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Subpart B—Confidentiality of Business
Information

2.201 Definitions.
2.202 Applicability of subpart; priority

where provisions conflict; records con-
taining more than one kind of informa-
tion.

2.203 Notice to be included in EPA requests,
demands, and forms; method of asserting
business confidentiality claim; effect of
failure to assert claim at time of submis-
sion.

2.204 Initial action by EPA office.
2.205 Final confidentiality determination

by EPA legal office.
2.206 Advance confidentiality determina-

tions.
2.207 Class determinations.
2.208 Substantive criteria for use in con-

fidentiality determinations.
2.209 Disclosure in special circumstances.
2.210 Nondisclosure for reasons other than

business confidentiality or where disclo-
sure is prohibited by other statute.

2.211 Safeguarding of business information;
penalty for wrongful disclosure.

2.212 Establishment of control offices for
categories of business information.

2.213 Designation by business of addressee
for notices and inquiries.

2.214 Defense of Freedom of Information
Act suits; participation by affected busi-
ness.

2.215 Confidentiality agreements.
2.216–2.300 [Reserved]
2.301 Special rules governing certain infor-

mation obtained under the Clean Air
Act.

2.302 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Clean Water
Act.

2.303 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Noise Control
Act of 1972.

2.304 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Safe Drinking
Water Act.

2.305 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Solid Waste
Disposal Act, as amended.

2.306 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act.

2.307 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Federal Insec-
ticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.

2.308 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Federal Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act.

2.309 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Marine Pro-
tection, Research and Sanctuaries Act of
1972.

2.310 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-

tion, and Liability Act of 1980, as amend-
ed.

2.311 Special rules governing certain infor-
mation obtained under the Motor Vehicle
Information and Cost Savings Act.

Subpart C—Testimony by Employees and
Production of Documents in Civil Legal
Proceedings Where the United States Is
Not a Party

2.401 Scope and purpose.
2.402 Policy on presentation of testimony

and production of documents.
2.403 Procedures when voluntary testimony

is requested.
2.404 Procedures when an employee is sub-

poenaed.
2.405 Subpoenas duces tecum.
2.406 Requests for authenticated copies of

EPA documents.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552 (as amended),
553; secs. 114, 205, 208, 301, and 307, Clean Air
Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7414, 7525, 7542,
7601, 7607); secs. 308, 501 and 509(a), Clean
Water Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1318, 1361,
1369(a)); sec. 13, Noise Control Act of 1972 (42
U.S.C. 4912); secs. 1445 and 1450, Safe Drink-
ing Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–4, 300j–9); secs.
2002, 3007, and 9005, Solid Waste Disposal Act,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 6912, 6927, 6995); secs.
8(c), 11, and 14, Toxic Substances Control Act
(15 U.S.C. 2607(c), 2610, 2613); secs. 10, 12, and
25, Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 136h,
136j, 136w); sec. 408(f), Federal Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Act, as amended (21 U.S.C.
346(f)); secs. 104(f) and 108, Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33
U.S.C. 1414(f), 1418); secs. 104 and 115, Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 9604 and 9615); sec. 505,
Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings
Act, as amended (15 U.S.C. 2005).

SOURCE: 41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Requests for
Information

§ 2.100 Definitions.
For the purposes of this part:
(a) EPA means the United States En-

vironmental Protection Agency.
(b) EPA Record or, simply record

means any document, writing, photo-
graph, sound or magnetic recording,
drawing, or other similar thing by
which information has been preserved,
from which the information can be re-
trieved and copied, and over which
EPA has possession or control. It may
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include copies of the records of other
Federal agencies (see § 2.111(d)). The
term includes informal writings (such
as drafts and the like), and also in-
cludes information preserved in a form
which must be translated or deciphered
by machine in order to be intelligible
to humans. The term includes docu-
ments and the like which were created
or acquired by EPA, its predecessors,
its officers, and its employees by use of
Government funds or in the course of
transacting official business. However,
the term does not include materials
which are the personal records of an
EPA officer or employee. Nor does the
term include materials published by
non-Federal organizations which are
readily available to the public, such as
books, journals, and periodicals avail-
able through reference libraries, even if
such materials are in EPA’s possession.

(c) Request means a request to inspect
or obtain a copy of one or more
records.

(d) Requestor means any person who
has submitted a request to EPA.

(e) The term commercial use request re-
fers to a request from or on behalf of
one who seeks information for a use or
purpose that furthers the commercial,
trade or profit interests of the re-
questor or the person on whose behalf
the request is made. In determining
whether a requestor properly belongs
in this category, EPA must determine
the use to which a requestor will put
the documents requested. Moreover,
where EPA has reasonable cause to
doubt the use to which a requestor will
put the records sought, or where that
use is not clear from the request itself,
EPA may seek additional clarification
before assigning the request to a spe-
cific category.

(f) The term non-commercial scientific
institution refers to an institution that
is not operated on a commercial basis as
that term is referenced in paragraph (e)
of this section, and which is operated
solely for the purpose of conducting
scientific research the results of which
are not intended to promote any par-
ticular product or industry.

(g) The term educational institution
refers to a preschool, a public or pri-
vate elementary or secondary school,
an institution of graduate higher edu-
cation, an institution of undergraduate

higher education, an institution or pro-
fessional education, and an institution
of vocational education, which oper-
ates a program or programs of schol-
arly research.

(h) The term representative of the news
media refers to any person actively
gathering news for an entity that is or-
ganized and operated to publish or
broadcast news to the public. The term
news means information that is about
current events or that would be of cur-
rent interest to the public. Examples of
news media entities include television
or radio stations broadcasting to the
public at large, and publishers of peri-
odicals (but only in those instances
when they can qualify as disseminators
of news) who make their products
available for purchase or subscription
by the general public. These examples
are not intended to be all-inclusive.
Moreover, as traditional methods of
news delivery evolve (e.g., electronic
dissemination of newspapers through
telecommunications services), such al-
ternative media would be included in
this category. In the case of freelance
journalists, they may be regarded as
working for a news organization if they
can demonstrate a solid basis for ex-
pecting publication through that orga-
nization, even though not actually em-
ployed by it. A publication contract
would be the clearest proof, but EPA
may also look to the past publication
record of a requestor in making this
determination.

(i) The term search includes all time
spent looking for material that is re-
sponsive to a request, including page-
by-page or line-by-line identification of
material within documents. Searching
for material must be done in the most
efficient and least expensive manner so
as to minimize costs for both the EPA
and the requestor. For example, EPA
will not engage in line-by-line search
when merely duplicating an entire doc-
ument would prove the less expensive
and quicker method of complying with
a request. Search will be distinguished,
moreover, from review of material in
order to determine whether the mate-
rial is exempt from disclosure (see
paragraph (j) of this section). Searches
may be done manually or by computer
using existing programming.
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(j) The term review refers to the proc-
ess of examining documents located in
response to a request that is for a com-
mercial use (see paragraph (e) of this
section) to determine whether any por-
tion of any document located is per-
mitted to be withheld. It also includes
processing any documents for disclo-
sure, e.g., doing all that is necessary to
excise them and otherwise prepare
them for release. Review does not in-
clude time spent resolving legal or pol-
icy issues regarding the application of
exemptions. (Documents must be re-
viewed in responding to all requests;
however, review time may only be
charged to Commercial Use Request-
ers.)

(k) The term duplication refers to the
process of making a copy of a docu-
ment necessary to respond to an FOIA
request. Such copies can take the form
of paper copy, microform, audio-visual
materials, or machine readable docu-
mentation (e.g., magnetic tape or
disk), among others. The copy provided
must be in a form that is reasonably
usable by requesters.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51658, Dec. 18, 1985; 53 FR 216, Jan. 5, 1988]

§ 2.101 Policy on disclosure of EPA
records.

(a) EPA will make the fullest pos-
sible disclosure of records to the pub-
lic, consistent with the rights of indi-
viduals to privacy, the rights of per-
sons in business information entitled
to confidential treatment, and the need
for EPA to promote frank internal pol-
icy deliberations and to pursue its offi-
cial activities without undue disrup-
tion.

(b) All EPA records shall be available
to the public unless they are exempt
from the disclosure requirements of 5
U.S.C 552.

(c) All nonexempt EPA records shall
be available to the public upon request
regardless of whether any justification
or need for such records has been
shown by the requestor.

(d) When documents responsive to a
request are maintained for distribution
by agencies operating statutory-based
fee schedule programs, such as, but not
limited to, the Government Printing
Office or the National Technical Infor-
mation Service, EPA will inform the

requester of the steps necessary to ob-
tain records from the sources.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 53
FR 216, Jan. 5, 1988]

§ 2.102 [Reserved]

§ 2.103 Partial disclosure of records.
If a requested record contains both

exempt and nonexempt material, the
nonexempt material shall be disclosed,
after the exempt material has been de-
leted in accordance with § 2.119.

§ 2.104 Requests to which this subpart
applies.

(a) This subpart applies to any writ-
ten request (other than a request made
by another Federal agency) received by
any EPA office, whether or not the re-
quest cites the Freedom of Information
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. See §§ 2.107(a) and
2.112(b) regarding the treatment of re-
quests which are directed by the re-
questor to offices other than those list-
ed in § 2.106.

(b) Any written request to EPA for
existing records prepared by EPA for
routine public distribution, e.g., pam-
phlets, copies of speeches, press re-
leases, and educational materials, shall
be honored. No individual determina-
tion under § 2.111 is necessary in such
cases, since preparation of the records
for routine public distribution itself
constitutes a determination that the
records are available to the public.

§ 2.105 Existing records.
(a) The Freedom of Information Act,

5 U.S.C. 552, does not require the cre-
ation of new records in response to a
request, nor does it require EPA to
place a requestor’s name on a distribu-
tion list for automatic receipt of cer-
tain kinds of records as they come into
existence. The Act establishes require-
ments for disclosure of existing rec-
ords.

(b) All existing EPA records are sub-
ject to routine destruction according
to standard record retention schedules.

§ 2.106 Where requests for agency
records shall be filed.

(a) A request for records may be filed
with the EPA Freedom of Information
Officer, A–101, 401 M Street, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20460.
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(b) Should the requestor have reason
to believe that the records sought may
be located in an EPA regional office, he
may transmit his request to the appro-
priate regional Freedom of Information
Office indicated below:

(1) Region I (Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Maine, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, Room
2303, John F. Kennedy Federal Building,
Boston, MA 02203.

(2) Region II (New Jersey, New York,
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, Room
1005, 26 Federal Plaza, New York, NY 10007.

(3) Region III (Delaware, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia,
District of Columbia):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 841 Chest-
nut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107.

(4) Region IV (Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 345
Courtland Street, NE., Atlanta, GA 30365.

(5) Region V (Illinois, Indiana, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 77 West
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60604.

(6) Region VI (Arkansas, Louisiana,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer (6M–MC),
1201 Elm Street, Dallas, TX 75270.

(7) Region VII (Iowa, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 726 Min-
nesota Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66101.

(8) Region VIII (Colorado, Montana,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah,
Wyoming):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, One Den-
ver Place, 999 18th Street, Suite 1300, Den-
ver, CO 80202–2413.

(9) Region IX (Arizona, California,
Hawaii, Nevada, American Samoa,

Guam, Trust Territory of Pacific Is-
lands):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 215 Fre-
mont Street, San Francisco, CA 94105.

(10) Region X (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon,
Washington):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Freedom of Information Officer, 1200 Sixth
Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985; 62 FR 1833, Jan. 14,
1997]

§ 2.107 Misdirected written requests;
oral requests.

(a) EPA cannot assure that a timely
or satisfactory response under this sub-
part will be given to written requests
that are addressed to EPA offices, offi-
cers, or employees other than the Free-
dom of Information Officers listed in
§ 2.106. Any EPA officer or employee
who receives a written request for in-
spection or disclosure of EPA records
shall promptly forward a copy of the
request to the appropriate Freedom of
Information Officer, by the fastest
practicable means, and shall, if appro-
priate, commence action under § 2.111.
For purposes of § 2.112, the time allowed
with respect to initial determinations
shall be computed from the day on
which the appropriate Freedom of In-
formation Officer receives the request.

(b) While EPA officers and employees
will attempt in good faith to comply
with requests for inspection or disclo-
sure of EPA records made orally, by
telephone or otherwise, such oral re-
quests are not required to be processed
in accordance with this subpart.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.108 Form of request.
A request shall be made in writing,

shall reasonably describe the records
sought in a way that will permit their
identification and location, and should
be addressed to one of the addresses set
forth in § 2.106, but otherwise need not
be in any particular form.

§ 2.109 Requests which do not reason-
ably describe records sought.

(a) If the description of the records
sought in the request is not sufficient
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to allow EPA to identify and locate the
requested records, the EPA office tak-
ing action under § 2.111 will notify the
requestor (by telephone when prac-
ticable) that the request cannot be fur-
ther processed until additional infor-
mation is furnished.

(b) EPA will make every reasonable
effort to assist in the identification
and description of records sought and
to assist the requestor in formulating
his request. If a request is described in
general terms (e.g., all records having
to do with a certain area), the EPA of-
fice taking action under § 2.111 may
communicate with the requestor (by
telephone when practicable) with a
view toward reducing the administra-
tive burden of processing a broad re-
quest and minimizing the fees payable
by the requestor. Such attempts will
not be used as a means to discourage
requests, but rather as a means to help
identify with more specificity the
records actually sought.

§ 2.110 Responsibilities of Freedom of
Information Officers.

(a) Upon receipt of a written request,
the Freedom of information Officer
(whether at EPA Headquarters or at an
EPA region) shall mark the request
with the date of receipt, and shall at-
tach to the request a control slip indi-
cating the date of receipt, the date by
which response is due, a unique Re-
quest Identification Number, and other
pertinent administrative information.
The request and control slip shall then
be forwarded immediately to the EPA
office believed to be responsible for
maintaining the records requested. (If
the records requested are believed to be
located at two or more EPA offices,
each such office shall be furnished a
copy of the request and control slip,
with instructions concerning which of-
fice shall serve as the lead office for co-
ordinating the response.) The Freedom
of Information Officer shall retain a
file copy of the request and control
slip, and shall monitor the handling of
the request to ensure a timely re-
sponse.

(b) The Freedom of Information Offi-
cer shall maintain a file concerning
each request received, which shall con-
tain a copy of the request, initial and

appeal determinations, and other perti-
nent correspondence and records.

(c) The Freedom of Information offi-
cer shall collect and maintain the in-
formation necessary to compile the re-
ports required by 5 U.S.C. 552(d).

§ 2.111 Action by office responsible for
responding to request.

(a) Whenever an EPA office becomes
aware that it is responsible for re-
sponding to a request, the office shall:

(1) Take action under § 2.109, if re-
quired, to obtain a better description of
the records requested;

(2) Locate the records as promptly as
possible, or determine that the records
are not known to exist, or that they
are located at another EPA office, or
that they are located at another Fed-
eral agency and not possessed by EPA;

(3) When appropriate, take action
under § 2.120(c) to obtain payment or
assurance of payment;

(4) If any located records contain
business information, as defined in
§ 2.201(c), comply with subpart B of this
part;

(5) Determine which of the requested
records legally must be withheld, and
why (see § 2.119(b));

(6) Of the requested records which are
exempt from mandatory disclosure but
which legally may be disclosed (see
§ 2.119(a)), determine which records will
be withheld, and why;

(7) Issue all initial determination
within the allowed period (see § 2.112),
specifying (individually or by category)
which records will be disclosed and
which will be withheld, and signed by a
person authorized to issue the deter-
mination under § 2.113(b). Denials of re-
quests shall comply with § 2.113; and

(8) Furnish the appropriate Freedom
of Information Officer a copy of the de-
termination. If the determination de-
nied a request for one or more existing,
located records, the responding office
shall also furnish the Freedom of Infor-
mation officer the name, address, and
telephone number of the EPA em-
ployee(s) having custody of the records,
and shall maintain the records in a
manner permitting their prompt for-
warding to the General Counsel upon
request if an appeal from the initial de-
nial is filed. See also § 2.204(f).
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(b) If it appears that some or all of
the requested records are not in the
possession of the EPA office which has
been assigned responsibility for re-
sponding to the request but may be in
the possession of some other EPA of-
fice, the Freedom of Information offi-
cer who is monitoring the request shall
be so informed immediately.

(c) In determining which records are
responsive to a request, the EPA office
responding shall ordinarily include
those records within the Agency’s pos-
session as of the date of the Agency’s
receipt of the request.

(d) When a request for EPA records
encompasses records of another Fed-
eral agency, the EPA office shall ei-
ther: (1) Respond to the request after
consulting with the originating agency
when appropriate or; (2) promptly
transfer responsibility for responding
to the request to the originating agen-
cy provided that the other agency is
subject to the FOIA. Whenever the
EPA office refers a request to another
agency, it shall notify the requestor of
the referral.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.112 Time allowed for issuance of
initial determination.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, not later than the tenth
working day after the date of receipt
by a Freedom of Information Office of
a request for records, the EPA office
responsible for responding to the re-
quest shall issue a written determina-
tion to the requestor stating which of
the requested records will, and which
will not, be released and the reason for
any denial of a request. If the records
are not known to exist or are not in
EPA’s possession, the EPA office shall
so inform the requestor. To the extent
requested records which are in EPA’s
possession are published by the Federal
Government, the response may inform
the requestor that the records are
available for inspection and where cop-
ies can be obtained.

(b) The period of 10 working days
shall be measured from the date the re-
quest is first received and logged in by
the Headquarters or regional Freedom
of Information Office.

(c) There shall be excluded from the
period of 10 working days (or any ex-
tension thereof) any time which
elapses between the date that a re-
questor is notified by EPA under § 2.109
that his request does not reasonably
identify the records sought, and the
date that the requestor furnishes a rea-
sonable identification.

(d) There shall be excluded from the
period of 10 working days (or any ex-
tension thereof) any time which
elapses between the date that a re-
questor is notified by EPA under § 2.120
that prepayment or assurance of pay-
ment of fees is required, and the date
that the requestor pays (or makes suit-
able arrangements to pay) such
charges.

(e) The EPA office taking action
under § 2.111, after notifying the appro-
priate Freedom of Information Office,
may extend the basic 10-day period es-
tablished under subsection (a) of this
section by a period not to exceed 10 ad-
ditional working days, by furnishing
written notice to the requestor within
the basic 10-day period stating the rea-
sons for such extension and the date by
which the office expects to be able to
issue a determination. The period may
be so extended only when absolutely
necessary, only for the period required,
and only when one or more of the fol-
lowing unusual circumstances require
the extension:

(1) There is a need to search for and
collect the requested records from field
facilities or other establishments that
are separate from the office processing
the request:

(2) There is a need to search for, col-
lect, and appropriately examine a volu-
minous amount of separate and dis-
tinct records which are demanded in a
single request; or

(3) There is a need for consultation,
which shall be conducted with all prac-
ticable speed, with another agency hav-
ing a substantial interest in the deter-
mination of the request or among two
or more components of EPA.

(f) Failure of EPA to issue a deter-
mination within the 10-day period or
any authorized extension shall con-
stitute final agency action which au-
thorizes the requestor to commence an
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action in an appropriate Federal dis-
trict court to obtain the records.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.113 Initial denials of requests.
(a) An initial denial of a request may

be issued only for the following rea-
sons:

(1) A statutory provision, provision
of this part, or court order requires
that the information not be disclosed;

(2) The record is exempt from manda-
tory disclosure under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)
and EPA has decided that the public
interest would not be served by disclo-
sure; or

(3) Section 2.204(d)(1) requires initial
denial because a third person must be
consulted in connection with a busi-
ness confidentiality claim.

(b) The Deputy Administrator, As-
sistant Administrators, Regional Ad-
ministrators, the General Counsel, the
Inspector General, Associate Adminis-
trators, and heads of headquarters staff
offices are delegated the authority to
issue initial determinations This au-
thority may be redelegated; Provided,
That the authority to issue initial de-
nials of requests for existing, located
records (other than denials based solely
on § 2.204(d)(1)) may be redelegated only
to persons occupying positions not
lower than division director or equiva-
lent.

(c) [Reserved]
(d)(1) Each initial determination to

deny a request shall be written, signed,
and dated, and, except as provided in
paragraph (d)(2), shall contain a ref-
erence to the Request Identification
Number, shall identify the records that
are being withheld (individually, or, if
the denial covers a large number of
similar records, by described category),
and shall state the basis for denial for
each record or category of records
being withheld.

(2) No initial determination shall re-
veal the existence or nonexistence of
records if identifying the mere fact of
the existence or nonexistence of those
records would reveal confidential busi-
ness information, confidential personal
information or classified national secu-
rity information. Instead of identifying
the existence or nonexistence of the
records, the initial determination shall

state that the request is denied because
either the records do not exist or they
are exempt from mandatory disclosure
under the applicable provision of 5
U.S.C. 552(b). No such determination
shall be made without the concurrence
of the General Counsel or his designee.
The General Counsel has designated
the Contracts and Information Law
Branch to act on these requests for
concurrence. See § 2.121 for guidance on
initial determinations denying, in lim-
ited circumstances, the existence of
certain law enforcement records or in-
formation.

(e) If the decision to deny a request is
made by an authorized EPA employee
other than the person signing the de-
termination letter, that other person’s
identity and position shall be stated in
the determination letter.

(f) Each initial determination which
denies, in whole or in part, a request
for one or more existing, located EPA
records (including determinations de-
scribed in § 2.113(d)(2) of this section)
shall state that the requester may ap-
peal the initial denial by sending a
written appeal to the address shown in
§ 2.106(a) within 30 days after receipt of
the determination. An initial deter-
mination which only denies the exist-
ence of records, however, will not in-
clude a notice of appeal rights.

(g) A determination shall be deemed
issued on the date the determination
letter is placed in EPA mailing chan-
nels for first class mailing to the re-
questor, delivered to the U.S. Postal
Service for mailing, or personally de-
livered to the requestor, whichever
date first occurs.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985; 53 FR 216, Jan. 5, 1988]

§ 2.114 Appeals from initial denials;
manner of making.

(a) Any person whose request for one
or more existing, located EPA records
has been denied in whole or in part by
an initial determination may appeal
that denial by addressing a written ap-
peal to the address shown in § 2.106(a).

(b) An appeal should be mailed no
later than 30 calendar days after the
date the requestor received the initial
determination on the request. An un-
timely appeal may be treated either as
a timely appeal or as a new request, at
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the option of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Officer.

(c) The appeal letter shall contain a
reference to the Request Identification
Number (RIN), the date of the initial
determination, and the name and ad-
dress of the person who issued the ini-
tial denial. The appeal letter shall also
indicate which of the records to which
access was denied are the subjects of
the appeal.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.115 Appeal determinations; by
whom made.

(a) The General Counsel shall make
one of the following legal determina-
tions in connection with every appeal
from the initial denial of a request for
an existing, located record:

(1) The record must be disclosed;
(2) The record must not be disclosed,

because a statute or a provision of this
part so requires; or

(3) The record is exempt from manda-
tory disclosure but legally may be dis-
closed as a matter of Agency discre-
tion.

(b) Whenever the General Counsel has
determined under paragraph (a)(3) of
this section that a record is exempt
from mandatory disclosure but legally
may be disclosed, and the record has
not been disclosed by EPA under 5
U.S.C. 552, the matter shall be referred
to the Assistant Administrator for Ex-
ternal Affairs. If the Assistant
Administant Administrator determines
that the public interest would not be
served by disclosure, a determination
denying the appeal shall be issued by
the General Counsel. If the Assistant
Administrator determines that the
public interest would be served by dis-
closure, the record shall be disclosed
unless the Administrator (upon a re-
view of the matter requested by the ap-
propriate Assistant Administrator, As-
sociate Administrator, Regional Ad-
ministrator, the General Counsel, or
the head of a headquarters staff office)
determines that the public interest
would not be served by disclosure, in
which case the General Counsel shall
issue a determination denying the ap-
peal. This review by the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for External Affairs shall
not apply to appeals from initial deter-

minations by the Office of Inspector
General to deny requests.

(c) The General Counsel may dele-
gate his authority under paragraph (a)
of this section to a Regional Counsel,
or to any other attorney employed on a
full-time basis by EPA, in connection
with any category of appeals or any in-
dividual appeal.

(d) The Assistant Administrator for
External Affairs may delegate the au-
thority under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion to the Deputy Assistant Adminis-
trator for External Affairs.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.116 Contents of determination de-
nying appeal.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, each determination
denying an appeal from an initial de-
nial shall be in writing, shall state
which of the exemptions in 5 U.S.C.
552(b) apply to each requested existing
record, and shall state the reason(s) for
denial of the appeal. A denial deter-
mination shall also state the name and
position of each EPA officer or em-
ployee who directed that the appeal be
denied. Such a determination shall fur-
ther state that the person whose re-
quest was denied may obtain de novo
judicial review of the denial by com-
plaint filed with the district court of
the United States in the district in
which the complainant resides, or has
his principal place of business, or in
which the Agency records are situated,
or in the District of Columbia, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4).

(b) No determination denying an ap-
peal shall reveal the existence or non-
existence of records if identifying the
mere fact of the existence or nonexist-
ence of those records would reveal con-
fidential business information, con-
fidential personal information or clas-
sified national security information.
Instead of identifying the existence or
nonexistence of the records, the deter-
mination shall state that the appeal is
denied because either the records do
not exist or they are exempt from man-
datory disclosure under the applicable
provision of 5 U.S.C. 552(b).

[53 FR 217, Jan. 5, 1988]
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§ 2.117 Time allowed for issuance of
appeal determination.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, not later than the twen-
tieth working day after the date of re-
ceipt by the Freedom of Information
Officer at EPA Headquarters of an ap-
peal from an initial denial of a request
for records, the General Counsel shall
issue a written determination stating
which of the requested records (as to
which an appeal was made) shall be dis-
closed and which shall not be disclosed.

(b) The period of 20 working days
shall be measured from the date an ap-
peal is first received by the Freedom of
Information Officer at EPA Head-
quarters, except as otherwise provided
in § 2.205(a).

(c) The Office of General Counsel,
after notifying the Freedom of Infor-
mation Officer at EPA Headquarters,
may extend the basic 20-day period es-
tablished under subsection (a) of this
section by a period not to exceed 10 ad-
ditional working days, by furnishing
written notice to the requestor within
the basic 20-day period stating the rea-
sons for such extension and the date by
which the office expects to be able to
issue a determination. The period may
be so extended only when absolutely
necessary, only for the period required,
and only when one or more of the fol-
lowing unusual circumstances require
the extension:

(1) There is a need to search for and
collect the records from field facilities
or other establishments that are sepa-
rate from the office processing the ap-
peal;

(2) There is a need to search for, col-
lect, and appropriately examine a volu-
minous amount of separate and dis-
tinct records which are demanded in a
single request; or

(3) There is a need for consultation,
which shall be conducted with all prac-
ticable speed, with another agency hav-
ing a substantial interest in the deter-
mination of the request or among two
or more components of EPA.

(d) No extension of the 20-day period
shall be issued under subsection (c) of
this section which would cause the
total of all such extensions and of any
extensions issued under § 2.112(e) to ex-
ceed 10 working days.

§ 2.118 Exemption categories.
(a) 5 U.S.C. 552(b) establishes nine ex-

clusive categories of matters which are
exempt from the mandatory disclosure
requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552(a). No re-
quest under 5 U.S.C. 552 for an existing,
located record in EPA’s possession
shall be denied by any EPA office or
employee unless the record contains
(or its disclosure would reveal) matters
that are—

(1) Specifically authorized under cri-
teria established by an Executive Order
to be kept secret in the interest of na-
tional defense or foreign policy and are
in fact properly classified pursuant to
such Executive Order;

(2) Related solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of an agen-
cy;

(3) Specifically exempted from disclo-
sure by statute (other than 5 U.S.C.
552(b)): Provided, That such statute:

(i) Requires that the matters be with-
held from the public in such a manner
as to leave no discretion on the issue,
or

(ii) Establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular
types of matters to be withheld;

(4) Trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a
person and privileged or confidential
(see subpart B);

(5) Interagency or intra-agency mem-
orandums or letters which would not
be available by law to a party other
than an agency in litigation with the
agency;

(6) Personnel and medical files and
similar files the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy;

(7)(i) Records or information com-
piled for law enforcement purposes, but
only to the extent that the production
of such law enforcement records or in-
formation:

(A) Could reasonably be expected to
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings;

(B) Would deprive a person of a right
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica-
tion;

(C) Could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy;

(D) Could reasonably be expected to
disclose the identity of a confidential
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source, including a State, local, or for-
eign agency or authority or any pri-
vate institution which furnished infor-
mation on a confidential basis, and, in
the case of a record or information
compiled by a criminal law enforce-
ment authority in the course of a
criminal investigation, or by an agency
conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information
furnished by a confidential source;

(E) Would disclose techniques and
procedures for law enforcement inves-
tigations or prosecutions, or would dis-
close guidelines for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be ex-
pected to risk circumvention of the
law; or

(F) Could reasonably be expected to
endanger the life or physical safety of
any individual.

(ii) [Reserved]
(8) Contained in or related to exam-

ination, operating, or condition reports
prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use
of an agency responsible for the regula-
tion or supervision of finanical institu-
tions; or

(9) Geological and geophysical infor-
mation and data, including maps, con-
cerning wells.

(b) The fact that the applicability of
an exemption permits the withholding
of a requested record (or portion there-
of) does not necessarily mean that the
record must or should be withheld. See
§ 2.119.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 43
FR 40000, Sept. 8, 1978; 53 FR 217, Jan. 5, 1988]

§ 2.119 Discretionary release of exempt
documents.

(a) An EPA office may, in its discre-
tion, release requested records despite
the applicability of one or more of the
exemptions listed in § 2.118 (a)(2), (a)(5),
or (a)(7). Disclosure of such records is
encouraged if no important purpose
would be served by withholding the
records.

(b) As a matter of policy, EPA will
not release a requested record if EPA
has determined that one or more of the
exemptions listed in § 2.118(a) (1), (3),
(4), (6), (8), or (9), applies to the record,
except when ordered to do so by a Fed-
eral court or in exceptional cir-
cumstances under appropriate restric-

tions with the approval of the Office of
General Counsel or a Regional Counsel.

§ 2.120 Fees; payment; waiver.
(a) Fee schedule. Requesters shall be

charged the full allowable direct costs
incurred by the Agency in responding
to a FOIA request. However, if EPA
uses a contractor to search for, repro-
duce or disseminate records responsive
to a request, the cost to the requester
shall not exceed the cost of the Agency
itself performing the service.

(1) There are four categories of re-
quests. Fees for each of the categories
will be charged as follows:

(i) Commercial use requests. If the
request seeks disclosure of records for
a commercial use, the requester shall
be charged for the time spent searching
for the requested record, reviewing the
record to determine whether it should
be disclosed and for the cost of each
page of duplication. Commercial use
requesters should note that EPA also
may charge fees to them for time spent
searching for and/or reviewing records,
even if EPA fails to locate the records
or if the records located are deter-
mined to be exempt from disclosure.

(ii) Requests from an educational or
non-commercial scientific institution
whose purpose is scholarly or scientific
research, involving a request which is
not for a commercial use and seeks dis-
closure of records. In the case of such a
request, the requester shall be charged
only for the duplication cost of the
records, except that the first 100 pages
of duplication shall be furnished with-
out charge.

(iii) Requests from a representative
of the news media, involving a request
which is not for a commercial use and
seeks disclosure of records. In the case
of such a request, the requester shall
be charged only for the duplication
cost of the records, except that the
first 100 pages of duplication shall be
furnished without charge.

(iv) All other requests. If the request
seeks disclosure of records other than
as described in paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii),
and (iii) of this section, the requester
shall be charged the full cost of search
and duplication. However, the first two
hours of search time (or its cost equiv-
alent) and the first 100 pages of dupli-
cation (or their cost equivalent) shall
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be furnished without charge. Request-
ers in the ‘‘all other requests’’ category
should note that EPA also may charge
fees to them for time spent searching
for records, even if EPA fails to locate
the records or if the records located are
determined to be exempt from disclo-
sure.

(2) The determination of a requester’s
fee category will be based on the fol-
lowing:

(i) Commercial use requesters: The
use to which the requester will put the
documents requested;

(ii) Educational and non-commercial
scientific institution requestors: Iden-
tity of the requester and the use to
which the requestor will put the docu-
ments requested;

(iii) Representatives of the news
media requesters: The identity of the
requester and the use to which the re-
questor will put the documents re-
quested.

(3) Fees will be charged to requesters,
as appropriate, for search, duplication
and review of requested records in ac-
cordance with the following schedule:

(i) Manual search for records.
(A) EPA Employees: For each 1⁄2 hour

or portion thereof:
(1) GS–8 and below: $4.00.
(2) GS–9 and above: $10.00.
(B) Contractor employees: The re-

questor will be charged for actual
charges up to but not exceeding the
rate which would have been charged
had EPA employees conducted the
search.

(ii) Computer search for records
charges will consist of:

(A) EPA employee operators: For
each 1⁄2 hour or portion thereof:

(1) GS–8 and below: $4.00.
(2) GS–9 and above: $10.00, plus.
(B) Contractor operators: Requestors

will be charged for the actual charges
up to but not exceeding the rate which
would have been charged had EPA em-
ployees conducted the search (see para-
graph (a)(3)(i)(A) of this section), plus.

(C) Actual computer resource usage
charges for this search.

(iii) Review of records. For each 1⁄2
hour or portion thereof (EPA employ-
ees):

(A) GS–8 and below: $4.00.
(B) GS–9 and above: $10.00.

(iv) Duplication or reproduction of
records.

(A) Duplication or reproduction of
documents by EPA employees (paper
copy of paper original): $.15 per page.

(B) Computer printouts (other than
those calculated in a direct-cost bill-
ing—see paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this sec-
tion ‘‘Computer search for records’’)
$.15 per page.

(C) Other methods of duplication or
reproduction, including, but not lim-
ited to, duplication of photographs,
microfilm and magnetic tape, will be
charged at the actual direct cost to
EPA.

(4) Other charges.
(i) Other charges incurred in respond-

ing to a request including but not lim-
ited to, special handling or transpor-
tation of records, will be charged at the
actual direct cost to EPA.

(ii) Certification or authentication of
records: $25.00 per certification or au-
thentication.

(5) No charge shall be made—
(i) For the cost of preparing or re-

viewing letters of response to a request
or appeal;

(ii) For time spent resolving legal or
policy issues concerning the applica-
tion of exemptions;

(iii) For search time and the first 100
pages of duplication for requests de-
scribed in § 2.120(a)(1)(ii) and (iii) of this
section;

(iv) For the first two hours of search
time (or its cost equivalent) and for the
first 100 pages of duplication for re-
quests described in § 2.120(a)(1)(iv) of
this section;

(v) If the total fee in connection with
a request is less than $25.00, or if the
costs of collecting the fee would other-
wise exceed the amount of the fee.
However, when EPA reasonably be-
lieves that a requester or group of re-
questers is attempting to break a re-
quest down into a series of requests for
the purpose of avoiding the assessment
of fees, EPA will aggregate such re-
quests to determine the total fee, and
will charge accordingly;

(vi) For responding to a request by an
individual for one copy of a record re-
trievable by the requesting individual’s
name or personal identifier from a Pri-
vacy Act system of records;
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(vii) For furnishing records requested
by either House of Congress, or by a
duly authorized committee or sub-
committee of Congress, unless the
records are requested for the benefit of
an individual Member of Congress or
for a constituent;

(viii) For furnishing records re-
quested by and for the official use of
other Federal agencies; or

(ix) For furnishing records needed by
an EPA contractor, subcontractor, or
grantee to perform the work required
by the EPA contract or grant.

(b) Method of payment. All fee pay-
ments shall be in the form of a check
or money order payable to the ‘‘U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’’
and shall be sent (accompanied by a
reference to the pertinent Request
Identification Number(s)) to the appro-
priate Headquarters or Regional Office
lock box address:

(1) EPA—Washington Headquarters,
P.O. Box 360277M, Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(2) EPA—Region 1, P.O. Box 360197M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(3) EPA—Region 2, P.O. Box 360188M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(4) EPA—Region 3, P.O. Box 360515M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(5) EPA—Region 4, P.O. Box 100142,
Atlanta, GA. 30384;

(6) EPA—Region 5, P.O. Box 70753,
Chicago, IL 60673;

(7) EPA—Region 6, P.O. Box 360582M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(8) EPA—Region 7, P.O. Box 360748M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(9) EPA—Region 8, P.O. Box 360859M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(10) EPA—Region 9, P.O. Box 360863M,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

(11) EPA—Region 10, P.O. Box
360903M, Pittsburgh, PA 15251;

Under the Debt Collection Act of 1982
(Pub. L. 97–365), payment (except for
prepayment) shall be due within thirty
(30) calendar days after the date of bill-
ing. If payment is not received at the
end of thirty calendar days, interest
and a late payment handling charge
will be assessed. In addition, under this
Act, a penalty charge will be applied on
any principal amount not paid within
ninety (90) calendar days after the due
date for payment. By the authority of
the Debt Collection Act of 1982, delin-
quent amounts due may be collected

through administrative offset or re-
ferred to private collection agencies.
Information related to delinquent ac-
counts may also be reported to the ap-
propriate credit agencies.

(c) Assurance of payment. (1) If an
EPA office estimates that the fees for
processing a request (or aggregated re-
quests as described in § 2.120(a)(5)(vi) of
this section) will exceed $25.00, that of-
fice need not search for, duplicate or
disclose records in response to the re-
quest(s) until the requester assures
payment of the total amount of fees es-
timated to become due under this sec-
tion. In such cases, the EPA office will
promptly inform the requester (by tele-
phone it practicable) of the need to
make assurance of payment.

(2) An EPA office may not require a
requester to make an advance pay-
ment, i.e. payment before work is com-
menced or continued on a request, un-
less:

(i) A requester has previously failed
to pay a fee charged in a timely fashion
(i.e., within 30 days after the date of
the billing), or

(ii) The EPA office estimates or de-
termines that the allowable charges
that a requester may be required to
pay are likely to exceed $250.00. Then
the EPA office will notify the requester
of the likely cost and obtain satisfac-
tory assurance of full payment where
the requester has a history of prompt
payment of FOIA fees, or require an ad-
vance payment of an amount up to the
full estimated charges in the case of re-
questers with no history of payment. If
such advance payment is not received
within 30 days after EPA’s billing, the
request will not be processed and the
request will be closed. See also
§ 2.112(d).

(d) Reduction or waiver of fee. (1) The
fee chargeable under this section shall
be reduced or waived by EPA if the
Agency determines that disclosure of
the information:

(i) Is in the public interest because it
is likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations
or activities of the government; and

(ii) Is not primarily in the commer-
cial interest of the requestor.

(2) Both of these requirements must
be satisfied before fees properly assess-
able can be waived or reduced.
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(3) The Agency will employ the fol-
lowing four factors in determining
whether the first requirement has been
met:

(i) The subject of the request: Wheth-
er the subject of the requested records
concerns ‘‘the operations or activities
of the government’’;

(ii) The informative value of the in-
formation to be disclosed: Whether the
disclosure is ‘‘likely to contribute to
an understanding of government oper-
ations or activities’’;

(iii) The contribution to an under-
standing of the subject by the general
public likely to result from disclosure:
Whether disclosure of the requested in-
formation will contribute to ‘‘public
understanding’’; and

(iv) The significance of the contribu-
tion to public understanding: Whether
disclosure is likely to contribute ‘‘sig-
nificantly’’ to public understanding of
government operations or activities.

(4) The Agency will employ the fol-
lowing factors in determining whether
the second requirement has been met:

(i) The existence and magnitude of a
commercial interest: Whether the re-
quester has a commercial interest that
would be furthered by the requested
disclosure; and, if so

(ii) The primary interest in disclo-
sure: Whether the magnitude of the
identified commercial interest of the
requester is sufficiently large, in com-
parison with the public interest in dis-
closure, that disclosure is ‘‘primarily
in the commercial interest of the re-
quester.’’

(5) In all cases, the burden shall be on
the requester to present information in
support of a request for a waiver of
fees. A request for reduction or waiver
of fees should include:

(i) A clear statement of the request-
er’s interest in the requested docu-
ments;

(ii) The use proposed for the docu-
ments and whether the requester will
derive income or other benefit from
such use;

(iii) A statement of how the public
will benefit from such use and from the
release of the requested documents;
and

(iv) If specialized use of the docu-
ments or information is contemplated,
a statement of the requester’s quali-

fications that are relevant to the spe-
cialized use.

(6) A request for reduction or waiver
of fees shall be addressed to the appro-
priate Freedom of Information Officer.
The requester shall be informed in
writing of the Agency’s decision wheth-
er to grant or deny the fee waiver or
fee reduction request. This decision
may be appealed by letter addressed to
the EPA Freedom of Information Offi-
cer. The General Counsel shall decide
such appeals. The General Counsel may
redelegate this authority only to the
Deputy General Counsel or the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Grants, Con-
tracts and General Law.

(e) The Financial Management Office
shall maintain a record of all fees
charged requesters for searching for,
reviewing and reproducing requested
records under this section. If after the
end of 60 calendar days from the date
on which request for payment was
made the requester has not submitted
payment to the appropriate EPA bill-
ing address (as listed in § 2.120(b)), the
Financial Management Division shall
place the requester’s name on a delin-
quent list which is sent to the EPA
Freedom of Information Officer. If a re-
quester whose name appears on the de-
linquent list makes a request under
this part, the EPA Freedom of Infor-
mation Officer shall inform the re-
quester that EPA will not process the
request until the requester submits
payment of the overdue fee from the
earlier request. Any request made by
an individual who specifies an affili-
ation with or representation of a cor-
poration, association, law firm, or
other organization shall be deemed to
be a request by the corporation, asso-
ciation, law firm, or other organiza-
tion. If an organization placed on the
delinquent list can show that the per-
son who made the request for which
payment was overdue did not make the
request on behalf of the organization
the organization will be removed from
the delinquent list but the name of the
individual shall remain on the list. A
requester shall not be placed on the de-
linquent list if a request for a reduc-
tion or for a waiver is pending under
paragraph (d) of this section.

[53 FR 217, Jan. 5, 1988]
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§ 2.121 Exclusions.

(a) Whenever a request is made which
involves access to records described in
§ 2.118(a)(7)(i)(A), and

(1) The investigation or proceeding
involves a possible violation of crimi-
nal law; and

(2) There is reason to believe that the
subject of the investigation or pro-
ceeding is not aware of its pendency,
and disclosure of the existence of such
records could reasonably be expected to
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings, EPA shall, during only such
time as the circumstances continue,
treat the records as not subject to the
requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552 and this
subpart.

(b) Whenever informant records
maintained by the Agency under an in-
formant’s name or personal identifier
are requested by a third party accord-
ing to the informant’s name or per-
sonal identifier and the informant’s
status as an informant has not been of-
ficially confirmed, EPA shall treat the
records as not subject to the require-
ments of 5 U.S.C. 552 and this subpart.

(c) No determination relying on this
section shall be issued without the con-
currence of the General Counsel or his
designee. The General Counsel has des-
ignated the Contracts and Information
Law Branch to act on these requests
for concurrence.

(d) An initial determination which
only relies on this section will not in-
clude notice of appeal rights.

[53 FR 219, Jan. 5, 1988]

Subpart B—Confidentiality of
Business Information

§ 2.201 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subpart:
(a) Person means an individual, part-

nership, corporation, association, or
other public or private organization or
legal entity, including Federal, State
or local governmental bodies and agen-
cies and their employees.

(b) Business means any person en-
gaged in a business, trade, employ-
ment, calling or profession, whether or
not all or any part of the net earnings
derived from such engagement by such
person inure (or may lawfully inure) to

the benefit of any private shareholder
or individual.

(c) Business information (sometimes
referred to simply as information)
means any information which pertains
to the interests of any business, which
was developed or acquired by that busi-
ness, and (except where the context
otherwise requires) which is possessed
by EPA in recorded form.

(d) Affected business means, with ref-
erence to an item of business informa-
tion, a business which has asserted
(and not waived or withdrawn) a busi-
ness confidentiality claim covering the
information, or a business which could
be expected to make such a claim if it
were aware that disclosure of the infor-
mation to the public was proposed.

(e) Reasons of business confidentiality
include the concept of trade secrecy
and other related legal concepts which
give (or may give) a business the right
to preserve the confidentiality of busi-
ness information and to limit its use or
disclosure by others in order that the
business may obtain or retain business
advantages it derives from its rights in
the information. The definition is
meant to encompass any concept which
authorizes a Federal agency to with-
hold business information under 5
U.S.C. 552(b)(4), as well as any concept
which requires EPA to withhold infor-
mation from the public for the benefit
of a business under 18 U.S.C. 1905 or
any of the various statutes cited in
§ 2.301 through § 2.309.

(f) [Reserved]
(g) Information which is available to

the public is information in EPA’s pos-
session which EPA will furnish to any
member of the public upon request and
which EPA may make public, release
or otherwise make available to any
person whether or not its disclosure
has been requested.

(h) Business confidentiality claim (or,
simply, claim) means a claim or allega-
tion that business information is enti-
tled to confidential treatment for rea-
sons of business confidentiality, or a
request for a determination that such
information is entitled to such treat-
ment.

(i) Voluntarily submitted information
means business information in EPA’s
possession—
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