer’s payroll savings plan under
§317.2(c) of this chapter may sell bonds
only through payroll savings plans.

(2) Manner of sale. An application for
the purchase of a bond must be accom-
panied by a remittance to cover the
issue price. The purchase application
and remittance may be submitted to an
issuing agent by any means acceptable
to the issuing agent. An application
may authorize purchases on a recur-
ring basis. The issuing agent bears the
burden of collection and the risk of loss
for non-collection or return of the re-
mittance.

[63 FR 64551, Nov. 20, 1998]

§351.6 Delivery of bonds.

Issuing agents are authorized to ar-
range for the delivery of Series EE
bonds. Mail deliveries are made at the
risk and expense of the United States
to the address given by the purchaser,
if it is within the United States, its
territories or possessions, or the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. No mail de-
liveries elsewhere will be made, except
to residents of Mexico and Canada, who
participate in payroll saving plans, and
to residents of what was formerly the
Panama Canal Zone. Bonds purchased
by a citizen of the United States resid-
ing abroad will be delivered only to
such address in the United States as
the purchaser directs.

§351.7 Payment or redemption.

(@) Incorporated banks, savings and
loan associations and other financial in-
stitutions—(1) Payment in general. A fi-
nancial institution qualified as a pay-
ing agent under the provisions 31 CFR
part 321, also published as Department
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of the Treasury Circular, Public Debt
Series No. 750, will pay the current re-
demption value of a Series EE bond
presented for payment by an individual
whose name is inscribed on the bond as
owner or coowner, provided:

(i) The bond is in order for payment;
and

(ii) The presenter establishes his or
her identity to the satisfaction of the
agent, in accordance with Treasury in-
structions and identification guide-
lines, and signs and completes the re-
quest for payment.

(2) Payment to beneficiary or legal rep-
resentative. A paying agent may (but is
not required to) pay the current re-
demption value of a Series EE bond
upon the request of a beneficiary, if he
or she survives the owner, or a legal
representative designated in the bond
registration by name and capacity, or a
court-appointed legal representative of
the last-deceased registrant’s estate
provided:

(i) The bond is in order for payment;
and

(if) The presenter establishes his or
her identity to the satisfaction of the
agent in accordance with Treasury in-
structions and identification guide-
lines, and otherwise complies with evi-
dentiary requirements.

(b) Federal Reserve Banks and
Branches. A Federal Reserve Bank or
Branch referred to in §351.12 will pay
the current redemption value of a Se-
ries EE bond presented for payment,
provided the bond is in order for pay-
ment and the request for payment on
the bond is properly signed and cer-
tified in accordance with Circular No.
3-80.

[55 FR 567, Jan. 5, 1990, as amended at 57 FR
14285, Apr. 17, 1992; 59 FR 10540, Mar. 4, 1994]

§351.8 Taxation.

(a) General. The increment in value,
represented by the difference between
the issue price of a Series EE bond and
the redemption value received for it, is
interest. This interest is subject to all
taxes imposed under the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1954, as amended. The
bonds are subject to estate, inherit-
ance, gift, or other excise taxes, wheth-
er Federal or State, but are exempt
from all other taxation now or here-
after imposed on the principal or inter-

§351.9

est by any State, any possession of the
United States or any local taxing au-
thority.

(b) Federal income tax on bonds. An
owner of Series EE bonds may use ei-
ther of the following two methods for
reporting the increase in the redemp-
tion value of the bond for Federal in-
come tax purposes:

(1) Cash basis. Defer reporting the in-
crease to the year of maturity, redemp-
tion, or other disposition, whichever is
earlier; or

(2) Accrual basis. Elect to report the
increase each year as it accrues, in
which case the election applies to all
Series EE bonds then owned by the tax-
payer and those subsequently acquired
as well as to any other obligations pur-
chased on a discount basis, such as sav-
ings bonds of Series E.

(3) If the method in paragraph (b)(1)
of this section is used, the taxpayer
may change to the method in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section without ob-
taining permission from the Internal
Revenue Service. However, once the
election to use the method in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section is made, the
taxpayer may not change the method
of reporting unless he or she obtains
permission from the Internal Revenue
Service. For further information, the
District Director of the taxpayer’s dis-
trict, or the Internal Revenue Service,
Washington, DC 20224, should be con-
sulted.

(c) Tax-deferred exchanges. Depart-
ment of the Treasury Circular, Public
Debt Series No. 2-80 (31 CFR part 352),
authorizes the exchange of Series EE
bonds for Series HH bonds, with a con-
tinuation of the tax-deferral privilege.
The rules governing tax-deferred ex-
changes are contained in that circular.

(d) Reissue. A reissue that affects the
rights of any of the persons named on
a Series EE bond may have a tax con-
sequence.

§351.9 Education savings bond pro-
gram.

A bond owner or coowner may be able
to exclude from income for Federal in-
come tax purposes all or part of the in-
terest received on the redemption of
qualified U.S. Savings Bonds during
the year if that owner or coowner paid
qualified higher education expenses
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during the same year and certain other
conditions are satisfied. This exclusion
is known as the Education Savings
Bond Program, and authoritative infor-
mation about it can be found in Inter-
nal Revenue Service Publication 17,
“Your Federal Income Tax’’, and Publi-
cation 550, ‘“‘Investment Income and
Expenses’, available from your Dis-
trict Director of the Internal Revenue
Service.

[62 FR 24283, May 2, 1997]

§351.10 Reservation as to issue of

bonds.

The Commissioner of the Public
Debt, as delegate of the Secretary of
the Treasury, is authorized to reject
any application for Series EE bonds, in
whole or in part, and to refuse to issue
or permit to be issued any bonds in any
case or class of cases, if he deems the
action to be in the public interest, and
his action in any such respect is final.

§351.11 Waiver.

The Commissioner of the Public
Debt, as delegate of the Secretary of

31 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-99 Edition)

the Treasury, may waive or modify any
provision of this Circular in any par-
ticular case or class of cases for the
convenience of the United States or in
order to relieve any person or persons
of unnecessary hardship (a) if such ac-
tion would not be inconsistent with
law or equity, (b) if it does not impair
any existing rights, and (c) if he is sat-
isfied that such action would not sub-
ject the United States to any substan-
tial expense or liability.

§351.12 Fiscal agents.

(a) Federal Reserve Banks and
Branches referred to below, as fiscal
agents of the United States, are au-
thorized to perform such services as
may be requested of them by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, or his or her
delegate, in connection with the issue,
servicing and redemption of Series EE
bonds.

(b)(1) The following Federal Reserve
Offices have been designated to provide
savings bond services:

Servicing office Reserve districts

Geographic area served

served
Federal Reserve Bank, Buffalo | New York, Boston
Branch, P.O. Box 961, Buffalo, NY
14240.

Federal Reserve Bank, Pittsburgh
Branch, P.O. Box 867, Pittsburgh,
PA 15230.

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond,
P.O. Box 27622, Richmond, VA
23261.

Federal Reserve Bank of Min-
neapolis, 250 Marquette Avenue,
Minneapolis, MN 55480.

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas
City, 925 Grand Avenue, Kansas
City, MO 64198.

Cleveland, Phila-
delphia.

Richmond, Atlanta

Minneapolis, Chi-
cago.

Dallas, San Fran-

cisco, Kansas
City, St. Louis.

CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ (northern half), NY (City & State), RI, VT,

Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands.

DE, KY, (eastern half), NJ (southern half), OH, PA, WV (northern

panhandle).

AL, DC, FL, LA (southern half), MD, MS (southern half), NC, SC,

TN (eastern half), VA, WV (except northern panhandle).

IA, IL (northern half), IN (northern half), MN, MT, ND, SD, WI.

AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, IL (southern half), IN (southern half),

KS, KY (western half), LA (northern half), MO, MS (northern half),
NE, NM, NV, OK, OR, TN (western half), TX, WA, WY, UT and
GU.

(2) Until March 1, 1996, other Federal
Reserve Offices may continue to pro-
vide some savings bond services, but
such services will be phased out over
the period prior to that date.

[59 FR 10540, Mar. 4, 1994]

§351.13 Reservation as to terms of
offer.

The Secretary of the Treasury may
at any time or from time to time sup-
plement or amend the terms of this of-
fering of bonds.
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APPENDIX TO PART 351—TABLE 1, EE BONDS BEARING ISSUE DATES FROM NoO-
VEMBER 1, 1982 THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 1986. TABLE 2, EE BONDS BEARING ISSUE
DATES BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, 1986. TABLE 3, EE BONDS BEARING ISSUE
DATES MARCH 1, 1993, THROUGH APRIL 1, 1995
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