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Small business. A business having not
more than 500 employees working at
the site being acquired or displaced by
a program or project, which site is the
location of economic activity. Sites oc-
cupied solely by outdoor advertising
signs, displays, or devices do not qual-
ify as a business for purposes of § 24.304.

State. Any of the several States of the
United States or the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
any territory or possession of the
United States, or a political subdivi-
sion of any of these jurisdictions.

Tenant. The term tenant means a per-
son who has the temporary use and oc-
cupancy of real property owned by an-
other.

Uneconomic remnant. The term uneco-
nomic remnant means a parcel of real
property in which the owner is left
with an interest after the partial ac-
quisition of the owner’s property, and
which the acquiring agency has deter-
mined has little or no value or utility
to the owner.

Uniform Act. The term Uniform Act
means the Uniform Relocation Assist-
ance and Real Property Acquisition
Policy Act of 1970 (84 Stat. 1894; 42
U.S.C. 4601 et seq.; Pub. L. 91–646), and
amendments thereto.

Unlawful occupancy. A person is con-
sidered to be in unlawful occupancy if
the person has been ordered to move by
a court of competent jurisdiction prior
to the initiation of negotiations or is
determined by the Agency to be a
squatter who is occupying the real
property without the permission of the
owner and otherwise has no legal right
to occupy the property under State
law. A displacing agency may, at its
discretion, consider such a squatter to
be in lawful occupancy.

Utility costs. The term utility costs
means expenses for heat, lights, water
and sewer.

Utility facility. The term utility facility
means any electric, gas, water,
steampower, or materials transmission
or distribution system; any transpor-
tation system; any communications
system, including cable television; and
any fixtures, equipment, or other prop-
erty associated with the operation,
maintenance, or repair of any such sys-
tem. A utility facility may be publicly,
privately, or cooperatively owned.

Utility relocation. The term utility re-
location means the adjustment of a
utility facility required by the program
or project undertaken by the displacing
agency. It includes removing and re-
installing the facility, including nec-
essary temporary facilities; acquiring
necessary right-of-way on new loca-
tion; moving, rearranging or changing
the type of existing facilities; and tak-
ing any necessary safety and protective
measures. It shall also mean con-
structing a replacement facility that
has the functional equivalency of the
existing facility and is necessary for
the continued operation of the utility
service, the project economy, or se-
quence of project construction.

[54 FR 8928, Mar. 2, 1989; 54 FR 24712, June 9,
1989; 58 FR 26072, Apr. 30, 1993; 64 FR 7131,
Feb. 12, 1999]

§ 24.3 No duplication of payments.

No person shall receive any payment
under this part if that person receives
a payment under Federal, State, or
local law which is determined by the
Agency to have the same purpose and
effect as such payment under this part.
(See appendix A of this part, § 24.3.)

§ 24.4 Assurances, monitoring and cor-
rective action.

(a) Assurances—(1) Before a Federal
agency may approve any grant to, or
contract, or agreement with, a State
agency under which Federal financial
assistance will be made available for a
project which results in real property
acquisition or displacement that is
subject to the Uniform Act, the State
agency must provide appropriate assur-
ances that it will comply with the Uni-
form Act and this part. A displacing
agency’s assurances shall be in accord-
ance with section 210 of the Uniform
Act. An acquiring agency’s assurances
shall be in accordance with section 305
of the Uniform Act and must contain
specific reference to any State law
which the Agency believes provides an
exception to section 301 or 302 of the
Uniform Act. If, in the judgment of the
Federal agency, Uniform Act compli-
ance will be served, a State agency
may provide these assurances at one
time to cover all subsequent federally-
assisted programs or projects. An
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Agency which both acquires real prop-
erty and displaces persons may com-
bine its section 210 and section 305 as-
surances in one document.

(2) If a Federal agency or State agen-
cy provides Federal financial assist-
ance to a ‘‘person’’ causing displace-
ment, such Federal or State agency is
responsible for ensuring compliance
with the requirements of this part, not-
withstanding the person’s contractual
obligation to the grantee to comply.

(3) As an alternative to the assurance
requirement described in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, a Federal agency
may provide Federal financial assist-
ance to a State agency after it has ac-
cepted a certification by such State
agency in accordance with the require-
ments in subpart G of this part.

(b) Monitoring and corrective action.
The Federal agency will monitor com-
pliance with this part, and the State
agency shall take whatever corrective
action is necessary to comply with the
Uniform Act and this part. The Federal
agency may also apply sanctions in ac-
cordance with applicable program reg-
ulations. (Also see § 24.603, subpart G.)

(c) Prevention of fraud, waste, and mis-
management. The Agency shall take ap-
propriate measures to carry out this
part in a manner that minimizes fraud,
waste, and mismanagement.

§ 24.5 Manner of notices.
Each notice which the Agency is re-

quired to provide to a property owner
or occupant under this part, except the
notice described at § 24.102(b), shall be
personally served or sent by certified
or registered first-class mail, return re-
ceipt requested, and documented in
Agency files. Each notice shall be writ-
ten in plain, understandable language.
Persons who are unable to read and un-
derstand the notice must be provided
with appropriate translation and coun-
seling. Each notice shall indicate the
name and telephone number of a person
who may be contacted for answers to
questions or other needed help.

§ 24.6 Administration of jointly-funded
projects.

Whenever two or more Federal agen-
cies provide financial assistance to an
Agency or Agencies, other than a Fed-
eral agency, to carry out functionally

or geographically related activities
which will result in the acquisition of
property or the displacement of a per-
son, the Federal agencies may by
agreement designate one such agency
as the cognizant Federal agency. In the
unlikely event that agreement among
the Agencies cannot be reached as to
which agency shall be the cognizant
Federal agency, then the lead agency
shall designate one of such agencies to
assume the cognizant role. At a min-
imum, the agreement shall set forth
the federally assisted activities which
are subject to its terms and cite any
policies and procedures, in addition to
this part, that are applicable to the ac-
tivities under the agreement. Under
the agreement, the cognizant Federal
agency shall assure that the project is
in compliance with the provisions of
the Uniform Act and this part. All fed-
erally assisted activities under the
agreement shall be deemed a project
for the purposes of this part.

§ 24.7 Federal agency waiver of regula-
tions.

The Federal agency funding the
project may waive any requirement in
this part not required by law if it de-
termines that the waiver does not re-
duce any assistance or protection pro-
vided to an owner or displaced person
under this part. Any request for a waiv-
er shall be justified on a case-by-case
basis.

§ 24.8 Compliance with other laws and
regulations.

The implementation of this part
must be in compliance with other ap-
plicable Federal laws and imple-
menting regulations, including, but not
limited to, the following:

(a) Section I of the Civil Rights Act
of 1866 (42 U.S.C. 1982 et seq.).

(b) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.).

(c) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.), as amend-
ed.

(d) The National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(e) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 790 et seq.).

(f) The Flood Disaster Protection Act
of 1973 (Pub. L. 93–234).
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