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the rentals, consideration shall be
given to all pertinent facts and cir-
cumstances, including use of the air-
port by government departments and
agencies. Rental of each lease shall be
reconsidered and revised at 5-year in-
tervals to reflect current appraised fair
market value. The first annual rental
payment shall be made prior to
issuance of the lease. All subsequent
payments shall be paid on or before the
anniversary date of issuance of the
lease.

(f) The lessee shall agree that all de-
partments and agencies of the United
States operating aircraft shall have
free and unrestricted use of the airport
and, with the approval of the author-
ized officer, such departments or agen-
cies shall have the right to erect and
install therein such structures and im-
provements as are deemed advisable by
the heads of such departments and
agencies. Whenever the President may
deem it necessary for military pur-
poses, the Secretary of the Army may
assume full control of the airport.

(g) The lessee shall submit to the Ad-
ministrator for approval regulations
governing operations of the airport.

§ 2911.2 Procedures.

§ 2911.2–1 Preapplication activity.
Persons seeking to lease public lands

under this subpart shall first consult
with the authorized officer in the Dis-
trict or Resource Area Office in which
the lands are located. Such consulta-
tion is necessary to determine land
availability and conformity of pro-
posed use with approved land use plans,
explain associated statutory and regu-
latory requirements, familiarize the
potential applicant with respective
management responsibilities, set forth
the application processing procedures
for the proposed action, and identify
potential conflicts. Upon completion of
the consultation, persons seeking to
lease public lands for a public airport
may submit an application for consid-
eration by the authorized officer.

§ 2911.2–2 Applications.
(a) Each application shall clearly de-

scribe the lands applied for by legal
subdivisions and/or by metes and
bounds and contain a plan of develop-

ment and use signed by the applicant
or by a duly authorized agent or officer
of the applicant. When required by the
authorized officer, the application
shall include copies of the appropriate
State, county, or municipal airport li-
censes or permits, as well as such addi-
tional States and local clearances as
may be required.

(b) Each application shall be accom-
panied by a non-refundable filing fee of
$100. Each applicant shall also be re-
quired to pay the cost of publication of
a Notice of Reality Action in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the area in which
the lands are located.

(c) If approval of an application re-
sults in cancellation of a grazing per-
mit of lease or a reduction in grazing
acreage, the provisions of § 4110.4–2 of
this title shall apply.

§ 2911.2–3 Report by Administrator;
Notice of Realty Action.

(a) Upon receipt of the application,
the authorized officer shall send 1 copy
to the Administrator for a determina-
tion concerning what fuel facilities,
lights, and other furnishings are nec-
essary to meet the rating set by that
agency. After receiving the report of
the Administrator, and before making
a determination to issue a lease, the
authorized officer shall publish a No-
tice of Realty Action in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and in a newspaper of general
circulation in the area of the lands to
be leased. The notice shall provide 45
days from the date of publication in
the FEDERAL REGISTER for comments
by the public. Comments shall be sent
to the office issuing the notice. The no-
tice shall not be published until the au-
thorized officer has received the filing
fee from the applicant and is satisfied
that all statutory and regulatory re-
quirements have been met.

(b) The notice of realty action may
segregate the lands or interests in
lands to be conveyed to the extent that
they will not be subject to appropria-
tion under the public land laws, includ-
ing the mining laws. The segregative
effect of the notice of realty action
shall terminate either upon issuance of
a document of conveyance or 1 year
from the date of publication in the
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FEDERAL REGISTER, whichever occurs
first.

[51 FR 40809, Nov. 10, 1986; 51 FR 45986, Dec.
23, 1986]

§ 2911.2–4 Execution of lease.
Upon receipt of the payments re-

quired by § 2911.2–2(b) of this title and
not less than 45 days following the pub-
lications required by § 2911.2–4 of this
title, the authorized officer shall make
a decision on the application and, if the
application is approved, issue the lease.

[51 FR 40809, Nov. 10, 1986; 51 FR 45986, Dec.
23, 1986]

Subpart 2912—Recreation and
Public Purposes Act

AUTHORITY: Recreation and Public Pur-
poses Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 869, et seq.).

SOURCE: 44 FR 43473, July 25, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 2912.0–7 Cross reference.
The general requirements and proce-

dures under the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act are contained in part 2740
of this title.

§ 2912.1 Nature of interest.

§ 2912.1–1 Terms and conditions of
lease.

(a) The term of leases under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act,
hereafter referred to as the Act, shall be
fixed by the authorized officer but shall
not exceed 20 years for nonprofit asso-
ciations and nonprofit corporations,
and 25 years for Federal, State, and
local governmental entities. A lease
may contain, at the discretion of the
authorized officer, a provision giving
the lessee the privilege of renewing the
lease for a like period.

(b) Leases shall be issued on a form
approved by the Director, Bureau of
Land Management and shall contain
terms and conditions required by law,
and public policy, and which the au-
thorized officer considers necessary for
the proper development of the land, for
the protection of Federal property, and
for the protection of the public inter-
est.

(c) Leases shall be terminable by the
authorized officer upon failure of the

lessee to comply with the terms of the
lease, upon a finding, after notice and
opportunity for hearing, that all or
part of the land is being devoted to a
use other than the use authorized by
the lease, or upon a finding that the
land has not been used by the lessee for
the purpose specified in the lease for
any consecutive period specified by the
authorized officer. The specified period
of non-use or unauthorized use shall
not be less than 2 years nor more than
5 years.

(d) Reasonable annual rentals shall
be established by the Secretary of the
Interior and shall be payable in ad-
vance. Upon notification of the amount
of the yearly rental, a lease applicant
shall be required to pay at least the
first year’s rental before the lease shall
be issued. Upon the voluntary relin-
quishment of a lease before the expira-
tion of its term, any rental paid for the
unexpired portion of the term shall be
returned to the lessee upon a proper
application for repayment to the ex-
tent that the amount paid covers a full
lease year or years of the remainder of
the term of the original lease. Leases
for recreational or historic-monument
purposes to a State, county or other
State or Federal instrumentality or po-
litical subdivision shall be issued with-
out monetary consideration.

(e) Leases are not transferable except
with the consent of the authorized offi-
cer. Transferees shall have all the
qualifications of applicants under the
Act and shall be subject to all the
terms and conditions of the regulations
in this part.

(f) A lessee shall not be permitted to
cut timber from the leased lands with-
out prior permission from the author-
ized officer.

(g) All leases shall reserve to the
United States all minerals together
with the right to mine and remove the
same under applicable laws and regula-
tions to be established by the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

§ 2912.2 Renewal of leases.

A lessee with a privilege of renewal
must notify the authorized officer at
least 180 days before the end of the
lease period that it will exercise the
privilege.
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§ 2912.3 Substitution of a new lease.
A lessee may apply for a new lease at

any time. Applications for new leases
shall be accompanied by consent of the
lessee to cancellation of the existing
lease upon the issuance of the new
lease and by three copies of a state-
ment showing (a) the need for a new
lease and (b) any changes in the use or
management of the lands or the terms
and conditions of the lease which the
applicant desires.

Subpart 2916—Alaska Fur Farm

SOURCE: 35 FR 9665, June 13, 1970, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 2916.0–3 Authority.
The Act of July 3, 1926 (44 Stat. 821,

48 U.S.C. secs. 360, 361), authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to lease pub-
lic lands on the mainland of or islands
in Alaska, with the exception of the
Pribilof Islands, for fur farming, for pe-
riods not exceeding ten years.

§ 2916.0–6 Policy.
(a) The authority to lease the public

lands in Alaska for fur-farming pur-
poses was granted in order to promote
the development of the production of
furs in Alaska.

(b) No lease for the purpose of raising
beavers will be granted on any area al-
ready occupied by a beaver colony nor
will any such lease be granted on
streams or lakes where the activities of
beavers may interfere with the run or
spawning of salmon.

(c) In order to offer more people an
opportunity to lease lands, and to
avoid tying up large areas of land un-
necessarily, fur-farming leases on pub-
lic lands will not be granted for areas
greater than are justified by the needs
and experience of the applicant.

§ 2916.0–8 Area subject to lease.
(a) Acreage limitation and exceptions.

(1) On the mainland such leases may be
for an area not exceeding 640 acres. A
lease may cover an entire island, pro-
vided the area thereof does not exceed
30 square miles, and provided the need
for such entire island is clearly estab-
lished. Islands so close together that
animals can cross from one to the

other and whose combined area does
not exceed 30 square miles, will be
treated as one island. Islands having an
area of more than 30 square miles will
be treated as mainland.

(2) Where a lease is granted for an
area in excess of 640 acres on an island,
the manager may, after notice to the
lessee, reduce the area to an amount
not less than 640 acres, if he determines
that the lessee cannot reasonably use
all of the area for which the lease was
granted.

(b) Lands subject to lease. (1) Vacant,
unreserved, and unappropriated public
lands are subject to lease.

(2) Except for lands under the juris-
diction of the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Park Service, public
lands withdrawn or reserved for any
purpose are subject to lease, if the de-
partment or agency having jurisdiction
thereof consents to the issuance of the
lease.

§ 2916.1 Terms and conditions.

§ 2916.1–1 Commencement of oper-
ations; stocking lands.

The lessee shall, within one year
from the date of issuance of the lease,
commence operations by taking posses-
sion of the leased area, and by placing
thereon within that period such im-
provements as may be needed for such
operations and as will show good faith,
and shall thereafter develop the fur-
farming enterprise on the leased area
with reasonable diligence. The lessee
shall stock the leased area with the
minimum of fur-bearing animals re-
quired by the lease within the periods
specified in the lease.

§ 2916.1–2 Rights reserved; protection
of improvements and roads.

Nothing in this part or any lease
issued under this part shall interfere
with or prevent:

(a) The prospecting, locating, devel-
opment, entering, leasing, or patenting
of mineral resources in the leased area
under laws applicable thereto.

(b) The use and disposal of timber or
other resources on or in the leased area
under applicable laws.

(c) The use and occupation of parts of
leased areas for the taking, preparing,
manufacturing, or storing of fish or
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fish products, or the utilization of the
lands for purposes of trade or business,
to the extent and in the manner pro-
vided by law, and as authorized by the
State Director.

(d) The acquisition or granting of
rights-of-way or easements under ap-
plicable laws and regulations.

(e) Hunting and fishing under appli-
cable Federal and State hunting and
fishing laws and regulations, but the
authorized officer may prohibit or re-
strict, or he may authorize the lessee
to prohibit or restrict hunting or fish-
ing on such parts of the leased area and
for such periods as he may determine
to be necessary in order to prevent any
substantial interference with the pur-
poses for which the lease is issued.

§ 2916.2 Procedures.

§ 2916.2–1 Applications.
(a) Qualifications of applicants. Any

person who is a citizen of the United
States, or any group or association
composed of such persons, or any cor-
poration organized under the laws of
the United States, or of any State
thereof, authorized to conduct business
in Alaska may file an application.

(b) Contents of application. An appli-
cation for lease should be filed in dupli-
cate in the proper office. No specific
form of application is required, but the
application should contain or be ac-
companied by the following:

(1) Applicant’s full name, post office
address, the general nature of his pres-
ent business, and the principal place of
business.

(2)(i) A statement of the age and of
the citizenship status, whether native-
born or naturalized, of the applicant, if
an individual, or of each partner or
member of a partnership or associa-
tion. A copartnership or an association
applicant shall file a copy of whatever
written articles of association its
members have executed.

(ii) A corporation shall file a cer-
tified copy of its articles of incorpora-
tion, evidence that it is authorized to
transact business in Alaska, and a copy
of the corporate minutes or resolutions
authorizing the filing of the applica-
tion and the execution of the lease.

(3) Description of the land for which
the lease is desired, by legal subdivi-

sion, section, township, and range, if
surveyed, and by metes and bounds,
with the approximate area, if
unsurveyed. The metes and bounds de-
scription should be connected by
course and distance with some corner
of the public-land surveys, if prac-
ticable, or with reference to rivers,
creeks, mountains, towns, islands, or
other prominent topographical points
or natural objects or monuments.

(4) A statement as to the applicant’s
experience in and knowledge of fur
farming.

(5) A statement as to the kind of fur-
bearing animals to be raised, and, if
foxes, the color type; the number of
fur-bearing animals the applicant pro-
poses to have on the leased land within
one year from the date of the lease, and
whether it is proposed to purchase or
trap the stock; and that before com-
mencing operations of any lease which
may be issued, the applicant will pro-
cure from the appropriate State game
agency whatever licenses are required
under Alaska law.

(6) A detailed statement of the rea-
sons for the need for any area in excess
of 640 acres but not exceeding 30 square
miles, when the land applied for is
comprised of an island, or islands.

(7) A statement of the nature and re-
sults of the investigation made by ap-
plicant as to whether the land and cli-
mate are suited to raising the kind of
animals proposed to be stocked.

(8) A statement as to whether the
land is occupied, claimed, or used by
natives of Alaska or others; and, if so
the nature of the use and occupancy
and the improvements thereon, if any.

(9) If beavers are to be raised, a state-
ment as to whether a beaver colony ex-
ists on the land, and whether salmon
streams or lakes are on or adjacent to
the land proposed to be leased.

(10) A statement that the applicant is
acting solely on his own account and
not under any agreement or under-
standing with another.

(11) The serial numbers of all other
applications filed or leases obtained
under this act by applicant, or appli-
cant’s spouse or business associate, or
in which applicant has a direct or indi-
rect interest.
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(12) The showing as to hot or medic-
inal springs required by § 2311.2(a) of
this chapter.

(13) All applications must be accom-
panied by an application service fee of
$10 which will not be returnable.

(c) Form of lease; rental and royalty;
report of annual operations. (1) Leases
will be issued on a form approved by
the Director.

(2) Prior to the issuance of a lease
and annually thereafter, the lessee
shall pay an advance rental of $5 per
annum if the lease embraces 10 acres or
less, a rental of $25 per annum if the
leased area is more than 10 acres but
not more than 640 acres, and a rental of
$50 per annum if the leased area ex-
ceeds 640 acres.

(3) Within 60 days after the end of
each lease year the lessee shall file
with the land office a report on a form
approved by the Director, in duplicate,
showing his operations under the lease
and his gross receipts thereunder from
the sale of live animals and pelts for
the preceding lease year. The lessee
shall pay, at the time of filing the re-
port, a royalty of 1 percent of such
gross receipts deducting therefrom the
amount of the advance rental payment
made for such preceding lease year.

§ 2916.2–2 Assignments and subleases.
A proposed assignment on a lease, in

whole or in part, or a sublease, must be
filed in duplicate with the proper office
within 90 days from the date of its exe-
cution; must contain all of the terms
and conditions agreed upon by the par-
ties thereto; and must be supported by
a statement that the assignee or sub-
lessee agrees to be bound by the provi-
sions of the lease. The assignee or sub-
lessee must submit with the assign-
ment or sublease the information or
statements required by § 2916.2–1(b) (1),
(2), (4), (5), (10), and (11). No assignment
or sublease will be recognized unless
and until approved by the authorizing
officer.

(Sec. 2, 44 Stat. 822; 48 U.S.C. 361)

§ 2916.2–3 Renewal of leases.
Upon an application filed in the prop-

er office within 90 days preceding the
expiration date of the lease, if it is de-
termined that a renewal lease should

be granted, the lessee will be offered
such lease by the authorized officer,
upon such terms and conditions and for
such duration as may be fixed, not ex-
ceeding 10 years. The filing of an appli-
cation for renewal does not confer on
the lessee any preference right to a re-
newal. The timely filing of an applica-
tion will, however authorize the exclu-
sive fur-farming use of the lands by the
lessee in accordance with the terms of
the prior lease pending final action on
the renewal application.

§ 2916.2–4 Termination of lease; can-
cellation.

(a) Action by authorized officer. (1) The
authorized officer may terminate a
lease at the request of the lessee if the
lessee shall make satisfactory showing
that such termination will not ad-
versely affect the public interest and
that he has paid all charges due the
Government thereunder.

(2) A lease may be canceled if the les-
see shall fail to comply with any of the
provisions of this part or of the lease,
or shall devote the lease area primarily
to any purpose other than the rearing
of fur-bearing animals as authorized.
No lease will be canceled until the les-
see has been formally notified of such
default and such default shall continue
for 60 days after service of such notice.

(b) Removal of improvements and per-
sonal property. (1) Improvements or per-
sonal property may not be removed
from the lands, except fur-bearing ani-
mals disposed of in the regular course
of business, unless all moneys due the
United States under the lease have
been paid. The lessee shall be allowed
90 days from the date of expiration or
termination of the lease within which
to remove his personal property and
such improvements as are not disposed
of in the manner set forth in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, which he has a
right to remove; if not removed or oth-
erwise disposed of within the said pe-
riod, such improvements or personal
property shall become the property of
the United States.

(2) Upon the expiration of the lease
or the earlier termination thereof, the
authorizing officer may, in his discre-
tion and upon a written petition filed
by the lessee within 30 days from the
date of such expiration or termination,
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require the subsequent lease applicant,
prior to the execution of a new lease,
to agree to compensate the lessee for
any improvements of a permanent na-
ture that he may have placed upon the
leased area for fur-farming purposes
during the period of the lease. If the in-
terested parties are unable to reach an
agreement as to the amount of com-
pensation, the amount shall be fixed by
the authorizing officer. All such agree-
ments to be effective, must be ap-
proved by the authorizing officer. The
failure of the subsequent lessee to pay
the former lessee in accordance with
such agreement will be just cause for
cancellation of the lease.

PART 2920—LEASES, PERMITS AND
EASEMENTS

Subpart 2920—Leases, Permits and
Easements: General Provisions

Sec.
2920.0–1 Purpose.
2920.0–3 Authority.
2920.0–5 Definitions.
2920.0–6 Policy.
2920.0–9 Information collection.
2920.1 Uses.
2920.1–1 Authorized use.
2920.1–2 Unauthorized use.
2920.2 Procedures for public-initiated land

use proposals.
2920.2–1 Discussion of proposals.
2920.2–2 Minimum impact permits.
2920.2–3 Other land use proposals.
2920.2–4 Proposal content.
2920.2–5 Proposal review.
2920.3 Bureau of Land Management initi-

ated land use proposals.
2920.4 Notice of realty action.
2920.5 Application procedure.
2920.5–1 Filing of applications for land use

authorizations.
2920.5–2 Application content.
2920.5–3 Application review.
2920.5–4 Competitive or non-competitive

bids.
2920.5–5 Application processing.
2920.6 Reimbursement of costs.
2920.7 Terms and conditions.
2920.8 Fees.
2920.9 Supervision of the land use authoriza-

tion.
2920.9–1 Construction phase.
2920.9–2 Operation and maintenance.
2920.9–3 Termination and suspension.

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1740.

SOURCE: 46 FR 5777, Jan. 19, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 2920—Leases, Permits
and Easements: General Pro-
visions

§ 2920.0–1 Purpose.

The purpose of the regulations in this
part is to establish procedures for the
orderly and timely processing of pro-
posals for non-Federal use of the public
lands. The procedural and informa-
tional requirements set by these regu-
lations vary in relation to the nature
of the anticipated use.

§ 2920.0–3 Authority.

Sections 302, 303 and 310 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act
of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1732, 1733, 1740) au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to
issue regulations providing for the use,
occupancy, and development of the
public lands through leases, permits,
and easements.

[52 FR 49115, Dec. 29, 1987]

§ 2920.0–5 Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:
(a) Authorized officer means any em-

ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to whom has been delegated the
authority to perform the duties de-
scribed in this part.

(b) Easement means an authorization
for a non-possessory, non-exclusive in-
terest in lands which specifies the
rights of the holder and the obligation
of the Bureau of Land Management to
use and manage the lands in a manner
consistent with the terms of the ease-
ment.

(c) Lease means an authorization to
possess and use public lands for a fixed
period of time.

(d) Permit means a short-term rev-
ocable authorization to use public
lands for specified purposes.

(e) Land use proposal means an infor-
mal statement, in writing, from any
person to the authorized officer re-
questing consideration of a specified
use of the public lands.

(f) Land use plan means resource
management plans or management
framework plans prepared by the Bu-
reau of Land Management pursuant to
its land use planning system.
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(g) Public lands means lands or inter-
ests in lands administered by the Bu-
reau of Land Management, except
lands located on the Outer Continental
Shelf and lands held for the benefit of
Indians, Aleuts and Eskimos.

(h) Person means any person or entity
legally capable of conveying and hold-
ing lands or interests therein, under
the laws of the State within which the
lands or interests therein are located,
who is a citizen of the United States,
or in the case of a corporation, is sub-
ject to the laws of any State or of the
United States.

(i) Proponent means any person who
submits a land use proposal, either on
his/her own initiative or in response to
a notice for submission of such pro-
posals.

(j) Applicant means any person who
submits an application for a land use
authorization under this part.

(k) Casual use means any short term
non-commercial activity which does
not cause appreciable damage or dis-
turbance to the public lands, their re-
sources or improvements, and which is
not prohibited by closure of the lands
to such activities.

(l) Land use authorization means any
authorization to use the public lands
issued under this part.

(m) Knowing and willful means that a
violation is knowingly and willfully
committed if it constitutes the vol-
untary or conscious performance of an
act which is prohibited or the vol-
untary or conscious failure to perform
an act or duty that is required. The
terms does not include performances or
failures to perform which are honest
mistakes or which are merely inad-
vertent. The term includes, but does
not require, performances or failures to
perform which result from a criminal
or evil intent or from a specific intent
to violate the law. The knowing or
willful nature of conduct may be estab-
lished by plain indifference to or reck-
less disregard of the requirements of
law, regulations, orders, or terms of a
lease. A consistent pattern of perform-
ance or failure to perform also may be
sufficient to establish the knowing or
willful nature of the conduct, where
such consistent pattern is neither the
result of honest mistake or mere inad-
vertency. Conduct which is otherwise

regarded as being knowing or willful is
rendered neither accidental nor miti-
gated in character by the belief that
the conduct is reasonable or legal.

[46 FR 5777, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 52
FR 49115, Dec. 29, 1987]

§ 2920.0–6 Policy.

(a) Land use authorizations shall be
issued only at fair market value and
only for those uses that conform with
Bureau of Land Management plans,
policy, objectives and resource man-
agement programs. Conformance with
land use authorizations will be deter-
mined through the planning process
and procedures provided in part 1600 of
this title.

(b) In determining the informational
and procedural requirements, the au-
thorized officer will consider the dura-
tion of the anticipated use, its impact
on the public lands and resources and
the investment required by the antici-
pated use.

§ 2920.0–9 Information collection.

(a) The information collection re-
quirements contained in Part 2920 have
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq., and assigned clearance number
1004–0009. The BLM will use the infor-
mation in considering land use pro-
posals and applications. You must re-
spond to obtain a benefit under Section
302 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C.
1732).

(b) Public reporting burden for this
information is estimated to average
7.43 hours, including the time for re-
viewing instructions, searching exist-
ing data sources, gathering and main-
taining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden, to the Information Collection
Clearance Officer, Bureau of Land Man-
agement (DW–101), Building 50, Denver
Federal Center, P.O. Box 25047, Denver,
Colorado 80225, and to the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork
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Reduction Project, 1004–0009, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20503.

[61 FR 32353, June 24, 1996]

§ 2920.1 Uses.

§ 2920.1–1 Authorized use.
Any use not specifically authorized

under other laws or regulations and not
specifically forbidden by law may be
authorized under this part. Uses which
may be authorized include residential,
agricultural, industrial, and commer-
cial, and uses that cannot be author-
ized under title V of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act or section
28 of the Mineral Leasing Act. Land use
authorizations shall be granted under
the following categories:

(a) Leases shall be used to authorize
uses of public lands involving substan-
tial construction, development, or land
improvement and the investment of
large amounts of capital which are to
be amortized over time. A lease con-
veys a possessory interest and is rev-
ocable only in accordance with its
terms and the provisions of § 2920.9–3 of
this title. Leases shall be issued for a
term, determined by the authorized of-
ficer, that is consistent with the time
required to amortize the capital invest-
ment.

(b) Permits shall be used to authorize
uses of public lands for not to exceed 3
years that involve either little or no
land improvement, construction, or in-
vestment, or investment which can be
amortized within the term of the per-
mit. A permit conveys no possessory
interest. The permit is renewable at
the discretion of the authorized officer
and may be revoked in accordance with
its terms and the provisions of § 2920.9–
3 of this title. Permits shall be issued
on a form approved by the Director,
Bureau of Land Management, that has
been filed by the applicant with the ap-
propriate Bureau of Land Management
office.

(c) Easements may be used to assure
that uses of public lands are compat-
ible with non-Federal uses occurring on
adjacent or nearby land. The term of
the easement shall be determined by
the authorized officer. An easement
granted under this part may be issued
only for purposes not authorized under
title V of the Federal Land Policy and

Management Act or section 28 of the
Mineral Leasing Act.

(d) No land use authorization is re-
quired under the regulations in this
part for casual use of the public lands.

[52 FR 49115, Dec. 29, 1987]

§ 2920.1–2 Unauthorized use.
(a) Any use, occupancy, or develop-

ment of the public lands, other than
casual use as defined in § 2920.0–5(k) of
this title, without authorization under
the procedures in § 2920.1–1 of this title,
shall be considered a trespass. Anyone
determined by the authorized officer to
be in trespass on the public lands shall
be notified of such trespass and shall be
liable to the United States for:

(1) The administrative costs incurred
by the United States as a consequence
of such trespass; and

(2) The fair market value rental of
the lands for the current year and past
years of trespass; and

(3) Rehabilitating and stabilizing the
lands that were the subject of such
trespass, or if the person determined to
be in trespass does not rehabilitate and
stabilize the lands determined to be in
trespass within the period set by the
authorized officer in the notice, he/she
shall be liable for the costs incurred by
the United States in rehabilitating and
stabilizing such lands.

(b) In addition, the following pen-
alties may be assessed by the author-
ized officer for a trespass not timely re-
solved under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion and where the trespass is deter-
mined to be:

(1) Nonwillful, twice the fair market
rental value which has accrued since
the inception of the trespass, not to ex-
ceed a total of 6 years; or

(2) Knowing and willful, three times
the fair market rental value which has
accrued since the inception of the tres-
pass, not to exceed a total of 6 years.

(c) For any person found to be in
trespass on the public lands under this
section, the authorized officer may
take action under § 2920.9–3 of this title
to terminate, revoke, or cancel any
land use authorization issued to such
person under this part.

(d) Failure to satisfy the liability and
penalty requirements imposed under
this section for unauthorized use of the
public lands may result in denial of:
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(1) A use authorization under this
part; and

(2) A request to purchase or exchange
public lands filed under subparts 2711
and 2201 of this title.

(e) Any person who knowingly and
willfully violates the regulations in
this part by using the public lands
without the authorization required by
this part, in addition to the civil pen-
alties provided for in this part, may be
subject to a fine of not more than $1,000
or imprisonment of not more than 12
months, or both under subpart 9262 of
this title.

(f) Any person adversely affected by a
decision issued under this section, may
appeal that decision under the provi-
sions of part 4 of this title.

[52 FR 49115, Dec. 29, 1987]

§ 2920.2 Procedures for public–initi-
ated land use proposals.

§ 2920.2–1 Discussion of proposals.
(a) Suggestions by land use proponent.

Any person who seeks to use public
lands may contact the Bureau of Land
Management office having jurisdiction
over the public lands in question and
discuss the land use proposal. This con-
tact should be made as early as pos-
sible so that administrative require-
ments and potential conflicts with
other land uses can be identified.

(b) Response by the authorized officer.
The authorized officer will discuss with
the land use proponent whether the re-
quested land use, suitability or non-
suitability of the requested land use
based on a preliminary examination of
existing land use plans, where avail-
able, is or is not in conformance with
Bureau of Land Management policies
and programs for the lands, local zon-
ing ordinances and any other pertinent
information. The authorized officer
will discuss administrative require-
ments for the type of land use author-
ization which may be granted (lease,
permit or easement), including, but not
limited to: additional information
which may be required; qualifications;
cost reimbursement requirements; as-
sociated clearances, other permits or
licenses which may be required; envi-
ronmental and management consider-
ations; and special requirements such
as competitive bidding and identifica-

tion of on-the-ground investigations
which may be required in order to issue
a land use authorization.

§ 2920.2–2 Minimum impact permits.
(a) The authorized officer may, with-

out publication of a notice of realty ac-
tion, issue a permit for a land use upon
a determination that the proposed use
is in conformance with Bureau of Land
Management plans, policies and pro-
grams, local zoning ordinances and any
other requirements and will not cause
appreciable damage or disturbance to
the public lands, their resources or im-
provements.

(b) Permit decisions made under
paragraph (a) of this section take effect
immediately upon execution, and re-
main in effect during the period of
time specified in the decision to issue
the permit. Any person whose interest
is adversely affected by a decision to
grant or deny a permit under para-
graph (a) of this section may appeal to
the Board of Land Appeals under part 4
of this title. However, decisions and
permits issued under paragraph (a) of
this section will remain in effect until
stayed.

[46 FR 5777, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 61
FR 32354, June 24, 1996]

§ 2920.2–3 Other land use proposals.
(a) A proposal for a land use author-

ization, including permits not covered
by § 2920.2–2 of this title, shall be sub-
mitted in writing to the Bureau of
Land Management office having juris-
diction over the public lands covered
by the proposal.

(b) The submission of a proposal
gives no right to use the public lands.

§ 2920.2–4 Proposal content.
(a) Proposals for a land use author-

ization shall include a description of
the proposed land use in sufficient de-
tail to enable the authorized officer to
evaluate the feasibility of the proposed
land use, the impacts if any, on the en-
vironment, the public or other benefits
from the proposed land use, the approx-
imate cost of the proposal, any threat
to the public health and safety posed
by the proposal and whether the pro-
posal is, in the proponent’s opinion, in
conformance with Bureau of Land Man-
agement plans, programs and policies
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for the public lands covered by the pro-
posal. The description shall include,
but not be limited to:

(1) Details of the proposed uses and
activities;

(2) A description of all facilities for
which authorization is sought, access
needs and special types of easements
that may be needed;

(3) A map of sufficient scale to allow
all of the required information to be
legible and a legal description of pri-
mary and alternative project locations;
and

(4) A schedule for construction of any
facilities.

(b) The proposal shall include the
name, legal mailing address and tele-
phone number of the land use pro-
ponent.

§ 2920.2–5 Proposal review.
(a) A land use proposal shall, upon

submission, be reviewed to determine if
the public lands covered by the pro-
posal are appropriate for the proposed
land use and if the proposal is other-
wise legal.

(b) If the proposal is found to be ap-
propriate for further consideration, the
authorized officer shall examine the
proposal and make one of the following
determinations:

(1) The proposed land use is in con-
formance with the appropriate land use
plan and can be approved;

(2) The proposed land use has not
been addressed in an existing land use
plan and shall be addressed in accord-
ance with the procedure in part 1600 of
this title;

(3) The proposed land use is in an
area not covered in an existing land
use plan and shall be processed in ac-
cordance with the procedure in § 1601.8
of this title; or

(4) The proposed land use is not in
conformance with the approved land
use plan. This determination may be
appealed under 43 CFR 4.400 for review
of the question of conformance with
the land use plan.

(c)(1) If a proposed land use does not
meet the requirements of this subpart
or is found not to be in conformance
with the land use plan, the authorized
officer shall so advise the proponent
and shall provide a written explanation
of the reasons the proposed use does

not meet the requirements of this sub-
part and/or is not in conformance with
an existing land use plan.

(2) Where a proposed land use is de-
termined not to be in conformance
with an approved land use plan, with
the land use plan, the authorized offi-
cer may consider the proposal for land
use as an application to amend or re-
vise the existing land use plan under
part 1600 of this title.

§ 2920.3 Bureau of Land Management
initiated land use proposals.

Where, as a result of the land use
planning process, the desirability of al-
lowing use of the public lands or pro-
viding increased service to the public
from such use of the public lands is
demonstrated, the authorized officer
may identify a use for the public land
and notify the public that proposals for
utilizing the land through a lease, per-
mit or easement will be considered.

§ 2920.4 Notice of realty action.

(a) A notice of realty action indi-
cating the availability of public lands
for non-Federal uses through lease,
permit or easement shall be issued,
published and sent to parties of inter-
est by the authorized officer, including,
but not limited to, adjoining land own-
ers and current or past land users,
when a determination has been made
that such public lands are available for
a particular use either through the
submission of a public initiated pro-
posal or through the land use planning
process.

(b) The notice shall include the use
proposed for the public lands and shall
notify the public that applications for
a lease, permit or easement shall be
considered. The notice shall specify the
form of negotiation, whether by com-
petitive or non-competitive bidding,
under which the land use authorization
shall be issued. A notice of realty ac-
tion is not a specific action imple-
menting a resource management plan
or amendment.

(c) The notice of realty action shall
be published once in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and once a week for 3 weeks
thereafter in a newspaper of general
circulation in the vicinity of the public
lands included in the land use proposal.
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(d) An application submitted before a
notice of realty action is published
shall not be processed and shall be re-
turned to the person who submitted it.
Return of an application shall not be
subject to appeal or protest.

§ 2920.5 Application procedure.

§ 2920.5–1 Filing of applications for
land use authorizations.

(a) Only after publication of a notice
of realty action shall an application for
a land use authorization be filed with
the Bureau of Land Management office
having jurisdiction over the public
lands covered by the application.

(b) The filing of an application gives
no right to use the public lands.

§ 2920.5–2 Application content.
(a) Applications for land use author-

izations shall include a reference to the
notice of realty action under which the
application is filed and a description of
the proposed land use in sufficient de-
tail to enable the authorized officer to
evaluate the feasibility of the proposed
land use, the impacts, if any, on the en-
vironment, the public or other benefits
from the land use, the approximate
cost of the proposed land use, any
threat to the public health and safety
posed by the proposed use and whether
the proposed use is, in the opinion of
the applicant, in conformance with the
Bureau of Land Management plans,
programs and policies for the public
lands covered by the proposed use. The
description shall include, but not be
limited to:

(1) Details of the proposed uses and
activities;

(2) A description of all facilities for
which authorization is sought, access
needs and special types of easements
that may be needed;

(3) A map of sufficient scale to allow
all of the required information to be
legible and a legal description of pri-
mary and alternative project locations;
and

(4) A schedule for construction of any
facilities.

(b) Additional information:
(1) After review of the project de-

scription, the authorized officer may
require the applicant(s) to fund or to
perform additional studies or submit

additional environmental data, or
both, so as to enable the Bureau of
Land Management to prepare an envi-
ronmental analysis in accordance with
section 102(2)(C) of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.); and comply with the re-
quirements of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470);
The Archeological and Historic Preser-
vation Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 469 et seq.);
Executive Order 11593, ‘‘Protection and
Enhancement of the Cultural Environ-
ment’’ of May 13, 1971 (36 FR 8921);
‘‘Procedures for the Protection of His-
toric and Cultural Properties’’ (36 CFR
part 300); and other laws and regula-
tions as applicable.

(2) An application for the use of pub-
lic lands may require additional pri-
vate, State, local or other Federal
agency licenses, permits, easements,
certificates or other approval docu-
ments. The authorized officer may re-
quire the applicant to furnish such doc-
uments, or proof of application for such
documents, as part of the application.

(3) The authorized officer may re-
quire evidence that the applicant has,
or prior to commencement of construc-
tion will have, the technical and finan-
cial capability to construct, operate,
maintain and terminate the authorized
land use.

(c) The application shall include the
name and legal mailing address of the
applicant.

(d) Business Associations. If the appli-
cant is other than an individual, the
application shall include the name and
address of an agent authorized to re-
ceive notice of actions pertaining to
the application.

(e) Federal departments and agencies.
Federal departments and agencies are
not qualified to hold land use author-
izations under this authority.

(f) If any of the information required
in this section has already been sub-
mitted as part of a land use proposal
submitted under § 2920.2 of this title,
the application need only refer to that
proposal by filing date, office and case
number. The applicant shall certify
that there have been no changes in any
of the information.
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§ 2920.5–3 Application review.

Every application shall be reviewed
to determine if it conforms to the no-
tice of realty action. If the application
does not meet the requirements of this
subpart, the application may be denied,
and the applicant shall be so advised in
writing, with an explanation.

§ 2920.5–4 Competitive or non-competi-
tive bids.

(a) Competitive. Land use authoriza-
tions may be offered on a competitive
basis if, in the judgment of the author-
ized officer, a competitive interest ex-
ists or if no equities, such as prior use
of the lands, warrant non-competitive
land use authorization. Land use au-
thorizations shall be awarded on the
basis of the public benefit to be pro-
vided, the financial and technical capa-
bility of the bidder to undertake the
project and the bid offered. A bid at
less than fair market value shall not be
considered. Each bidder shall submit
information required by the notice of
realty action.

(b) Non-competitive. Land use author-
izations may be offered on a nego-
tiated, non-competitive basis, when, in
the judgement of the authorized officer
equities, such as prior use of the lands,
exist, no competitive interest exists or
where competitive bidding would rep-
resent unfair competitive and eco-
nomic disadvantage to the originator
of the unique land use concept. The
non-competitive bid shall not be for
less than fair market value.

§ 2920.5–5 Application processing.

(a) After review of applications filed,
the authorized officer shall select one
application for further processing in
accordance with the notice of realty
action. The authorized officer shall
provide public notice of the selection of
an applicant and notify the selected ap-
plicant, in writing, of the selection. All
other applications shall be rejected and
returned to the applicants.

(b) The selected land use applicant
shall submit any additional informa-
tion that the authorized officer con-
siders necessary to process the land use
authorization.

§ 2920.6 Reimbursement of costs.

(a) When two or more applications
are submitted for a land use authoriza-
tion, each applicant shall be liable for
the identifiable costs of processing his
(or her) application. Where the costs of
processing two or more applications
cannot be readily identified with par-
ticular applications, all applicants
shall be liable for such costs, to be di-
vided equally among them.

(b) The selected land use applicant
shall reimburse the United States for
reasonable administrative and other
costs incurred by the United States in
processing a land use authorization ap-
plication and in monitoring construc-
tion, operation, maintenance and reha-
bilitation of facilities authorized under
this part, including preparation of re-
ports and statements required by the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (43 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). The reim-
bursement of costs shall be in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 2803.1–1 of
this title, except that any permit
whose total rental is less than $250
shall be exempt from reimbursement of
costs requirements.

(c) The authorized officer may, before
beginning any processing of a land use
authorization application, require pay-
ment, as may be needed, to cover the
estimated costs of processing the appli-
cation. Before granting a land use au-
thorization, the authorized officer shall
assess and collect the actual costs of
processing after furnishing the appli-
cant with a statement of costs. This
payment shall be determined in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 2803 of this
title.

(d) A selected applicant who with-
draws, in writing, a land use applica-
tion before a final decision is reached
on the authorization is responsible for
all costs incurred by the United States
in processing the application up to the
day that the authorized officer receives
notice of the withdrawal and for costs
subsequently incurred by the United
States in terminating the proposed
land use authorization process. Reim-
bursement of such costs shall be paid
within 30 days of receipt of notice from
the authorized officer of the amount
due.
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(e) Advance payments based on a
schedule of rates developed by the au-
thorized officer, are required for moni-
toring of operations and maintenance
during the term of the land use author-
ization, which amount shall be paid si-
multaneously with the rental payment
required by § 2920.8(a) of this title.

(f) The selected applicant shall, be-
fore a land use authorization is issued,
submit a payment based on a schedule
of rates developed by the Director, Bu-
reau of Land Management, for moni-
toring rehabilitation or restoration of
the lands upon expiration of the land
use authorization.

(g) If payment, as required by para-
graphs (b), (d) and (e) of this section,
exceeds actual costs to the United
States, refund may be made by the au-
thorized officer from applicable funds
under authority of 43 U.S.C. 1734, or the
authorized officer may adjust the next
billing to reflect the overpayment. Nei-
ther an applicant nor a holder of land
use authorization shall set off or other-
wise deduct any debt due to or any sum
claimed to be owed them by the United
States without the prior written ap-
proval of the authorized officer.

(h) The authorized officer shall, on
request, give a selected applicant an
estimate, based on the best available
cost information, of the costs, which
may be incurred by the United States
in processing the proposed land use au-
thorization. However, reimbursement
shall not be limited to the estimate of
the authorized officer if actual costs
exceed the projected estimate.

(i) When through partnership, joint
venture or other business arrangement,
more than one person, partnership, cor-
poration, association or other entity
jointly make application for a land use
authorization, each such party shall be
jointly and severally liable for the
costs under this section.

(j) Requests for modification of or ad-
dition to the land use authorization or
reconstruction or relocation of any au-
thorized facilities shall be treated as a
new application for cost recovery pur-
poses and are subject to the cost re-
quirements of this section.

§ 2920.7 Terms and conditions.
(a) In all land use authorizations the

United States reserves the right to use

the public lands or to authorize the use
of the public lands by the general pub-
lic in any way compatible or consistent
with the authorized land use and such
reservations shall be included as a part
of all land use authorizations. Author-
ized representatives of the Department
of the Interior, other Federal agencies
and State and local law enforcement
personnel shall at all times have the
right to enter the premises on official
business. Holders shall not close or
otherwise obstruct the use of roads or
trails commonly in public use.

(b) Each land use authorization shall
contain terms and conditions which
shall:

(1) Carry out the purposes of applica-
ble law and regulations issued there-
under;

(2) Minimize damage to scenic, cul-
tural and aesthetic values, fish and
wildlife habitat and otherwise protect
the environment;

(3) Require compliance with air and
water quality standards established
pursuant to applicable Federal or State
law; and

(4) Require compliance with State
standards for public health and safety,
environmental protection, siting, con-
struction, operation and maintenance
of, or for, such use if those standards
are more stringent than applicable
Federal standards.

(c) Land use authorizations shall also
contain such other terms and condi-
tions as the authorized officer con-
siders necessary to:

(1) Protect Federal property and eco-
nomic interests;

(2) Manage efficiently the public
lands which are subject to the use or
adjacent to or occupied by such use;

(3) Protect lives and property;
(4) Protect the interests of individ-

uals living in the general area of the
use who rely on the fish, wildlife and
other biotic resources of the area for
subsistence purposes;

(5) Require the use to be located in
an area which shall cause least damage
to the environment, taking into con-
sideration feasibility and other rel-
evant factors; and

(6) Otherwise protect the public in-
terest.

(d) A holder shall be required to se-
cure authorization under applicable
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law to pay in advance the fair market
value, as determined by the authorized
officer, of any mineral, vegetative ma-
terials (including timber) to be cut, re-
moved, used or destroyed on public
lands.

(e) A holder shall not use the public
lands for any purposes other than those
specified in the land use authorization
without the approval of the authorized
officer.

(f) Liability provisions:
(1) Holders of a land use authoriza-

tion and all owners of any interest in,
and all affiliates or subsidiaries of any
holder of a land use authorization
issued under these regulations shall
pay the United States the full value for
all injuries or damage to public lands
or other property of the United States
caused by the holder or by its employ-
ees, agents or servants, or by a con-
tractor, its employees, agents or serv-
ants, except holders shall be held to
standards of strict liability where the
Secretary of the Interior determines
that the activities taking place on the
area covered by the land use authoriza-
tion present a foreseeable hazard or
risk of danger to public lands or other
property of the United States. Strict li-
ability shall not be applied where such
damages or injuries result from acts of
war or negligence of the United States.

(2) Holders of a land use authoriza-
tion and all owners of any interest in,
and affiliates or subsidiaries of any
holder of a land use authorization
issued under these regulations shall
pay third parties the full value of all
injuries or damage to life, person or
property caused by the holder, its em-
ployees, agents or servants or by a con-
tractor, its employees, agents or serv-
ants.

(3) Holders of a land use authoriza-
tion shall indemnify or hold harmless
the United States against any liability
for damages to life, person or property
arising from the authorized occupancy
or use of the public lands under the
land use authorization. Where a land
use authorization is issued to a State
or local government or any agency or
instrumentality thereof, which has no
legal power to assume such liability
with respect to damages caused by it to
lands or property, such State or local

government or agency in lieu thereof
shall be required to repair all damages.

(g) The authorized officer may re-
quire a bond or other security satisfac-
tory to him/her to insure the fulfill-
ment of the terms and conditions of
the land use authorization.

(h) Any land use authorization exist-
ing on the effective date of this regula-
tion is not affected by this regulation
and shall continue to be administered
under the statutory authority under
which it was issued. However, by filing
a proposal for amendment or renewal,
the holder of a land use authorization
shall be considered to have agreed to
convert the entire authorization to the
current statutory authority and the
regulations in effect at the time of ap-
proval of the amendment or renewal.

(i) The holder of a land use authoriza-
tion who has complied with the provi-
sions thereof, shall, upon the filing of a
request for renewal, be the preferred
user for a new land use authorization
provided that the public lands are not
needed for another use. Renewal, if
granted, shall be subject to new terms
and conditions. If so specified in the
terms of a permit, the permit may be
automatically renewable upon pay-
ment of the annual rental unless the
authorized officer notifies the per-
mittee within 60 days of the expiration
date of the permit that the permit
shall not be renewed.

(j) Land use authorizations may be
transferred in whole or in part but only
under the following conditions:

(1) The transferee shall comply with
the provisions of § 2920.2–3 of this title;

(2) The authorized officer may mod-
ify the terms and conditions of the
land use authorization and the trans-
feree shall agree, in writing, to comply
with and be bound by the terms and
conditions of the authorization as
modified; and

(3) Transfers shall not take effect
until approved by the authorized offi-
cer.

(k) If public lands included in a lease
or easement are to be disposed of, the
conveyance shall be made subject to
the lease or easement. Permits shall be
revoked prior to disposal of the public
lands.
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§ 2920.8 Fees.
(a) Rental. (1) Holders of a land use

authorization shall pay annually or
otherwise as determined by the author-
ized officer, in advance, a rental as de-
termined by the authorized officer. The
rental shall be based either upon the
fair market value of the rights author-
ized in the land use authorization or as
determined by competitive bidding. In
no case shall the rental be less than
fair market value.

(2) Rental fees for leases and ease-
ments may be adjusted every 5 years or
earlier, as determined by the author-
ized officer, to reflect current fair mar-
ket value.

(3) The rental fees required by this
section are payable when due, and a
late charge of 1 percent per month of
the unpaid amount or $15 per month,
whichever is greater, shall be assessed
if subsequent billings are required.
Failure to pay the rental fee in a time-
ly manner is cause for termination of
the land use authorization.

(b) Processing fee. Each request for re-
newal, transfer or assignment of a
lease or easement shall be accompanied
by a non-refundable processing fee of
$25. The authorized officer may waive
or reduce this fee for requests for per-
mit renewals which can be processed
with a minimal amount of work.

§ 2920.9 Supervision of the land use
authorization.

§ 2920.9–1 Construction phase.
(a) Unless otherwise stated in the

land use authorization, construction
may proceed immediately upon receipt
and acceptance of the land use author-
ization by the selected applicant.

(b) Where an authorization to use
public lands provides that no construc-
tion shall occur until specific permis-
sion to begin construction is granted,
no construction shall occur until an
appropriate Notice to Proceed has been
issued by the authorized officer, fol-
lowing the submission and approval of
required plans or documents.

(c) The authorized officer shall in-
spect and monitor construction as nec-
essary, to assure compliance with ap-
proved plans and protection of the re-
sources, the environment and the pub-
lic health, safety and welfare.

(d) The holder of a land use author-
ization may be required to designate a
field representative who can accept and
act on guidance and instructions from
the authorized officer.

(e) The holder of a land use author-
ization may be required to provide
proof of construction to the approved
plan and required standards. There-
after, operation of the authorized fa-
cilities may begin.

§ 2920.9–2 Operation and maintenance.
The authorized officer shall inspect

and monitor the operation and mainte-
nance of the land use authorization
area, its facilities and improvements to
assure compliance with the plan of
management and protection of the re-
sources, the environment and the pub-
lic health, safety and welfare, and the
holder of the land use authorization
shall take corrective action as required
by the authorized officer.

§ 2920.9–3 Termination and suspen-
sion.

(a) Land use authorizations may be
terminated under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) If a land use authorization pro-
vides by its terms that it shall termi-
nate on the occurrence of a fixed or
agreed-upon event, the land use au-
thorization shall thereupon automati-
cally terminate by operation of law
upon the occurrence of such event.

(2) Noncompliance with applicable
law, regulations or terms and condi-
tions of the land use authorization.

(3) Failure of the holder to use the
land use authorization for the purpose
for which it was authorized. Failure to
construct or nonuse for any continuous
2-year period shall constitute a pre-
sumption of abandonment and termi-
nation.

(4) Mutual agreement that the land
use authorization should be termi-
nated.

(5) Nonpayment of rent for 2 consecu-
tive months, following notice of pay-
ment due.

(6) So that the public lands covered
by the permit can be disposed of or
used for any other purpose.

(b)(1) Upon determination that there
is noncompliance with the terms and
conditions of a land use authorization
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which adversely affects the public
health, safety or welfare or the envi-
ronment, the authorized officer shall
issue an immediate temporary suspen-
sion.

(2) The authorized officer may give
an immediate temporary susension
order orally or in writing at the site of
the activity to the holder or a con-
tractor or subcontractor of the holder,
or to any representative, agent, em-
ployee or contractor of any of them,
and the suspended activity shall cease
at that time. As soon as practicable,
the authorized officer shall confirm the
order by a written notice to the holder
addressed to the holder or the holder’s
designated agent. The authorized offi-
cer may also take such action consid-
ered necessary to require correction of
such defects prior to an administrative
proceeding.

(3) The authorized officer may order
immediate temporary suspension of an
activity regardless of any action that
has been or is being taken by another
Federal agency or a State agency.

(4) An order of temporary suspension
of activities shall remain effective
until the authorized officer issues an
order permitting resumption of activi-
ties.

(5) Any time after an order of suspen-
sion has been issued, the holder may
file with the authorized officer a re-
quest for permission to resume. The re-
quest shall be in writing and shall con-
tain a statement of the facts sup-
porting the request.

(6) The authorized officer may render
an order to either grant or deny the re-
quest to resume within 5 working days
of the date the request is filed. If the
authorized officer does not render an
order on the request within 5 working
days, the request shall be considered
denied, the holder shall have the same
right to appeal the denial as if an order
denying the request had been issued.

(c) Process for termination or suspen-
sion other than temporary immediate
suspension.

(1) Prior to commencing any pro-
ceeding to suspend or terminate a land
use authorization, the authorized offi-
cer shall give written notice to the
holder of the legal grounds for such ac-
tion and shall give the holder a reason-
able time to correct any noncompli-
ance.

(2) After due notice of termination or
suspension to the holder of a land use
authorization, if noncompliance still
exists after a reasonable time, the au-
thorized officer shall give written no-
tice to the holder and refer the matter
to the Office of Hearings and Appeals
for a hearing before an Administrative
Law Judge pursuant to 43 CFR 4.420–
4.439. The authorized officer shall sus-
pend or revoke the land use authoriza-
tion if the Administrative Law Judge
determines that grounds for suspension
or revocation exists and that such ac-
tion is justified.

(3) The authorized officer shall termi-
nate a suspension order when the au-
thorized officer determines that the
violation causing such suspension has
been rectified.

(d) Upon termination, revocation or
cancellation of a land use authoriza-
tion, the holder shall remove all struc-
tures and improvements except those
owned by the United States within 60
days of the notice of termination, rev-
ocation or cancellation and shall re-
store the site to its pre-use condition,
unless otherwise agreed upon in writ-
ing or in the land use authorization. If
the holder fails to remove all such
structures or improvements within a
reasonable period, they shall become
the property of the United States, but
that shall not relieve the holder of li-
ability for the cost of their removal
and restoration of the site.
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SUBCHAPTER C—MINERALS MANAGEMENT (3000)

Group 3000—Minerals
Management

NOTE: The information collection require-
ments contained in part 3000 have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3507 and assigned
clearance number 1004–0145. The information
is being collected to allow the authorized of-
ficer to determine if the applicant applying
to engage in exploratory activity on the pub-
lic lands is qualified to engage in that activ-
ity. This information will be used in making
that determination. The obligation to re-
spond is required to obtain a benefit.

[See 48 FR 33659, July 22, 1983, as amended at
53 FR 17375, May 16, 1988]

PART 3000—MINERALS
MANAGEMENT: GENERAL

Subpart 3000—General

Sec.
3000.0–5 Definitions.
3000.1 Nondiscrimination.
3000.2 False statements.
3000.3 Unlawful interests.
3000.4 Appeals.
3000.5 Limitations on time to institute suit

to contest a decision of the Secretary.
3000.6 Filing of documents.
3000.7 Multiple development.
3000.8 Management of Federal minerals

from reserved mineral estates.
3000.9 Enforcement.

AUTHORITY: Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended and supplemented (30 U.S.C. 181 et
seq), the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
Lands of 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359),
the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 3101 et
seq), the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq), the
Federal Property and Administrative Serv-
ices Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.), the Act
of May 21, 1930 (30 U.S.C. 301–306), the Omni-
bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Pub.
L. 97–35), the Independent Offices Appropria-
tions Act of 1952 (31 U.S.C. 483a), the Depart-
ment of the Interior Appropriations Act, Fis-
cal Year 1981 (42 U.S.C. 6508), and the Attor-
ney General’s Opinion of Apr. 2, 1941 (40 Op.
Atty. Gen. 41).

SOURCE: 48 FR 33659, July 22, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3000—General

§ 3000.0–5 Definitions.

As used in Groups 3000 and 3100 of
this title, the term:

(a) Gas means any fluid, either com-
bustible or noncombustible, which is
produced in a natural state from the
earth and which maintains a gaseous
or rarefied state at ordinary tempera-
tures and pressure conditions.

(b) Oil means all nongaseous hydro-
carbon substances other than those
substances leasable as coal, oil shale or
gilsonite (including all vein-type solid
hydrocarbons).

(c) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Interior.

(d) Director means the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management.

(e) Authorized officer means any em-
ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment authorized to perform the duties
described in Group 3000 and 3100.

(f) Proper BLM office means the Bu-
reau of Land Management office hav-
ing jurisdiction over the lands subject
to the regulations in Groups 3000 and
3100, except that all oil and gas lease
offers, and assignments or transfers for
lands in Alaska shall be filed in the
Alaska State Office, Anchorage, Alas-
ka.

(See § 1821–2–1 of this title for office lo-
cation and area of jurisdiction of Bu-
reau of Land Management offices.)

(g) Public domain lands means lands,
including mineral estates, which never
left the ownership of the United States,
lands which were obtained by the
United States in exchange for public
domain lands, lands which have re-
verted to the ownership of the United
States through the operation of the
public land laws and other lands spe-
cifically identified by the Congress as
part of the public domain.

(h) Acquired lands means lands which
the United States obtained by deed
through purchase or gift, or through
condemnation proceedings, including
lands previously disposed of under the
public land laws including the mining
laws.
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(i) Anniversary date means the same
day and month in succeeding years as
that on which the lease became effec-
tive.

(j) Act means the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920, as amended and supple-
mented (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.).

(k) Party in interest means a party
who is or will be vested with any inter-
est under the lease as defined in para-
graph (l) of this section. No one is a
sole party in interest with respect to
an application, offer, competitive bid
or lease in which any other party has
an interest;

(l) Interest means ownership in a lease
or prospective lease of all or a portion
of the record title, working interest,
operating rights, overriding royalty,
payments out of production, carried in-
terests, net profit share or similar in-
strument for participation in the ben-
efit derived from a lease. An interest
may be created by direct or indirect
ownership, including options. Interest
does not mean stock ownership, stock-
holding or stock control in an applica-
tion, offer, competitive bid or lease, ex-
cept for purposes of acreage limita-
tions in § 3101.2 of this title and quali-
fications of lessees in subpart 3102 of
this title.

(m) Surface managing agency means
any Federal agency outside of the De-
partment of the Interior with jurisdic-
tion over the surface overlying feder-
ally-owned minerals.

(n) Service means the Minerals Man-
agement Service.

(o) Bureau means the Bureau of Land
Management.

[48 FR 33659, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 17351, May 16,
1988; 53 FR 22835, June 17, 1988]

§ 3000.1 Nondiscrimination.
Any person acquiring a lease under

this chapter shall comply fully with
the equal opportunity provisions of Ex-
ecutive Order 11246 of September 24,
1965, as amended, and the rules, regula-
tions and relevant orders of the Sec-
retary of Labor (41 CFR part 60 and 43
CFR part 17).

§ 3000.2 False statements.
Under the provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1001,

it is a crime punishable by 5 years im-
prisonment or a fine of up to $10,000, or

both, for any person knowingly and
willfully to submit or cause to be sub-
mitted to any agency of the United
States any false or fraudulent state-
ment(s) as to any matter within the
agency’s jurisdiction.

§ 3000.3 Unlawful interests.

No member of, or delegate to, Con-
gress, or Resident Commissioner, and
no employee of the Department of the
Interior, except as provided in 43 CFR
part 20, shall be entitled to acquire or
hold any Federal lease, or interest
therein. (Officer, agent or employee of
the Department—see 43 CFR part 20;
Member of Congress—see R.S. 3741; 41
U.S.C. 22; 18 U.S.C. 431–433.)

§ 3000.4 Appeals.

Except as provided in §§ 3101.7–3(b),
3120.1–3, 3165.4, and 3427.2 of this title,
any party adversely affected by a deci-
sion of the authorized officer made pur-
suant to the provisions of Group 3000 or
Group 3100 of this title shall have a
right of appeal pursuant to part 4 of
this title.

[53 FR 22835, June 17, 1988]

§ 3000.5 Limitations on time to insti-
tute suit to contest a decision of the
Secretary.

No action contesting a decision of
the Secretary involving any oil or gas
lease, offer or application shall be
maintained unless such action is com-
menced or taken within 90 days after
the final decision of the Secretary re-
lating to such matter.

§ 3000.6 Filing of documents.

All necessary documents shall be
filed in the proper BLM office. A docu-
ment shall be considered filed when it
is received in the proper BLM office
during regular business hours (see
§ 1821.2 of this title).

§ 3000.7 Multiple development.

The granting of a permit or lease for
the prospecting, development or pro-
duction of deposits of any one mineral
shall not preclude the issuance of other
permits or leases for the same lands for
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deposits of other minerals with suit-
able stipulations for simultaneous op-
eration, nor the allowance of applica-
ble entries, locations or selections of
leased lands with a reservation of the
mineral deposits to the United States.

§ 3000.8 Management of Federal min-
erals from reserved mineral estates.

Where nonmineral public land dis-
posal statutes provide that in convey-
ances of title all or certain minerals
shall be reserved to the United States
together with the right to prospect for,
mine and remove the minerals under
applicable law and regulations as the
Secretary may prescribe, the lease or
sale, and administration and manage-
ment of the use of such minerals shall
be accomplished under the regulations
of Groups 3000 and 3100 of this title.
Such mineral estates include, but are
not limited to, those that have been or
will be reserved under the authorities
of the Small Tract Act of June 1, 1938,
as amended (43 U.S.C. 682(b)) and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

[53 FR 17351, May 16, 1988]

§ 3000.9 Enforcement.

Provisions of section 41 of the Act
shall be enforced by the United States
Department of Justice.

[53 FR 22835, June 17, 1988]

Group 3100—Oil and Gas Leasing

NOTE: The information collection require-
ments contained in parts 3100, 3110, 3120, 3130,
3140, 3150, and 3160 have been approved by the
Office of Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance numbers
1004–0034, 1004–0065, 1004–0067, 1004–0074, 1004–
0132, 1004–0134, 1004–0135, 1004–0136, 1004–0137,
1004–0138, and 1004–0145. The information is
being collected to allow the authorized offi-
cer to determine if an applicant to lease, ex-
plore for or develop Federal oil and gas is
qualified to hold such lease. This informa-
tion will be used in making that determina-
tion. The obligation to respond is required to
obtain a benefit.

(See 48 FR 33661, July 22, 1983, as amended at
48 FR 40889, Sept. 12, 1983; 53 FR 17375, May
16, 1988; 53 FR 31959, Aug. 22, 1988)

PART 3100—OIL AND GAS LEASING

Subpart 3100—Oil and Gas Leasing:
General

Sec.
3100.0–3 Authority.
3100.0–5 Definitions.
3100.0–9 Information collection.
3100.1 Helium.
3100.2 Drainage.
3100.2–1 Compensation for drainage.
3100.2–2 Drilling and production or payment

of compensatory royalty.
3100.3 Options.
3100.3–1 Enforceability.
3100.3–2 Effect of option on acreage.
3100.3–3 Option statements.
3100.4 Public availability of information.

Subpart 3101—Issuance of Leases

3101.1 Lease terms and conditions.
3101.1–1 Lease form.
3101.1–2 Surface use rights.
3101.1–3 Stipulations and information no-

tices.
3101.1–4 Modification or waiver of lease

terms and stipulations.
3101.2 Acreage limitations.
3101.2–1 Public domain lands.
3101.2–2 Acquired lands.
3101.2–3 Excepted acreage.
3101.2–4 Excess acreage.
3101.2–5 Computation.
3101.2–6 Showing required.
3101.3 Leases within unit areas.
3101.3–1 Joinder evidence required.
3101.3–2 Separate leases to issue.
3101.4 Lands covered by application to close

lands to mineral leasing.
3101.5 National Wildlife Refuge System

lands.
3101.5–1 Wildlife refuge lands.
3101.5–2 Coordination lands.
3101.5–3 Alaska wildlife areas.
3101.5–4 Stipulations.
3101.6 Recreation and public purposes lands.
3101.7 Federal lands administered by an

agency outside of the Department of the
Interior.

3101.7–1 General requirements.
3101.7–2 Action by the Bureau of Land Man-

agement.
3101.7–3 Appeals.
3101.8 State’s or charitable organization’s

ownership of surface overlying Feder-
ally-owned minerals.

Subpart 3102—Qualifications of Lessees

3102.1 Who may hold leases.
3102.2 Aliens.
3102.3 Minors.
3102.4 Signature.
3102.5 Compliance, certification of compli-

ance and evidence.
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3102.5–1 Compliance.
3102.5–2 Certification of compliance.
3102.5–3 Evidence of compliance.

Subpart 3103—Fees, Rentals and Royalty

3103.1 Payments.
3103.1–1 Form of remittance.
3103.1–2 Where submitted.
3103.2 Rentals.
3103.2–1 Rental requirements.
3103.2–2 Annual rental payments.
3103.3 Royalties.
3103.3–1 Royalty on production.
3103.3–2 Minimum royalties.
3103.4 Production incentives.
3103.4–1 Royalty reductions.
3103.4–2 Stripper well royalty reductions.
3103.4–3 Heavy oil royalty reductions.
3103.4–4 Suspension of operations and/or

production.

Subpart 3104—Bonds

3104.1 Bond obligations.
3104.2 Lease bond.
3104.3 Statewide and nationwide bonds.
3104.4 Unit operator’s bond.
3104.5 Increased amount of bonds.
3104.6 Where filed and number of copies.
3104.7 Default.
3104.8 Termination of period of liability.

Subpart 3105—Cooperative Conservation
Provisions

3105.1 Cooperative or unit agreement.
3105.2 Communitization or drilling agree-

ments.
3105.2–1 Where filed.
3105.2–2 Purpose.
3105.2–3 Requirements.
3105.3 Operating, drilling or development

contracts.
3105.3–1 Where filed.
3105.3–2 Purpose.
3105.3–3 Requirements.
3105.4 Combination for joint operations or

for transportation of oil.
3105.4–1 Where filed.
3105.4–2 Purpose.
3105.4–3 Requirements.
3105.4–4 Rights-of-way.
3105.5 Subsurface storage of oil and gas.
3105.5–1 Where filed.
3105.5–2 Purpose.
3105.5–3 Requirements.
3105.5–4 Extension of lease term.
3105.6 Consolidation of leases.

Subpart 3106—Transfers by Assignment,
Sublease or Otherwise

3106.1 Transfers, general.
3106.2 Qualifications of transferees.
3106.3 Filing fees.
3106.4 Forms.

3106.4–1 Transfers of record title and of op-
erating rights (subleases).

3106.4–2 Transfers of other interests, includ-
ing royalty interests and production pay-
ments.

3106.4–3 Mass transfers.
3106.5 Description of lands.
3106.6 Bonds.
3106.6–1 Lease bond.
3106.6–2 Statewide/nationwide bond.
3106.7 Approval of transfer.
3106.7–1 Failure to qualify.
3106.7–2 Continuing responsibility.
3106.7–3 Lease account status.
3106.7–4 Effective date of transfer.
3106.7–5 Effect of transfer.
3106.8 Other types of transfers.
3106.8–1 Heirs and devisees.
3106.8–2 Change of name.
3106.8–3 Corporate merger.

Subpart 3107—Continuation, Extension or
Renewal

3107.1 Extension by drilling.
3107.2 Production.
3107.2–1 Continuation by production.
3107.2–2 Cessation of production.
3107.2–3 Leases capable of production.
3107.3 Extension for terms of cooperative or

unit plan.
3107.3–1 Leases committed to plan.
3107.3–2 Segregation of leases committed in

part.
3107.3–3 20-year lease or any renewal there-

of.
3107.4 Extension by elimination.
3107.5 Extension of leases segregated by as-

signment.
3107.5–1 Extension after discovery on other

segregated portions.
3107.5–2 Undeveloped parts of leases in their

extended term.
3107.5–3 Undeveloped parts of producing

leases.
3107.6 Extension of reinstated leases.
3107.7 Exchange leases: 20-year term.
3107.8 Renewal leases.
3107.8–1 Requirements.
3107.8–2 Application.
3107.8–3 Approval.
3107.9 Other types.
3107.9–1 Payment of compensatory royalty.
3107.9–2 Subsurface storage of oil and gas.

Subpart 3108—Relinquishment,
Termination, Cancellation

3108.1 Relinquishments.
3108.2 Termination by operation of law and

reinstatement.
3108.2–1 Automatic termination.
3108.2–2 Reinstatement at existing rental

and royalty rates: Class I reinstate-
ments.

3108.2–3 Reinstatement at higher rental and
royalty rates: Class II reinstatements.
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3108.2–4 Conversion of unpatented oil placer
mining claims: Class III reinstatements.

3108.3 Cancellation.
3108.4 Bona fide purchasers.
3108.5 Waiver or suspension of lease rights.

Subpart 3109—Leasing Under Special Acts

3109.1 Rights-of-way.
3109.1–1 Generally.
3109.1–2 Application.
3109.1–3 Notice.
3109.1–4 Award of lease or compensatory

royalty agreement.
3109.1–5 Compensatory royalty agreement

or lease.
3109.2 Units of the National Park System.
3109.2–1 Authority to lease. [Reserved]
3109.2–2 Area subject to lease. [Reserved]
3109.3 Shasta and Trinity Units of the

Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National
Recreation Area.

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 3150(b) and 668dd; 30
U.S.C. 189, 306, and 359; 43 U.S.C. 1201, 1732(b),
1733, 1734, and 1740; 95 Stat. 748; and 111 Stat.
1629.

SOURCE: 48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3100—Onshore Oil and
Gas Leasing: General

§ 3100.0–3 Authority.
(a) Public domain. (1) Oil and gas in

public domain lands and lands returned
to the public domain under section 2370
of this title are subject to lease under
the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended and supplemented (30 U.S.C.
181 et seq.), by acts, including, but not
limited to, section 1009 of the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation
Act (16 U.S.C. 3148).

(2) Exceptions. (i) Units of the Na-
tional Park System, including lands
withdrawn by section 206 of the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation
Act, except as provided in paragraph
(g)(4) of this section;

(ii) Indian reservations;
(iii) Incorporated cities, towns and

villages;
(iv) Naval petroleum and oil shale re-

serves and the National Petroleum Re-
serve—Alaska.

(v) Lands north of 68 degrees north
latitude and east of the western bound-
ary of the National Petroleum Re-
serve—Alaska;

(vi) Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
in Alaska.

(vii) Lands recommended for wilder-
ness allocation by the surface man-
aging agency:

(viii) Lands within Bureau of Land
Management wilderness study areas;

(ix) Lands designated by Congress as
wilderness study areas, except where
oil and gas leasing is specifically al-
lowed to continue by the statute desig-
nating the study area;

(x) Lands within areas allocated for
wilderness or further planning in Exec-
utive Communication 1504, Ninety-
Sixth Congress (House Document num-
bered 96–119), unless such lands are al-
located to uses other than wilderness
by a land and resource management
plan or have been released to uses
other than wilderness by an Act of
Congress; and

(xi) Lands within the National Wil-
derness Preservation System, subject
to valid existing rights under section
4(d)(3) of the Wilderness Act estab-
lished before midnight, December 31,
1983, unless otherwise provided by law.

(b) Acquired lands. (1) Oil and gas in
acquired lands are subject to lease
under the Mineral Leasing Act for Ac-
quired Lands of August 7, 1947, as
amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359).

(2) Exceptions. (i) Units of the Na-
tional Park System, except as provided
in paragraph (g)(4) of this section;

(ii) Incorporated cities, towns and
villages;

(iii) Naval petroleum and oil shale re-
serves and the National Petroleum Re-
serve—Alaska;

(iv) Tidelands or submerged coastal
lands within the continental shelf adja-
cent or littoral to lands within the ju-
risdiction of the United States;

(v) Lands acquired by the United
States for development of helium, fis-
sionable material deposits or other
minerals essential to the defense of the
country, except oil, gas and other min-
erals subject to leasing under the Act;

(vi) Lands reported as excess under
the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949;

(vii) Lands acquired by the United
States by foreclosure or otherwise for
resale.

(viii) Lands recommended for wilder-
ness allocation by the surface man-
aging agency;
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(ix) Lands within Bureau of Land
Management wilderness study areas;

(x) Lands designated by Congress as
wilderness study areas, except where
oil and gas leasing is specifically al-
lowed to continue by the statute desig-
nating the study area;

(xi) Lands within areas allocated for
wilderness or further planning in Exec-
utive Communication 1504, Ninety-
Sixth Congress (House Document num-
bered 96–119), unless such lands are al-
located to uses other than wilderness
by a land and resource management
plan or have been released to uses
other than wilderness by an Act of
Congress; and

(xii) Lands within the National Wil-
derness Preservation System, subject
to valid existing rights under section
4(d)(3) of the Wilderness Act estab-
lished before midnight, December 31,
1983, unless otherwise provided by law.

(c) National Petroleum Reserve—
Alaska is subject to lease under the De-
partment of the Interior Appropria-
tions Act, Fiscal Year 1981 (42 U.S.C.
6508).

(d) Where oil or gas is being drained
from lands otherwise unavailable for
leasing, there is implied authority in
the agency having jurisdiction of those
lands to grant authority to the Bureau
of Land Management to lease such
lands (see 43 U.S.C. 1457; also Attorney
General’s Opinion of April 2, 1941 (Vol.
40 Op. Atty. Gen. 41)).

(e) Where lands previously withdrawn
or reserved from the public domain are
no longer needed by the agency for
which the lands were withdrawn or re-
served and such lands are retained by
the General Services Administration,
or where acquired lands are declared as
excess to or surplus by the General
Services Administration, authority to
lease such lands may be transferred to
the Department in accordance with the
Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949 and the Mineral
Leasing Act for Acquired Lands, as
amended.

(f) The Act of May 21, 1930 (30 U.S.C.
301–306), authorizes the leasing of oil
and gas deposits under certain rights-
of-way to the owner of the right-of-way
or any assignee.

(g)(1) The Act of May 9, 1942 (56 Stat.
273), as amended by the Act of October

25, 1949 (63 Stat. 886), authorizes leasing
on certain lands in Nevada.

(2) The Act of March 3, 1933 (47 Stat.
1487), as amended by the Act of June 5,
1936 (49 Stat. 1482) and the Act of June
29, 1936 (49 Stat. 2026), authorizes leas-
ing on certain lands patented to the
State of California.

(3) The Act of June 30, 1950 (16 U.S.C.
508(b)) authorizes leasing on certain
National Forest Service Lands in Min-
nesota.

(4) Units of the National Park System.
The Secretary is authorized to permit
mineral leasing in the following units
of the National Park System if he/she
finds that such disposition would not
have significant adverse effects on the
administration of the area and if lease
operations can be conducted in a man-
ner that will preserve the scenic, sci-
entific and historic features contrib-
uting to public enjoyment of the area,
pursuant to the following authorities:

(i) Lake Mead National Recreation
Area—The Act of October 8, 1964 (16
U.S.C. 460n et seq.).

(ii) Whiskeytown Unit of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National
Recreation Area—The Act of November
8, 1965 (79 Stat. 1295; 16 U.S.C. 460q et
seq.).

(iii) Ross Lake and Lake Chelan Na-
tional Recreation Areas—The Act of Oc-
tober 2, 1968 (82 Stat. 926; 16 U.S.C. 90 et
seq.).

(iv) Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area— The Act of October 27, 1972 (86
Stat. 1311; 16 U.S.C. 460dd et seq.).

(5) Shasta and Trinity Units of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National
Recreation Area. Section 6 of the Act of
November 8, 1965 (Pub. L. 89–336; 79
Stat. 1295), authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to permit the removal of
leasable minerals from lands (or inter-
est in lands) within the recreation area
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of Agriculture in accordance with the
Mineral Leasing Act of February 25,
1920, as amended (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.),
or the Acquired Lands Mineral Leasing
Act of August 7, 1947 (30 U.S.C. 351–359),
if he finds that such disposition would
not have significant adverse effects on
the purpose of the Central Valley
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project or the administration of the
recreation area.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 17351, 17352, May
16, 1988; 53 FR 22835, June 17, 1988; 53 FR
31958, Aug. 22, 1988]

§ 3100.0–5 Definitions.
As used in this part, the term:
(a) Operator means any person or en-

tity, including, but not limited to, the
lessee or operating rights owner, who
has stated in writing to the authorized
officer that it is responsible under the
terms and conditions of the lease for
the operations conducted on the leased
lands or a portion thereof.

(b) Unit operator means the person au-
thorized under the agreement approved
by the Department of the Interior to
conduct operations within the unit.

(c) Record title means a lessee’s inter-
est in a lease which includes the obli-
gation to pay rent, and the rights to
assign and relinquish the lease. Over-
riding royalty and operating rights are
severable from record title interests.

(d) Operating right (working interest)
means the interest created out of a
lease authorizing the holder of that
right to enter upon the leased lands to
conduct drilling and related oper-
ations, including production of oil or
gas from such lands in accordance with
the terms of the lease.

(e) Transfer means any conveyance of
an interest in a lease by assignment,
sublease or otherwise. This definition
includes the terms: Assignment which
means a transfer of all or a portion of
the lessee’s record title interest in a
lease; and sublease which means a
transfer of a non-record title interest
in a lease, i.e., a transfer of operating
rights is normally a sublease and a sub-
lease also is a subsidiary arrangement
between the lessee (sublessor) and the
sublessee, but a sublease does not in-
clude a transfer of a purely financial
interest, such as overriding royalty in-
terest or payment out of production,
nor does it affect the relationship im-
posed by a lease between the lessee(s)
and the United States.

(f) National Wildlife Refuge System
Lands means lands and water, or inter-
ests therein, administered by the Sec-
retary as wildlife refuges, areas for the
protection and conservation of fish and

wildlife that are threatened with ex-
tinction, wildlife management areas or
waterfowl production areas.

(g) Actual drilling operations includes
not only the physical drilling of a well,
but the testing, completing or equip-
ping of such well for production.

(h)(1) Primary term of lease subject to
section 4(d) of the Act prior to the revi-
sion of 1960 (30 U.S.C. 226–1(d)) means
all periods of the life of the lease prior
to its extension by reason of produc-
tion of oil and gas in paying quantities;
and

(2) Primary term of all other leases
means the initial term of the lease. For
competitive leases, except those within
the National Petroleum Reserve—Alas-
ka, this means 5 years and for non-
competitive leases this means 10 years.

(i) Lessee means a person or entity
holding record title in a lease issued by
the United States.

(j) Operating rights owner means a
person or entity holding operating
rights in a lease issued by the United
States. A lessee also may be an oper-
ating rights owner if the operating
rights in a lease or portion thereof
have not been severed from record
title.

(k) Bid means an amount of remit-
tance offered as partial compensation
for a lease equal to or in excess of the
national minimum acceptable bonus
bid set by statute or by the Secretary,
submitted by a person or entity for a
lease parcel in a competitive lease sale.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17352, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22836, June 17,
1988]

§ 3100.0–9 Information collection.
(a)(1) The collections of information

contained in § 3103.4–1(b) have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management
and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.
and are among the collections assigned
clearance number 1004–0145. The infor-
mation will be used to determine
whether an oil and gas operator or
owner may obtain a reduction in the
royalty rate. Response is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with 30
U.S.C. 181, et seq., and 30 U.S.C. 351–359.

(2) Public reporting burden for the in-
formation collections assigned clear-
ance number 1004–0145 is estimated to
average 1 hour per response, including
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the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gath-
ering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the col-
lection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of infor-
mation, including suggestions for re-
ducing the burden, to the Information
Collection Clearance Officer (783), Bu-
reau of Land Management, Wash-
ington, DC 20240, and the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, Paperwork Re-
duction Project, 1004–0145, Washington,
DC 20503.

(b)(1) The collections of information
contained in § 3103.4–1(c) and (d) have
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq. and assigned clearance number
1010–0090. The information will be used
to determine whether an oil and gas
lessee may obtain a reduction in the
royalty rate. Response is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with 30
U.S.C. 181, et seq., and 30 U.S.C. 351–359.

(2) Public reporting burden for this
information is estimated to average 1⁄2
hour per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden, to the Information Collection
Clearance Officer, Minerals Manage-
ment Service (Mail Stop 2300), 381
Elden Street, Herndon, VA 22070–4817,
and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project,
1010–0090, Washington, DC 20503.

[57 FR 35973, Aug. 11, 1992]

§ 3100.1 Helium.
The ownership of and the right to ex-

tract helium from all gas produced
from lands leased or otherwise disposed
of under the Act have been reserved to
the United States.

§ 3100.2 Drainage.

§ 3100.2–1 Compensation for drainage.
Upon a determination by the author-

ized officer that lands owned by the
United States are being drained of oil

or gas by wells drilled on adjacent
lands, the authorized officer may exe-
cute agreements with the owners of ad-
jacent lands whereby the United States
and its lessees shall be compensated for
such drainage. Such agreements shall
be made with the consent of any lessee
affected by an agreement. Such lands
may also be offered for lease in accord-
ance with part 3120 of this title.

§ 3100.2–2 Drilling and production or
payment of compensatory royalty.

Where lands in any leases are being
drained of their oil or gas content by
wells either on a Federal lease issued
at a lower rate of royalty or on non-
Federal lands, the lessee shall both
drill and produce all wells necessary to
protect the leased lands from drainage.
In lieu of drilling necessary wells, the
lessee may, with the consent of the au-
thorized officer, pay compensatory roy-
alty in the amount determined in ac-
cordance with § 3162.2(a) of this title.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17352, May 16, 1988]

§ 3100.3 Options.

§ 3100.3–1 Enforceability.
(a) No option to acquire any interest

in a lease shall be enforceable if en-
tered into for a period of more than 3
years (including any renewal period
that may be provided for in the option)
without the approval of the Secretary.

(b) No option or renewal thereof shall
be enforceable until a signed copy or
notice of option has been filed in the
proper BLM office. Each such signed
copy or notice shall include:

(1) The names and addresses of the
parties thereto;

(2) The serial number of the lease to
which the option is applicable;

(3) A statement of the number of
acres covered by the option and of the
interests and obligations of the parties
to the option, including the date and
expiration date of the option; and

(4) The interest to be conveyed and
retained in exercise of the option. Such
notice shall be signed by all parties to
the option or their duly authorized
agents. The signed copy or notice of op-
tion required by this paragraph shall
contain or be accompanied by a signed
statement by the holder of the option
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that he/she is the sole party in interest
in the option; if not, he/she shall set
forth the names and provide a descrip-
tion of the interest therein of the other
interested parties, and provide a de-
scription of the agreement between
them, if oral, and a copy of such agree-
ment, if written.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17352, May 16, 1988. Redesignated at 53 FR
22836, June 17, 1988]

§ 3100.3–2 Effect of option on acreage.
The acreage to which the option is

applicable shall be charged both to the
grantor of the option and the option
holder. The acreage covered by an
unexercised option remains charged
during its term until notice of its relin-
quishment or surrender has been filed
in the proper BLM office.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983. Redesignated at 53
FR 22836, June 17, 1988]

§ 3100.3–3 Option statements.
Each option holder shall file in the

proper BLM office within 90 days after
June 30 and December 31 of each year a
statement showing as of the prior June
30 and December 31, respectively:

(a) Any changes to the statements
submitted under § 3100.3–1(b) of this
title, and

(b) The number of acres covered by
each option and the total acreage of all
options held in each State.

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 53 FR 22836, June 17, 1988]

§ 3100.4 Public availability of informa-
tion.

(a) All data and information con-
cerning Federal and Indian minerals
submitted under this part 3100 and
parts 3110 through 3190 of this chapter
are subject to part 2 of this title, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c) of
this section. Part 2 of this title in-
cludes the regulations of the Depart-
ment of the Interior covering the pub-
lic disclosure of data and information
contained in Department of the Inte-
rior records. Certain mineral informa-
tion not protected from public disclo-
sure under part 2 of this title may be
made available for inspection without
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
(5 U.S.C. 552) request.

(b) When you submit data and infor-
mation under this part 3100 and parts
3110 through 3190 of this chapter that
you believe to be exempt from disclo-
sure to the public, you must clearly
mark each page that you believe in-
cludes confidential information. BLM
will keep all such data and information
confidential to the extent allowed by
§ 2.13(c) of this title.

(c) Under the Indian Mineral Devel-
opment Act of 1982 (IMDA) (25 U.S.C.
2101 et seq.), the Department of the In-
terior will hold as privileged propri-
etary information of the affected In-
dian or Indian tribe—

(1) All findings forming the basis of
the Secretary’s intent to approve or
disapprove any Minerals Agreement
under IMDA; and

(2) All projections, studies, data, or
other information concerning a Min-
erals Agreement under IMDA, regard-
less of the date received, related to—

(i) The terms, conditions, or financial
return to the Indian parties;

(ii) The extent, nature, value, or dis-
position of the Indian mineral re-
sources; or

(iii) The production, products, or pro-
ceeds thereof.

(d) For information concerning In-
dian minerals not covered by para-
graph (c) of this section—

(1) BLM will withhold such records as
may be withheld under an exemption
to FOIA when it receives a request for
information related to tribal or Indian
minerals held in trust or subject to re-
strictions on alienation;

(2) BLM will notify the Indian min-
eral owner(s) identified in the records
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA),
and BIA, and give them a reasonable
period of time to state objections to
disclosure, using the standards and
procedures of § 2.15(d) of this title, be-
fore making a decision about the appli-
cability of FOIA exemption 4 to:

(i) Information obtained from a per-
son outside the United States Govern-
ment; when

(ii) Following consultation with a
submitter under § 2.15(d) of this title,
BLM determines that the submitter
does not have an interest in with-
holding the records that can be pro-
tected under FOIA; but
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(iii) BLM has reason to believe that
disclosure of the information may re-
sult in commercial or financial injury
to the Indian mineral owner(s), but is
uncertain that such is the case.

[63 FR 52952, Oct. 1, 1998]

Subpart 3101—Issuance of Leases
§ 3101.1 Lease terms and conditions.

§ 3101.1–1 Lease form.
A lease shall be issued only on the

standard form approved by the Direc-
tor.

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.1–2 Surface use rights.
A lessee shall have the right to use so

much of the leased lands as is nec-
essary to explore for, drill for, mine,
extract, remove and dispose of all the
leased resource in a leasehold subject
to: Stipulations attached to the lease;
restrictions deriving from specific,
nondiscretionary statutes; and such
reasonable measures as may be re-
quired by the authorized officer to min-
imize adverse impacts to other re-
source values, land uses or users not
addressed in the lease stipulations at
the time operations are proposed. To
the extent consistent with lease rights
granted, such reasonable measures may
include, but are not limited to, modi-
fication to siting or design of facilities,
timing of operations, and specification
of interim and final reclamation meas-
ures. At a minimum, measures shall be
deemed consistent with lease rights
granted provided that they do not: re-
quire relocation of proposed operations
by more than 200 meters; require that
operations be sited off the leasehold; or
prohibit new surface disturbing oper-
ations for a period in excess of 60 days
in any lease year.

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.1–3 Stipulations and informa-
tion notices.

The authorized officer may require
stipulations as conditions of lease
issuance. Stipulations shall become
part of the lease and shall supersede in-
consistent provisions of the standard
lease form. Any party submitting a bid
under subpart 3120 of this title, or an

offer under § 3110.1(b) of this title dur-
ing the period when use of the parcel
number is required pursuant to § 3110.5–
1 of this title, shall be deemed to have
agreed to stipulations applicable to the
specific parcel as indicated in the List
of Lands Available for Competitive
Nominations or the Notice of Competi-
tive Lease Sale available from the
proper BLM office. A party filing a
noncompetitive offer in accordance
with § 3110.1(a) of this title shall be
deemed to have agreed to stipulations
applicable to the specific parcel as in-
dicated in the List of Lands Available
for Competitive Nominations or the
Notice of Competitive Lease Sale, un-
less the offer is withdrawn in accord-
ance with § 3110.6 of this title. An infor-
mation notice has no legal con-
sequences, except to give notice of ex-
isting requirements, and may be at-
tached to a lease by the authorized of-
ficer at the time of lease issuance to
convey certain operational, procedural
or administrative requirements rel-
ative to lease management within the
terms and conditions of the standard
lease form. Information notices shall
not be a basis for denial of lease oper-
ations.

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988, as amended at 53
FR 22836, June 17, 1988]

§ 3101.1–4 Modification or waiver of
lease terms and stipulations.

A stipulation included in an oil and
gas lease shall be subject to modifica-
tion or waiver only if the authorized
officer determines that the factors
leading to its inclusion in the lease
have changed sufficiently to make the
protection provided by the stipulation
no longer justified or if proposed oper-
ations would not cause unacceptable
impacts. If the authorized officer has
determined, prior to lease issuance,
that a stipulation involves an issue of
major concern to the public, modifica-
tion or waiver of the stipulation shall
be subject to public review for at least
a 30-day period. In such cases, the stip-
ulation shall indicate that public re-
view is required before modification or
waiver. If subsequent to lease issuance
the authorized officer determines that
a modification or waiver of a lease
term or stipulation is substantial, the
modification or waiver shall be subject
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to public review for at least a 30-day
period.

[53 FR 22836, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3101.2 Acreage limitations.

§ 3101.2–1 Public domain lands.

(a) No person or entity shall take,
hold, own or control more than 246,080
acres of Federal oil and gas leases in
any one State at any one time. No
more than 200,000 acres of such acres
may be held under option.

(b) In Alaska, the acreage that can be
taken, held, owned or controlled is lim-
ited to 300,000 acres in the northern
leasing district and 300,000 acres in the
southern leasing district, of which no
more than 200,000 acres may be held
under option in each of the 2 leasing
districts. The boundary between the 2
leasing districts in Alaska begins at
the northeast corner of the Tetlin Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge as established on
December 2, 1980 (16 U.S.C. 3101), at a
point on the boundary between the
United States and Canada, then north-
westerly along the northern boundary
of the refuge to the left limit of the
Tanana River (63°9′38″ north latitude,
142°20′52″ west longitude), then westerly
along the left limit to the confluence
of the Tanana and Yukon Rivers, and
then along the left limit of the Yukon
River from said confluence to its prin-
cipal southern mouth.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17352, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.2–2 Acquired lands.

An acreage limitation separate from,
but equal to the acreage limitation for
public domain lands described in
§ 3101.2–1 of this title, applies to ac-
quired lands. Where the United States
owns only a fractional interest in the
mineral resources of the lands involved
in a lease, only that part owned by the
United States shall be charged as acre-
age holdings. The acreage embraced in
a future interest lease shall not be
charged as acreage holdings until the
lease for the future interest becomes
effective.

§ 3101.2–3 Excepted acreage.
Leases committed to any unit or co-

operative plan approved or prescribed
by the Secretary and leases subject to
an operating, drilling or development
contract approved by the Secretary,
other than communitization agree-
ments, shall not be included in com-
puting accountable acreage. Acreage
subject to offers to lease, overriding
royalties and payments out of produc-
tion shall not be included in computing
accountable acreage.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17352, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.2–4 Excess acreage.
(a) Where, as the result of the termi-

nation or contraction of a unit or coop-
erative plan, the elimination of a lease
from an operating, drilling or develop-
ment contract a party holds or con-
trols excess accountable acreage, said
party shall have 90 days from that date
to reduce the holdings to the pre-
scribed limitation and to file proof of
the reduction in the proper BLM office.
Where as a result of a merger or the
purchase of the controlling interest in
a corporation, acreage in excess of the
amount permitted is acquired, the
party holding the excess acreage shall
have 180 days from the date of the
merger or purchase to divest the excess
acreage. If additional time is required
to complete the divestiture of the ex-
cess acreage, a petition requesting ad-
ditional time, along with a full jus-
tification for the additional time, may
be filed with the authorized officer
prior to the termination of the 180-day
period provided herein.

(b) If any person or entity is found to
hold accountable acreage in violation
of the provisions of these regulations,
lease(s) or interests therein shall be
subject to cancellation or forfeiture in
their entirety, until sufficient acreage
has been eliminated to comply with the
acreage limitation. Excess acreage or
interest shall be cancelled in the in-
verse order of acquisition.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17353, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.2–5 Computation.
The accountable acreage of a party

owning an undivided interest in a lease

VerDate 29<OCT>99 13:13 Dec 02, 1999 Jkt 183169 PO 00000 Frm 00308 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183169T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 183169T



309

Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3101.5–2

shall be the party’s proportionate part
of the total lease acreage. The account-
able acreage of a party who is the bene-
ficial owner of more than 10 percent of
the stock of a corporation which holds
Federal oil and gas leases shall be the
party’s proportionate part of the cor-
poration’s accountable acreage. Parties
to a contract for development of leased
lands and co-parties, except those oper-
ating, drilling or development con-
tracts subject to § 3101.2–3 of this title,
shall be charged with their propor-
tionate interests in the lease. No hold-
ing of acreage in common by the same
persons in excess of the maximum
acreage specified in the laws for any
one party shall be permitted.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 17353, May 16,
1988]

§ 3101.2–6 Showing required.

At any time the authorized officer
may require any lessee or operator to
file with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment a statement showing as of speci-
fied date the serial number and the
date of each lease in which he/she has
any interest, in the particular State,
setting forth the acreage covered
thereby.

§ 3101.3 Leases within unit areas.

§ 3101.3–1 Joinder evidence required.

Before issuance of a lease for lands
within an approved unit, the lease of-
feror shall file evidence with the proper
BLM office of having joined in the unit
agreement and unit operating agree-
ment or a statement giving satisfac-
tory reasons for the failure to enter
into such agreement. If such statement
is acceptable to the authorized officer
the operator shall be permitted to op-
erate independently but shall be re-
quired to conform to the terms and
provisions of the unit agreement with
respect to such operations.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17353, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.3–2 Separate leases to issue.

A lease offer for lands partly within
and partly outside the boundary of a
unit shall result in separate leases, one

for the lands within the unit, and one
for the lands outside the unit.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17353, May 16, 1988]

§ 3101.4 Lands covered by application
to close lands to mineral leasing.

Offers filed on lands within a pending
application to close lands to mineral
leasing shall be suspended until the
segregative effect of the application is
final.

§ 3101.5 National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem lands.

§ 3101.5–1 Wildlife refuge lands.
(a) Wildlife refuge lands are those

lands embraced in a withdrawal of pub-
lic domain and acquired lands of the
United States for the protection of all
species of wildlife within a particular
area. Sole and complete jurisdiction
over such lands for wildlife conserva-
tion purposes is vested in the Fish and
Wildlife Service even though such
lands may be subject to prior rights for
other public purposes or, by the terms
of the withdrawal order, may be sub-
ject to mineral leasing.

(b) No offers for oil and gas leases
covering wildlife refuge lands shall be
accepted and no leases covering such
lands shall be issued except as provided
in § 3100.2 of this title. There shall be
no drilling or prospecting under any
lease heretofore or hereafter issued on
lands within a wildlife refuge except
with the consent and approval of the
Secretary with the concurrence of the
Fish and Wildlife Service as to the
time, place and nature of such oper-
ations in order to give complete pro-
tection to wildlife populations and
wildlife habitat on the areas leased,
and all such operations shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the stipula-
tions of the Bureau on a form approved
by the Director.

§ 3101.5–2 Coordination lands.
(a) Coordination lands are those

lands withdrawn or acquired by the
United States and made available to
the States by cooperative agreements
entered into between the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the game commis-
sions of the various States, in accord-
ance with the Act of March 10, 1934 (48
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