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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 2911.1

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. App., 211–213, 43
U.S.C. 869 et seq. 48 U.S.C 360, 361, unless oth-
erwise noted.

Subpart 2911—Airport

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 211; 43 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.

SOURCE: 51 FR 40809, Nov. 10, 1986, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 2911.0–1 Purpose.

This subpart sets forth procedures for
issuance of airport leases on the public
lands.

§ 2911.0–3 Authority.

The Act of May 24, 1928, as amended
(49 U.S.C. Appendix, 211–213), author-
izes the Secretary of the Interior to
lease for use as a public airport, any
contiguous unreserved and unappropri-
ated public lands not to exceed 2,560
acres in area.

§ 2911.0–5 Definitions.

As used in this subpart, the term:
(a) Act means the Act of May 24, 1928,

as amended (49 U.S.C. Appendix, 211–
213).

(b) Authorized officer means any em-
ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment who has been delegated the au-
thority to perform the duties described
in this subpart.

(c) Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration.

(d) Applicant means any individual
who is a citizen of the United States; a
group or association of citizens of the
United States; any corporation, orga-
nized under the laws of the United
States or of any State, authorized to
conduct business in the State in which
the land involved is located; or a State
or political subdivisions or instrumen-
tality thereof, including counties and
municipalities; who submits an appli-
cation for an airport lease under this
subpart.

(e) Public airport means an airport
open to use by all persons without
prior permission of the airport lessee
or operator, and without restrictions
within the physical capacities of its
available facilities.

§ 2911.0–8 Lands available for leasing.
Any contiguous unreserved and unap-

propriated public lands, surveyed or
unsurveyed, not exceeding 2,560 acres
in area, may be leased under the provi-
sions of the Act, subject to valid exist-
ing rights under the public land laws.

§ 2911.1 Terms and conditions.
(a) The lessee shall, within 1 year

from the date of issuance of the lease,
equip the airport as required by the
Administrator and file a report thereof
in the Bureau of Land Management
District office having jurisdiction over
the lands under lease.

(b) At any time during the term of
the lease, the Administrator may have
an inspection made of the airport, and
if the the airport does not comply with
the ratings set by the Federal Aviation
Administration, the Administrator
shall submit a written statement de-
scribing the deficiencies to the Bureau
of Land Management District office
having jurisdiction over the lands
under lease for appropriate action.

(c) The authorized officer may can-
cel, in whole or in part, a lease issued
under the Act for any of the following
reasons: Lessee failure to use the
leased premises or any part thereof for
a period of at least 6 months; use of the
property or any part thereof for a pur-
pose other than the authorized use;
failure to pay the annual rental in full
on or before the date due; failure to
maintain the premises according to the
ratings set by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration; failure to comply with
the regulations in this part or the
terms of the lease.

(d) Leases under the Act shall be for
a period not to exceed 20 years and may
be renewed for like periods.

(e) Annual rental for leases to any
citizen of the United States, any group
or association of citizens, or any cor-
poration organized under the laws of
the United States or any State shall be
at appraised fair market rental, with a
minimum annual rental payment of
$100. State or political subdivisions
thereof, including counties and munici-
palities, shall pay to the lessor an an-
nual rental calculated at the appraised
fair market value of the rental of the
property less 50%, with a minimum an-
nual rental payment of $100. In fixing
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the rentals, consideration shall be
given to all pertinent facts and cir-
cumstances, including use of the air-
port by government departments and
agencies. Rental of each lease shall be
reconsidered and revised at 5-year in-
tervals to reflect current appraised fair
market value. The first annual rental
payment shall be made prior to
issuance of the lease. All subsequent
payments shall be paid on or before the
anniversary date of issuance of the
lease.

(f) The lessee shall agree that all de-
partments and agencies of the United
States operating aircraft shall have
free and unrestricted use of the airport
and, with the approval of the author-
ized officer, such departments or agen-
cies shall have the right to erect and
install therein such structures and im-
provements as are deemed advisable by
the heads of such departments and
agencies. Whenever the President may
deem it necessary for military pur-
poses, the Secretary of the Army may
assume full control of the airport.

(g) The lessee shall submit to the Ad-
ministrator for approval regulations
governing operations of the airport.

§ 2911.2 Procedures.

§ 2911.2–1 Preapplication activity.
Persons seeking to lease public lands

under this subpart shall first consult
with the authorized officer in the Dis-
trict or Resource Area Office in which
the lands are located. Such consulta-
tion is necessary to determine land
availability and conformity of pro-
posed use with approved land use plans,
explain associated statutory and regu-
latory requirements, familiarize the
potential applicant with respective
management responsibilities, set forth
the application processing procedures
for the proposed action, and identify
potential conflicts. Upon completion of
the consultation, persons seeking to
lease public lands for a public airport
may submit an application for consid-
eration by the authorized officer.

§ 2911.2–2 Applications.
(a) Each application shall clearly de-

scribe the lands applied for by legal
subdivisions and/or by metes and
bounds and contain a plan of develop-

ment and use signed by the applicant
or by a duly authorized agent or officer
of the applicant. When required by the
authorized officer, the application
shall include copies of the appropriate
State, county, or municipal airport li-
censes or permits, as well as such addi-
tional States and local clearances as
may be required.

(b) Each application shall be accom-
panied by a non-refundable filing fee of
$100. Each applicant shall also be re-
quired to pay the cost of publication of
a Notice of Reality Action in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the area in which
the lands are located.

(c) If approval of an application re-
sults in cancellation of a grazing per-
mit of lease or a reduction in grazing
acreage, the provisions of § 4110.4–2 of
this title shall apply.

§ 2911.2–3 Report by Administrator;
Notice of Realty Action.

(a) Upon receipt of the application,
the authorized officer shall send 1 copy
to the Administrator for a determina-
tion concerning what fuel facilities,
lights, and other furnishings are nec-
essary to meet the rating set by that
agency. After receiving the report of
the Administrator, and before making
a determination to issue a lease, the
authorized officer shall publish a No-
tice of Realty Action in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and in a newspaper of general
circulation in the area of the lands to
be leased. The notice shall provide 45
days from the date of publication in
the FEDERAL REGISTER for comments
by the public. Comments shall be sent
to the office issuing the notice. The no-
tice shall not be published until the au-
thorized officer has received the filing
fee from the applicant and is satisfied
that all statutory and regulatory re-
quirements have been met.

(b) The notice of realty action may
segregate the lands or interests in
lands to be conveyed to the extent that
they will not be subject to appropria-
tion under the public land laws, includ-
ing the mining laws. The segregative
effect of the notice of realty action
shall terminate either upon issuance of
a document of conveyance or 1 year
from the date of publication in the
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