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Dr. Kenneth Jernigan, former President of the National Federation of the
Blind who died just a year ago this month, was an early advocate of the
white cane and the full integration of blind people into every aspect of so-
ciety. Dr. Jernigan used the white cane himself and recognized its power
as a means to allow blind people to leave the confines of their homes for
the outside world—to go to school and to work and to make ever-greater
contributions to their communities.

Thanks to enormous advances in technology, people who are blind or vis-
ually impaired now have additional tools—such as voice recognition soft-
ware, computer screen readers, and braille translators—to assist them in
carrying out their responsibilities on the job. My Administration has pro-
posed increased investment in such assistive technology as well as a $1,000
tax credit to help people with disabilities offset the cost of special transpor-
tation requirements and work-related expenses. I have also strongly urged
the Congress to pass the Work Incentives Improvement Act so that Ameri-
cans with disabilities can go to work without jeopardizing their Medicare
or Medicaid coverage.

We can be heartened today that many barriers to full inclusion for blind
Americans have been dismantled. But the greatest barrier still remains: the
attitude of too many sighted people that those who are blind or visually
impaired are incapable of holding their own in the working world. On
White Cane Safety Day, let us reaffirm our national commitment to pro-
viding equal opportunity for all Americans, regardless of disability.

To honor the many achievements of blind and visually impaired citizens
and to recognize the white cane’s significance in advancing independence,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has designated
October 15 of each year as ‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1999, as White Cane
Safety Day. I call upon the people of the United States, government offi-
cials, educators, and business leaders to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7241 of October 15, 1999

National Forest Products Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
From our earliest days as a Nation, America’s forests have played a vital
role in fostering our country’s economic strength and enhancing the quality
of our lives. American Indians and European settlers alike found in our for-
ests the fuel and material for shelter to sustain their families and commu-
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nities. From those same forests came timber for our fleets of sailing ships
and the ties for our railroads that span the continent. Whether working in
lumber mills or paper mills, for furniture manufacturers or the building in-
dustry, generations of Americans have earned their livelihood from the
bounty of our forests.

Forests bring more, however, to our lives than economic prosperity. They
provide invaluable habitat for a variety of plants and animals, help to keep
our air and water clean, and promote soil stability. They also renew our
spirits by offering us a place to experience the beauty, peace, and diversity
of the natural world.

As our Nation has grown and developed, so too have our demands on our
forests. We can be grateful that, despite decades of exploitation, forests still
comprise as much as one-third of our country’s land area today. Thanks to
innovative management techniques, individual and corporate commitment
to recycling, and close cooperation between Federal, State, and private land
owners, we are succeeding in sustaining the health and productivity of
these precious natural resources. Through continued wise stewardship, we
can ensure that future generations of Americans will have the same oppor-
tunities to share the beauty and bounty of our forests as we enjoy today.

To recognize the importance of our forests in ensuring the long-term wel-
fare of our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), has
designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year
as ‘‘National Forest Products Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 17 through October 23,
1999, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7242 of October 16, 1999

National Character Counts Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The character of our citizens has enriched every aspect of our national life
and has set an example of civic responsibility for people around the world.
The diligence and determination that are part of our Nation’s work ethic
have strengthened our economy, and the firm convictions of our spiritual
leaders have helped guide our communities, fostering unity, compassion,
and humility.

In this dynamic time of unparalleled opportunity and possibility, our chil-
dren will encounter a variety of new challenges that will test the strength
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