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(2) In the process of considering the
factors described in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section, the attorney is encour-
aged to consult with a supervisor or
Professional Responsibility Officer to
determine the best course of conduct.

(c) Choice of rules where there is no
pending case. (1) Where no case is pend-
ing, the attorney should generally
comply with the ethical rules of the at-
torney’s state of licensure, unless ap-
plication of traditional choice-of-law
principles directs the attorney to com-
ply with the ethical rule of another ju-
risdiction or court, such as the ethical
rule adopted by the court in which the
case is likely to be brought.

(2) In the process of considering the
factors described in paragraph (c)(1) of
this section, the attorney is encour-
aged to consult with a supervisor or
Professional Responsibility Officer to
determine the best course of conduct.

(d) Rules that impose an irreconcilable
conflict. If, after consideration of tradi-
tional choice-of-law principles, the at-
torney concludes that multiple rules
may apply to particular conduct and
that such rules impose irreconcilable
obligations on the attorney, the attor-
ney should consult with a supervisor or
Professional Responsibility Officer to
determine the best course of conduct.

(e) Supervisory attorneys. Each attor-
ney, including supervisory attorneys,
must assess his or her ethical obliga-
tions with respect to particular con-
duct. Department attorneys shall not
direct any attorney to engage in con-
duct that violates section 530B. A su-
pervisor or other Department attorney
who, in good faith, gives advice or
guidance to another Department attor-
ney about the other attorney’s ethical
obligations should not be deemed to
violate these rules.

(f) Investigative Agents. A Department
attorney shall not direct an investiga-
tive agent acting under the attorney’s
supervision to engage in conduct under
circumstances that would violate the
attorney’s obligations under section
530B. A Department attorney who in
good faith provides legal advice or
guidance upon request to an investiga-
tive agent should not be deemed to vio-
late these rules.

§ 77.5 No private remedies.
The principles set forth herein, and

internal office procedures adopted pur-
suant hereto, are intended solely for
the guidance of attorneys for the gov-
ernment. They are not intended to, do
not, and may not be relied upon to cre-
ate a right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law by a
party to litigation with the United
States, including criminal defendants,
targets or subjects of criminal inves-
tigations, witnesses in criminal or civil
cases (including civil law enforcement
proceedings), or plaintiffs or defend-
ants in civil investigations or litiga-
tion; or any other person, whether or
not a party to litigation with the
United States, or their counsel; and
shall not be a basis for dismissing
criminal or civil charges or pro-
ceedings or for excluding relevant evi-
dence in any judicial or administrative
proceeding. Nor are any limitations
placed on otherwise lawful litigative
prerogatives of the Department of Jus-
tice as a result of this part.
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SOURCE: Order No. 1580–92, 57 FR 12435, Apr.
10, 1992, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 79.1 Purpose.

The purpose of these regulations is to
implement section 6 of the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act of 1990, 42
U.S.C. 2210 note, which authorizes the
Attorney General of the United States
to establish procedures for making cer-
tain payments to qualifying individ-
uals who contracted one of the diseases
listed in the Act. The amount of each
payment and a general statement of
the qualifications are indicated in
§ 79.3(a). The procedures established in
these regulations are designed to uti-
lize existing records so that claims can
be resolved in a reliable, objective, and
nonadversarial manner, quickly and
with little administrative cost to the
United States or to the person filing
the claim.

§ 79.2 General definitions.

(a) Act means the Radiation Exposure
Compensation Act of 1990, Public Law
101–426, 104 Stat. 920, as amended by
Public Law 101–510, section 3139, 104
Stat. 1835 (42 U.S.C. 2210 note).

(b) Child means a recognized natural
child of the claimant, a step-child who
lived with the claimant in a regular
parent-child relationship, and an
adopted child of the claimant.

(c) Claim means a petition for com-
pensation under the Act filed with the
Radiation Exposure Compensation Unit
by a claimant or by his/her eligible sur-
viving beneficiaries.

(d) Claimant means the individual,
living or deceased, who is alleged to
satisfy the criteria for compensation in
either section 4 or section 5 of the Act.

(e) Contemporaneous Record means
any document created at or around the
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