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§946.31

§946.31 Districts.

(a) For the purpose of determining
the basis for selecting committee mem-
bers, the following districts of the pro-
duction area are hereby initially estab-
lished:

District No. 1. The counties of Chelan,
Okanogan, Grant, Douglas, Ferry, Stevens,
Pend Oreille, Spokane, Lincoln, and
Adams;

District No. 2. Kittitas County;

District No. 3. The counties of Yakima and
Klickitat;

District No. 4. The counties of Benton, Frank-
lin, Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield,
Asotin, and Whitman; and

District No. 5. All of the remaining counties
in the State of Washington, not included in
Districts 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this paragraph.

(b) The Secretary, upon the rec-
ommendation of the committee, may
reestablish districts within the produc-
tion area and may reapportion com-
mittee membership among the various
districts: Provided, That in recom-
mending any such changes in districts
or representation, the committee shall
give consideration to: (1) The relative
importance of new areas of production;
(2) changes in the relative position,
with respect to production of existing
districts; (3) the geographic location of
production areas as it would affect the
efficiency of administering the mar-
keting agreement and order; and (4)
other relevant factors: Provided further,
That there shall be no change in the
total number of committee members or
in the total number of districts.

§946.32 Nomination.

The Secretary may select the mem-
bers of the State of Washington Potato
Committee and their respective alter-
nates from nominations which may be
made in the following manner, or from
among such other qualified persons:

(a) A meeting or meetings of pro-
ducers and handlers shall be held by
the committee in each district for
which nominees are to be selected not
later than May 1 of each year to des-
ignate nominees for members and al-
ternates to the committee; or the com-
mittee may conduct nominations by
mail in a manner recommended by the
committee and approved by the Sec-
retary; and, in arranging for such
meetings, the committee may, if it
deems desirable, utilize the services

7 CFR Ch. IX (1-1-99 Edition)

and facilities of other existing organi-
zations;

(b) At least one nominee shall be des-
ignated for each position as member
and for each position as alternate
member on the committee which is va-
cant, or which is to become vacant the
following July 1;

(¢c) The names of nominees shall be
supplied to the Secretary in such man-
ner and form as he may prescribe, not
later than June 1 of each year, or by
such other date as may be specified by
the Secretary;

(d) Only producers may participate in
designating producer nominees, and
only handlers may participate in desig-
nating handler nominees. Any person
who operates in more than one district
or is engaged in producing and han-
dling potatoes, shall elect the classi-
fication (i.e., producer or handler), and
the district within which he desires to
participate in designating nominees;

(e) Regardless of the number of dis-
tricts in which a person produces or
handles potatoes, each such person is
entitled to cast only one vote on behalf
of himself, his agents, subsidiaries, af-
filiates, and representatives in desig-
nating nominees for committee mem-
bers and alternates. An eligible voter’s
privilege of casting only one vote as
aforesaid shall be construed to permit
a voter to cast one vote for each posi-
tion to be filled in the district in which
he elects to vote; and

(f) If nominations are not made with-
in the time and in the manner specified
in this section, the Secretary may,
without regard to nominations, select
the committee members and alternates
on the basis of the representation pro-
vided for in this subpart.

[37 FR 10916, June 1, 1972]

§946.33 Vacancies.

To fill any vacancy occasioned by the
failure of any person selected as a com-
mittee member or as an alternate to
qualify, or in the event of the death,
removal, resignation, or disqualifica-
tion of any qualified member or alter-
nate, a successor for his unexpired
term may be selected by the Secretary
from nominations made in the manner
specified in §946.32, or the Secretary
may select such committee member or
alternate from previously unselected
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