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may develop the specific terms of coop-
erative agreements with other agencies
as it determines appropriate for indi-
vidual circumstances.

(b) Agreements with title IV–D agen-
cies must specify that the Medicaid
agency will—

(1) Meet the requirements of the Of-
fice of Child Support Enforcement for
cooperative agreements under 45 CFR
Part 306; and

(2) Provide reimbursement to the IV–
D agency only for those child support
services performed that are not reim-
bursable by the Office of Child Support
Enforcement under title IV–D of the
Act and that are necessary for the col-
lection of amounts for the Medicaid
program.

[50 FR 46666, Nov. 12, 1985]

§ 433.153 Incentive payments to States
and political subdivisions.

(a) When payments are required. The
agency must make an incentive pay-
ment to a political subdivision, a legal
entity of the subdivision such as a
prosecuting or district attorney or a
friend of the court, or another State
that enforces and collects medical sup-
port and payments for the agency.

(b) Amount and source of payment. The
incentive payment must equal 15 per-
cent of the amount collected, and must
be made from the Federal share of that
amount.

(c) Payment to two or more jurisdic-
tions. If more than one State or polit-
ical subdivision is involved in enforc-
ing and collecting support and pay-
ments:

(1) The agency must pay all of the in-
centive payment to the political sub-
division, legal entity of the subdivi-
sion, or another State that collected
medical support and payments at the
request of the agency.

(2) The political subdivision, legal en-
tity or other State that receives the in-
centive payment must then divide the
incentive payment equally with any
other political subdivisions, legal enti-
ties, or other States that assisted in
the collection, unless an alternative al-
location is agreed upon by all jurisdic-
tions involved.

§ 433.154 Distribution of collections.

The agency must distribute collec-
tions as follows—

(a) To itself, an amount equal to
State Medicaid expenditures for the in-
dividual on whose right the collection
was based.

(b) To the Federal Government, the
Federal share of the State Medicaid ex-
penditures, minus any incentive pay-
ment made in accordance with § 433.153.

(c) To the recipient, any remaining
amount. This amount must be treated
as income or resources under part 435
or part 436 of this subchapter, as appro-
priate.

Subpart E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Refunding of Federal
Share of Medicaid Overpay-
ments to Providers

SOURCE: 54 FR 5460, Feb. 3, 1989, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 433.300 Basis.

This subpart implements—
(a) Section 1903(d)(2)(A) of the Act,

which directs that quarterly Federal
payments to the States under title XIX
(Medicaid) of the Act are to be reduced
or increased to make adjustment for
prior overpayments or underpayments
that the Secretary determines have
been made.

(b) Section 1903(d)(2) (C) and (D) of
the Act, which provides that a State
has 60 days from discovery of an over-
payment for Medicaid services to re-
cover or attempt to recover the over-
payment from the provider before ad-
justment in the Federal Medicaid pay-
ment to the State is made; and that ad-
justment will be made at the end of the
60 days, whether or not recovery is
made, unless the State is unable to re-
cover from a provider because the over-
payment is a debt that has been dis-
charged in bankruptcy or is otherwise
uncollectable.

(c) Section 1903(d)(3) of the Act,
which provides that the Secretary will
consider the pro rata Federal share of
the net amount recovered by a State
during any quarter to be an overpay-
ment.
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§ 433.302 Scope of subpart.
This subpart sets forth the require-

ments and procedures under which
States have 60 days following discovery
of overpayments made to providers for
Medicaid services to recover or at-
tempt to recover that amount before
the States must refund the Federal
share of these overpayments to HCFA,
with certain exceptions.

§ 433.304 Definitions.
As used in this subpart—
Abuse (in accordance with § 455.2)

means provider practices that are in-
consistent with sound fiscal, business,
or medical practices, and result in an
unnecessary cost to the Medicaid pro-
gram, or in reimbursement for services
that are not medically necessary or
that fail to meet professionally recog-
nized standards for health care.

Discovery (or discovered) means identi-
fication by any State Medicaid agency
official or other State official, the Fed-
eral Government, or the provider of an
overpayment, and the communication
of that overpayment finding or the ini-
tiation of a formal recoupment action
without notice as described in § 433.316.

Fraud (in accordance with § 455.2)
means an intentional deception or mis-
representation made by a person with
the knowledge that the deception could
result in some unauthorized benefit to
himself or some other person. It in-
cludes any act that constitutes fraud
under applicable Federal or State law.

Overpayment means the amount paid
by a Medicaid agency to a provider
which is in excess of the amount that
is allowable for services furnished
under section 1902 of the Act and which
is required to be refunded under section
1903 of the Act.

Provider (in accordance with § 400.203)
means any individual or entity fur-
nishing Medicaid services under a pro-
vider agreement with the Medicaid
agency.

Recoupment means any formal action
by the State or its fiscal agent to ini-
tiate recovery of an overpayment with-
out advance official notice by reducing
future payments to a provider.

Third party (in accordance with
§ 433.136) means an individual, entity,
or program that is or may be liable to
pay for all or part of the expenditures

for medical assistance furnished under
a State plan.

[54 FR 5460, Feb. 3, 1989; 54 FR 8435, Feb. 28,
1989]

§ 433.310 Applicability of require-
ments.

(a) General rule. Except as provided in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section,
the provisions of this subpart apply
to—

(1) Overpayments made to providers
that are discovered by the State;

(2) Overpayments made to providers
that are initially discovered by the
provider and made known to the State
agency; and

(3) Overpayments that are discovered
through Federal reviews.

(b) Third party payments and probate
collections. The requirements of this
subpart do not apply to—

(1) Cases involving third party liabil-
ity because, in these situations, recov-
ery is sought for a Medicaid payment
that would have been made had an-
other party not been legally respon-
sible for payment; and

(2) Probate collections from the es-
tates of deceased Medicaid recipients,
as they represent the recovery of pay-
ments properly made from resources
later determined to be available to the
State.

(c) Unallowable costs paid under rate-
setting systems. (1) Unallowable costs for
a prior year paid to an institutional
provider under a rate-setting system
that a State recovers through an ad-
justment to the per diem rate for a
subsequent period do not constitute
overpayments that are subject to the
requirements of this subpart.

In such cases, the State is not re-
quired to refund the Federal share ex-
plicitly related to the original overpay-
ment in accordance with the regula-
tions in this subpart. Refund of the
Federal share occurs when the State
claims future expenditures made to the
provider at a reduced rate.

(2) Unallowable costs for a prior year
paid to an institutional provider under
a rate-setting system that a State
seeks to recover in a lump sum, by an
installment repayment plan, or
through reduction of future payments
to which the provider would otherwise
be entitled constitute overpayments
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that are subject to the requirements of
this subpart.

(d) Recapture of depreciation upon gain
on the sale of assets. Depreciation pay-
ments are considered overpayments for
purposes of this subpart if a State re-
quires their recapture in a discrete
amount(s) upon gain on the sale of as-
sets.

§ 433.312 Basic requirements for re-
funds.

(a) Basic rules. (1) Except as provided
in paragraph (b) of this section, the
Medicaid agency has 60 days from the
date of discovery of an overpayment to
a provider to recover or seek to recover
the overpayment before the Federal
share must be refunded to HCFA.

(2) The agency must refund the Fed-
eral share of overpayments at the end
of the 60-day period following discovery
in accordance with the requirements of
this subpart, whether or not the State
has recovered the overpayment from
the provider.

(b) Exception. The agency is not re-
quired to refund the Federal share of
an overpayment made to a provider
when the State is unable to recover the
overpayment amount because the pro-
vider has been determined bankrupt or
out of business in accordance with
§ 433.318.

(c) Applicability. (1) The requirements
of this subpart apply to overpayments
made to Medicaid providers that occur
and are discovered in any quarter that
begins on or after October 1, 1985.

(2) The date upon which an overpay-
ment occurs is the date upon which a
State, using its normal method of re-
imbursement for a particular class of
provider (e.g., check, interfund trans-
fer), makes the payment involving un-
allowable costs to a provider.

§ 433.316 When discovery of overpay-
ment occurs and its significance.

(a) General rule. The date on which an
overpayment is discovered is the begin-
ning date of the 60-calendar day period
allowed a State to recover or seek to
recover an overpayment before a re-
fund of the Federal share of an over-
payment must be made to HCFA.

(b) Requirements for notification. Un-
less a State official or fiscal agent of
the State chooses to initiate a formal

recoupment action against a provider
without first giving written notifica-
tion of its intent, a State Medicaid
agency official or other State official
must notify the provider in writing of
any overpayment it discovers in ac-
cordance with State agency policies
and procedures and must take reason-
able actions to attempt to recover the
overpayment in accordance with State
law and procedures.

(c) Overpayments resulting from situa-
tions other than fraud or abuse. An over-
payment resulting from a situation
other than fraud or abuse is discovered
on the earliest of—

(1) The date on which any Medicaid
agency official or other State official
first notifies a provider in writing of an
overpayment and specifies a dollar
amount that is subject to recovery;

(2) The date on which a provider ini-
tially acknowledges a specific overpaid
amount in writing to the medicaid
agency; or

(3) The date on which any State offi-
cial or fiscal agent of the State initi-
ates a formal action to recoup a spe-
cific overpaid amount from a provider
without having first notified the pro-
vider in writing.

(d) Overpayments resulting from fraud
or abuse. An overpayment that results
from fraud or abuse is discovered on
the date of the final written notice of
the State’s overpayment determination
that a Medicaid agency official or
other State official sends to the pro-
vider.

(e) Overpayments identified through
Federal reviews. If a Federal review at
any time indicates that a State has
failed to identify an overpayment or a
State has identified an overpayment
but has failed to either send written
notice of the overpayment to the pro-
vider that specified a dollar amount
subject to recovery or initiate a formal
recoupment from the provider without
having first notified the provider in
writing, HCFA will consider the over-
payment as discovered on the date that
the Federal official first notifies the
State in writing of the overpayment
and specifies a dollar amount subject
to recovery.

(f) Effect of changes in overpayment
amount. Any adjustment in the amount
of an overpayment during the 60-day
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period following discovery (made in ac-
cordance with the approved State plan,
Federal law and regulations governing
Medicaid, and the appeals resolution
process specified in State administra-
tive policies and procedures) has the
following effect on the 60-day recovery
period:

(1) A downward adjustment in the
amount of an overpayment subject to
recovery that occurs after discovery
does not change the original 60-day re-
covery period for the outstanding bal-
ance.

(2) An upward adjustment in the
amount of an overpayment subject to
recovery that occurs during the 60-day
period following discovery does not
change the 60-day recovery period for
the original overpayment amount. A
new 60-day period begins for the incre-
mental amount only, beginning with
the date of the State’s written notifica-
tion to the provider regarding the up-
ward adjustment.

(g) Effect of partial collection by State.
A partial collection of an overpayment
amount by the State from a provider
during the 60-day period following dis-
covery does not change the 60-day re-
covery period for the original overpay-
ment amount due to HCFA.

(h) Effect of administrative or judicial
appeals. Any appeal rights extended to
a provider do not extend the date of
discovery.

[54 FR 5460, Feb. 3, 1989; 54 FR 8435, Feb. 28,
1989]

§ 433.318 Overpayments involving pro-
viders who are bankrupt or out of
business.

(a) Basic rules. (1) The agency is not
required to refund the Federal share of
an overpayment made to a provider as
required by § 433.312(a) to the extent
that the State is unable to recover the
overpayment because the provider has
been determined bankrupt or out of
business in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section.

(2) The agency must notify the pro-
vider that an overpayment exists in
any case involving a bankrupt or out-
of-business provider and, if the debt
has not been determined uncollectable,
take reasonable actions to recover the
overpayment during the 60-day recov-
ery period in accordance with policies

prescribed by applicable State law and
administrative procedures.

(b) Overpayment debts that the State
need not refund. Overpayments are con-
sidered debts that the State is unable
to recover within the 60-day period fol-
lowing discovery if the following cri-
teria are met:

(1) The provider has filed for bank-
ruptcy, as specified in paragraph (c) of
this section; or

(2) The provider has gone out of busi-
ness and the State is unable to locate
the provider and its assets, as specified
in paragraph (d) of this section.

(c) Bankruptcy. The agency is not re-
quired to refund to HCFA the Federal
share of an overpayment at the end of
the 60-day period following discovery,
if—

(1) The provider has filed for bank-
ruptcy in Federal court at the time of
discovery of the overpayment or the
provider files a bankruptcy petition in
Federal court before the end of the 60-
day period following discovery; and

(2) The State is on record with the
court as a creditor of the petitioner in
the amount of the Medicaid overpay-
ment.

(d) Out of business. (1) The agency is
not required to refund to HCFA the
Federal share of an overpayment at the
end of the 60-day period following dis-
covery if the provider is out of business
on the date of discovery of the overpay-
ment or if the provider goes out of
business before the end of the 60-day
period following discovery.

(2) A provider is considered to be out
of business on the effective date of a
determination to that effect under
State law. The agency must—

(i) Document its efforts to locate the
party and its assets. These efforts must
be consistent with applicable State
policies and procedures; and

(ii) Make available an affidavit or
certification from the appropriate
State legal authority establishing that
the provider is out of business and that
the overpayment cannot be collected
under State law and procedures and
citing the effective date of that deter-
mination under State law.

(3) A provider is not out of business
when ownershp is transferred within
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the State unless State law and proce-
dures deem a provider that has trans-
ferred ownership to be out of business
and preclude collection of the overpay-
ment from the provider.

(e) Circumstances requiring refunds. If
the 60-day recovery period has expired
before an overpayment is found to be
uncollectable under the provisions of
this section, if the State recovers an
overpayment amount under a court-ap-
proved discharge of bankruptcy, or if a
bankruptcy petition is denied, the
agency must refund the Federal share
of the overpayment in accordance with
the procedures specified in § 433.320.

[54 FR 5460, Feb. 3, 1989; 54 FR 8435, Feb. 28,
1989]

§ 433.320 Procedures for refunds to
HCFA.

(a) Basic requirements. (1) The agency
must refund the Federal share of over-
payments that are subject to recovery
to HCFA through a credit on its Quar-
terly Statement of Expenditures (Form
HCFA–64).

(2) The Federal share of overpay-
ments subject to recovery must be
credited on the Form HCFA–64 report
submitted for the quarter in which the
60-day period following discovery, es-
tablished in accordance with § 433.316,
ends.

(3) A credit on the Form HCFA–64
must be made whether or not the over-
payment has been recovered by the
State from the provider.

(b) Effect of reporting collections and
submitting reduced expenditure claims. (1)
The State is not required to refund the
Federal share of an overpayment when
the State reports a collection or sub-
mits an expenditure claim reduced by a
discrete amount to recover an overpay-
ment prior to the end of the 60-day pe-
riod following discovery.

(2) The State is not required to re-
port on the Form HCFA–64 any collec-
tions made on overpayment amounts
for which the Federal share has been
refunded previously.

(3) If a State has refunded the Fed-
eral share of an overpayment as re-
quired under this subpart and the State
subsequently makes recovery by reduc-
ing future provider payments by a dis-
crete amount, the State need not re-

flect that reduction in its claim for
Federal financial participation.

(c) Reclaiming overpayment amounts
previously refunded to HCFA. If the
amount of an overpayment is adjusted
downward after the agency has cred-
ited HCFA with the Federal share, the
agency may reclaim the amount of the
downward adjustment on the Form
HCFA–64. Under this provision—

(1) Downward adjustment to an over-
payment amount previously credited to
HCFA is allowed only if it is properly
based on the approved State plan, Fed-
eral law and regulations governing
Medicaid, and the appeals resolution
processes specified in State adminis-
trative policies and procedures.

(2) The 2-year filing limit for retro-
active claims for Medicaid expendi-
tures does not apply. A downward ad-
justment is not considered a retro-
active claim but rather a reclaiming of
costs previously claimed.

(d) Expiration of 60-day recovery pe-
riod. If an overpayment has not been
determined uncollectable in accord-
ance with the requirements of § 433.318
at the end of the 60-day period fol-
lowing discovery of the overpayment,
the agency must refund the Federal
share of the overpayment to HCFA in
accordance with the procedures speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section.

(e) Court-approved discharge of bank-
ruptcy. If the State recovers any por-
tion of an overpayment under a court-
approved discharge of bankruptcy, the
agency must refund to HCFA the Fed-
eral share of the overpayment amount
collected on the next quarterly expend-
iture report that is due to HCFA for
the period that includes the date on
which the collection occurs.

(f) Bankruptcy petition denied. If a
provider’s petition for bankruptcy is
denied in Federal court, the agency
must credit HCFA with the Federal
share of the overpayment on the later
of—

(1) The Form HCFA–64 submission
due to HCFA immediately following
the date of the decision of the court; or

(2) The Form HCFA–64 submission for
the quarter in which the 60-day period
following discovery of the overpayment
ends.
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(g) Reclaim of refunds. (1) If a provider
is determined bankrupt or out of busi-
ness under this section after the 60-day
period following discovery of the over-
payment ends and the State has not
been able to make complete recovery,
the agency may reclaim the amount of
the Federal share of any unrecovered
overpayment amount previously re-
funded to HCFA. HCFA allows the re-
claim of a refund by the agency if the
agency submits to HCFA documenta-
tion that it has made reasonable ef-
forts to obtain recovery.

(2) If the agency reclaims a refund of
the Federal share of an overpayment—

(i) In bankruptcy cases, the agency
must submit to HCFA a statement of
its efforts to recover the overpayment
during the period before the petition
for bankruptcy was filed; and

(ii) In out-of-business cases, the agen-
cy must submit to HCFA a statement
of its efforts to locate the provider and
its assets and to recover the overpay-
ment during any period before the pro-
vider is found to be out of business in
accordance with § 433.318.

(h) Supporting reports. The agency
must report the following information
to support each Quarterly Statement
of Expenditures Form HCFA–64:

(1) Amounts of overpayments not col-
lected during the quarter but refunded
because of the expiration of the 60-day
period following discovery;

(2) Upward and downward adjust-
ments to amounts credited in previous
quarters;

(3) Amounts of overpayments col-
lected under court-approved discharges
of bankruptcy;

(4) Amounts of previously reported
overpayments to providers certified as
bankrupt or out of business during the
quarter; and

(5) Amounts of overpayments pre-
viously credited and reclaimed by the
State.

§ 433.322 Maintenance of records.

The Medicaid agency must maintain
a separate record of all overpayment
activities for each provider in a man-
ner that satisfies the retention and ac-
cess requirements of 45 CFR part 74,
subpart D.
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