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sound theoretical and methodological
tools in conducting professionally rig-
orous studies;

(ii) The recipient conducts work of
sufficient size, scope, and duration to
produce sound guidance for improve-
ment efforts; and

(iii) The recipient’s products are well
tested and based on sound research.

(2) Utility. The recipient documents,
reports, and disseminates its work in
ways to facilitate its effective use in
appropriately targeted settings, par-
ticularly in school improvement efforts
of States and localities.

(3) Outcomes and impact. (i) The re-
cipient assists States and localities to
implement comprehensive school im-
provement strategies through the pro-
vision of research-based information
(including well-tested models and
strategies), materials and assistance;
and

(ii) The recipient’s work results in
widespread access to information re-
garding research and best practices,
particularly within its region.

(e) For Field-Initiated Studies, peer
reviewers also shall consider evidence
on the extent to which recipients meet
the following criteria:

(1) Implementation and management.
The recipient’s work responds to the
goals, objectives and mission of the Na-
tional Institute from which it is fund-
ed.

(2) Quality. The recipient utilizes a
well-conceptualized framework and
sound theoretical and methodological
tools in conducting professionally rig-
orous studies.

(3) Utility. The recipient documents,
reports, and disseminates its work in
ways to facilitate its effective use in
appropriately targeted settings.

(4) Outcomes and impact. (i) The re-
cipient’s work contributes to the devel-
opment and advancement of theory and
knowledge in the field of study; and

(ii) The recipient addresses issues of
national significance through its prod-
ucts.

(f) For the ERIC Clearinghouses, peer
reviewers also shall consider evidence
on the extent to which recipients meet
the following criteria:

(1) Quality. The recipient applies an
integrated approach to acquiring and
disseminating significant and high-
quality educational literature and ma-
terials to maintain and enhance the
ERIC database.

(2) Utility. The recipient contributes
to the development of the ERIC data-
base as a source of literature and mate-
rials that reflects trends and issues
within its scope.

(3) Outcomes and impact. (i) The re-
cipient meets the informational and
educational needs of its customers
through dissemination and outreach
approaches and the development of an
array of print and non-print materials;
and

(ii) The recipient provides national
leadership on the use of current com-
puter, networking, and information
technology.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1850–0746)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6011(i)(2)(F))
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