
337

SUBCHAPTER H—PROTECTION AND WELFARE OF
AMERICANS, THEIR PROPERTY AND ESTATES

PART 71—PROTECTION AND WEL-
FARE OF CITIZENS AND THEIR
PROPERTY

Subpart A—General Activities

Sec.
71.1 Protection of Americans abroad.
71.2 Requests for naval force in foreign port.
71.3 American claimants to foreign estates

and inheritances.
71.4 Real property of deceased American

citizens.
71.5 Storage or safekeeping of private prop-

erty.
71.6 Services for distressed Americans.
71.7 Reports on catastrophes abroad.
71.8 Assistance to American Red Cross.
71.9 Presentation of Americans at foreign

courts.

Subpart B—Emergency Medical/Dietary
Assistance for U.S. Nationals Incarcer-
ated Abroad

71.10 Emergency medical assistance.
71.11 Short-term full diet program.
71.12 Dietary supplements.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 2658, 2670); Pub. L. 95–45 (91 Stat.
221).

SOURCE: 22 FR 10841, Dec. 27, 1957, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General Activities

§ 71.1 Protection of Americans abroad.
Officers of the Foreign Service shall

perform such duties in connection with
the protection of American nationals
abroad as may be imposed upon them
by rules and regulations prescribed by
the Secretary of State.

§ 71.2 Requests for naval force in for-
eign port.

Diplomatic representatives and con-
sular officers shall not request the
presence of a naval force in a foreign
port unless a public emergency so ne-
cessitates. The request may be ad-
dressed to the officers in command of
the naval force, in which event respon-
sibility of action rests with them, or it
may be addressed to the Department of
State. In either case, the request

should contain detailed reasons for its
submission.

§ 71.3 American claimants to foreign
estates and inheritances.

Where treaty provisions, local laws,
or established usage permit, a consular
officer should protect the interests of
American citizens claiming foreign es-
tates and inheritances.

§ 71.4 Real property of deceased Amer-
ican citizens.

In the absence of special provisions
by treaty the devolution and transfer
of real property are covered by the law
of the place where the property is situ-
ated. When real property is left by the
decedent within the country where
death occurs, or where the decedent
was domiciled at the time of death, the
consular officer, or diplomatic officer,
if there be no consular officer, should if
feasible informally observe the pro-
ceedings and report to the diplomatic
mission or the Department any appar-
ent irregularity or unnecessary delay
in settling the estate.

§ 71.5 Storage or safekeeping of pri-
vate property.

Except in a public emergency, no of-
ficer of the Foreign Service shall ac-
cept private property for storage or
safekeeping in the office or for trans-
mission to some other destination, un-
less it is property belonging to the es-
tate of a deceased American citizen, or
property over which the officer has ju-
risdiction as a result of a catastrophe
at sea. In public emergencies, officers
may accept private property for stor-
age and safekeeping or for trans-
mission to another destination, pro-
vided the owner signs a statement to
the effect that the property is being ac-
cepted for deposit at his request, at his
own risk, and with full knowledge that
neither the Government of the United
States nor any of its officers assumes
responsibility therefor.
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§ 71.6 Services for distressed Ameri-
cans.

Officers of the Foreign Service shall
extend every possible aid and assist-
ance within their power to distressed
American citizens within their dis-
tricts, but they shall not expend the
funds nor pledge the credit of the Gov-
ernment of the United States for this
purpose, except in the case of American
seamen, or except as authorized by the
Department of State.

§ 71.7 Reports on catastrophes abroad.
Whenever a great catastrophe occurs

abroad, either on land or on sea, the of-
ficer within whose district the catas-
trophe takes place or into whose dis-
trict the survivors are brought shall re-
port immediately by telegraph the
names of any American citizens who
have been killed or injured and the
names of American citizens known to
be safe.

§ 71.8 Assistance to American Red
Cross.

Officers and employees of the For-
eign Service may cooperate fully with
the American Red Cross within their
respective districts and subject to the
limitations prescribed in § 102.806 (22
CFR, 1947 Supp.). They shall, however,
avoid taking an active part in the so-
licitation of memberships or the collec-
tion of funds.

§ 71.9 Presentation of Americans at
foreign courts.

The chief of the mission concerned
may exercise his discretion in the mat-
ter of procuring the presentation of
American citizens at the court of the
country to which he is accredited.

Subpart B—Emergency Medical/
Dietary Assistance for U.S. Na-
tionals Incarcerated Abroad

SOURCE: 42 FR 60141, Nov. 25, 1977, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 71.10 Emergency medical assistance.
(a) Eligibility criteria. A U.S. national

incarcerated abroad is considered eligi-
ble to receive funded medical treat-
ment under the following general cri-
teria:

(1) Adequate treatment cannot or
will not be provided by prison authori-
ties or the host government;

(2) All reasonable attempts to obtain
private resources (prisoner’s family,
friends, etc.) have failed, or such re-
sources do not exist;

(3) There are medical indications
that the emergency medical assistance
is necessary to prevent, or attempt to
prevent, the death of the prisoners, or
failure to provide the serviced will
cause permanent disablement.

(b) Services covered. Funds, once ap-
proved, may be expended for:

(1) Medical examination, when re-
quired;

(2) Emergency treatment;
(3) Non-elective surgery;
(4) Medications and related medical

supplies and equipment required on a
routine basis to sustain life;

(5) Preventive or protective medica-
tions and medical supplies and equip-
ment (vaccinations, inoculations, etc.)
required to combat epidemic condi-
tions (general or intramural);

(6) Childbirth attendance, including
necessary medical care of newborn
children; and

(7) Within the consular district,
transportation for the U.S. national
and attendant(s) designated by incar-
cerating officials between the place of
incarceration and the place(s) of treat-
ment.

(c) Consular responsibility. As soon as
the consular officer is aware that a
U.S. national prisoner in the consular
district faces a medical crisis, the offi-
cer should take the following actions,
setting forth the order or priority
based on an evaluation of the facts re-
ceived:

(1) Make every effort to contact the
ill or injured prisoner as soon as pos-
sible;

(2) Take steps to obtain a profes-
sional medical diagnosis and prognosis
of the ill or injured prisoner;

(3) Determine as accurately as pos-
sible the estimated costs of rec-
ommended treatment or surgery;

(4) Obtain the names and addreses of
family or friends who might serve as a
source of private funds for medical
services, and attempt to obtain the
necessary funds;
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(5) Request the prisoner to execute a
promissory note, since funds expended
by the Department to cover medical
services normally are on a reimburs-
able basis; and

(6) Submit the above information,
along with recommendations and eval-
uations, to the Department for ap-
proval and authorization.

(d) Emergency expenditure authoriza-
tion. When a medical emergency pro-
hibits the delay inherent in contacting
the Department and receiving author-
ity to expend funds, the consular offi-
cer can expend up to an amount to be
established by the Department without
prior Departmental approval if:

(1) Symptoms determine eligibility
for emergency medical treatment; or

(2) An immediate medical examina-
tion is warranted in order to verify the
alleged abuse of a U.S. national pris-
oner by arresting or confining authori-
ties; or

(3) Immediate emergency medical
treatment or surgery is necessary to
prevent death or permanent disable-
ment, and there is insufficient time to
explore private funds or obtain Depart-
ment approval; and

(4) A promissory note already has
been executed by the prisoner, or if the
circumstances warrant, by the con-
sular officer without recourse.

§ 71.11 Short-term full diet program.

(a) Eligibility criteria. A prisoner is
considered eligible for the short-term
full diet program under the following
general criteria:

(1) The prisoner is to be or has been
held in excess of one day in a holding
jail or other facility;

(2) Incarcerating officials do not pro-
vide the prisoner food, and food is not
available from any other sources, in-
cluding private funding from family or
friends; and

(3) If the funds exceed an amount to
be established by the Department, the
prisoner signs a promissory note for
funds expended, since the assistance is
on a normally reimbursable basis.

(b) Consular responsibility. As soon as
the consular officer is aware that a
U.S. national is incarcerated in a facil-
ity wherein food is not routinely pro-
vided, the consular officer should:

(1) Contact the prisoner in accord-
ance with existing procedures;

(2) Determine the normal cost of
basic diet and best method of effecting
payment;

(3) Attempt to secure funds from pri-
vate sources such as family or friends;

(4) Because funds expended by the De-
partment to cover the short-term full
diet program normally are on a reim-
bursable basis, have the prisoner exe-
cute a promissory note; and

(5) Contact the Department, pro-
viding the above information, for ap-
proval and authorization.

(c) Emergency expenditure authoriza-
tion. Since an immediate need for a
short-term full diet program often pro-
hibits the delay inherent in contacting
the Department and receiving author-
ity to expend funds, the consular offi-
cer can expend up to an amount to be
established by the Department without
prior Departmental approval if the
prisoner’s case meets the criteria es-
tablished in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Expenditures above the predeter-
mined limit must receive the prior ap-
proval of the Department.

§ 71.12 Dietary supplements.
(a) Eligibility criteria. A prisoner is

considered eligible for the dietary sup-
plement program under the following
general criteria:

(1) An evaluation by a priviate physi-
cian, prison doctor, or other host coun-
try medical authority reveals that the
prison diet does not meet the minimum
requriements to sustain adequate
health; or

(2) If the evaluation in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section is not available, an
evaluation by either a regional medical
officer or Departmental medical officer
reveals that the prison diet does not
provide the minimum requirements to
sustain adequate health.

(b) Consular responsibility. (1) When
the consular officer is aware that the
U.S. prisoner’s diet does not provide
the minimum requirements to sustain
adequate health, the consular officer
shall obtain the necessary dietary sup-
plements and distribute them to the
prisoner on a regular basis.

(2) As soon as the consular officer be-
lieves that dietary supplements are
being misused, the consular officer
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shall suspend provision of the dietary
supplements and report the incident in
full to the Department.

PART 72—DEATHS AND ESTATES

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES
CITIZENS

Sec.
72.1 Consular responsibility.
72.2 Exceptions to consular responsibility.
72.3 Telegraphic notifications of death.
72.4 Normal reporting procedure.
72.5 Reports of presumptive deaths.
72.6 Reports of deaths on the high seas.
72.7 Reports on deceased persons believed to

be United States citizens.
72.8 Disposition of nationality documents.

DISPOSITION OF REMAINS

72.9 Consular responsibility.
72.10 Local burial.
72.11 Cremation.
72.12 Shipment of remains to the United

States.
72.13 Remains requiring special handling.
72.14 Fees for disposing remains.

PERSONAL ESTATES OF DECEASED CITIZENS

72.15 Statutory responsibility of consular
officer.

72.16 Regulatory responsibility of consular
officer.

72.17 Responsibility of consular agents.
72.18 Responsibility if legal representative

is present.
72.19 Responsibility if trustee for personal

estate is present.
72.20 Responsibility if ‘‘partner in trade’’ is

present.
72.21 Responsibility if will intended to oper-

ate locally exists.
72.22 Responsibility if will intended to oper-

ate in the United States exists.
72.23 Responsibility in case of Department

of Defense personnel.
72.24 Responsibility in case of Coast Guard

personnel.
72.25 Responsibility in case of citizens dying

on the high seas.
72.26 Responsibility in case of seamen.
72.27 Responsibility in case of Foreign Serv-

ice personnel.
72.28 Effects to be taken into possession.
72.29 Nominal possessions; property not

normally taken into possession.
72.30 Bank deposits in foreign countries.
72.31 Action when immediate possession is

impracticable.
72.32 Action when property is in other con-

sular districts.
72.33 Official notification to legal represent-

ative.
72.34 [Reserved]

72.35 Procedure for inventorying and ap-
praising effects.

72.36 Preparation and disposition of inven-
tory.

72.37 Disposal of perishable property.
72.38 Collection of debts due deceased.
72.39 Payment of debts owed by deceased.
72.40 Consular officer not to act as adminis-

trator of estate.
72.41 Consular officer not to perform legal

services or to employ counsel.
72.42 Consular officer not to assume finan-

cial responsibility.
72.43 Conditions under which estate can be

released by consular officer.
72.44 Evidence of claimant’s right to estate.
72.45 Shipment of personnel estate to the

United States.
72.46 Consular action on disagreements be-

tween claimants.
72.47 Consular action on unproved claim to

estate.
72.48 Consular action on unclaimed estates.
72.49 Disposition of estate upon departure of

responsible officer.
72.50 Final statement of account.
72.51 Preparation and disposition of final

statement of account.
72.52 Fee services.
72.53 No-fee services.
72.54 Estates of Government personnel ex-

empt from fee assessments.
72.55 Estates of citizens dying on the high

seas exempt from fee assessments.

AUTHORITY: R.S. 1709, as amended, sec. 302,
60 Stat. 1001; 22 U.S.C. 1175, 842.

SOURCE: 22 FR 10841, Dec. 27, 1957, unless
otherwise noted.

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES
CITIZENS

§ 72.1 Consular responsibility.
(a) A consular officer (or in his ab-

sence a diplomatic officer) is respon-
sible for reporting to the Department,
to the legal representative, and to the
closest known relative the deaths of all
United States citizens occurring in his
consular district except as otherwise
provided in § 72.2. In order that he may
be informed of such deaths, the con-
sular officer should enlist the coopera-
tion and assistance of the local au-
thorities and the members of the
American community.

(b) A consular agent is not author-
ized to report the deaths of United
States citizens to the Department, to
the legal representative and to the
closest known relative. The consular
agent should, however, immediately re-
port the circumstances of the death to
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