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where our differences no longer make us targets of hatred and intolerance.
Let us also remember in our prayers the people of Littleton, Colorado.
While it is still too early to determine the specific circumstances that led
to this week’s tragic events, it is never too soon to teach our children that
violence and hatred are wrong and have no place in our schools or in our
society.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through
May 1, 1999, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I urge all Americans
to remember crime victims and their families by working to reduce vio-
lence, to assist those harmed by crime, and to make our homes and com-
munities safer places in which to live and raise our families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7188 of April 23, 1999

National Science and Technology Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The American experience is deeply rooted in the desire to expand our fron-
tiers and increase our knowledge about ourselves and our world. We stand
at the end of a century marked by wondrous advances in science and tech-
nology—advances that have immeasurably improved the lives of our citi-
zens. As recently as 100 years ago, space travel, genetic engineering, and
telecommunications existed only in the realms of imagination and science
fiction. Today, the nascent International Space Station, the nearly complete
Human Genome Project, and the flourishing Internet attest to the great
strides our civilization and our Nation have made. The scope and speed
of our discoveries are truly breathtaking, and each day new applications of
science and technology enrich our lives in fields as diverse as medicine,
communications, engineering, and the arts.

Recognizing the importance of maintaining America’s scientific and tech-
nological leadership, my Administration is seeking increased funding in
areas like biomedical research and in earth and space sciences. My fiscal
year 2000 budget also proposes a 28 percent increase in information tech-
nology research to finance a new initiative—Information Technology for
the Twenty-First Century (IT2). This initiative will support long-term infor-
mation technology research that will lead to fundamental advances in com-
munications and improvements in computing.

During National Science and Technology Week, in communities large and
small, engineers, scientists, educators, business people, and community
leaders will lead observances to help their fellow citizens appreciate the
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world’s scientific and technological wonders. I encourage all Americans—
and especially our young people—to participate in the many educational
activities taking place across our Nation. The more we understand and ap-
preciate the extraordinary tools that science and technology place at our
fingertips, the more we can accomplish in our efforts to create a cleaner
environment, healthier families, better schools, and a brighter future. The
only limit on our achievements is our imagination.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 25 to May
1, 1999, as National Science and Technology Week. I call upon educators
and students, the business community, and all the people of the United
States to work this week and throughout the year to learn more about the
contributions science and technology make to our lives and our future.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7189 of April 30, 1999

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Seeking America’s bright promise of freedom and fairness, millions of men
and women of Asian and Pacific descent have immigrated to our Nation
through the past 2 centuries to participate in our great experiment in de-
mocracy. Although they left behind their native lands and many of their
loved ones, they carried in their hearts a rich and ancient history and a
proud heritage.

Throughout the decades, the principles and cherished traditions of Asian
and Pacific Americans have infused our way of life, and their diligence and
determination have helped build and sustain our Nation. Asian immigrants
and indigenous U.S. Pacific Islanders have made contributions to every
facet of American life. Yet all too often, Asian immigrants and Pacific Is-
landers had to endure discrimination as our society struggled with its
growing diversity. Overcoming prejudice and other hardships, these deter-
mined men and women have strengthened our society, our economy, and
our national character in the process.

Asian and Pacific Americans today continue to make substantial contribu-
tions to our country and our culture, and this year’s theme, ‘‘Celebrating
Our Legacy,’’ calls on us to recognize our common human spirit. Scientists
and researchers like David Ho untangle the mysteries of human biology; as-
tronauts like Kalpana Chawla explore the heavens; human rights activists
like Dith Pran inspire us with their courage and conviction; athletes like
Michele Kwan dazzle us with their grace and endurance; and inspiring
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