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(d) Maintain records for inspection
and audit by BLM in accordance with
30 U.S.C. 17.13(b).

§ 3195.32 Where can I find a list of Fed-
eral agencies that use helium?

You must request from BLM in writ-
ing the list of Federal agencies that
have purchased a major helium re-
quirement during the past year.

§ 3195.33 What information must I re-
port to BLM?

(a) In accordance with the In-Kind
Crude Helium Sales Contract, within 45
days of the end of each quarter, you
must report to BLM (see § 3195.13) the
following:

(1) The name of the Federal agency
to which you supplied helium;

(2) The amount of helium you deliv-
ered and the date you delivered it; and

(3) The helium use location.
(b) In accordance with the In-Kind

Crude Helium Sales Contract, by No-
vember 15 of each year, you must re-
port to BLM (see § 3195.13) the fol-
lowing:

(1) The name of the Federal agency
to which you supplied helium; and

(2) The cumulative amount of helium
delivered during the previous fiscal
year for each Federal agency.

§ 3195.34 What happens to my Helium
Distribution Contracts?

Helium Distribution Contracts be-
tween BLM and a helium distributor
have been terminated. You must exe-
cute an In-Kind Crude Helium Sales
Contract before you sell a major he-
lium requirement to a Federal agency.

§ 3195.35 What happens if I have an
outstanding obligation to purchase
refined helium under a Helium Dis-
tribution Contract?

If you were obligated to buy refined
helium under a Helium Distribution
Contract, your In-Kind Crude Helium
Sales Contract requires you to buy an
equivalent amount of crude helium in
lieu of that obligation.

§ 3195.36 What happens if there is a
shortage of helium?

If there is a shortage of helium (ei-
ther company specific or industry
wide) which would cause you to defer

helium shipments to a buyer, you
must, in accordance with your In-Kind
Crude Helium Sales Contract, give the
United States priority over non-gov-
ernment requirements.

§ 3195.37 Under what circumstances
can BLM terminate me as an au-
thorized Federal helium supplier?

BLM has the authority to terminate
you as an authorized Federal helium
supplier for:

(a) Nonpayment for a like amount of
crude helium;

(b) Not reporting helium deliveries
according to your In-Kind Crude He-
lium Sales Contract and these regula-
tions;

(c) Not taking delivery of a purchase
of a like amount of crude helium not
covered by a valid helium storage con-
tract; or

(d) Any other breach of contract or
violation of these regulations.

Group 3200—Geothermal
Resources Leasing

NOTE: The collections of information con-
tained in parts 3200, 3210, 3220, 3240, 3250, and
3260 of Group 3200 have been approved by the
Office of Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned clearance
numbers 1004–0034, 1004–0074, 1004.0132, and
1004–0160. The information will be used to
maintain an orderly program for leasing, de-
velopment, and production of Federal geo-
thermal resources. Responses are required to
obtain benefits in accordance with the Geo-
thermal Steam Act of 1970, as amended.

Public reporting burden for this informa-
tion is estimated to average 1.6 hours per re-
sponse, including the time for reviewing
insstructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other
aspect of this collection of information, in-
cluding suggestions for reducing the burden,
to the Division of Information Resources
Management, Bureau of Land Management,
1800 C Street, NW., Premier Building, Room
208, Washington DC 20240; and the Paperwork
Reduction Project (1004–0160), Office of Man-
agement and Budget, Washington, DC 20503.

(See 54 FR 13885, Apr. 6, 1989 and 55 FR 26443,
June 28, 1990)
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PART 3200—GEOTHERMAL
RESOURCE LEASING

Subpart 3200—Geothermal Resource
Leasing

Sec.
3200.1 Definitions.
3200.2 Information collection.
3200.3 Changes in agency duties.
3200.4 What requirements must I comply

with when taking any actions or con-
ducting any operations under this part?

3200.5 What are my rights of appeal?

Subpart 3201—Available Lands

3201.10 What lands are available for geo-
thermal leasing?

3201.11 What lands are not available for geo-
thermal leasing?

Subpart 3202—Lessee Qualifications

3202.10 Who may hold a geothermal lease?
3202.11 Must I prove I am qualified to hold a

lease when filing an offer to lease?
3202.12 Are other persons allowed to act on

my behalf to file an offer to lease?
3202.13 What happens if the offeror dies be-

fore the lease is issued?

Subpart 3203—Obtaining a Lease

3203.10 How can I obtain a geothermal
lease?

3203.11 How is a KGRA determined?

Subpart 3204—Noncompetitive Leasing

3204.10 How do I file a lease offer?
3204.11 How do I describe the lands in my

lease offer?
3204.12 What fees must I pay with my lease

offer?
3204.13 May I combine acquired and public

domain lands on the same lease offer?
3204.14 What is the largest and smallest

lease I can apply for?
3204.15 What happens when two or more

offerors apply for a noncompetitive lease
for the same land?

3204.16 How does BLM determine the first
qualified offeror?

3204.17 May I withdraw my lease offer?
3204.18 May I amend my lease offer?

Subpart 3205—Competitive Leasing

3205.10 How does BLM lease lands competi-
tively?

3205.11 How do I get information about com-
petitive lease terms and conditions?

3205.12 How do I bid for a parcel?
3205.13 What is the minimum acceptable

bid?
3205.14 How does BLM conduct the sale?

3205.15 To whom does BLM issue the lease?
3205.16 How will I know whether my bid is

accepted?

Subpart 3206—Lease Issuance

3206.10 What must I do for BLM to issue my
lease?

3206.11 What must BLM do before issuing
my lease?

3206.12 What is the maximum acreage I may
hold?

3206.13 How does BLM compute acreage
holdings?

3206.14 How will BLM charge acreage hold-
ings if the United States owns only a
fractional interest in the geothermal re-
sources?

3206.15 Is there any acreage which is not
chargeable?

3206.16 What will BLM do if my holdings ex-
ceed the maximum acreage limits?

3206.17 What is the primary term of my
lease?

3206.18 When will BLM issue my lease?

Subpart 3207—Additional Lease Term

3207.10 When may I get an additional lease
term beyond the primary term?

3207.11 May I renew my lease at the end of
its additional term?

Subpart 3208—Extending the Primary
Lease Term

3208.10 When may I extend my lease beyond
the primary term?

3208.11 What must I do to have my lease ex-
tended?

3208.12 What information must I give BLM
to show that I have made bona fide ef-
forts to produce or utilize geothermal re-
sources in commercial quantities?

3208.13 Will BLM extend my lease if I choose
to pay instead of produce in commercial
quantities?

3208.14 What will BLM do if I choose to
make significant expenditures?

3208.15 What actions may I take which will
count as significant expenditures?

3208.16 During the extension, may I switch
my choice to either pay instead of
produce in commercial quantities or
make significant expenditures?

3208.17 If I begin production, do I get a cred-
it for payments made instead of produc-
tion in commercial quantities or signifi-
cant expenditures?

Subpart 3209—Conversion of Lease
Producing Byproducts

3209.10 May I convert my geothermal lease
to a mineral lease?

3209.11 May I convert my geothermal lease
to a mining claim?
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3209.12 May BLM include additional terms
and conditions to my converted lease?

3209.13 How do I convert my geothermal
lease to a mineral lease or a mining
claim?

Subpart 3210—Additional Lease
Information

3210.10 When does lease segregation occur?
3210.11 Does a lease segregated from an

agreement or plan receive any benefits
from unitization of the committed por-
tion of the original lease?

3210.12 May I consolidate leases?
3210.13 What is the diligent exploration re-

quirement?
3210.14 How do I meet the diligent explo-

ration requirement?
3210.15 Can I do something instead of per-

forming diligent exploration?
3210.16 What happens if I do not meet the

diligent exploration requirement or pay
the additional rent?

3210.17 Can someone lease or locate other
minerals on the same lands as my geo-
thermal lease?

3210.18 May BLM readjust the terms and
conditions in my lease?

3210.19 How will BLM readjust the terms
and conditions in my lease?

3210.20 May BLM readjust the rental and
royalty rates in my lease?

3210.21 What if I appeal BLM’s decision to
adjust my lease terms?

3210.22 Must I prevent drainage of geo-
thermal resources from my lease?

3210.23 What will BLM do if I do not protect
my lease from drainage?

Subpart 3211—Fees, Rent, and Royalties

3211.10 What are the filing fees, rent, and
minimum royalties for leases?

3211.11 When is my annual rental payment
due?

3211.12 How and where do I pay my rent?
3211.13 Is there a different rental or min-

imum royalty amount for a fractional in-
terest lease?

3211.14 Will I always pay rent on my lease?
3211.15 Must I pay rent if my lease is com-

mitted to an approved cooperative or
unit plan?

3211.16 What is the royalty rate for produc-
tion from or attributable to my lease?

3211.17 When do I owe minimum royalty?

Subpart 3212—Lease Suspensions and
Royalty Rate Reductions

3212.10 What is the difference between a sus-
pension of operations and production and
a suspension of operations?

3212.11 How do I obtain a suspension of oper-
ations or operations and production on
my lease?

3212.12 How long does a suspension of oper-
ations or operations and production last?

3212.13 How does a suspension affect my
lease terms?

3212.14 What happens when the suspension
ends?

3212.15 May BLM reduce or suspend the roy-
alty or rental rate of my lease?

3212.16 What information must I submit
when I request that BLM suspend, reduce
or waive my royalty or rental rate?

Subpart 3213—Relinquishment,
Termination, Cancellation, and Expiration

3213.10 Who may relinquish a lease?
3213.11 What must I do to relinquish a lease?
3213.12 May BLM accept a partial relin-

quishment if it will reduce my lease to
less than 640 acres?

3213.13 When does my relinquishment take
effect?

3213.14 How can my lease automatically ter-
minate?

3213.15 Will my lease automatically termi-
nate if my rental payment is on time but
for the wrong amount?

3213.16 Will BLM notify me if my lease ter-
minates?

3213.17 May BLM reinstate my lease?
3213.18 Who may petition to reinstate a

lease?
3213.19 What must I do to have my lease re-

instated?
3213.20 Are there reasons why BLM would

not reinstate my lease?
3213.21 When will my lease expire?
3213.22 Will BLM notify me when my lease’s

extended term expires?
3213.23 May BLM cancel my lease?
3213.24 When is a cancellation effective?
3213.25 What can I do if BLM notifies me

that my lease is being canceled due to
violations of the laws, regulations or
lease terms?

Subpart 3214—Personal and Surety Bonds

3214.10 Who must post a geothermal bond?
3214.11 Who must my bond cover?
3214.12 What activities must my bond

cover?
3214.13 What is the minimum dollar amount

required for a bond?
3214.14 May BLM increase the bond amount

above the minimum?
3214.15 What kind of financial guarantee

will BLM accept to back my bond?
3214.16 Is there a special bond form I must

use?
3214.17 Where must I submit my bond?
3214.18 Who will BLM hold liable under the

bond and what are they liable for?
3214.19 What are my bonding requirements

when a lease interest is transferred to
me?
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3214.20 How do I modify or extend the terms
and conditions of my bond?

3214.21 What must I do if I want to use a
certificate of deposit to back my bond?

3214.22 What must I do if I want to use a let-
ter of credit to back my bond?

Subpart 3215—Bond Collection After
Default

3215.10 When may BLM collect against my
bond?

3215.11 Must I replace my bond after BLM
collects against it?

3215.12 What will BLM do if I do not restore
the face amount or file a new bond?

3215.13 Will BLM cancel or terminate my
bond?

3215.14 When BLM releases my bond, does
that end my responsibilities?

Subpart 3216—Transfers

3216.10 What types of lease interests may I
transfer?

3216.11 Where must I file a transfer request?
3216.12 When does a transferee take respon-

sibility for lease obligations?
3216.13 What are my responsibilities after I

transfer my interest?
3216.14 What filing fees and forms does a

transfer require?
3216.15 When must I file my transfer re-

quest?
3216.16 Must I file separate transfer requests

for each lease?
3216.17 Where must I file estate transfers,

corporate mergers and name changes?
3216.18 How do I describe the lands in my

lease transfer?
3216.19 May I transfer record title interest

for less than 640 acres?
3216.20 When does a transfer segregate a

lease?
3216.21 When is my transfer effective?
3216.22 Does BLM grant all transfer re-

quests?

Subpart 3217—Cooperative Conservation
Provisions

3217.10 What are unit agreements and coop-
erative plans?

3217.11 What are communitization agree-
ments?

3217.12 What does BLM need to approve my
communitization agreement?

3217.13 When does my communitization
agreement go into effect?

3217.14 When will BLM approve my oper-
ating, drilling or development contract?

3217.15 What information does BLM need to
approve my operating, drilling or devel-
opment contract?

Subpart 3250—Exploration Operations—
General

3250.10 When do the exploration operations
regulations apply?

3250.11 What types of operations may I pro-
pose when I send BLM my exploration
permit application?

3250.12 What general standards apply to my
exploration operations?

3250.13 What orders or instructions may
BLM issue me?

Subpart 3251— Exploration Operations:
Getting a Permit

3251.10 Do I need a permit before I start my
exploration operations?

3251.11 May I conduct exploration oper-
ations on my lease, someone else’s lease
or unleased lands?

3251.12 What does BLM need to approve my
exploration permit?

3251.13 What action will BLM take on my
permit?

3251.14 Once I have a permit, how can I
change my exploration operations?

3251.15 Do I need a bond for conducting ex-
ploration operations?

3251.16 When will BLM release my bond?

Subpart 3252—Conducting Exploration
Operations

3252.10 What operational standards apply to
my exploration operations?

3252.11 What environmental requirements
must I meet when conducting explo-
ration operations?

3252.12 How deep may I drill a temperature
gradient well?

3252.13 How long may I collect information
from my temperature gradient well?

3252.14 How must I complete a temperature
gradient well?

3252.15 When must I abandon a temperature
gradient well?

3252.16 How must I abandon a temperature
gradient well?

Subpart 3253—Reports: Exploration
Operations

3253.10 Must I share the data I collect
through exploration operations with
BLM?

3253.11 Must I notify BLM when I have com-
pleted my exploration operations?

Subpart 3254—Inspection, Enforcement,
and Noncompliance for Exploration
Operations

3254.10 May BLM inspect my exploration
operations?

3254.11 What will BLM do if my exploration
operations do not meet all requirements?
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Subpart 3255—Confidential, Proprietary
Information

3255.10 Will BLM disclose information I sub-
mit under these regulations?

3255.11 When I submit confidential, propri-
etary information, how can I help ensure
it is not available to the public?

3255.12 How long will information I give
BLM remain confidential or proprietary?

3255.13 How will BLM treat Indian informa-
tion submitted under the Indian Mineral
Development Act?

3255.14 How will BLM administer informa-
tion concerning other Indian minerals?

3255.15 When will BLM consult with Indian
mineral owners when information con-
cerning their minerals is the subject of a
FOIA request?

Subpart 3256—Exploration Operations
Relief and Appeals

3256.10 May I request a variance from any
BLM requirements?

3256.11 How may I appeal a BLM decision
regarding my exploration operations?

Subpart 3260—Geothermal Drilling
Operations—General

3260.10 What types of geothermal operations
are covered by these regulations?

3260.11 What general standards apply to my
drilling operations?

3260.12 What other orders or instructions
may BLM issue me?

Subpart 3261—Drilling Operations: Getting
a Permit

3261.10 How do I get approval to begin well
pad construction?

3261.11 How do I get approval for drilling op-
erations and well pad construction?

3261.12 What is an operations plan?
3261.13 What is a drilling program?
3261.14 When must I give BLM my oper-

ations plan?
3261.15 Must I give BLM my drilling permit

application, drilling program and oper-
ations plan at the same time?

3261.16 Can my operations plan, drilling per-
mit and drilling program apply to more
than one well?

3261.17 How do I amend my operations plan
or drilling permit?

3261.18 Do I need a bond before I build a well
pad or drill a well?

3261.19 When will BLM release my bond?
3261.20 How will BLM review my application

documents and notify me of their deci-
sion?

3261.21 How do I get approval to change an
approved drilling operation?

3261.22 How do I get approval for subsequent
well operations?

Subpart 3262—Conducting Drilling
Operations

3262.10 What operational requirements must
I meet when drilling a well?

3262.11 What environmental requirements
must I meet when drilling a well?

3262.12 Must I post a sign at every well?
3262.13 May BLM require me to follow a

well spacing program?
3262.14 May BLM require me to take sam-

ples or perform tests and surveys?

Subpart 3263—Well Abandonment

3263.10 May I abandon a well without BLM’s
approval?

3263.11 What must I give BLM to approve
my sundry notice for abandoning a well?

3263.12 How will BLM review my sundry no-
tice to abandon my well and notify me of
their decision?

3263.13 What must I do to restore the site?
3263.14 May BLM require me to abandon a

well?
3263.15 May I abandon a producible well?

Subpart 3264—Reports: Drilling operations

3264.10 What must I give BLM after I com-
plete a well?

3264.11 What must I give BLM after I finish
subsequent well operations?

3264.12 What must I give BLM after I aban-
don a well?

3264.13 What drilling and operational
records must I maintain for each well?

3264.14 Must I notify BLM of accidents oc-
curring on my lease?

Subpart 3265—Inspection, Enforcement,
and Noncompliance for Drilling Operations

3265.10 What part of my drilling operations
may BLM inspect?

3265.11 What records must I keep available
for inspection?

3265.12 What will BLM do if my operations
do not comply with all requirements?

Subpart 3266—Confidential, Proprietary
Information

3266.10 Will BLM disclose information I sub-
mit under these regulations?

3266.11 When I submit confidential, propri-
etary information, how can I help ensure
it is not available to the public?

3266.12 How long will information I give
BLM remain confidential or proprietary?

Subpart 3267—Geothermal Drilling
Operations Relief and Appeals

3267.10 May I request a variance from any
BLM requirements which apply to my
drilling operations?
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3267.11 How may I appeal a BLM decision
regarding my drilling operations?

Subpart 3270—Utilization of Geothermal
Resources—General

3270.10 What types of geothermal operations
are governed by the utilization regula-
tions?

3270.11 What general standards apply to my
utilization operations?

3270.12 What other orders or instructions
may BLM issue me?

Subpart 3271—Utilization Operations:
Getting a Permit

3271.10 What do I need to start preparing a
site and building and testing a utiliza-
tion facility on Federal land leased for
geothermal resources?

3271.11 Who may apply for a permit to build
a utilization facility?

3271.12 What do I need to start preliminary
site investigations which may disturb
the surface?

3271.13 What do I need to start building and
testing a utilization facility which is not
located on Federal lands leased for geo-
thermal resources, but the pipelines and
facilities connecting the well field are?

3271.14 How do I get a permit to begin com-
mercial operations?

Subpart 3272—What is in a Utilization Plan
and Facility Construction Permit?

3272.10 What must I give BLM in my utiliza-
tion plan?

3272.11 How should I describe the proposed
utilization facility?

3272.12 How do I describe the environmental
protection measures I intend to take?

3272.13 How will BLM review my utilization
plan and notify me of their decision?

3272.14 How do I get a permit to build or
test my facility?

Subpart 3273—How to Apply for a Site
License

3273.10 When do I need a site license for a
utilization facility?

3273.11 Are there any situations where I do
not need a site license?

3273.12 How will BLM review my site license
application?

3273.13 Are any lands not available for geo-
thermal site licenses?

3273.14 What area does a site license cover?
3273.15 What must I give BLM in my site li-

cense application?
3273.16 What is the annual rent for a site li-

cense?
3273.17 May BLM reassess the annual rent

for my site license?

3273.18 Must all facility operators pay the
annual site license rent?

3273.19 What are the bonding requirements
for a site license?

3273.20 When will BLM release my bond?
3273.21 What are my obligations under the

site license?
3273.22 How long will my site license remain

in effect?
3273.23 May I renew my site license?
3273.24 May BLM terminate my site license?
3273.25 May I relinquish my site license?
3273.26 May I assign or transfer my site li-

cense?

Subpart 3274—Applying for and Obtaining
a Commercial Use Permit

3274.10 Do I need a commercial use permit
to start commercial operations?

3274.11 What must I give BLM to approve
my commercial use permit application?

3274.12 How will BLM review my commer-
cial use permit application?

3274.13 May I get a permit even if I cannot
currently demonstrate I can operate
within required standards?

Subpart 3275—Conducting Utilization
Operations

3275.10 How do I change my operations if I
have an approved facility construction or
commercial use permit?

3275.11 What are a facility operator’s obliga-
tions?

3275.12 What environmental and safety re-
quirements apply to facility operations?

3275.13 Does the facility operator have to
measure the geothermal resources?

3275.14 What aspects of my geothermal op-
erations must I measure?

3275.15 How accurately must I measure my
production and utilization?

3275.16 What standards apply to installing
and maintaining my meters?

3275.17 What must I do if I find an error in
a meter?

3275.18 May BLM require me to test for by-
products associated with geothermal re-
source production?

3275.19 May I commingle production?
3275.20 What will BLM do if I waste geo-

thermal resources?
3275.21 May BLM order me to drill and

produce wells on my lease?

Subpart 3276—Reports: Utilization
Operations

3276.10 What are my reporting requirements
for facility and lease operations involv-
ing Federal geothermal resources?

3276.11 What information must I include for
each well in the monthly report of well
operations?
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3276.12 What information must I give BLM
in the monthly report for facility oper-
ations?

3276.13 What extra information must I give
BLM in the monthly report for flash and
dry steam facilities?

3276.14 What information must I give BLM
in the monthly report for direct use fa-
cilities?

3276.15 Must I notify BLM of accidents oc-
curring at my utilization facility?

Subpart 3277—Inspections, Enforcement,
and Noncompliance

3277.10 Will BLM inspect my operations?
3277.11 What records must I keep available

for inspection?
3277.12 What will BLM do if I do not comply

with all BLM requirements?

Subpart 3278—Confidential, Proprietary
Information

3278.10 Will BLM disclose information I sub-
mit under these regulations?

3278.11 When I submit confidential, propri-
etary information, how can I help ensure
it is not available to the public?

3278.12 How long will information I give
BLM remain confidential or proprietary?

Subpart 3279—Utilization Relief and
Appeals

3279.10 May I request a variance from any
BLM requirements?

3279.11 How may I appeal a BLM decision
regarding my utilization operations?

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552; 25 U.S.C. 396d,
2107; 30 U.S.C. 1023.

SOURCE: 63 FR 52364, Sept. 30, 1998, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3200—Geothermal
Resource Leasing

§ 3200.1 Definitions.
Acquired lands means lands or min-

eral estates that the United States ob-
tained by deed through purchase, gift,
condemnation or other legal process.

Act means the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970, as amended (30 U.S.C. 1001 et
seq.).

Additional term means the period of
years beyond the primary and any ex-
tended term of a producing lease grant-
ed when geothermal resources are pro-
duced or utilized in commercial quan-
tities within the primary term or ex-
tended term. The additional term may
not exceed 40 years beyond the end of

the primary term, even if BLM grants
later extensions.

Byproducts are minerals (exclusive of
oil, hydrocarbon gas, and helium)
which are found in solution or in asso-
ciation with geothermal steam, and
which no person would extract and
produce by themselves because they
are worth less than 75 percent of the
value of the geothermal steam or be-
cause extraction and production would
be too difficult.

Casual use means activities that ordi-
narily lead to no significant disturb-
ance of Federal lands, resources, or im-
provements.

Commercial operation means deliv-
ering Federal geothermal resources, or
electricity or other benefits derived
from those resources, for sale. This
term also includes delivering resources
to the utilization point, if you are uti-
lizing Federal geothermal resources for
your own benefit and not selling en-
ergy to another entity.

Commercial quantities means either:
(1) For production from a lease, a suf-

ficient volume (in terms of flow and
temperature) of the resource to provide
a reasonable return after you meet all
costs of production; or

(2) For production from a unit, a suf-
ficient volume of the resource to pro-
vide a reasonable return after you meet
all costs of drilling and production.

Commercial Use Permit means BLM au-
thorization for commercially operating
a utilization facility and/or utilizing
Federal geothermal resources.

Cooperative agreement means an
agreement to produce and utilize sepa-
rately-owned interests in the geo-
thermal resources together as a whole,
where the individual interests cannot
be independently operated.

Development contract means a BLM-
approved agreement between one or
more lessees and one or more entities
which makes resource exploration
more efficient and protects the public
interest.

Exploration operations means any ac-
tivity relating to the search for evi-
dence of geothermal resources, where
you are physically present on the land
and your activities may cause damage
to those lands. Exploration operations
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include, but are not limited to, geo-
physical operations, drilling tempera-
ture gradient wells, drilling holes used
for explosive charges for seismic explo-
ration, core drilling or any other drill-
ing method, provided the well is not
used for geothermal resource produc-
tion. It also includes related construc-
tion of roads and trails, and cross-
country transit by vehicles over public
land. Exploration operations do not in-
clude the direct testing of geothermal
resources or the production or utiliza-
tion of geothermal resources.

Extended term means an initial, and
any successive, 5-year period beyond
the primary term of a lease during
which BLM will grant the lessee the
right to continue activities under the
existing lease.

Facility Construction Permit means
BLM permission to build and test a uti-
lization facility.

Facility operator means the person re-
ceiving BLM authorization to site, con-
struct, test and/or operate a utilization
facility. A facility operator may be a
lessee, a unit operator, or a third
party.

Geothermal Drilling Permit means BLM
permission to drill for and test Federal
geothermal resources.

Geothermal Exploration Permit means
BLM permission to conduct only geo-
thermal exploration operations and as-
sociated surface disturbance activities.

Geothermal Resources Operational
Order means a formal, numbered order,
issued by BLM that implements or en-
forces the regulations in this part.

Geothermal steam and associated geo-
thermal resources are products of geo-
thermal steam or hot water and hot
brines, including those resulting from
water, gas, or other fluids artificially
introduced into geothermal forma-
tions; heat or other associated energy
found in geothermal formations; and
associated byproducts.

Interest means ownership in a lease of
all or a portion of the record title or
operating rights.

Known geothermal resource area
(KGRA) means an area where BLM de-
termines that persons knowledgeable
in geothermal development would
spend money to develop geothermal re-
sources.

Lessee means a person holding record
title interest in a geothermal lease
issued by the BLM.

MMS means the Minerals Manage-
ment Service of the Department of the
Interior.

Notice to Lessees (NTL) means a writ-
ten notice issued by BLM that imple-
ments the regulations in this part or
geothermal resource operational or-
ders, and provides more specific in-
structions on geothermal issues within
a state, district or resource area. No-
tices to Lessees may be obtained by
contacting the BLM state office which
issued the NTL.

Operating rights (working interest)
means any interest held in a lease with
the right to explore for, develop, and
produce leased substances.

Operating rights owner means a person
who holds operating rights in a lease. A
lessee is an operating rights owners if
he/she did not transfer all of his/her op-
erating rights. An operator may or
may not own operating rights.

Operations Plan, or plan of oper-
ations, means a plan which fully de-
scribes the location of proposed drill
pad, access roads and other facilities
related to the drilling and testing of
Federal geothermal resources, and in-
cludes measures for environmental and
other resources protection and mitiga-
tion.

Operator means any person who has
taken formal responsibility for the op-
erations conducted on the leased lands.

Pay instead of produce in commercial
quantities means payment in lieu of
commercial quantities production, as
used in section 6(g)(1)(A) of the Act.

Person means an individual, firm,
corporation, association, partnership,
trust, municipality, consortium or
joint venture.

Primary term means the first 10 years
of a lease, not including any periods of
suspension.

Produced or utilized in commercial
quantities means a well producing geo-
thermal resources in commercial quan-
tities, or the completion of a well capa-
ble of producing geothermal resources
in commercial quantities when BLM
determines the lessee is diligently at-
tempting to utilize the geothermal re-
sources.
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Public lands means the general public
domain lands or minerals, and acquired
lands or minerals, that the United
States may lease for geothermal re-
sources.

Record title means legal ownership of
a geothermal lease established in
BLM’s records.

Relinquishment means the lessee’s ac-
tion to voluntarily end the lease in
whole or in part.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
Interior or the Secretary’s delegate.

Site license means BLM authorization
to site a utilization facility on leased
Federal lands.

Stipulation means additional condi-
tions BLM attaches to a lease or per-
mit.

Sublease means the lessee’s convey-
ance of its interests in a lease to an op-
erating rights owner. A sublessee is re-
sponsible for complying with all terms,
conditions and stipulations of the
lease.

Subsequent well operations are those
operations done to a well after it has
been drilled. Examples of subsequent
well operations include: cleaning the
well out, surveying it, performing well
tests, chemical stimulation, running a
liner or another casing string, repair-
ing existing casing, or converting the
well from a producer to an injector or
vice versa.

Sundry notice is your written request
to perform work not covered by an-
other type of permit, or to change op-
erations in your previously approved
permit.

Surface management agency means
any Federal agency, other than BLM,
which is responsible for managing the
surface overlying Federally-owned
minerals.

Temperature gradient well means a
well authorized under a geothermal ex-
ploration permit drilled in order to ob-
tain information on the change in tem-
perature over the depth of the well.

Transfer means any conveyance of an
interest in a lease by assignment, sub-
lease or otherwise.

Unit agreement means an agreement
to explore for, produce and utilize sepa-
rately owned interests in geothermal
resources as a single consolidated unit.
A unit agreement defines how costs

and benefits will be allocated among
the holders of interest in the unit area.

Unit area means all tracts committed
to an approved unit agreement.

Unit operator means the person who
has stated in writing to BLM that the
interest owners of the committed
leases have designated it as operator of
the unit area.

Unitized substances means geothermal
resources recovered from lands com-
mitted to a unit agreement.

Utilization Plan, or plan of utiliza-
tion, means a plan which fully de-
scribes the utilization facility, includ-
ing measures for environmental protec-
tion and mitigation.

Waste means:
(1) Physical waste, including refuse;

and/or
(2) Improper use or unnecessary dis-

sipation of geothermal resources
through inefficient drilling, produc-
tion, transmission, or utilization.

§ 3200.2 Information collection.
(a) The Office of Management and

Budget approved the information col-
lection contained in this part under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq., and assigned clear-
ance numbers 1004–0034, 1004–0074, 1004–
0132 and 1004–0160. BLM will use this in-
formation to maintain an orderly pro-
gram for leasing, development and pro-
duction of Federal geothermal re-
sources, to evaluate technical feasi-
bility and environmental impacts of
geothermal operations on Federal and
Indian lands, and to determine whether
exploration expenditures meet the re-
quirements for diligence credit under
43 CFR 3210.14. The public must respond
to the requests for information in order
to obtain a benefit.

(b) Public reporting burden for this
information is estimated to average 1.6
hours per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimates or any other as-
pects of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden, to Administrative Record, Bu-
reau of Land Management, Room 401
LS, 1849 C Street, NW., Washington, DC
20240; and the Paperwork Reduction
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