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lease rent continues during the ex-
tended period.

§ 3105.6 Consolidation of leases.
Consolidation of leases may be ap-

proved by the authorized officer if it is
determined that there is sufficient jus-
tification and it is in the public inter-
est. Each application for consolidation
of leases shall be considered on its own
merits. Leases to different lessees for
different terms, rental and royalty
rates, and those containing provisions
required by law that cannot be rec-
onciled, shall not be consolidated. The
effective date of a consolidated lease
shall be that of the oldest lease in-
volved in the consolidation.

[53 FR 17355, May 16, 1988]

Subpart 3106—Transfers by As-
signment, Sublease or Other-
wise

SOURCE: 53 FR 17355, May 16, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 3106.1 Transfers, general.
(a) Leases may be transferred by as-

signment or sublease as to all or part
of the acreage in the lease or as to ei-
ther a divided or undivided interest
therein. An assignment of a separate
zone or deposit, or of part of a legal
subdivision, shall be disapproved.

(b) An assignment of less than 640
acres outside Alaska or of less than
2,560 acres within Alaska shall be dis-
approved unless the assignment con-
stitutes the entire lease or is dem-
onstrated to further the development
of oil and gas to the satisfaction of the
authorized officer. Execution and sub-
mission of a request for approval of
such an assignment shall certify that
the assignment would further the de-
velopment of oil and gas, subject to the
provisions of § 3102.5–3 of this title. The
rights of the transferee to a lease or an
interest therein shall not be recognized
by the Department until the transfer
has been approved by the authorized of-
ficer. A transfer may be withdrawn in
writing, signed by the transferor and
the transferee, if the transfer has not
been approved by the authorized offi-
cer. A request for approval of a transfer
of a lease or interest in a lease shall be

filed within 90 days from the date of its
execution. The 90-day filing period
shall begin on the date the transferor
signs and dates the transfer. If the
transfer is filed after the 90th day, the
authorized officer may require
verification that the transfer is still in
force and effect. A transfer of produc-
tion payments or overriding royalty or
other similar payments, arrangements,
or interests shall be filed in the proper
BLM office but shall not require ap-
proval.

(c) No transfer of an offer to lease or
interest in a lease shall be approved
prior to the issuance of the lease.

[53 FR 22839, June 17, 1988]

§ 3106.2 Qualifications of transferees.
Transferees shall comply with the

provisions of subpart 3102 of this title
and post any bond that may be re-
quired.

§ 3106.3 Filing fees.
Each transfer of record title or of op-

erating rights (sublease) or each trans-
fer of royalty interest, payment out of
production or similar interest for each
lease, when filed, shall be accompanied
by a nonrefundable filing fee of $25. A
transfer not accompanied by the re-
quired filing fee shall not be accepted
and shall be returned.

§ 3106.4 Forms.

§ 3106.4–1 Transfers of record title and
of operating rights (subleases).

Each transfer of record title or of an
operating right (sublease) shall be filed
with the proper BLM office on a cur-
rent form approved by the Director or
exact reproductions of the front and
back of such form. A transfer filed on a
form not currently in use shall be ac-
ceptable, unless such form has been de-
clared obsolete by the Director prior to
the filing of the transfer. A separate
form for each transfer, in triplicate,
originally executed shall be filed for
each lease out of which a transfer is
made. Only 1 originally executed copy
of a transferee’s request for approval
for each transfer shall be required, in-
cluding in those instances where sev-
eral transfers to a transferee have been
submitted at the same time (See also
§ 3106.4–3). Copies of documents other
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than the current form approved by the
Director shall not be submitted. How-
ever, reference(s) to other documents
containing information affecting the
terms of the transfer may be made on
the submitted form.

§ 3106.4–2 Transfers of other interests,
including royalty interests and pro-
duction payments.

(a) Each transfer of overriding roy-
alty interest, payment out of produc-
tion or similar interests created or re-
served in a lease in conjunction with a
transfer of record title or of operating
rights (sublease) shall be described for
each lease on the current form when
filed.

(b) Each transfer of overriding roy-
alty interest, payment out of produc-
tion or similar interests created or re-
served in a lease independently of a
transfer of record title or of operating
rights (sublease), if not filed on the
current form, shall be described and
shall include the transferee’s executed
statement as to his/her qualifications
under subpart 3102 of this title. A sin-
gle executed copy of each such transfer
of other interests for each lease shall
be filed with the proper BLM office.

§ 3106.4–3 Mass transfers.
(a) A mass transfer may be utilized in

lieu of the provisions of §§ 3106.4–1 and
3106.4–2 of this title when a transferor
transfers interests of any type in a
large number of Federal leases to the
same transferee.

(b) Three originally executed copies
of the mass transfer shall be filed with
each proper BLM office administering
any lease affected by the mass transfer.
The transfer shall be on a current form
approved by the Director or an exact
reproduction of both sides thereof, with
an exhibit attached to each copy list-
ing the following for each lease:

(1) The serial number;
(2) The type and percent of interest

being conveyed; and
(3) A description of the lands affected

by the transfer in accordance with
§ 3106.5 of this title.

(c) One reproduced copy of the form
required by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion shall be filed with the proper BLM
office for each lease involved in the

mass transfer. A copy of the exhibit for
each lease may be limited to line items
pertaining to individual leases as long
as that line item includes the informa-
tion required by paragraph (b) of this
section.

(d) A nonrefundable filing fee of $25
for each such interest transferred for
each lease, in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 3106.3 of this title, shall ac-
company a mass transfer.

§ 3106.5 Description of lands.

Each transfer of record title shall de-
scribe the lands involved in the same
manner as the lands are described in
the lease or in the manner required by
§ 3110.5 of this title, except no land de-
scription is required when 100 percent
of the entire area encompassed within
a lease is conveyed.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 55
FR 12350, Apr. 3, 1990]

§ 3106.6 Bonds.

§ 3106.6–1 Lease bond.

Where a lease bond is maintained by
the lessee or operating rights owner
(sublessee) in connection with a par-
ticular lease, the transferee of record
title interest or operating rights in
such lease shall furnish, if bond cov-
erage continues to be required, either a
proper bond or consent of the surety
under the existing bond to become co-
principal on such bond if the trans-
feror’s bond does not expressly contain
such consent. Where bond coverage is
provided by an operator, the new oper-
ator shall furnish an appropriate re-
placement bond or provide evidence of
consent of the surety under the exist-
ing bond to become co-principal on
such bond.

§ 3106.6–2 Statewide/nationwide bond.

If the transferee is maintaining a
statewide or nationwide bond, a lease
bond shall not be required, but the
amount of the bond may be increased
to an amount determined by the au-
thorized officer in accordance with the
provisions of § 3104.5 of this title.
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§ 3106.7 Approval of transfer.

§ 3106.7–1 Failure to qualify.
No transfer of record title or of oper-

ating rights (sublease) shall be ap-
proved if the transferee or any other
parties in interest are not qualified to
hold the transferred interest(s), or if
the bond, should one be required, is in-
sufficient. Transfers are approved for
administrative purposes only. Approval
does not warrant or certify that either
party to a transfer holds legal or equi-
table title to a lease.

§ 3106.7–2 Continuing responsibility.
The transferor and its surety shall

continue to be responsible for the per-
formance of all obligations under the
lease until a transfer of record title or
of operating rights (sublease) is ap-
proved by the authorized officer. If a
transfer of record title is not approved,
the obligation of the transferor and its
surety to the United States shall con-
tinue as though no such transfer had
been filed for approval. After approval
of the transfer of record title, the
transferee and its surety shall be re-
sponsible for the performance of all
lease obligations, notwithstanding any
terms in the transfer to the contrary.
When a transfer of operating rights
(sublease) is approved, the sublessee is
responsible for all obligations under
the lease rights transferred to the sub-
lessee.

§ 3106.7–3 Lease account status.
A transfer of record title or of oper-

ating rights (sublease) in a producing
lease shall not be approved unless the
lease account is in good standing.

§ 3106.7–4 Effective date of transfer.
The signature of the authorized offi-

cer on the official form shall constitute
approval of the transfer of record title
or of operating rights (sublease) which
shall take effect as of the first day of
the lease month following the date of
filing in the proper BLM office of all
documents and statements required by
this subpart and an appropriate bond,
if one is required.

§ 3106.7–5 Effect of transfer.
A transfer of record title to 100 per-

cent of a portion of the lease seg-

regates the transferred portion and the
retained portion into separate leases.
Each resulting lease retains the anni-
versary date and the terms and condi-
tions of the original lease. A transfer of
an undivided record title interest or a
transfer of operating rights (sublease)
shall not segregate the transferred and
retained portions into separate leases.

§ 3106.8 Other types of transfers.

§ 3106.8–1 Heirs and devisees.

(a) If an offeror, applicant, lessee or
transferee dies, his/her rights shall be
transferred to the heirs, devisees, ex-
ecutor or administrator of the estate,
as appropriate, upon the filing of a
statement that all parties are qualified
to hold a lease in accordance with sub-
part 3102 of this title. No filing fee is
required. A bond rider or replacement
bond may be required for any bond(s)
previously furnished by the decedent.

(b) Any ownership or interest other-
wise forbidden by the regulations in
this group which may be acquired by
descent, will, judgement or decree may
be held for a period not to exceed 2
years after its acquisition. Any such
forbidden ownership or interest held
for a period of more than 2 years after
acquisition shall be subject to can-
cellation.

§ 3106.8–2 Change of name.

A change of name of a lessee shall be
reported to the proper BLM office. No
filing fee is required. The notice of
name change shall be submitted in
writing and be accompanied by a list of
the serial numbers of the leases af-
fected by the name change. If a bond(s)
has been furnished, change of name
may be made by surety consent or a
rider to the original bond or by a re-
placement bond.

§ 3106.8–3 Corporate merger.

Where a corporate merger affects
leases situated in a State where the
transfer of property of the dissolving
corporation to the surviving corpora-
tion is accomplished by operation of
law, no transfer of any affected lease
interest is required. A notification of
the merger shall be furnished with a
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list, by serial number, of all lease in-
terests affected. No filing fee is re-
quired. A bond rider or replacement
bond conditioned to cover the obliga-
tions of all affected corporations may
be required by the authorized officer as
a prerequisite to recognition of the
merger.

Subpart 3107—Continuation,
Extension or Renewal

§ 3107.1 Extension by drilling.

Any lease on which actual drilling
operations were commenced prior to
the end of its primary term and are
being diligently prosecuted at the end
of the primary term or any lease which
is part of an approved communitization
agreement or cooperative or unit plan
of development or operation upon
which such drilling takes place, shall
be extended for 2 years subject to the
rental being timely paid as required by
§ 3103.2 of this title, and subject to the
provisions of § 3105.2–3 and § 3186.1 of
this title, if applicable. Actual drilling
operations shall be conducted in a
manner that anyone seriously looking
for oil or gas could be expected to
make in that particular area, given the
existing knowledge of geologic and
other pertinent facts. In drilling a new
well on a lease or for the benefit of a
lease under the terms of an approved
agreement or plan, it shall be taken to
a depth sufficient to penetrate at least
1 formation recognized in the area as
potentially productive of oil or gas, or
where an existing well is reentered, it
shall be taken to a depth sufficient to
penetrate at least 1 new and deeper for-
mation recognized in the area as poten-
tially productive of oil or gas. The au-
thorized officer may determine that
further drilling is unwarranted or im-
practicable.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 17357, May 16,
1988; 53 FR 22839, June 17, 1988]

§ 3107.2 Production.

§ 3107.2–1 Continuation by production.

A lease shall be extended so long as
oil or gas is being produced in paying
quantities.

§ 3107.2–2 Cessation of production.
A lease which is in its extended term

because of production in paying quan-
tities shall not terminate upon ces-
sation of production if, within 60 days
thereafter, reworking or drilling oper-
ations on the leasehold are commenced
and are thereafter conducted with rea-
sonable diligence during the period of
nonproduction. The 60-day period com-
mences upon receipt of notification
from the authorized officer that the
lease is not capable of production in
paying quantities.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June 17,
1988]

§ 3107.2–3 Leases capable of produc-
tion.

No lease for lands on which there is a
well capable of producing oil or gas in
paying quantities shall expire because
the lessee fails to produce the same,
unless the lessee fails to place the lease
in production within a period of not
less than 60 days as specified by the au-
thorized officer after receipt of notice
by certified mail from the authorized
officer to do so. Such production shall
be continued unless and until suspen-
sion of production is granted by the au-
thorized officer.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug. 22,
1988]

§ 3107.3 Extension for terms of cooper-
ative or unit plan.

§ 3107.3–1 Leases committed to plan.
Any lease or portion of a lease, ex-

cept as described in § 3107.3–3 of this
title, committed to a cooperative or
unit plan that contains a general provi-
sion for allocation of oil or gas shall
continue in effect so long as the lease
or portion thereof remains subject to
the plan; Provided, That there is pro-
duction of oil or gas in paying quan-
tities under the plan prior to the expi-
ration date of such lease.

§ 3107.3–2 Segregation of leases com-
mitted in part.

Any lease committed after July 29,
1954, to any cooperative or unit plan,
which covers lands within and lands
outside the area covered by the plan,
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shall be segregated, as of the effective
date of unitization, into separate
leases; one covering the lands com-
mitted to the plan, the other lands not
committed to the plan. The segregated
lease covering the nonunitized portion
of the lands shall continue in force and
effect for the term of the lease or for 2
years from the date of segregation,
whichever is longer. However, for any
lease segregated from a unit, if the
public interest requirement for the
unit is not satisfied, such segregation
shall be declared invalid by the author-
ized officer. Further, the segregation
shall be conditioned to state that no
operations shall be approved on the
segregated portion of the lease past the
expiration date of the original lease
until the public interest requirement of
the unit has been satisfied.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988]

§ 3107.3–3 20-year lease or any renewal
thereof.

Any lease issued for a term of 20
years, or any renewal thereof, com-
mitted to a cooperative or unit plan
approved by the Secretary, or any por-
tion of such lease so committed, shall
continue in force so long as committed
to the plan, beyond the expiration date
of its primary term. This provision
does not apply to that portion of any
such lease which is not included in the
cooperative or unit plan unless the
lease was so committed prior to August
8, 1946.

§ 3107.4 Extension by elimination.

Any lease eliminated from any ap-
proved or prescribed cooperative or
unit plan or from any communitization
or drilling agreement authorized by the
Act and any lease in effect at the ter-
mination of such plan or agreement,
unless relinquished, shall continue in
effect for the original term of the lease
or for 2 years after its elimination from
the plan or agreement or after the ter-
mination of the plan or agreement,
whichever is longer, and for so long
thereafter as oil or gas is produced in
paying quantities. No lease shall be ex-
tended if the public interest require-
ment for an approved cooperative or
unit plan or a communitization agree-

ment has not been satisifed as deter-
mined by the authorized officer.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988]

§ 3107.5 Extension of leases segregated
by assignment.

§ 3107.5–1 Extension after discovery on
other segregated portions.

Any lease segregated by assignment,
including the retained portion, shall
continue in effect for the primary term
of the original lease, or for 2 years
after the date of first discovery of oil
or gas in paying quantities upon any
other segregated portion of the original
lease, whichever is the longer period.

§ 3107.5–2 Undeveloped parts of leases
in their extended term.

Undeveloped parts of leases retained
or assigned out of leases which are in
their extended term shall continue in
effect for 2 years after the effective
date of assignment, provided the par-
ent lease was issued prior to September
2, 1960.

§ 3107.5–3 Undeveloped parts of pro-
ducing leases.

Undeveloped parts of leases retained
or assigned out of leases which are ex-
tended by production, actual or sus-
pended, or the payment of compen-
satory royalty shall continue in effect
for 2 years after the effective date of
assignment and for so long thereafter
as oil or gas is produced in paying
quantities.

§ 3107.6 Extension of reinstated leases.

Where a reinstatement of a termi-
nated lease is granted under § 3108.2 of
this title and the authorized officer
finds that the reinstatement will not
afford the lessee a reasonable oppor-
tunity to continue operations under
the lease, the authorized officer may
extend the term of such lease for a pe-
riod sufficient to give the lessee such
an opportunity. Any extension shall be
subject to the following conditions:

(a) No extension shall exceed a period
equal to the unexpired portion of the
lease or any extension thereof remain-
ing at the date of termination.

VerDate 29<OCT>99 13:13 Dec 02, 1999 Jkt 183169 PO 00000 Frm 00336 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183169T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 183169T



337

Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3107.8–3

(b) When the reinstatement occurs
after the expiration of the term or ex-
tension thereof, the lease may be ex-
tended from the date the authorized of-
ficer grants the petition, but in no
event for more than 2 years from the
date the reinstatement is authorized
and so long thereafter as oil or gas is
produced in paying quantities.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 30448, July 30, 1984; 53 FR 17357, May 16,
1988]

§ 3107.7 Exchange leases: 20-year term.
Any lease which issued for a term of

20 years, or any renewal thereof, or
which issued in exchange for a 20-year
lease prior to August 8, 1946, may be ex-
changed for a new lease. Such new
lease shall be issued for a primary term
of 5 years. An application to exchange
a lease for a new lease shall be filed, in
triplicate, by the lessee at the proper
BLM office, shall show full compliance
by the applicant with the terms of the
lease and applicable regulations, and
shall be accompanied by a nonrefund-
able application fee of $75. Execution of
the exchange lease by the applicant is
certification of compliance with § 3102.5
of this title.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 22840, June 17, 1988]

§ 3107.8 Renewal leases.

§ 3107.8–1 Requirements.
(a) Twenty year leases and renewals

thereof may be renewed for successive
terms of 10 years. Any application for
renewal of a lease shall be made by the
lessee, and may be joined in or con-
sented to by the operator. The applica-
tion shall show whether all monies due
the United States have been paid and
whether operations under the lease
have been conducted in compliance
with the applicable regulations.

(b) The applicant or his/her operator
shall furnish, in triplicate, with the ap-
plication for renewal, copies of all
agreements not theretofore filed pro-
viding for overriding royalties or other
payments out of production from the
lease which will be in existence as of
the date of its expiration.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1988, as amended at 53
FR 22840, June 17, 1988]

§ 3107.8–2 Application.

An application to renew shall be
filed, in triplicate, in the proper BLM
office at least 90 days, but not more
than 6 months, prior to the expiration
of its term and shall be accompanied
by a nonrefundable filing fee of $75.

§ 3107.8–3 Approval.

(a) Copies of the renewal lease, in
triplicate, dated the first day of the
month following the month in which
the original lease terminated, shall be
forwarded to the lessee for execution.
Upon receipt of the executed lease
forms, which constitutes certification
of compliance with § 3102.5 of this title,
and any required bond, the authorized
officer shall execute the lease and de-
liver 1 copy to the lessee.

(b) If overriding royalties and pay-
ments out of production or similar in-
terests in excess of 5 percent of gross
production constitute a burden to lease
operations that will retard, or impair,
or cause premature abandonment, the
lease application shall be suspended
until overriding royalties and pay-
ments out of production or similar in-
terests are reduced to not more then 5
percent of the value of the production.
If the holders of outstanding overriding
royalty or other interests payable out
of production, the operator and the les-
see are unable to enter into a mutually
fair and equitable agreement, any of
the parties may apply for a hearing at
which all interested parties may be
heard and written statements pre-
sented. Thereupon, a final decision will
be rendered by the Department, out-
lining the conditions acceptable to it
as a basis for a fair and reasonable ad-
justment of the excessive overriding
royalties and other payments out of
production and an opportunity shall be
afforded within a fixed period of time
to submit proof that such adjustment
has been effected. Upon failure to sub-
mit such proof within the time so
fixed, the application for renewal shall
be denied.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June 17,
1988]
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§ 3107.9 Other types.

§ 3107.9–1 Payment of compensatory
royalty.

The payment of compensatory roy-
alty shall extend the term of any lease
for the period during which such com-
pensatory royalty is paid and for a pe-
riod of 1 year from the discontinuance
of such payments.

§ 3107.9–2 Subsurface storage of oil
and gas.

See § 3105.5–4 of this title.

Subpart 3108—Relinquishment,
Termination, Cancellation

§ 3108.1 Relinquishments.
A lease or any legal subdivision

thereof may be surrendered by the
record title holder or the holder’s duly
authorized agent by filing a written re-
linquishment, in the proper BLM of-
fice. A relinquishment shall take effect
on the date it is filed, subject to the
continued obligation of the lessee and
surety to make payments of all ac-
crued rentals and royalties, to place all
wells on the lands to be relinquished in
condition for suspension by authorized
shut-in or abandonment, and to com-
plete reclamation of the leased lands or
surface waters adversely affected by
lease operations in a timely manner
after abandonment or cessation of oil
and gas operations on the lease, in ac-
cordance with the regulations and the
terms of the lease.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June 17,
1988]

§ 3108.2 Termination by operation of
law and reinstatement.

§ 3108.2–1 Automatic termination.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(b) of this section, any lease on which
there is no well capable of producing
oil or gas in paying quantities shall
automatically terminate by operation
of law (30 U.S.C. 188) if the lessee fails
to pay the rental at the designated
Service office on or before the anniver-
sary date of such lease. However, if the
designated Service office is closed on
the anniversary date, a rental payment
received on the next day the Service of-

fice is open to the public shall be con-
sidered as timely made.

(b) If the rental payment due under a
lease is paid on or before its anniver-
sary date but the amount of the pay-
ment is deficient and the deficiency is
nominal as defined in this section, or
the amount of payment made was de-
termined in accordance with the rental
or acreage figure stated in a bill ren-
dered by the designated Service office,
or decision rendered by the authorized
officer, and such figure is found to be
in error resulting in a deficiency, such
lease shall not have automatically ter-
minated unless the lessee fails to pay
the deficiency within the period pre-
scribed in the Notice of Deficiency pro-
vided for in this section. A deficiency
shall be considered nominal if it is not
more than $100 or more than 5 percent
of the total payment due, whichever is
less. The designated Service office
shall send a Notice of Deficiency to the
lessee. The Notice shall be sent by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested,
and shall allow the lessee 15 days from
the date of receipt or until the due
date, whichever is later, to submit the
full balance due to the designated
Service office. If the payment required
by the Notice is not paid within the
time allowed, the lease shall have ter-
minated by operation of law as of its
anniversary date.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 11637, Mar. 27, 1984; 49 FR 30448, July 30,
1984; 53 FR 17357, May 16, 1988]

§ 3108.2–2 Reinstatement at existing
rental and royalty rates: Class I re-
instatements.

(a) Except as hereinafter provided,
the authorized officer may reinstate a
lease which has terminated for failure
to pay on or before the anniversary
date the full amount of rental due, pro-
vided that:

(1) Such rental was paid or tendered
within 20 days after the anniversary
date; and

(2) It is shown to the satisfaction of
the authorized officer that the failure
to timely submit the full amount of
the rental due was either justified or
not due to a lack of reasonable dili-
gence on the part of the lessee (reason-
able diligence shall include a rental
payment which is postmarked by the
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U.S. Postal Service, common carrier,
or their equivalent (not including pri-
vate postal meters) on or before the
lease anniversary date or, if the des-
ignated Service office is closed on the
anniversary date, postmarked on the
next day the Service office is open to
the public); and

(3) A petition for reinstatement, to-
gether with a nonrefundable filing fee
of $25 and the required rental, includ-
ing any back rental which has accrued
from the date of the termination of the
lease, is filed with the proper BLM of-
fice within 60 days after receipt of No-
tice of Termination of Lease due to
late payment of rental. If a terminated
lease becomes productive prior to the
time the lease is reinstated, all re-
quired royalty that has accrued shall
be paid to the Service.

(b) The burden of showing that the
failure to pay on or before the anniver-
sary date was justified or not due to
lack of reasonable diligence shall be on
the lessee.

(c) Under no circumstances shall a
terminated lease be reinstated if:

(1) A valid oil and gas lease has been
issued prior to the filing of a petition
for reinstatement affecting any of the
lands covered by that terminated lease;
or

(2) The oil and gas interests of the
United States in the lands have been
disposed of or otherwise have become
unavailable for leasing.

(d) The authorized officer shall not
issue a lease for lands which have been
covered by a lease which terminated
automatically until 90 days after the
date of termination.

[49 FR 30448, July 30, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988]

§ 3108.2–3 Reinstatement at higher
rental and royalty rates: Class II re-
instatements.

(a) The authorized officer may, if the
requirements of this section are met,
reinstate an oil and gas lease which
was terminated by operation of law for
failure to pay rental timely when the
rental was not paid or tendered within
20 days of the termination date and it
is shown to the satisfaction of the au-
thorized officer that such failure was
justified or not due to a lack of reason-
able diligence, or no matter when the

rental was paid, it is shown to the sat-
isfaction of the authorized officer that
such failure was inadvertent.

(b)(1) For leases that terminate on or
after January 12, 1983, consideration
may be given to reinstatement if the
required back rental and royalty at the
increased rates accruing from the date
of termination, together with a peti-
tion for reinstatement, are filed on or
before the earlier of:

(i) Sixty days after the receipt of the
Notice of Termination sent to the les-
see of record; or

(ii) Fifteen months after termination
of the lease.

(2) After determining that the re-
quirements for filing of the petition for
reinstatement have been timely met,
the authorized officer may reinstate
the lease if:

(i) No valid lease has been issued
prior to the filing of the petition for re-
instatement affecting any of the lands
covered by the terminated lease,
whether such lease is still in effect or
not;

(ii) The oil and gas interests of the
United States in the lands have not
been disposed of or have not otherwise
become unavailable for leasing;

(iii) Payment of all back rentals and
royalties at the rates established for
the reinstated lease, including the re-
lease to the United States of funds
being held in escrow, as appropriate;

(iv) An agreement has been signed by
the lessee and attached to and made a
part of the lease specifying future rent-
als at the applicable rates specified for
reinstated leases in § 3103.2–2 of this
title and future royalties at the rates
set in § 3103.3–1 of this title for all pro-
duction removed or sold from such
lease or shared by such lease from pro-
duction allocated to the lease by virtue
of its participation in a unit or
communitization agreement or other
form of approved joint development
agreement or plan;

(v) A notice of the proposed rein-
statement of the terminated lease and
the terms and conditions of reinstate-
ment has been published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER at least 30 days prior to
the date of reinstatement for which the
lessee shall reimburse the Bureau for
the full costs incurred in the pub-
lishing of said notice; and
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(vi) The lessee has paid the Bureau a
nonrefundable administrative fee of
$500.

(c) The authorized officer shall not,
after the receipt of a petition for rein-
statement, issue a new lease affecting
any of the lands covered by the termi-
nated lease until all action on the peti-
tion is final.

(d) The authorized officer shall fur-
nish to the Chairpersons of the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs
of the House of Representatives and of
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate, at least 30
days prior to the date of reinstate-
ment, a copy of the notice, together
with information concerning rental,
royalty, volume of production, if any,
and any other matter which the au-
thorized officer considers significant in
making the determination to reinstate.

(e) If the authorized officer reinstates
the lease, the reinstatement shall be as
of the date of termination, for the un-
expired portion of the original lease or
any extension thereof remaining on the
date of termination, and so long there-
after as oil or gas is produced in paying
quantities. Where a lease is reinstated
under this section and the authorized
officer finds that the reinstatement of
such lease either (1) occurs after the
expiration of the primary term or any
extension thereof, or (2) will not afford
the lessee a reasonable opportunity to
continue operations under the lease,
the authorized officer may extend the
term of the reinstated lease for such
period as determined reasonable, but in
no event for more than 2 years from
the date of the reinstatement and so
long thereafter as oil or gas is produced
in paying quantities.

(f) The authorized officer may, either
in acting on a petition for reinstate-
ment or in response to a request filed
after reinstatement, or both, reduce
the royalty in that reinstated lease on
the entire leasehold or any tract or
portion thereof segregated for royalty
purposes, if he/she determines there are
either economic or other cir-
cumstances which could cause undue
economic hardship or premature termi-
nation of production; or because of any
written action of the United States, its
agents or employees, which preceded,
and was a major consideration in, the

lessee’s expenditure of funds to develop
the lands covered by the lease after the
rental had become due and had not
been paid; or if the authorized officer
determines it is equitable to do so for
any other reason.

[49 FR 30449, July 30, 1984]

§ 3108.2–4 Conversion of unpatented
oil placer mining claims: Class III
reinstatements.

(a) For any unpatented oil placer
mining claim validly located prior to
February 24, 1920, which has been or is
currently producing or is capable of
producing oil or gas, and has been or is
deemed after January 12, 1983, conclu-
sively abandoned for failure to file
timely the required instruments or
copies of instruments required by sec-
tion 314 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1744), and it
is shown to the satisfaction of the au-
thorized officer that such failure was
inadvertent, justifiable or not due to
lack of reasonable diligence on the part
of the owner, the authorized officer
may issue, for the lands covered by the
abandoned unpatented oil placer min-
ing claim, a noncompetitive oil and gas
lease consistent with the provisions of
section 17(e) of the Act (30 U.S.C.
226(e)). The effective date of any lease
issued under this section shall be from
the statutory date that the claim was
deemed conclusively abandoned.

(b) The authorized officer may issue a
noncompetitive oil and gas lease if a
petition has been filed in the proper
BLM office for the issuance of a non-
competitive oil and gas lease accom-
panied by the required rental and roy-
alty, including back rental and royalty
accruing, at the rates specified in
§§ 3103.2–2 and 3103.3–1 of this title, for
any claim deemed conclusively aban-
doned after January 12, 1983. The peti-
tion shall have been filed on or before
the 120th day after the final notifica-
tion by the Secretary or a court of
competent jurisdiction of the deter-
mination of the abandonment of the oil
placer mining claim.

(c) The authorized officer shall not
issue a noncompetitive oil and gas
lease under this section if a valid oil
and gas lease has been issued affecting
any of the lands covered by the aban-
doned oil placer mining claim prior to
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the filing of the petition for issuance of
a noncompetitive oil and gas lease.

(d) After the filing of a petition for
issuance of a noncompetitive oil and
gas lease covering an abandoned oil
placer claim, the authorized officer
shall not issue any new lease affecting
any lands covered by such petition
until all action on the petition is final.

(e) Any noncompetitive lease issued
under this section shall include:

(1) Terms and conditions for the pay-
ment of rental in accordance with
§ 3103.2–2(j) of this title. Payment of
back rentals accruing from the date of
abandonment of the oil placer mining
claim, at the rental set by the author-
ized officer, shall be made prior to the
lease issuance.

(2) Royalty rates set in accordance
with § 3103.3–1 of this title. Royalty
shall be paid at the rate established by
the authorized officer on all production
removed or sold from the oil placer
mining claim, including all royalty on
production made subsequent to the
date the claim was deemed conclu-
sively abandoned prior to the lease
issuance.

(f) Noncompetitive oil and gas leases
issued under this section shall be sub-
ject to all regulations in part 3100 of
this title except for those terms and
conditions mandated by Title IV of the
Federal Oil and Gas Royalty Manage-
ment Act.

(g) A notice of the proposed conver-
sion of the oil placer mining claim into
a noncompetitive oil and gas lease, in-
cluding the terms and conditions of
conversion, shall be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER at least 30 days
prior to the issuance of a noncompeti-
tive oil and gas lease. The mining
claim owner shall reimburse the Bu-
reau for the full costs incurred in the
publishing of said notice.

(h) The mining claim owner shall pay
the Bureau a nonrefundable adminis-
trative fee of $500 prior to the issuance
of the noncompetitive lease.

(i) The authorized officer may, either
in acting on a petition to issue a non-
competitive oil and gas lease or in re-
sponse to a request filed after issuance,
or both, reduce the royalty in such
lease, if he/she determines there are ei-
ther economic or other circumstances
which could cause undue economic

hardship or premature termination of
production.

[49 FR 30449, July 30, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June 17,
1988]

§ 3108.3 Cancellation.

(a) Whenever the lessee fails to com-
ply with any of the provisions of the
law, the regulations issued thereunder,
or the lease, the lease may be canceled
by the Secretary, if the leasehold does
not contain a well capable of produc-
tion of oil or gas in paying quantities,
or if the lease is not committed to an
approved cooperative or unit plan or
communitization agreement that con-
tains a well capable of production of
unitized substances in paying quan-
tities. The lease may be canceled only
after notice to the lessee in accordance
with section 31(b) of the Act and only if
default continues for the period pre-
scribed in that section after service of
30 days notice of failure to comply.

(b) Whenever the lessee fails to com-
ply with any of the provisions of the
law, the regulations issued thereunder,
or the lease, and if the leasehold con-
tains a well capable of production of oil
or gas in paying quantities, or if the
lease is committed to an approved co-
operative or unit plan or
communitization agreement that con-
tains a well capable of production of
unitized substances in paying quan-
tities, the lease may be canceled only
by judicial proceedings in the manner
provided by section 31(a) of the Act.

(c) If any interest in any lease is
owned or controlled, directly or indi-
rectly, by means of stock or otherwise,
in violation of any of the provisions of
the act, the lease may be canceled, or
the interest so owned may be forfeited,
or the person so owning or controlling
the interest may be compelled to dis-
pose of the interest, only by judicial
proceedings in the manner provided by
section 27(h)(1) of the Act.

(d) Leases shall be subject to can-
cellation if improperly issued.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31868, Aug. 22,
1988]
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§ 3108.4 Bona fide purchasers.
A lease or interest therein shall not

be cancelled to the extent that such ac-
tion adversely affects the title or inter-
est of a bona fide purchaser even
though such lease or interest, when
held by a predecessor in title, may
have been subject to cancellation. All
purchasers shall be charged with con-
structive notice as to all pertinent reg-
ulations and all Bureau records per-
taining to the lease and the lands cov-
ered by the lease. Prompt action shall
be taken to dismiss as a party to any
proceedings with respect to a violation
by a predecessor of any provisions of
the act, any person who shows the
holding of an interest as a bona fide
purchaser without having violated any
provisions of the Act. No hearing shall
be necessary upon such showing unless
prima facie evidence is presented that
the purchaser is not a bona fide pur-
chaser.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983; 48 FR 39225, Aug.
30, 1983, as amended at 53 FR 17357, May 16,
1988]

§ 3108.5 Waiver or suspension of lease
rights.

If, during any proceeding with re-
spect to a violation of any provisions of
the regulations in Groups 3000 and 3100
of this title or the act, a party thereto
files a waiver of his/her rights under
the lease to drill or to assign his/her
lease interests, or if such rights are
suspended by order of the Secretary
pending a decision, payments of rentals
and the running of time against the
term of the lease involved shall be sus-
pended as of the first day of the month
following the filing of the waiver or the
Secretary’s suspension until the first
day of the month following the final
decision in the proceeding or the rev-
ocation of the waiver or suspension.

[53 FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June
17, 1988]

Subpart 3109—Leasing Under
Special Acts

§ 3109.1 Rights-of-way.

§ 3109.1–1 Generally.
The Act of May 21, 1930 (30 U.S.C. 301–

306), authorizes either the leasing of oil

and gas deposits under railroad and
other rights-of-way to the owner of the
right-of-way or the entering of a com-
pensatory royalty agreement with ad-
joining landowners. This authority
shall be exercised only with respect to
railroad rights-of-way and easements
issued pursuant either to the Act of
March 3, 1875 (43 U.S.C. 934 et seq.), or
pursuant to earlier railroad right-of-
way statutes, and with respect to
rights-of-way and easements issued
pursuant to the Act of March 3, 1891 (43
U.S.C. 946 et seq.). The oil and gas un-
derlying any other right-of-way or
easement is included within any oil
and gas lease issued pursuant to the
Act which covers the lands within the
right-of-way, subject to the limitations
on use of the surface, if any, set out in
the statute under which, or permit by
which, the right-of-way or easement
was issued, and such oil and gas shall
not be leased under the Act of May 21,
1930.

§ 3109.1–2 Application.

No approved form is required for an
application to lease lands in a right-of-
way. Applications shall be filed in the
proper BLM office. Such applications
shall be filed by the owner of the right-
of-way or by his/her transferee and be
accompanied by a nonrefundable filing
fee of $75, and if filed by a transferee,
by a duly executed transfer of the right
to lease. The application shall detail
the facts as to the ownership of the
right-of-way, and of the transfer if the
application is filed by a transferee; the
development of oil or gas in adjacent or
nearby lands, the location and depth of
the wells, the production and the prob-
ability of drainage of the deposits in
the right-of-way. A description by
metes and bounds of the right-of-way is
not required but each legal subdivision
through which a portion of the right-
of-way desired to be leased extends
shall be described.

[53 FR 17357, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June
17, 1988]

§ 3109.1–3 Notice.

After the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment has determined that a lease of a
right-of-way or any portion thereof is
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consistent with the public interest, ei-
ther upon consideration of an applica-
tion for lease or on its own motion, the
authorized officer shall serve notice on
the owner or lessee of the oil and gas
rights of the adjoining lands. The ad-
joining land owner or lessee shall be al-
lowed a reasonable time, as provided in
the notice, within which to submit a
bid for the amount or percent of com-
pensatory royalty, the owner or lessee
shall pay for the extraction of the oil
and gas underlying the right-of-way
through wells on such adjoining lands.
The owner of the right-of-way shall be
given the same time period to submit a
bid for the lease.

§ 3109.1–4 Award of lease or compen-
satory royalty agreement.

Award of lease to the owner of the
right-of-way, or a contract for the pay-
ment of compensatory royalty by the
owner or lessee of the adjoining lands
shall be made to the bidder whose offer
is determined by the authorized officer
to be to the best advantage of the
United States, considering the amount
of royalty to be received and the better
development under the respective
means of production and operation.

§ 3109.1–5 Compensatory royalty
agreement or lease.

(a) The lease or compensatory roy-
alty agreement shall be on a form ap-
proved by the Director.

(b) The royalty to be charged shall be
fixed by the Bureau of Land
Mangement in accordance with the
provisions of § 3103.3 of this title, but
shall not be less than 121⁄2 percent.

(c) The term of the lease shall be for
a period of not more than 20 years.

§ 3109.2 Units of the National Park
System.

(a) Oil and gas leasing in units of the
National Park System shall be gov-
erned by 43 CFR Group 3100 and all op-
erations conducted on a lease or permit
in such units shall be governed by 43
CFR parts 3160 and 3180.

(b) Any lease or permit respecting
minerals in units of the National Park
System shall be issued or renewed only
with the consent of the Regional Direc-
tor, National Park Service. Such con-
sent shall only be granted upon a de-

termination by the Regional Director
that the activity permitted under the
lease or permit will not have signifi-
cant adverse effect upon the resources
or administration of the unit pursuant
to the authorizing legislation of the
unit. Any lease or permit issued shall
be subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed by the Regional Director to
protect the surface and significant re-
sources of the unit, to preserve their
use for public recreation, and to the
condition that site specific approval of
any activity on the lease will only be
given upon concurrence by the Re-
gional Director. All lease applications
received for reclamation withdrawn
lands shall also be submitted to the
Bureau of Reclamation for review.

(c) The units subject to the regula-
tions in this part are those units of
land and water which are shown on the
following maps on file and available for
public inspection in the office of the
Director of the National Park Service
and in the Superintendent’s Office of
each unit. The boundaries of these
units may be revised by the Secretary
as authorized in the Acts.

(1) Lake Mead National Recreation
Area—The map identified as ‘‘boundary
map, 8360–80013B, revised February 1986.

(2) Whiskeytown Unit of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National
Recreation Area—The map identified
as ‘‘Proposed Whiskeytown-Shasta-
Trinity National Recreation Area,’’
numbered BOR–WST 1004, dated July
1963.

(3) Ross Lake and Lake Chelan Na-
tional Recreation Areas—The map
identified as ‘‘Proposed Management
Units, North Cascades, Washington,’’
numbered NP–CAS–7002, dated October
1967.

(4) Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area—the map identified as ‘‘boundary
map, Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area,’’ numbered GLC–91,006, dated Au-
gust 1972.

(d) The following excepted units shall
not be open to mineral leasing:

(1) Lake Mead National Recreation
Area. (i) All waters of Lakes Mead and
Mohave and all lands within 300 feet of
those lakes measured horizontally
from the shoreline at maximum sur-
face elevation;
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(ii) All lands within the unit of super-
vision of the Bureau of Reclamation
around Hoover and Davis Dams and all
lands outside of resource utilization
zones as designated by the Super-
intendent on the map (602–2291B, dated
October 1987) of Lake Mead National
Recreation Area which is available for
inspection in the Office of the Super-
intendent.

(2) Whiskeytown Unit of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National
Recreation Area. (i) All waters of
Whiskeytown Lake and all lands with-
in 1 mile of that lake measured from
the shoreline at maximum surface ele-
vation;

(ii) All lands classified as high den-
sity recreation, general outdoor recre-
ation, outstanding natural and his-
toric, as shown on the map numbered
611–20,004B, dated April 1979, entitled
‘‘Land Classification, Whiskeytown
Unit, Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity Na-
tional Recreation Area.’’ This map is
available for public inspection in the
Office of the Superintendent;

(iii) All lands within section 34 of
Township 33 north, Range 7 west, Mt.
Diablo Meridian.

(3) Ross Lake and Lake Chelan Na-
tional Recreation Areas. (i) All of Lake
Chelan National Recreation Area;

(ii) All lands within 1⁄2 mile of Gorge,
Diablo and Ross Lakes measured from
the shoreline at maximum surface ele-
vation;

(iii) All lands proposed for or des-
ignated as wilderness;

(iv) All lands within 1⁄2 mile of State
Highway 20;

(v) Pyramid Lake Research Natural
Area and all lands within 1⁄2 mile of its
boundaries.

(4) Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area. Those units closed to mineral dis-
position within the natural zone, devel-
opment zone, cultural zone and por-
tions of the recreation and resource
utilization zone as shown on the map
numbered 80,022A, dated March 1980,
entitled ‘‘Mineral Management Plan—
Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area.’’ This map is available for public
inspection in the Office of the Super-
intendent and the office of the State

Directors, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Arizona and Utah.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 22840, June 17,
1988]

§ 3109.2–1 Authority to lease. [Re-
served]

§ 3109.2–2 Area subject to lease. [Re-
served]

§ 3109.3 Shasta and Trinity Units of
the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity Na-
tional Recreation Area.

Section 6 of the Act of November 8,
1965 (Pub. L. 89–336), authorizes the
Secretary to permit the removal of oil
and gas from lands within the Shasta
and Trinity Units of the Whiskeytown-
Shasta-Trinity National Recreation
Area in accordance with the act or the
Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
Lands. Subject to the determination by
the Secretary of Agriculture that re-
moval will not have significant adverse
effects on the purposes of the Central
Valley project or the administration of
the recreation area.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983. Redesignated at 53
FR 22840, June 17, 1988]

PART 3110—NONCOMPETITIVE
LEASES

Subpart 3110—Noncompetitive Leases

Sec.
3110.1 Lands available for noncompetitive

offer and lease.
3110.2 Priority.
3110.3 Lease terms.
3110.3–1 Duration of lease.
3110.3–2 Dating of leases.
3110.3–3 Lease offer size.
3110.4 Requirements for offer.
3110.5 Description of lands in offer.
3110.5–1 Parcel number description.
3110.5–2 Public domain.
3110.5–3 Acquired lands.
3110.5–4 Accreted lands.
3110.5–5 Conflicting descriptions.
3110.6 Withdrawal of offer.
3110.7 Action on offer.
3110.8 Amendment to lease.
3110.9 Future interest offers.
3110.9–1 Availability.
3110.9–2 Form of offer.
3110.9–3 Fractional present and future inter-

est.
3110.9–4 Future interest terms and condi-

tions.
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AUTHORITY: Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended and supplemented (30 U.S.C. 181 et
seq.), the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
Lands of 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359),
the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 3101 et
seq.), Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the Omni-
bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Pub.
L. 97–35), and the Independent Offices Appro-
priations Act of 1952 (31 U.S.C. 483a).

SOURCE: 53 FR 22840, June 17, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3110—Noncompetitive
Leases

§ 3110.1 Lands available for non-
competitive offer and lease.

(a) Offer. (1) Effective June 12, 1988,
through January 2, 1989, noncompeti-
tive lease offers may be filed only for
lands available under § 3110.1(b) of this
title. Noncompetitive lease offers filed
after December 22, 1987, and prior to
June 12, 1988, for lands available for fil-
ing under § 3110.1(a) of this title shall
receive priority. Such offers shall be
exposed to competitive bidding under
subpart 3120 of this title and if no bid is
received, a noncompetitive lease shall
be issued all else being regular. After
January 2, 1989, noncompetitive lease
offers may be filed on unleased lands,
except for:

(i) Those lands which are in the one-
year period commencing upon the expi-
ration, termination, relinquishment, or
cancellation of the leases containing
the lands; and

(ii) Those lands included in a Notice
of Competitive Lease Sale or a List of
Lands Available for Competitive Nomi-
nations. Neither exception is applica-
ble to lands available under § 3110.1(b)
of this title.

(2) Noncompetitive lease offers may
be made pursuant to an opening order
or other notice and shall be subject to
all provisions and procedures stated in
such order or notice.

(3) No noncompetitive lease may
issue for any lands unless and until
they have satisfied the requirements of
§ 3110.1(b) of this title.

(b) Lease. Only lands that have been
offered competitively under subpart
3120 of this title, and for which no bid
has been received, shall be available for
noncompetitive lease. Such lands shall

become available for a period of 2 years
beginning on the first business day fol-
lowing the last day of the competitive
oral auction, or when formal nomina-
tions have been requested as specified
in § 3120.3–1 of this title, or the first
business day following the posting of
the Notice of Competitive Lease Sale,
and ending on that same day 2 years
later. A lease may be issued from an
offer properly filed any time within the
2-year noncompetitive leasing period.

[53 FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3110.2 Priority.
(a) Offers filed for lands available for

noncompetitive offer or lease, as speci-
fied in §§ 3110.1(a)(1) and 3110.1(b) of this
title, shall receive priority as of the
date and time of filing as specified in
§ 1821.2–3(a) of this title, except that all
noncompetitive offers shall be consid-
ered simultaneously filed if received in
the proper BLM office any time during
the first business day following the last
day of the competitive oral auction, or
when formal nominations have been re-
quested as specified in § 3120.3–1 of this
title, on the first business day fol-
lowing the posting of the Notice of
Competitive Lease Sale. An offer shall
not be available for public inspection
the day it is filed.

(b) If more than 1 application was
filed for the same parcel in accordance
with the regulations contained in
former subpart 3112 of this title, and if
no lease has been issued by the author-
ized officer prior to the effective date
of these regulations, only a single pri-
ority application shall be selected from
the filings. If the selected application
fails to mature into a lease, the lands
shall be available for offer under
§ 3110.1(a) of this title.

§ 3110.3 Lease terms.

§ 3110.3–1 Duration of lease.
All noncompetitive leases shall be for

a primary term of 10 years.

[53 FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3110.3–2 Dating of leases.
All noncompetitive leases shall be

considered issued when signed by the
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authorized officer. Noncompetitive
leases, except future interest leases
issued under § 3110.9 of this title, shall
be effective as of the first day of the
month following the date the leases are
issued. A lease may be made effective
on the first day of the month within
which it is issued if a written request is
made prior to the date of signature of
the authorized officer. Future interest
leases issued under § 3110.9 of this title
shall be effective as of the date the
mineral interests vest in the United
States.

§ 3110.3–3 Lease offer size.
(a) Lease offers for public domain

minerals shall not be made for less
than 640 acres or 1 full section, which-
ever is larger, where the lands have
been surveyed under the rectangular
survey system or are within an ap-
proved protracted survey, except where
the offer includes all available lands
within a section and there are no con-
tiguous lands available for lease. Such
public domain lease offers in Alaska
shall not be made for less than 2,560
acres or 4 full contiguous sections,
whichever is larger, where the lands
have been surveyed under the rectan-
gular survey system or are within an
approved protracted survey, except
where the offer includes all available
lands within the subject section and
there are no contiguous lands available
for lease. Where an offer exceeds the
minimum 640-acre provision of this
paragraph, the offer may include less
than all available lands in any given
section. Cornering lands are not con-
sidered contiguous lands. This para-
graph shall not apply to offers made
under § 3108.2–4 of this title or where
the offer is filed on an entire parcel as
it was offered by the Bureau in a com-
petitive sale during that period speci-
fied under § 3110.5–1 of this title.

(b) An offer to lease public domain or
acquired lands may not include more
than 10,240 acres. The lands in an offer
shall be entirely within an area of 6
miles square or within an area not ex-
ceeding 6 surveyed sections in length
or width measured in cardinal direc-
tions. An offer to lease acquired lands
may exceed the 6 mile square limit if:

(1) The lands are not surveyed under
the rectangular survey system of pub-

lic land surveys and are not within the
area of the public land surveys; and

(2) The tract desired is described by
the acquisition or tract number as-
signed by the acquiring agency and less
than 50 percent of the tract lies outside
the 6 mile square area, and such acqui-
sition or tract number is provided in
accordance with § 3110.5–2(d) of this
title in lieu of any other description.

(c) If an offer exceeds the 10,240 acre
maximum by not more than 160 acres,
the offeror shall be granted 30 days
from notice of the excess to withdraw
the excess acreage from the offer, fail-
ing which the offer shall be rejected
and priority lost.

§ 3110.4 Requirements for offer.
(a) An offer to lease shall be made on

a current form approved by the Direc-
tor, or on unofficial copies of that form
in current use. For noncompetitive
leases processed under § 3108.2–4 of this
title, the current lease form shall be
used. Copies shall be exact reproduc-
tions on 1 page of both sides of the offi-
cial approved form, without additions,
omissions, or other changes, or adver-
tising. The original copy of each offer
shall be typewritten or printed plainly
in ink, signed in ink and dated by the
offeror or the offeror’s duly authorized
agent, and shall be accompanied by the
first year’s rental and a nonrefundable
filing fee of $75. The original and 2 cop-
ies of each offer to lease, with each
copy showing that the original has
been signed, shall be filed in the proper
BLM office. A noncompetitive offer to
lease a future interest applied for
under ‘‘§ 3110.9’’ of this title shall be ac-
companied by a nonrefundable filing
fee of $75. Where remittances for offers
are returned for insufficient funds, the
offer shall not obtain priority of filing
until the date the remittance is prop-
erly made.

(b) Where a correction to an offer is
made, whether at the option of the of-
feror or at the request of the author-
ized officer, it shall gain priority as of
the date the filing is correct and com-
plete. The priority that existed before
the date the corrected offer is filed,
may be defeated by an intervening
offer to the extent of any conflict in
such offers, except as provided under
§§ 3103.2–1(a) and 3110.3–3(c) of this title.
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(c) An offer shall be limited to either
public domain minerals or acquired
lands minerals, subject to the provi-
sions for corrections under paragraph
(b) of this section.

(d) Compliance with subpart 3102
shall be required.

(e) All offers for leases should name
the United States agency from which
consent to the issuance of a lease shall
be obtained, or the agency that may
have title records covering the owner-
ship for the mineral interest involved,
and identify the project, if any, of
which the lands covered by the offer
are a part.

[53 FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3110.5 Description of lands in offer.

§ 3110.5–1 Parcel number description.
From the first day following the end

of a competitive process until the end
of that same month, the only accept-
able description for a noncompetitive
lease offer for the lands covered by
that competitive process shall be the
parcel number on the List of Lands
Available for Competitive Nominations
or the Notice of Competitive Lease
Sale, whichever is appropriate. Each
such offer shall contain only a single
parcel. Thereafter, the description of
the lands shall be made in accordance
with the remainder of this section.

§ 3110.5–2 Public domain.
(a) If the lands have been surveyed

under the public land rectangular sur-
vey system, each offer shall describe
the lands by legal subdivision, section,
township, range, and, if needed, merid-
ian.

(b) If the lands have not been sur-
veyed under the public land rectan-
gular system, each offer shall describe
the lands by metes and bounds, giving
courses and distances between the suc-
cessive angle points on the boundary of
the tract, and connected by courses
and distances to an official corner of
the public land surveys.

(c) When protracted surveys have
been approved and the effective date
thereof published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, all offers to lease lands shown on
such protracted surveys, filed on or
after such effective date, shall describe

the lands in the same manner as pro-
vided in paragraph (a) of this section
for officially surveyed lands.

(d)(1) Where offers are pending for
unsurveyed lands that are subse-
quently surveyed or protracted before
the lease issuance, the description in
the lease shall be conformed to the sub-
divisions of the approved protracted
survey or the public land survey,
whichever is appropriate.

(2) The description of lands in an ex-
isting lease shall be conformed to a
subsequent resurvey or amended pro-
traction survey, whichever is appro-
priate.

(e) The requirements of this section
shall apply to applications for conver-
sion of abandoned unpatented oil plac-
er mining claims made under § 3108.2–4
of this title, except that deficiencies
shall be curable.

§ 3110.5–3 Acquired lands.
(a) If the lands applied for lie within

and conform to the rectangular system
of public land surveys and constitute
either all or a portion of the tract ac-
quired by the United States, such lands
shall be described by legal subdivision,
section, township, range, and, if need-
ed, meridian.

(b) If the lands applied for do not con-
form to the rectangular system of pub-
lic land surveys, but lie within an area
of the public land surveys and con-
stitute the entire tract acquired by the
United States, such lands shall be de-
scribed by metes and bounds, giving
courses and distances between the suc-
cessive angle points with appropriate
ties to the nearest official survey cor-
ner, or a copy of the deed or other con-
veyance document by which the United
States acquired title to the lands may
be attached to the offer and referred to
therein in lieu of redescribing the lands
on the offer form. If the desired lands
constitute less than the entire tract
acquired by the United States, such
lands shall be described by metes and
bounds, giving courses and distances
between the successive angle points
with appropriate ties to the nearest of-
ficial survey corner. If a portion of the
boundary of the desired lands coincides
with the boundary in the deed or other
conveyance document, that boundary
need not be redescribed on the offer
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form, provided that a copy of the deed
or other conveyance document upon
which the coinciding description is
clearly identified is attached to the
offer. That portion of the description
not coinciding shall be tied by descrip-
tion on the offer by courses and dis-
tances between successive angle points
into the description in the deed or
other conveyance document.

(c) If the lands applied for lie outside
an area of the public land surveys and
constitute the entire tract acquired by
the United States, such lands shall be
described as in the deed or other con-
veyance document by which the United
States acquired title to the lands, or a
copy of that document may be at-
tached to the offer and referred to
therein in lieu of redescribing the lands
on the offer form. If the desired lands
constitute less than the entire tract
acquired by the United States, such
lands shall be described by courses and
distances between successive angle
points tying by courses and distances
into the description in the deed or
other conveyance document. If a por-
tion of the boundary of the desired
lands coincides with the boundary in
the deed or other conveyance docu-
ment, that boundary need not be re-
described on the offer form, provided
that a copy of the deed or other con-
veyance document upon which the co-
inciding description is clearly identi-
fied is attached to the offer. That por-
tion of the description not coinciding
shall be tied by description in the offer
by courses and distances between suc-
cessive angle points into the descrip-
tion in the deed or other conveyance
document.

(d) Where the acquiring agency has
assigned an acquisition or tract num-
ber covering the lands applied for,
without loss of priority to the offeror,
the authorized officer may require that
number in addition to any description
otherwise required by this section. If
the authorized officer determines that
the acquisition or tract number, to-
gether with identification of the State
and county, constitutes an adequate
description, the authorized officer may
allow the description in this manner in
lieu of other descriptions required by
this section.

(e) Where the lands applied for do not
conform to the rectangular system of
public land surveys, without loss of pri-
ority to the offeror, the authorized offi-
cer may require 3 copies of a map upon
which the location of the desired lands
are clearly marked with respect to the
administrative unit or project of which
they are a part.

§ 3110.5–4 Accreted lands.
Where an offer includes any accreted

lands, the accreted lands shall be de-
scribed by metes and bounds, giving
courses and distances between the suc-
cessive angle points on the boundary of
the tract, and connected by courses
and distances to an angle point on the
perimeter of the tract to which the ac-
cretions appertain.

§ 3110.5–5 Conflicting descriptions.
If there is any variation in the land

description among the required copies
of the official forms, the copy showing
the date and time of receipt in the
proper BLM office shall control.

[53 FR 22840, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31868, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3110.6 Withdrawal of offer.
An offer for noncompetitive lease

under this subpart may be withdrawn
in whole or in part by the offeror. How-
ever, a withdrawal of an offer made in
accordance with § 3110.1(b) of this title
may be made only if the withdrawal is
received by the proper BLM office after
60 days from the date of filing of such
offer. No withdrawal may be made once
the lease, an amendment of the lease,
or a separate lease, whichever covers
the lands so described in the with-
drawal, has been signed on behalf of
the United States. If a public domain
offer is partially withdrawn, the lands
retained in the offer shall comply with
§ 3110.3–3(a) of this title.

§ 3110.7 Action on offer.
(a) No lease shall be issued before

final action has been taken on any
prior offer to lease the lands or any ex-
tension of, or petition for reinstate-
ment of, an existing or former lease on
the lands. If a lease is issued before
final action, it shall be canceled, if the
prior offeror is qualified to receive a
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lease or the petitioner is entitled to re-
instatement of a former lease.

(b) The authorized officer shall not
issue a lease for lands covered by a
lease which terminated automatically,
until 90 days after the date of termi-
nation.

(c) The United States shall indicate
its acceptance of the lease offer, in
whole or in part, and the issuance of
the lease, by signature of the author-
ized officer on the current lease form.
A signed copy of the lease shall be de-
livered to the offeror.

(d) Except as otherwise specifically
provided in the regulations of this
group, an offer that is not filed in ac-
cordance with the regulations in this
part shall be rejected.

(e) Filing an offer on a lease form not
currently in use, unless such lease form
has been declared obsolete by the Di-
rector prior to the filing shall be al-
lowed, on the condition that the offeror
is bound by the terms and conditions of
the lease form currently in use.

§ 3110.8 Amendment to lease.
After the competitive process has

concluded in accordance with subpart
3120 of this title, if any of the lands de-
scribed in a lease offer for lands avail-
able during the 2-year period are open
to oil and gas filing when the offer is
filed but are omitted from the lease for
any reason the original lease shall be
amended to include the omitted lands
unless, before the issuance of the
amendment, the proper BLM office re-
ceives a withdrawal of the offer with
respect to such lands or the offeror
elects to receive a separate lease in
lieu of an amendment. Such election
shall be made by submission of a signed
statement of the offeror requesting a
separate lease, and a new offer on the
required form executed pursuant to
this part describing the remaining
lands in the original offer. The new
offer shall have the same priority as
the old offer. No new application fee is
required with the new offer. The rental
payment held in connection with the
original offer shall be applied to the
new offer. The rental and the term of
the lease for the lands added by an
amendment shall be the same as if the
lands had been included in the original
lease when it was issued. If a separate

lease is issued, it shall be dated in ac-
cordance with § 3110.3–2 of this title.

§ 3110.9 Future interest offers.

§ 3110.9–1 Availability.

A noncompetitive future interest
lease shall not be issued until the lands
covered by the offer have been made
available for competitive lease under
subpart 3120 of this title. An offer made
for lands that are leased competitively
shall be rejected.

§ 3110.9–2 Form of offer.

An offer to lease a future interest
shall be filed in accordance with this
subpart, and may include tracts in
which the United States owns a frac-
tional present interest as well as the
future interest for which a lease is
sought.

§ 3110.9–3 Fractional present and fu-
ture interest.

Where the United States owns both a
present fractional interest and a future
fractional interest in the minerals in
the same tract, the lease, when issued,
shall cover both the present and future
interests in the lands. The effective
date and primary term of the present
interest lease is unaffected by the vest-
ing of a future fractional interest. The
lease for the future fractional interest,
when such interest vests in the United
States, shall have the same primary
term and anniversary date as the
present fractional interest lease.

§ 3110.9–4 Future interest terms and
conditions.

(a) No rental or royalty shall be due
to the United States prior to the vest-
ing of the oil and gas rights in the
United States. However, the future in-
terest lessee shall agree that if he/she
is or becomes the holder of any present
interest operating rights in the lands:

(1) The future interest lessee trans-
fers all or a part of the lessee’s present
oil and gas interests, such lessee shall
file in the proper BLM office an assign-
ment or transfer, in accordance with
subpart 3106 of this title, of the future
interest lease of the same type and pro-
portion as the transfer of the present
interest, and
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(2) The future interest lessee’s
present lease interests are relin-
quished, cancelled, terminated, or ex-
pired, the future interest lease rights
with the United States also shall cease
and terminate to the same extent.

(b) Upon vesting of the oil and gas
rights in the United States, the future
interest lease rental and royalty shall
be as for any noncompetitive lease
issued under this subpart, as provided
in subpart 3103 of this title, and the
acreage shall be chargeable in accord-
ance with § 3101.2 of this title.

PART 3120—COMPETITIVE LEASES

Subpart 3120—Competitive Leases

Sec.
3120.1 General.
3120.1–1 Lands available for competitive

leasing.
3120.1–2 Requirements.
3120.1–3 Protests and appeals.
3120.2 Lease terms.
3120.2–1 Duration of lease.
3120.2–2 Dating of leases.
3120.2–3 Lease size.
3120.3 Nomination process.
3120.3–1 General.
3120.3–2 Filing of a nomination for competi-

tive leasing.
3120.3–3 Minimum bid and rental remit-

tance.
3120.3–4 Withdrawal of a nomination.
3120.3–5 Parcels receiving nominations.
3120.3–6 Parcels not receiving nominations.
3120.3–7 Refund.
3120.4 Notice of competitive lease sale.
3120.4–1 General.
3120.4–2 Posting of notice.
3120.5 Competitive sale.
3120.5–1 Oral auction.
3120.5–2 Payments required.
3120.5–3 Award of lease.
3120.6 Parcels not bid on at auction.
3120.7 Future interest.
3120.7–1 Nomination to make lands avail-

able for competitive lease.
3120.7–2 Future interest terms and condi-

tions.
3120.7–3 Compensatory royalty agreements.

AUTHORITY: Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended and supplemented (30 U.S.C. 181 et
seq.), the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
Lands of 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359),
the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act as amended (16 U.S.C. 3101 et
seq.), the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the
Federal Property and Administrative Serv-
ices Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.), and the

Attorney General’s Opinion of April 2, 1941
(40 Op. Atty. Gen. 41).

SOURCE: 53 FR 22843, June 17, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3120—Competitive
Leases

§ 3120.1 General.

§ 3120.1–1 Lands available for competi-
tive leasing.

All lands available for leasing shall
be offered for competitive bidding
under this subpart, including but not
limited to:

(a) Lands in oil and gas leases that
have terminated, expired, been can-
celled or relinquished.

(b) Lands for which authority to
lease has been delegated from the Gen-
eral Services Administration.

(c) If, in proceeding to cancel a lease,
interest in a lease, option to acquire a
lease or an interest therein, acquired in
violation of any of the provisions of the
act, an underlying lease, interest or op-
tion in the lease is cancelled or for-
feited to the United States and there
are valid interests therein that are not
subject to cancellation, forfeiture, or
compulsory disposition, such under-
lying lease, interest, or option shall be
sold to the highest responsible quali-
fied bidder by competitive bidding
under this subpart, subject to all out-
standing valid interests therein and
valid options pertaining thereto. If less
than the whole interest in the lease, in-
terest, or option is cancelled or for-
feited, such partial interest shall like-
wise be sold by competitive bidding. If
no satisfactory bid is obtained as a re-
sult of the competitive offering of such
whole or partial interests, such inter-
ests may be sold in accordance with
section 27 of the Act by such other
methods as the authorized officer
deems appropriate, but on terms no
less favorable to the United States
than those of the best competitive bid
received. Interest in outstanding
leases(s) so sold shall be subject to the
terms and conditions of the existing
lease(s).

(d) Lands which are otherwise un-
available for leasing but which are sub-
ject to drainage (protective leasing).
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(e) Lands included in any expression
of interest or noncompetitive offer, ex-
cept offers properly filed within the 2-
year period provided under § 3110.1(b) of
this title, submitted to the authorized
officer.

(f) Lands selected by the authorized
officer.

§ 3120.1–2 Requirements.
(a) Each proper BLM Sate office shall

hold sales at least quarterly if lands
are available for competitive leasing.

(b) Lease sales shall be conducted by
a competitive oral bidding process.

(c) The national minimum acceptable
bid shall be $2 per acre or fraction
thereof payable on the gross acreage,
and shall not be prorated for any lands
in which the United States owns a frac-
tional interest.

§ 3120.1–3 Protests and appeals.
No action pursuant to the regula-

tions in this subpart shall be suspended
under § 4.21(a) of this title due to an ap-
peal from a decision by the authorized
officer to hold a lease sale. The author-
ized officer may suspend the offering of
a specific parcel while considering a
protest or appeal against its inclusion
in a Notice of Competitive Lease Sale.

Only the Assistant Secretary for
Land and Minerals Management may
suspend a lease sale for good and just
cause after reviewing the reason(s) for
an appeal.

§ 3120.2 Lease terms.

§ 3120.2–1 Duration of lease.
Competitive leases shall be issued for

a primary term of 10 years.

[58 FR 40754, July 30, 1993]

§ 3120.2–2 Dating of leases.
All competitive leases shall be con-

sidered issued when signed by the au-
thorized officer. Competitive leases, ex-
cept future interest leases issued under
§ 3120.7 of this title, shall be effective as
of the first day of the month following
the date the leases are signed on behalf
of the United States. A lease may be
made effective on the first day of the
month within which it is issued if a
written request is made prior to the
date of signature of the authorized offi-
cer. Leases for future interest shall be

effective as of the date the mineral in-
terests vest in the United States.

§ 3120.2–3 Lease size.
Lands shall be offered in leasing

units of not more than 2,560 acres out-
side Alaska, or 5,760 acres within Alas-
ka, which shall be as nearly compact in
form as possible.

§ 3120.3 Nomination process.
The Director may elect to implement

the provisions contained in §§ 3120.3–1
through 3120.3–7 of this title after re-
view of any comments received during
a period of not less than 30 days fol-
lowing publication in the FEDERAL
REGISTER of notice that implementa-
tion of those sections is being consid-
ered.

§ 3120.3–1 General.
The Director may elect to accept

nominations requiring submission of
the national minimum acceptable bid,
as set forth in this section, as part of
the competitive process required by the
act, or elect to accept informal expres-
sions of interest. A List of Lands Avail-
able for Competitive Nominations may
be posted in accordance with § 3120.4 of
this title, and nominations in response
to this list shall be made in accordance
with instructions contained therein
and on a form approved by the Direc-
tor. Those parcels receiving nomina-
tions shall be included in a Notice of
Competitive Lease Sale, unless the par-
cel is withdrawn by the Bureau.

§ 3120.3–2 Filing of a nomination for
competitive leasing.

Nominations filed in response to a
List of Lands Available for Competi-
tive Nominations and on a form ap-
proved by the Director shall:

(a) Include the nominator’s name and
personal or business address. The name
of only one citizen, association or part-
nership, corporation or municipality
shall appear as the nominator. All
communications relating to leasing
shall be sent to that name and address,
which shall constitute the nominator’s
name and address of record:

(b) Be completed, signed in ink and
filed in accordance with the instruc-
tions printed on the form and the regu-
lations in this subpart. Execution of
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the nomination form shall constitute a
legally binding offer to lease by the
nominator, including all terms and
conditions;

(c) Be filed within the filing period
and in the BLM office specified in the
List of Lands Available for Competi-
tive Nominations. A nomination shall
be unacceptable and shall be returned
with all moneys refunded if it has not
been completed and timely filed in ac-
cordance with the instructions on the
form or with the other requirements in
this subpart; and

(d) Be accompanied by a remittance
sufficient to cover the national min-
imum acceptable bid, the first year’s
rental per acre or fraction thereof, and
the administrative fee as set forth in
§ 3120.5–2(b) of this title for each parcel
nominated on the form.

[53 FR 22843, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug.
22, 1988]

§ 3120.3–3 Minimum bid and rental re-
mittance.

Nominations filed in response to a
List of Lands Available for Competi-
tive Nominations shall be accompanied
by a single remittance. Failure to sub-
mit either a separate remittance with
each form or an amount sufficient to
cover all the parcels nominated on
each form shall cause the entire filing
to be deemed unacceptable with all
moneys refunded.

§ 3120.3–4 Withdrawal of a nomination.
A nomination shall not be with-

drawn, except by the Bureau for cause,
in which case all moneys shall be re-
funded.

§ 3120.3–5 Parcels receiving nomina-
tions.

Parcels which receive nominations
shall be included in a Notice of Com-
petitive Lease Sale. The Notice shall
indicate which parcels received mul-
tiple nominations in response to a List
of Lands Available for Competitive
Nominations, or parcels which have
been withdrawn by the Bureau.

§ 3120.3–6 Parcels not receiving nomi-
nations.

Lands included in the List of Lands
Available for Competitive Nominations
which are not included in the Notice of

Competitive Lease Sale because they
were not nominated, unless they were
withdrawn by the Bureau, shall be
available for a 2-year period, for non-
competitive leasing as specified in the
List.

§ 3120.3–7 Refund.
The minimum bid, first year’s rental

and administrative fee shall be re-
funded to all nominators who are un-
successful at the oral auction.

§ 3120.4 Notice of competitive lease
sale.

§ 3120.4–1 General.
(a) The lands available for competi-

tive lease sale under this subpart shall
be described in a Notice of Competitive
Lease Sale.

(b) The time, date, and place of the
competitive lease sale shall be stated
in the Notice.

(c) The notice shall include an identi-
fication of, and a copy of, stipulations
applicable to each parcel.

§ 3120.4–2 Posting of notice.
At least 45 days prior to conducting a

competitive auction, lands to be of-
fered for competitive lease sale, as in-
cluded in a List of Lands Available for
Competitive Nominations or in a No-
tice of Competitive Lease Sale, shall be
posted in the proper BLM office having
jurisdiction over the lands as specified
in § 1821.2–1(d) of this title, and shall be
made available for posting to surface
managing agencies having jurisdiction
over any of the included lands.

§ 3120.5 Competitive sale.

§ 3120.5–1 Oral auction.
(a) Parcels shall be offered by oral

bidding. The existence of a nomination
accompanied by the national minimum
acceptable bid shall be announced at
the auction for the parcel.

(b) A winning bid shall be the highest
oral bid by a qualified bidder, equal to
or exceeding the national minimum ac-
ceptable bid. The decision of the auc-
tioneer shall be final.

(c) Two or more nominations on the
same parcel when the bids are equal to
the national minimum acceptable bid,
with no higher oral bid being made,
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shall be returned with all moneys re-
funded. If the Bureau reoffers the par-
cel, it shall be reoffered only competi-
tively under this subpart with any non-
competitive offer filed under § 3110.1(a)
of this title retaining priority, pro-
vided no bid is received at an oral auc-
tion.

§ 3120.5–2 Payments required.
(a) Payments shall be made in ac-

cordance with § 3103.1–1 of this title.
(b) Each winning bidder shall submit,

by the close of official business hours,
or such other time as may be specified
by the authorized officer, on the day of
the sale for the parcel:

(1) The minimum bonus bid of $2 per
acre or fraction thereof;

(2) The total amount of the first
year’s rental; and

(3) An administrative fee of $75 per
parcel.

(c) The winning bidder shall submit
the balance of the bonus bid to the
proper BLM office within 10 working
days after the last day of the oral auc-
tion.

§ 3120.5–3 Award of lease.
(a) A bid shall not be withdrawn and

shall constitute a legally binding com-
mitment to execute the lease bid form
and accept a lease, including the obli-
gation to pay the bonus bid, first year’s
rental, and administrative fee. Execu-
tion by the high bidder of a competi-
tive lease bid form approved by the Di-
rector constitutes certification of com-
pliance with subpart 3102 of this title,
shall constitute a binding lease offer,
including all terms and conditions ap-
plicable thereto, and shall be required
when payment is made in accordance
with § 3120.5–2(b) of this title. Failure
to comply with § 3120.5–2(c) of this title
shall result in rejection of the bid and
forfeiture of the monies submitted
under § 3120.5–2(b) of this title.

(b) A lease shall be awarded to the
highest responsible qualified bidder. A
copy of the lease shall be provided to
the lessee after signature by the au-
thorized officer.

(c) If a bid is rejected, the lands shall
be reoffered competitively under this
subpart with any noncompetitive offer
filed under § 3110.1(a) of this title re-

taining priority, provided no bid is re-
ceived in an oral auction.

(d) Issuance of the lease shall be con-
sistent with § 3110.7 (a) and (b) of this
title.

§ 3120.6 Parcels not bid on at auction.

Lands offered at the oral auction
that receive no bids shall be available
for filing for noncompetitive lease for a
2-year period beginning the first busi-
ness day following the auction at a
time specified in the Notice of Com-
petitive Lease Sale.

§ 3120.7 Future interest.

§ 3120.7–1 Nomination to make lands
available for competitive lease.

A nomination for a future interest
lease shall be filed in accordance with
this subpart.

§ 3120.7–2 Future interest terms and
conditions.

(a) No rental or royalty shall be due
to the United States prior to the vest-
ing of the oil and gas rights in the
United States. However, the future in-
terest lessee shall agree that if, he/she
is or becomes the holder of any present
interest operating rights in the lands:

(1) The future interest lessee trans-
fers all or a part of the lessee’s present
oil and gas interests, such lessee shall
file in the proper BLM office an assign-
ment or transfer, in accordance with
subpart 3106 of this title, of the future
interest lease of the same type and pro-
portion as the transfer of the present
interest, and

(2) The future interest lessee’s
present lease interests are relin-
quished, cancelled, terminated, or ex-
pired, the future interest lease rights
with the United States also shall cease
and terminate to the same extent.

(b) Upon vesting of the oil and gas
rights in the United States, the future
interest lease rental and royalty shall
be as for any competitive lease issued
under this subpart, as provided in sub-
part 3103 of this title, and the acreage
shall be chargeable in accordance with
§ 3101.2 of this title.
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§ 3120.7–3 Compensatory royalty
agreements.

The terms and conditions of compen-
satory royalty agreements involving
acquired lands in which the United
States owns a future or fractional in-
terest shall be established on an indi-
vidual case basis. Such agreements
shall be required when leasing is not
possible in situations where the inter-
est of the United States in the oil and
gas deposit includes both a present and
a future fractional interest in the same
tract containing a producing well.

[53 FR 22843, June 17, 1988]

PART 3130—OIL AND GAS LEAS-
ING: NATIONAL PETROLEUM RE-
SERVE, ALASKA

NOTE: The information collection require-
ments contained in part 3130 have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3507 and assigned
clearance number 1004–0067. The information
is being collected to allow the authorized of-
ficer to determine if the bidder is qualified
to hold a lease. The information will be used
in making that determination. The obliga-
tion to respond is required to obtain a ben-
efit.

Subpart 3130—Oil and Gas Leasing, Na-
tional Petroleum Reserve, Alaska:
General

Sec.
3130.0–1 Purpose.
3130.0–2 Policy.
3130.0–3 Authority.
3130.0–5 Definitions.
3130.0–7 Cross references. [Reserved]
3130.1 Attorney General review.
3130.2 Limitation on time to institute suit

to contest a Secretary’s decision.
3130.3 Drainage.
3130.4 Leasing: General.
3130.4–1 Tract size.
3130.4–2 Lease term.
3130.5 Bona fide purchasers.
3130.6 Leasing maps and land descriptions.
3130.6–1 Leasing maps.
3130.6–2 Land descriptions.

Subpart 3131—Leasing Program

3131.1 Receipt and consideration of nomina-
tions; public notice and participation.

3131.2 Tentative tract selection.
3131.3 Special stipulations.
3131.4 Lease sales.
3131.4–1 Notice of sale.

Subpart 3132—Issuance of Leases

3132.1 Who may hold a lease.
3132.2 Submission of bids.
3132.3 Payments.
3132.4 Qualifications.
3132.5 Award of leases.
3132.5–1 Forms.
3132.5–2 Dating of leases.

Subpart 3133—Rentals and Royalties

3133.1 Rentals.
3133.2 Royalties.
3133.2–1 Minimum royalties.

Subpart 3134—Bonding: General

3134.1 Bonding.
3134.1–1 Form of bond.
3134.1–2 Additional bonds.

Subpart 3135—Transfers, Extensions and
Consolidations

3135.1 Transfers and extensions, general.
3135.1–1 Transfers.
3135.1–2 Requirements for filing of transfers.
3135.1–3 Separate filing for transfers.
3135.1–4 Effect of transfer of a tract.
3135.1–5 Extension of lease.
3135.1–6 Consolidation of leases.

Subpart 3136—Relinquishments,
Terminations and Cancellations of Leases

3136.1 Relinquishment of leases or parts of
leases.

3136.2 Terminations.
3136.3 Cancellation of leases.

AUTHORITY: The Department of the Inte-
rior Appropriations Act, Fiscal year 1981 (42
U.S.C. 6508), and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.).

SOURCE: 46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3130—Oil and Gas Leas-
ing, National Petroleum Re-
serve, Alaska: General

§ 3130.0–1 Purpose.

These regulations establish the pro-
cedures under which the Secretary of
the Interior will exercise the authority
granted to administer a competitive
leasing program for oil and gas within
the National Petroleum Reserve—Alas-
ka.
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§ 3130.0–2 Policy.

The oil and gas leasing program
within the National Petroleum Re-
serve—Alaska shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with the purposes and policy
directions provided by the Department
of the Interior Appropriations Act, Fis-
cal Year 1981 (Pub. L. 96–514), and other
executive, legislative, judicial and De-
partment of the Interior guidance.

§ 3130.0–3 Authority.

(a) The Department of the Interior
Appropriations Act, Fiscal year 1981
(Pub. L. 96–514);

(b) The Naval Petroleum Reserves
Production Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6504,
et seq.); and

(c) The Federal Lands Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), except that sections 202 and 603
are not applicable.

§ 3130.0–5 Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:
(a) Act means the Department of the

Interior Appropriations Act, Fiscal
Year 1981 (Pub. L. 96–514).

(b) Bureau means the Bureau of Land
Management.

(c) Constructive operations means the
exploring, testing, surveying or other-
wise investigating the potential of a
lease for oil and gas or the actual drill-
ing or preparation for drilling of wells
therefor.

(d) NPR–A means the area formerly
within Naval Petroleum Reserve Num-
bered 4 Alaska which was redesignated
as the National Petroleum Reserve—
Alaska by the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C.
6501).

(e) Reworking operations means all op-
erations designed to secure, restore or
improve production through some use
of a hole previously drilled, including,
but not limited to, mechanical or
chemical treatment of any horizon,
deepening to test deeper strata and
plugging back to test higher strata.

(f) Special Areas means the Utokok
River, the Teshekpuk Lake areas and
other areas within NPR—A identified
by the Secretary as having significant

subsistence, recreational, fish and wild-
life or historical or scenic value.

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3130.0–7 Cross references. [Reserved]

§ 3130.1 Attorney General review.
(a) Prior to the issuance of any lease,

contract or operating agreement under
this subpart, the Secretary shall notify
the Attorney General of the proposed
issuance, the name of the successful
bidder, the terms of the proposed lease,
contract or operating agreement and
any other information the Attorney
General may require to conduct an
antitrust review of the proposed ac-
tion. Such other information shall in-
clude, but is not limited to, informa-
tion to be provided the Secretary by
the successful bidder or its owners.

(b) In advance of the publication of
any notice of sale, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall notify the Secretary of his/
her preliminary determination of the
information each successful bidder
shall be required to submit for anti-
trust review purposes. The Secretary
shall require this information to be
promptly submitted by successful bid-
ders, and may provide prospective bid-
ders the opportunity to submit such in-
formation in advance of or accom-
panying their bids. For subsequent no-
tices of sale, the Attorney General’s
preliminary information requirements
shall be as specified for the prior notice
unless a change in the requirements is
communicated to the Secretary in ad-
vance of publication of the new notice
of sale. Where a bidder in a prior sale
has previously submitted any of the
currently required information, a ref-
erence to the date of submission and to
the serial number of the record in
which it is filed, together with a state-
ment of any and all changes in the in-
formation since the date of the pre-
vious submission, shall be sufficient.

(c) The Secretary shall not issue any
lease, contract or operating agreement
until:

(1) Thirty days after the Attorney
General receives notice from the Sec-
retary of the proposed lease contract or
operating agreement, together with
any other information required under
this section; or
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(2) The Attorney General notifies the
Secretary that issuance of the proposed
lease, contract or operating agreement
does not create or maintain a situation
inconsistent with the antitrust laws,
whichever comes first. The Attorney
General shall inform the successful
bidder, and simultaneously the Sec-
retary, if the information supplied is
insufficient, and shall specify what in-
formation is required for the Attorney
General to complete his/her review.
The 30-day period shall stop running on
the date of such notification and not
resume running until the Attorney
General receives the required informa-
tion.

(d) The Secretary shall not issue the
lease, contract for operating agree-
ment to the successful bidder, if, dur-
ing the 30-day period, the Attorney
General notifies the Secretary that
such issuance would create or maintain
a situation inconsistent with the anti-
trust laws.

(e) If the Attorney General does not
reply in writing to the notification pro-
vided under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion within the 30-day review period,
the Secretary may issue the lease, con-
tract or operating agreement without
waiting for the advice of the Attorney
General.

(f) Information submitted to the Sec-
retary to comply with this section
shall be treated by the Secretary and
by the Attorney General as confiden-
tial and proprietary data if marked
confidential by the submitting bidder
or other person. Such information shall
be submitted to the Secretary in sealed
envelopes and shall be transmitted in
that form to the Attorney General.

(g) The procedures outlined in para-
graphs (a) through (f) of this section
apply to the proposed assignment or
transfer of any lease, contract or oper-
ating agreement.

§ 3130.2 Limitation on time to institute
suit to contest a Secretary’s deci-
sion.

Any action seeking judicial review of
the adequacy of any programmatic or
site-specific environmental impact
statement under section 102 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332) concerning oil and
gas leasing in NPR–A shall be barred

unless brought in the appropriate Dis-
trict Court within 60 days after notice
of availability of such statement is
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§ 3130.3 Drainage.

Upon a determination by the author-
ized officer, that lands owned by the
United States within NPR–A are being
drained, the regulations under § 3100.3
of this title, including the provisions
relating to compensatory agreements
or royalties, shall apply.

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3130.4 Leasing: General.

§ 3130.4–1 Tract size.

A tract selected for leasing shall con-
sist of a compact area of not more than
60,000 acres.

§ 3130.4–2 Lease term.

Each lease shall be issued for a pri-
mary term of 10 years, unless a shorter
term is provided in the notice of sale.

§ 3130.5 Bona fide purchasers.

The provisions of § 3108.4 of this title
shall apply to bona fide purchasers of
leases within NPR–A.

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3130.6 Leasing maps and land de-
scriptions.

§ 3130.6–1 Leasing maps.

The Bureau shall prepare leasing
maps showing the tracts to be offered
for lease sale.

§ 3130.6–2 Land descriptions.

(a) All tracts shall be composed of en-
tire sections either surveyed or pro-
tracted, whichever is applicable, except
that if the tracts are adjacent to up-
land navigable water areas, they may
be adjusted on the basis of subdivi-
sional parts of the sections.

(b) Leased lands shall be described
according to section, township and
range in accordance with the official
survey or protraction diagrams.

VerDate 29<OCT>99 13:13 Dec 02, 1999 Jkt 183169 PO 00000 Frm 00356 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183169T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 183169T



357

Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3132.1

Subpart 3131—Leasing Program
§ 3131.1 Receipt and consideration of

nominations; public notice and par-
ticipation.

During preparation of a proposed
leasing schedule, the Secretary shall
invite and consider suggestions and rel-
evant information for such program
from the Governor of Alaska, local gov-
ernments, Native corporations, indus-
try, other Federal agencies, including
the Attorney General and all inter-
ested parties, including the general
public. This request for information
shall be issued as a notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

§ 3131.2 Tentative tract selection.
(a) The State Director Alaska, Bu-

reau of Land Management, shall issue
calls for Nominations and Comments
on tracts for leasing for oil and gas in
specified areas. The call for Nomina-
tions and Comments shall be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER and may be
published in other publications as de-
sired by the State Director. Nomina-
tions and Comments on tracts shall be
addressed to the State Director Alaska,
Bureau of Land Management. The
State Director shall also request com-
ments on tracts which should receive
special concern and analysis.

(b) The State Director, after comple-
tion of the required environmental
analysis (see 40 CFR 1500–1508), shall se-
lect tracts to be offered for sale. In
making the selection, the State Direc-
tor shall consider available environ-
mental information, multiple-use con-
flicts, resource potential, industry in-
terest, information from appropriate
Federal agencies and other available
information. The State Director shall
develop measures to mitigate adverse
impacts, including lease stipulations
and information to lessees. These miti-
gating measures shall be made public
in the notice of sale.

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3131.3 Special stipulations.
Special stipulations shall be devel-

oped to the extent the authorized offi-
cer deems necessary and appropriate
for mitigating reasonably foreseeable
and significant adverse impacts on the

surface resources. Special Areas stipu-
lations for exploration or production
shall be developed in accordance with
section 104 of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. Any spe-
cial stipulations and conditions shall
be set forth in the notice of sale and
shall be attached to and made a part of
the lease, if issued. Additional stipula-
tions needed to protect surface re-
sources and special areas may be im-
posed at the time the surface use plan
and permit to drill are approved.

§ 3131.4 Lease sales.

§ 3131.4–1 Notice of sale.

(a) The State Director Alaska, Bu-
reau of Land Management, shall pub-
lish the notice of sale in the FEDERAL
REGISTER, and may publish the notice
in other publications if he/she deems it
appropriate. The publication in the
FEDERAL REGISTER shall be at least 30
days prior to the date of the sale. The
notice shall state the place and time at
which bids are to be filed, and the
place, date and hour at which bids are
to be opened.

(b) Tracts shall be offered for lease by
competitive sealed bidding under con-
ditions specified in the notice of lease
sale and in accordance with all applica-
ble laws and regulations. Bidding sys-
tems used in sales shall be based on
bidding systems included in section
(205)(a)(1)(A) through (H) of the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

(c) A detailed statement of the sale,
including a description of the areas to
be offered for lease, the lease terms,
conditions and special stipulations and
how and where to submit bids shall be
made available to the public imme-
diately after publication of the notice
of sale.

Subpart 3132—Issuance of Leases

§ 3132.1 Who may hold a lease.

Leases issued pursuant to this sub-
part may be held only by:

(a) Citizens and nationals of the
United States;

(b) Aliens lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence in the United States
as defined in 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20);
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(c) Private, public or municipal cor-
porations organized under the laws of
the United States or of any State or of
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa or any
of its territories; or

(d) Associations of such citizens, na-
tionals, resident aliens or private, pub-
lic or municipal corporations.

§ 3132.2 Submission of bids.
(a) A separate sealed bid shall be sub-

mitted for each tract in the manner
prescribed. A bid shall not be sub-
mitted for less than an entire tract.

(b) Each bidder shall submit with the
bid a certified or cashier’s check, bank
draft, U.S. currency or any other form
of payment approved by the Secretary
for one-fifth of the amount of the cash
bonus, unless stated otherwise in the
notice of sale.

(c) Each bid shall be accompanied by
statements of qualifications prepared
in accordance with § 3132.4 of this title.

(d) Bidders are bound by the provi-
sions of 18 U.S.C. 1860 prohibiting un-
lawful combination or intimidation of
bidders.

§ 3132.3 Payments.
(a) Payments of bonuses, including

deferred bonuses, first year’s rental,
other payments due upon lease
issuance, and filing fees shall be made
to the Alaska State Office, Department
of the Interior, Bureau of Land Man-
agement. All payments shall be made
by certified or cashier’s check, bank
draft, U.S. currency or any other form
of payment approved by the Secretary.
Payments shall be made payable to the
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, unless otherwise di-
rected.

(b) All other payments required by a
lease or the regulations in this part
shall be payable to the Department of
the Interior, Minerals Management
Service.

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3132.4 Qualifications.
Submission of a lease bid constitutes

certification of compliance with the
regulations of this part. Anyone seek-
ing to acquire, or anyone holding, a

Federal oil and gas lease or interest
therein may be required to submit ad-
ditional information to show compli-
ance with the regulations of this part.

[47 FR 8546, Feb. 26, 1982]

§ 3132.5 Award of leases.

(a) Sealed bids received in response
to the notice of lease sale shall be
opened at the place, date and hour
specified in the notice of sale. The
opening of bids is for the sole purpose
of publicly announcing and recording
the bids received. No bids shall be ac-
cepted or rejected at that time.

(b) The United States reserves the
right to reject any and all bids received
for any tract, regardless of the amount
offered.

(c) In the event the highest bids are
tie bids, the tying bidders shall be al-
lowed to submit within 15 days of the
public announcement of a tie bid addi-
tional sealed bids to break the tie. The
additional bids shall include any addi-
tional amount necessary to bring the
amount tendered with his/her bid to
one-fifth of the additional bid. Addi-
tional bids to break tie bids shall be
processed in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section.

(d) If the authorized officer fails to
accept the highest bid for a lease with-
in 90 days or a lesser period of time as
specified in the notice of sale, the high-
est bid for that lease shall be consid-
ered rejected. This 90-day period or
lesser period as specified in the notice
of sale shall not include any period of
time during which acceptance, rejec-
tion or other processing of bids and
lease issuance by the Department of
the Interior are enjoined or prohibited
by court order.

(e) Written notice of the final deci-
sion on the bids shall be transmitted to
those bidders whose deposits have been
held in accordance with instructions
set forth in the notice of sale. If a bid
is accepted, 2 copies of the lease shall
be transmitted with the notice of ac-
ceptance to the successful bidder. The
bidder shall, not later than the 15th
day after receipt of the lease, sign both
copies of the lease and return them, to-
gether with the first year’s rental and
the balance of the bonus bid, unless de-
ferred, and shall file a bond, if required
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