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Calibration verification standard (VER):
The mid-point calibration standard (CS3)
that is used to verify calibration. See Table
4.

Chlorophenolics: collectively, the analytes
listed in Table 1.

CS1, CS2, CS3, CS4, CS5: See Calibration
standards and Table 4.

Field blank: An aliquot of reagent water or
other reference matrix that is placed in a
sample container in the laboratory or the
field, and treated as a sample in all respects,
including exposure to sampling site condi-
tions, storage, preservation, and all analyt-
ical procedures. The purpose of the field
blank is to determine if the field or sample
transporting procedures and environments
have contaminated the sample.

GC: Gas chromatograph or gas chroma-
tography.

HRGC: High resolution GC.
IPR: Initial precision and recovery; four

aliquots of the diluted PAR standard ana-
lyzed to establish the ability to generate ac-
ceptable precision and accuracy. An IPR is
performed prior to the first time this method
is used and any time the method or instru-
mentation is modified.

K–D: Kuderna-Danish concentrator; a de-
vice used to concentrate the analytes in a
solvent.

Laboratory blank: See Method blank.
Laboratory control sample (LCS): See On-

going precision and recovery standard (OPR).
Laboratory reagent blank: See Method

blank.
May: This action, activity, or procedural

step is neither required nor prohibited.
May not: This action, activity, or proce-

dural step is prohibited.
Method blank: An aliquot of reagent water

that is treated exactly as a sample including
exposure to all glassware, equipment, sol-
vents, reagents, internal standards, and sur-
rogates that are used with samples. The
method blank is used to determine if
analytes or interferences are present in the
laboratory environment, the reagents, or the
apparatus.

Minimum level (ML): The level at which
the entire analytical system must give a rec-
ognizable signal and acceptable calibration
point for the analyte. It is equivalent to the
concentration of the lowest calibration
standard, assuming that all method-specified
sample weights, volumes, and cleanup proce-
dures have been employed.

MS: Mass spectrometer or mass spectrom-
etry.

Must: This action, activity, or procedural
step is required.

OPR: Ongoing precision and recovery
standard (OPR); a laboratory blank spiked
with known quantities of analytes. The OPR
is analyzed exactly like a sample. Its purpose
is to assure that the results produced by the
laboratory remain within the limits speci-

fied in this method for precision and recov-
ery.

PAR: Precision and recovery standard; sec-
ondary standard that is diluted and spiked to
form the IPR and OPR.

Preparation blank: See Method blank.
Primary dilution standard: A solution con-

taining the specified analytes that is pur-
chased or prepared from stock solutions and
diluted as needed to prepare calibration solu-
tions and other solutions.

Quality control check sample (QCS): A
sample containing all or a subset of the
analytes at known concentrations. The QCS
is obtained from a source external to the lab-
oratory or is prepared from a source of
standards different from the source of cali-
bration standards. It is used to check labora-
tory performance with test materials pre-
pared external to the normal preparation
process.

Reagent water: Water demonstrated to be
free from the analytes of interest and poten-
tially interfering substances at the method
detection limit for the analyte.

Relative standard deviation (RSD): The
standard deviation times 100 divided by the
mean.

RF: Response factor. See Section 10.5.1.
RR: Relative response. See Section 10.4.4.
RSD: See Relative standard deviation.
Should: This action, activity, or proce-

dural step is suggested but not required.
Stock solution: A solution containing an

analyte that is prepared using a reference
material traceable to EPA, the National In-
stitute of Science and Technology (NIST), or
a source that will attest to the purity and
authenticity of the reference material.

VER: See Calibration verification stand-
ard.
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