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designee by telephone and confirms
such notice in writing by certified or
registered mail or equivalent means to
the Commission at its Washington, DC
office (Attn: Chief Counsel, Division of
Trading and Markets, Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, Three La-
fayette Centre, 1155 21st Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20581).

(b) Unlawful to act as an associated
person. Upon the earlier of notification
to the Commission by the registrant
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, or actual receipt of notice to the
registrant pursuant to § 3.50(b)(1) of
this part, that an associated person of
the registrant or an applicant for reg-
istration as an associated person may
be subject to a statutory disqualifica-
tion as set forth in section 8a(2) of the
Act, it shall be unlawful for the reg-
istrant to permit such person to act in
the capacity of an associated person of
the registrant until the Commission
determines that such person should
nonetheless be registered.

(c) Proceedings under subpart C. Upon
notification to the Commission by the
registrant under paragraph (a) of this
section, the Commission may promptly
issue notice under § 3.55 or § 3.60 of this
part, as appropriate, to suspend and re-
voke the registration of the associated
person of the registrant or to deny the
registration of the applicant for reg-
istration as an associated person of the
registrant.

[49 FR 8223, Mar. 5, 1984, as amended at 57 FR
23155, June 2, 1992; 60 FR 49334, Sept. 25, 1995]

Subpart E—Delegation and
Reservation of Authority

§ 3.75 Delegation and reservation of
authority.

(a) The Commission hereby dele-
gates, until such time as it orders oth-
erwise, the authority to perform all
functions specified in subparts B
through D to the persons authorized to
perform them thereunder.

(b) Nothing in this subpart shall pre-
vent the Commission from exercising
the authority delegated therein.

(c) The Commission reserves to itself
the decision in any case to proceed by
order, upon notice and hearing, to
deny, suspend, condition or restrict the
registration of any person pursuant to

sections 8a(2), 8a(3) and 8a(4) of the
Act.

(d) Nothing in this part shall affect
the authority of the Commission to in-
stitute a proceeding pursuant to sec-
tion 6(c) of the Act.

(e) The Commission may, by order of
delegation, authorize a futures associa-
tion registered pursuant to section 17
of the Act to perform all or any portion
of the registration functions under sub-
parts B through D in accordance with
rules or procedures adopted by such fu-
tures association and submitted to the
Commission pursuant to section 17(j) of
the Act and subject to the applicable
provisions of the Act.

[49 FR 8224, Mar. 5, 1984, as amended at 57 FR
23155, June 2, 1992; 59 FR 5315, Feb. 4, 1994]

APPENDIX A TO PART 3—INTERPRETA-
TIVE STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO
SECTION 8A(2)(C) AND (E) AND SEC-
TION 8A(3)(J) AND (M) OF THE COM-
MODITY EXCHANGE ACT

Section 8a(2) (C) and (E)

The provisions of sections 8a(2)–8a(4) of the
Commodity Exchange Act (‘‘Act’’) establish
a system of statutory disqualifications pur-
suant to which the Commission may find an
applicant or registrant unfit for registration
and vest the Commission with wide discre-
tion to deny, condition, suspend, restrict or
revoke the registration of any person subject
to one or more of the disqualifications set
forth therein. The Commission recognizes
that the full exercise of its authority under
these provisions of the Act may have unin-
tended results. In particular, the exercise of
such authority may, in certain cases, impede
the efficient enforcement of the Act and the
various federal and state securities acts.

At this time, the Commission cannot an-
ticipate all of the circumstances under
which it may elect not to exercise its au-
thority under sections 8a(2)–8a(4). Until the
Commission has gained experience with
these provisions of the Act, such determina-
tions generally must be made on a case-by-
case basis. Nonetheless, the Commission has
identified two paragraphs of section 8a(2) of
the Act which it has determined to interpret
more narrowly than required.

Section 8a(2)(C). Section 8a(2) of the Act au-
thorizes the Commission to deny, condition,
suspend or restrict the registration of any
person ‘‘upon notice, but without a hearing’’
and to revoke the registration of any person
‘‘with such hearing as may be appropriate,’’
if such person is subject to one or more of
the disqualifications described in paragraphs
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* Specifically, section 2(a)(1)(A)(iii) of the
Act provides in part, that the ‘‘act, omission
or failure of any official, agent, or other per-
son acting for any individual, association,
partnership, corporation, or trust within the
scope of his employment or office shall be
deemed the act, omission, or failure of such

(A)–(H). Section 8a(2)(C) authorizes the Com-
mission to affect the registration of any per-
son:

‘‘if such person is permanently or tempo-
rarily enjoined by order, judgment, or decree
of any court of competent jurisdiction * * *
, including an order entered pursuant to an
agreement of settlement to which the Com-
mission or any Federal or State agency or
other governmental body is a party, from (i)
acting as a futures commission merchant, in-
troducing broker, floor broker, floor trader,
commodity trading advisor, commodity pool
operator, associated person of any registrant
under the Act, securities broker, securities
dealer, municipal securities broker, munic-
ipal securities dealer, transfer agent, clear-
ing agency, securities information processor,
investment advisor, investment company, or
affiliated person or employee of any of the
foregoing or (ii) engaging in or continuing
any activity involving any transaction in or
advice concerning contracts of sale of a com-
modity for future delivery, concerning mat-
ters subject to Commission regulation under
section 4c or 19 of the Act, or concerning se-
curities;’’

The Commission believes that a person en-
joined from acting in a certain capacity as
described in section 8a(2)(C)(i), even if the
order of injunction is entered into pursuant
to an agreement of settlement, similarly
should be prohibited from acting in any
other capacity which requires registration
with the Commission. Therefore, the Com-
mission does not intend to limit its author-
ity under section 8a(2)(C)(i) of the Act.

However, the Commission is also aware
that it has often initiated proceedings in
which the sole relief sought was an injunc-
tion from engaging in certain conduct. In
such circumstances, the Commission has ac-
cepted offers of settlement which provide
that the findings set forth in the settlement
will not form the sole basis for the denial,
suspension or revocation of such person’s
registration with the Commission. The Com-
mission does not wish to impede the resolu-
tion by negotiated settlement of such pro-
ceedings. Therefore, the Commission has de-
termined that it will not exercise its author-
ity under section 8a(2)(C)(ii) of the Act with
respect to any person temporarily or perma-
nently enjoined by agreement of settlement
from engaging in any conduct described in
that paragraph, if the agreement of settle-
ment clearly restricts the use of such order
of injunction or any findings set forth there-
in in subsequent or collateral proceedings.

Thus, a provision in the agreement of set-
tlement to the effect, inter alia, that the
findings set forth in the agreement will not
form the sole basis upon which the registra-
tion of such person may be affected will pre-
clude a collateral proceeding under section
8a(2)(C)(ii) where the sole basis for such pro-

ceeding is the agreement of settlement. Un-
less otherwise precluded in the agreement of
settlement, however, the person will be col-
laterally estopped from denying the findings
set forth therein, whether or not admitted,
in any other subsequent or collateral pro-
ceeding and such findings may, in conjunc-
tion with the findings in such subsequent or
collateral proceeding, form a basis for affect-
ing the registration of that person or impos-
ing such other sanctions as may be deemed
appropriate.

Section 8a(2)(E) of the Act authorizes the
Commission to affect the registration of any
person:

If such person, within ten years preceding
the filing of the application or at any time
thereafter, has been found in a proceeding
brought by the Commission or any Federal
or State agency or other governmental body,
or by agreement of settlement to which the
Commission or any Federal or State agency
or other governmental body is a party, (i) to
have violated any provision of this Act, [the
securities acts], chapter 96 of title 18 of the
United States Code, or any similar statute of
a State or foreign jurisdiction, or any rule,
regulation, or order under any such statutes,
or the rules of the Municipal Securities
Rulemaking Board where such violation in-
volves embezzlement, theft, extortion, fraud,
fraudulent conversion, misappropriation of
funds, securities or property, forgery, coun-
terfeiting, false pretenses, bribery, or gam-
bling, or (ii) to have willfully aided, abetted,
counseled, commanded, induced, or procured
such violation by any other person;

As in section 8a(2)(C)(ii), the Commission
will not exercise its authority under section
8a(2)(E) of the Act with respect to any person
subject to a statutory disqualification there-
under, if the findings are part of an agree-
ment of settlement which clearly restricts
the use of such findings by inclusion of a pro-
vision to the effect, inter alia, that the find-
ings set forth in the agreement will not form
the sole basis upon which the registration of
such person may be affected.

Section 2(a)(1)(A) of the Act, inter alia,
codifies the legal concept of respondant supe-
rior by providing that a futures commission
merchant, introducing broker, commodity
trading advisor, commodity pool operator or
leverage transaction merchant may be held
liable for the conduct of an associated person
sponsored by such registrant.* Thus, findings
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individual, association, partnership, corpora-
tion, or trust as well as of such official,
agent, or other person.’’ 7 U.S.C. 4 (1982).

of the type described in paragraph (E) may
be entered against a registrant solely be-
cause such registrant is responsible, under
section 2(a)(1)(A) of the Act, for the conduct
of its associated persons. As prescribed in
§ 3.57 of the Commission’s regulations, how-
ever, the Commission will not exercise its
authority under section 8a(2)(E) to affect the
registration of such registrant, if respondant
superior is the sole basis for finding that the
registrant is subject to a statutory disquali-
fication.

The Commission notes that section 8a(3)(C)
and 8a(4) authorize the Commission to affect
the registration of a person if it is found,
after notice and opportunity for a hearing,
that such person ‘‘failed reasonably to super-
vise another person, who is subject to such
person’s supervision, with a view to pre-
venting violations of this Act or [the securi-
ties acts], or of any of the rules, regulation
or orders thereunder, and the person subject
to supervision committed such a violation
* * *’’ In this connection, the Commission
believes that any proceeding to affect the
registration of a registrant against which
findings have been made solely pursuant to
section 2(a)(1)(A) of the Act is more appro-
priately initiated under the provisions of
section 8a(3)(C) and 8a(4).

Section 8a(2)(E) may also be interpreted to
authorize the Commission to affect the reg-
istration of any person if the findings de-
scribed therein are made in a proceeding ini-
tiated by a private party either in a court of
law or in a reparations proceeding under sec-
tion 14 of the Act. At the present time, how-
ever, the Commission does not intend to ex-
ercise its authority under section 8a(2)(E) on
the basis of such findings. The Commission
believes that such proceedings are intended
primarily to provide restitution to the cus-
tomer and are not intended to be punitive in
nature. Therefore, it may not be appropriate
to use findings in such proceedings to affect
the registration of any person under section
8a(2)(E).

At the same time, however, such findings
may form the basis of a proceeding against a
person under the provisions of section
8a(3)(M) and 8a(4), which authorize the Com-
mission, after notice and opportunity for a
hearing, to deny, condition, suspend, restrict
or revoke the registration of any person if
‘‘there is other good cause.’’ Similarly, such
findings may form the basis for a proceeding
against a registrant under sections 8a(3)(C)
and 8a(4) for the failure of such registrant
‘‘reasonably to supervise another person,
who is subject to such person’s supervision,
with a view to preventing violations of this
Act * * * or of any of the rules, regulations

or orders thereunder * * *’’ Moreover, be-
cause the Commission views actions by pri-
vate parties as an important adjunct to the
Commission’s own enforcement proceedings,
the Commission intends to monitor carefully
decisions in such proceedings and may
amend this interpretation if deemed appro-
priate.

Section 8a(3) (J) and (M)

Section 8a(3) authorizes the Commission to
refuse to register an applicant for registra-
tion if, after notice and opportunity for a
hearing, the applicant is found subject to one
or more of the disqualifications described in
paragraphs (A)–(M). Section 8a(4) authorizes
the Commission, after notice and oppor-
tunity for a hearing, to condition, suspend,
restrict, or revoke the registration of any
person subject to a disqualification under
section 8a(3).

Section 8a(3)(J) authorizes the Commission
to affect the registration of any person if:

such person is subject to an outstanding
order denying, suspending, or expelling such
person from membership in a contract mar-
ket, a registered futures association, any
other self-regulatory organization or any
foreign regulatory body that the Commission
recognizes as having a comparable regu-
latory program, or barring or suspending
such person from being associated with any
member or members of such contract mar-
ket, association, self-regulatory organiza-
tion, or foreign regulatory body.

The Commission interprets the term ‘‘self-
regulatory organization’’ to include, in addi-
tion to a contract market and a registered
futures association, any self-regulatory orga-
nization as defined in section 3(a)(26) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Thus, a self-
regulatory organization includes any na-
tional securities exchange, any registered se-
curities association, any registered clearing
agency and the Municipal Securities Rule-
making Board.

Section 8a(3)(M). Section 8a(3)(M) author-
izes the Commission to affect the registra-
tion of any person if ‘‘there is other good
cause’’. Specifically, the Commission inter-
prets paragraph (M) to authorize the Com-
mission to refuse to register such person in
any new capacity, if such person, or any
principal of such person, is the subject of an
administrative proceeding brought by the
Commission to revoke the existing registra-
tion of such person in any other capacity,
pending a final decision in such administra-
tive proceeding. The Commission believes it
would be inconsistent to register a person in
a new capacity, thereby determining that
such person is qualified to be registered,
while simultaneously seeking to revoke such
person’s registration in a different capacity
because such person’s conduct disqualifies
him from registration.
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Similarly, the Commission interprets para-
graph (M) to authorize the Commission to
refuse to register, register conditionally or
otherwise affect the registration of any per-
son if such person has consented, in connec-
tion with an agreement of settlement with a
contract market, a registered futures asso-
ciation, or any other self-regulatory organi-
zation, to comply with an undertaking to
withdraw all forms of existing or pending
registration and/or not to apply for registra-
tion with the National Futures Association
or the Commission in any capacity. Such
person’s effort to violate his or her prior un-
dertaking to withdraw from and/or not to
apply for registration shall be considered to
constitute ‘‘other good cause’’ under para-
graph (M). The Commission believes that al-
lowing such a person to be registered would
be inappropriate and inconsistent with the
intention of parties to the prior settlement
agreement. The failure to withdraw or the
attempt to register in the face of such an un-
dertaking would indicate the lack of fair and
honest dealing which the Commission be-
lieves constitutes ‘‘other good cause’’ for de-
nying, revoking or conditioning registration
under the Act. The Commission also believes
that allowing registration in such a situa-
tion would be inconsistent with both Section
8a(2)(A), which authorizes the Commission to
refuse to register, to register conditionally,
or to revoke, suspend or place restrictions
upon the registration of any person if such
person’s prior registration has been sus-
pended (and the period of such suspension
has not expired) or has been revoked, and
Section 8a(3)(J), which authorizes the Com-
mission to refuse to register or to register
conditionally any person if he or she is sub-
ject to an outstanding order denying, sus-
pending, or expelling such person from mem-
bership in a contract market, a registered fu-
tures association, or any other self-regu-
latory organization.

Good cause to affect a person’s registration
also exists: (1) If the operations of such per-
son disrupt or would tend to disrupt orderly
market conditions, or cause or would tend to
cause sudden or unreasonable fluctuations or
unwarranted changes in the price of com-
modities or contracts for future delivery of
commodities or commodity options; (2) if
such person has used or is using in its name
a term such as ‘‘board of trade’’, ‘‘clearing
corporation’’ or ‘‘exchange’’ in a misleading
context, or uses any terms in its representa-
tions to the public which may indicate that
the person is a contract market or a member
of a contract market when such is not the
case, or has used or is using a misleading
name which would tend to suggest to the
public that the person is affiliated with an-
other person when that is not the case or
that the person is engaged in a commodity-
related business when the person is not in
fact substantially so engaged, or has failed

to disclose to the public an agency relation-
ship with another person when such failure
could mislead the public; (3) if such person is
subject to an outstanding order denying, sus-
pending or revoking the license of such per-
son by a licensing authority, such as a state
real estate or insurance commission; and (4)
if such person has failed to answer the in-
quiries or requests for further information
concerning an application for registration
filed with the Commission.

This listing, of course, is not exclusive. In
general, the Commission interprets para-
graph (M) to authorize the Commission to af-
fect the registration of any person if, as a re-
sult of any act or pattern of conduct attrib-
utable to such person, although never the
subject of formal action or proceeding before
either a court or governmental agency, such
person’s potential disregard of or inability to
comply with the requirements of the Act or
the rules, regulations or order thereunder, or
such person’s moral turpitude, or lack of
honesty or financial responsibility is dem-
onstrated to the Commission.

Any inability to deal fairly with the public
and consistent with just and equitable prin-
ciples of trade may render an applicant or
registrant unfit for registration, given the
high ethical standards which must prevail in
the industry.

[49 FR 8224, Mar. 5, 1984, as amended at 58 FR
19597, Apr. 15, 1993; 59 FR 5315, Feb. 4, 1994; 61
FR 58628, Nov. 18, 1996]

PART 4—COMMODITY POOL OPER-
ATORS AND COMMODITY TRAD-
ING ADVISORS

Subpart A—General Provisions, Definitions
and Exemptions

Sec.
4.1 Requirements as to form.
4.2 Requirements as to filing.
4.3–4.4 [Reserved]
4.5 Exclusion for certain otherwise regu-

lated persons from the definition of the
term ‘‘commodity pool operator.’’

4.6 Exclusion for certain otherwise regu-
lated persons from the definition of the
term ‘‘commodity trading advisor.’’

4.7 Exemption from certain part 4 require-
ments with respect to pools whose par-
ticipants are limited to qualified eligible
participants and with respect to com-
modity trading advisors’ accounts for cli-
ents that are qualified eligible clients.

4.8 Exemption from certain requirements of
rule 4.26 with respect to pools offered or
sold in certain offerings exempt from
registration under the Securities Act.

4.9 [Reserved]
4.10 Definitions.
4.11 Exemption from section 4n(3)(B).
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