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PREPAID CAPITATION PLANS

447.361 Upper limits of payment: Risk con-
tract.

447.362 Upper limits of payment: Nonrisk
contract.

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES

447.371 Services furnished by rural health
clinics.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1102 of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1302).

SOURCE: 43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Payments: General
Provisions

§ 447.1 Purpose.
This subpart prescribes State plan re-

quirements, FFP limitations and pro-
cedures concerning payments made by
State Medicaid agencies for Medicaid
services.

§ 447.10 Prohibition against reassign-
ment of provider claims.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1902(a)(32) of the
Act which prohibits State payments
for Medicaid services to anyone other
than a provider or recipient, except in
specified circumstances.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

Facility means an institution that
furnishes health care services to inpa-
tients.

Factor means an individual or an or-
ganization, such as a collection agency
or service bureau, that advances money
to a provider for accounts receivable
that the provider has assigned, sold or
transferred to the individual organiza-
tion for an added fee or a deduction of
a portion of the accounts receivable.
Factor does not include a business rep-
resentative as described in paragraph
(f) of this section.

Organized health care delivery system
means a public or private organization
for delivering health services. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a clinic, a
group practice prepaid capitation plan,
and a health maintenance organiza-
tion.

(c) State plan requirements. A State
plan must provide that the require-
ments of paragraphs (d) through (h) of
this section are met.

(d) Who may receive payment. Pay-
ment may be made only—

(1) To the provider; or
(2) To the recipient if he is a noncash

recipient eligible to receive the pay-
ment under § 447.25; or

(3) In accordance with paragraphs (e),
(f), and (g) of this section.

(e) Reassignments. Payment may be
made in accordance with a reassign-
ment from the provider to a govern-
ment agency or reassignment by a
court order.

(f) Business agents. Payment may be
made to a business agent, such as a
billing service or an accounting firm,
that furnishes statements and receives
payments in the name of the provider,
if the agent’s compensation for this
service is—

(1) Related to the cost of processing
the billing;

(2) Not related on a percentage or
other basis to the amount that is billed
or collected; and

(3) Not dependent upon the collection
of the payment.

(g) Individual practitioners. Payment
may be made to—

(1) The employer of the practitioner,
if the practitioner is required as a con-
dition of employment to turn over his
fees to the employer;

(2) The facility in which the service
is provided, if the practitioner has a
contract under which the facility sub-
mits the claim; or

(3) A foundation, plan, or similar or-
ganization operating an organized
health care delivery system, if the
practitioner has a contract under
which the organization submits the
claim.

(h) Prohibition of payment to factors.
Payment for any service furnished to a
recipient by a provider may not be
made to or through a factor, either di-
rectly or by power of attorney.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 46
FR 42672, Aug. 24, 1981; 61 FR 38398, July 24,
1996]

§ 447.15 Acceptance of State payment
as payment in full.

A State plan must provide that the
Medicaid agency must limit participa-
tion in the Medicaid program to pro-
viders who accept, as payment in full,
the amounts paid by the agency plus

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 12:19 Oct 31, 2000 Jkt 190166 PO 00000 Frm 00255 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190166T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 190166T



256

42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–00 Edition)§ 447.20

any deductible, coinsurance or copay-
ment required by the plan to be paid by
the individual. However, the provider
may not deny services to any eligible
individual on account of the individ-
ual’s inability to pay the cost sharing
amount imposed by the plan in accord-
ance with § 431.55(g) or § 447.53. The pre-
vious sentence does not apply to an in-
dividual who is able to pay. An individ-
ual’s inability to pay does not elimi-
nate his or her liability for the cost
sharing charge.

[50 FR 23013, May 30, 1985]

§ 447.20 Provider restrictions: State
plan requirements.

A State plan must provide for the fol-
lowing:

(a) In the case of an individual who is
eligible for medical assistance under
the plan for service(s) for which a third
party or parties is liable for payment,
if the total amount of the established
liability of the third party or parties
for the service is—

(1) Equal to or greater than the
amount payable under the State plan
(which includes, when applicable, cost-
sharing payments provided for in
§§ 447.53 through 447.56), the provider
furnishing the service to the individual
may not seek to collect from the indi-
vidual (or any financially responsible
relative or representative of that indi-
vidual) any payment amount for that
service; or

(2) Less than the amount payable
under the State plan (including cost
sharing payments set forth in §§ 447.53
through 447.56), the provider furnishing
the service to that individual may col-
lect from the individual (or any finan-
cially responsible relative or represent-
ative of the individual) an amount
which is the lesser of—

(i) Any cost-sharing payment amount
imposed upon the individual under
§§ 447.53 through 447.56; or

(ii) An amount which represents the
difference between the amount payable
under the State plan (which includes,
where applicable, cost-sharing pay-
ments provided for in §§ 447.53 through
447.56) and the total of the established
third party liability for the services.

(b) A provider may not refuse to fur-
nish services covered under the plan to
an individual who is eligible for med-

ical assistance under the plan on ac-
count of a third party’s potential li-
ability for the service(s).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.21 Reduction of payments to pro-
viders.

If a provider seeks to collect from an
individual (or any financially respon-
sible relative or representative of that
individual) an amount that exceeds an
amount specified under § 447.20(a)—

(a) The Medicaid agency may provide
for a reduction of any payment amount
otherwise due to the provider in addi-
tion to any other sanction available to
the agency; and

(b) The reduction may be equal to up
to three times the amount that the
provider sought to collect in violation
of § 447.20(a).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.25 Direct payments to certain re-
cipients for physicians’ or dentists’
services.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1905(a) of the Act
by prescribing requirements applicable
to States making direct payments to
certain recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services.

(b) State plan requirements. Except for
groups specified in paragraph (c) of this
section, a State may make direct pay-
ments to recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services. If it does so, the
State plan must—

(1) Provide for direct payments; and
(2) Specify the conditions under

which payments are made.
(c) Federal financial participation. No

FFP is available in expenditures for di-
rect payment for physicians’ or den-
tists’ services to any recipient—

(1) Who is receiving assistance under
the State’s approved plan under title I,
IV–A, X, XIV or XVI (AABD) of the
Act; or

(2) To whom supplemental security
benefits are being paid under title XVI
of the Act; or

(3) Who is receiving or eligible for a
State supplementary payment or would
be eligible if he were not in a medical
institution, and who is eligible for
Medicaid as a categorically needy re-
cipient.
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(d) Federal requirements. (1) Direct
payments to recipients under this sec-
tion are an alternative to payments di-
rectly to providers and are subject to
the same conditions; for example, the
State’s reasonable charge schedules are
applicable.

(2) Direct payments must be sup-
ported by providers’ bills for services.

§ 447.30 Withholding the Federal share
of payments to Medicaid providers
to recover Medicare overpayments.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1914 of the Act,
which provides for withholding the
Federal share of Medicaid payments to
a provider if the provider has not ar-
ranged to repay Medicare overpay-
ments or has failed to provide informa-
tion to determine the amount of the
overpayments. The intent of the stat-
ute and regulations is to facilitate the
recovery of Medicare overpayments.
The provision enables recovery of over-
payments when institutions have re-
duced participation in Medicare or
when physicians and suppliers have
submitted few or no claims under Medi-
care, thus not receiving enough in
Medicare reimbursement to permit off-
set of the overpayment.

(b) When withholding occurs. The Fed-
eral share of Medicaid payments may
be withheld from any provider specified
in paragraph (c) of this section to re-
cover Medicare overpayments that
HCFA has been unable to collect if the
provider participates in Medicaid and—

(1) The provider has not made ar-
rangements satisfactory to HCFA to
repay the Medicare overpayment; or

(2) HCFA has been unable to collect
information from the provider to deter-
mine the existence or amount of Medi-
care overpayment.

(c) The Federal share of Medicaid
payments may be withheld with re-
spect to the following providers:

(1) An institutional provider that has
or previously had in effect a Medicare
provider agreement under section 1866
of the Act; and

(2) A Medicaid provider who has pre-
viously accepted Medicare payment on
the basis of an assignment under sec-
tion 1842(b)(3)(B)(ii) of the Act; and
during the 12 month period preceding
the quarter in which the Federal share

is to be withheld for a Medicare over-
payment, submitted no claims under
Medicare or submitted claims which
total less than the amount of overpay-
ment.

(d) Order to reduce State payment.
(1) HCFA may, at its discretion, issue

an order to the Medicaid agency of any
State that is using the provider’s serv-
ices, to reduce its payment to the pro-
vider by the amount specified in para-
graph (f) of this section.

(2) The order to reduce payment to
the provider will remain in effect
until—

(i) The Medicaid agency determines
that the overpayment has been com-
pletely recovered; or

(ii) HCFA terminates the order.
(3) HCFA may withhold FFP from

any State that does not comply with
the order specified in paragraph (d)(1)
of this section to reduce payment to
the provider and claims FFP for the ex-
penditure on its quarterly expenditure
report.

(e) Notice of withholding. (1) Before
the Federal share of payments may be
withheld under this section, HCFA will
notify the provider and the Medicaid
agency of each State that HCFA be-
lieves may use the overpaid provider’s
services under Medicaid.

(2) The notice will include the in-
struction to reduce State payments, as
provided under paragraph (d) of this
section.

(3) HCFA will send the notice re-
ferred to in paragraph (e)(1) by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested.

(4) Each Medicaid agency must iden-
tify the amount of payment due the
provider under Medicaid and give that
information to HCFA in the next quar-
terly expenditure report.

(5) The Medicaid agency may appeal
any disallowance of FFP resulting
from the withholding decision to the
Grant Appeals Board, in accordance
with 45 CFR part 16.

(f) Amount to be withheld. HCFA
may require the Medicaid agency to re-
duce the Federal share of its payment
to the provider by the lesser of the fol-
lowing amounts.

(1) The Federal matching share of
payments to the provider, or

(2) The total Medicare overpayment
to the provider.
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(g) Effective date of withholding. With-
holding of payment will become effec-
tive no less than 60 days after the day
on which the agency receives notice of
withholding.

(h) Duration of withholding. No Fed-
eral funds are available in expenditures
for services that are furnished by a pro-
vider specified in paragraph (c) of this
section from the date on which the
withholding becomes effective until
the termination of withholding under
paragraph (i) of this section.

(i) Termination of withholding.
(1) HCFA will terminate the order to

reduce State payment if it determines
that any of the following has occurred:

(i) The Medicare overpayment is
completely recovered:

(ii) The institution or person makes
an agreement satisfactory to HCFA to
repay the overpayment; or

(iii) HCFA determines that there is
no overpayment based on newly ac-
quired evidence or a subsequent audit.

(2) HCFA will notify each State that
previously received a notice ordering
the withholding that the withholding
has been terminated.

(j) Procedures for restoring excess with-
holding. If an amount ultimately deter-
mined to be in excess of the Medicare
overpayment is withheld, HCFA will
restore any excess funds withheld.

(k) Recovery of funds from Medicaid
agency. A provider is not entitled to re-
cover from the Medicaid agency the
amount of payment withheld by the
agency in accordance with a HCFA
order issued under paragraph (d) of this
section.

[50 FR 19688, May 10, 1985; 50 FR 23307, June
3, 1985]

§ 447.31 Withholding Medicare pay-
ments to recover Medicaid overpay-
ments.

(a) Basis and purpose. Section 1885 of
the Act provides authority for HCFA to
withhold Medicare payments to a Med-
icaid provider in order to recover Med-
icaid overpayments to the provider.
Section 405.377 of this chapter sets
forth the Medicare rules implementing
section 1885, and specifies under what
circumstances withholding will occur
and the providers that are subject to
withholding. This section establishes
the procedures that the Medicaid agen-

cy must follow when requesting that
HCFA withhold Medicare payments.

(b) Agency notice to providers. (1) Be-
fore the agency requests recovery of a
Medicaid overpayment through Medi-
care, the agency must send either or
both of the following notices, in addi-
tion to that required under paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, to the provider.

(i) Notice that—
(A) There has been an overpayment;
(B) Repayment is required; and
(C) The overpayment determination

is subject to agency appeal procedures,
but we may withhold Medicare pay-
ments while an appeal is in progress.

(ii) Notice that—
(A) Information is needed to deter-

mine the amount of overpayment if
any; and

(B) The provider has at least 30 days
in which to supply the information to
the agency.

(2) Notice that, 30 days or later from
the date of the notice, the agency in-
tends to refer the case to HCFA for
withholding of Medicare payments.

(3) The agency must send all notices
to providers by certified mail, return
receipt requested.

(c) Documentation to be submitted to
HCFA. The agency must submit the fol-
lowing information or documentation
to HCFA (unless otherwise specified)
with the request for withholding of
Medicare payments.

(1) A statement of the reason that
withholding is requested.

(2) The amount of overpayment, type
of overpayment, date the overpayment
was determined, and the closing date of
the pertinent cost reporting period (if
applicable).

(3) The quarter in which the overpay-
ment was reported on the quarterly ex-
penditure report (Form HCFA 64).

(4) As needed, and upon request from
HCFA, the names and addresses of the
provider’s officers and owners for each
period that there is an outstanding
overpayment.

(5) A statement of assurance that the
State agency has met the notice re-
quirements under paragraph (b) of this
section.

(6) As needed, and upon request for
HCFA, copies of notices (under para-
graph (b) of this section), and reports
of contact or attempted contact with
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the provider concerning the overpay-
ment, including any reduction or sus-
pension of Medicaid payments made
with respect to that overpayment.

(7) A copy of the provider’s agree-
ment with the agency under § 431.107 of
this chapter.

(d) Notification to terminate with-
holding. (1) If an agency has requested
withholding under this section, it must
notify HCFA if any of the following oc-
curs:

(i) The Medicaid provider makes an
agreement satisfactory to the agency
to repay the overpayment;

(ii) The Medicaid overpayment is
completely recovered; or

(iii) The agency determines that
there is no overpayment, based on
newly acquired evidence or subsequent
audit.

(2) Upon receipt of notification from
the State agency, HCFA will terminate
withholding.

(e) Accounting for returned overpay-
ment. The agency must treat as a re-
covered overpayment the amounts re-
ceived from HCFA to offset Medicaid
overpayments.

(f) Procedures for restoring excess with-
holding. The agency must establish pro-
cedures satisfactory to HCFA to assure
the return to the provider of amounts
withheld under this section that are ul-
timately determined to be in excess of
overpayments. Those procedures are
subject to HCFA review.

[50 FR 19689, May 10, 1985, as amended at 61
FR 63749, Dec. 2, 1996]

§ 447.40 Payments for reserving beds
in institutions.

(a) The Medicaid agency may make
payments to reserve a bed during a re-
cipient’s temporary absence from an
inpatient facility, if—

(1) The State plan provides for such
payments and specifies any limitations
on the policy; and

(2) Absences for purposes other than
required hospitalization (which cannot
be anticipated and planned) are in-
cluded in the patient’s plan of care.

(b) An agency that pays for reserved
beds in an inpatient facility may pay
less for a reserved bed than an occupied
bed if there is a cost differential be-

tween the two beds. (Section 1102 of the
Act.)

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 51
FR 24491, July 3, 1986]

§ 447.45 Timely claims payment.
(a) Basis and purpose. This section

implements section 1902(a)(37) of the
Act by specifying—

(1) State plan requirements for—
(i) Timely processing of claims for

payment;
(ii) Prepayment and postpayment

claims reviews; and
(2) Conditions under which the Ad-

ministrator may grant waivers of the
time requirements.

(b) Definitions. Claim means (1) a bill
for services, (2) a line item of service,
or (3) all services for one recipient
within a bill.

Clean claim means one that can be
processed without obtaining additional
information from the provider of the
service or from a third party. It in-
cludes a claim with errors originating
in a State’s claims system. It does not
include a claim from a provider who is
under investigation for fraud or abuse,
or a claim under review for medical ne-
cessity.

A shared health facility means any ar-
rangement in which—

(1) Two or more health care practi-
tioners practice their professions at a
common physical location;

(2) The practitioners share common
waiting areas, examining rooms, treat-
ment rooms, or other space, the serv-
ices of supporting staff, or equipment;

(3) The practitioners have a person
(who may himself be a practitioner)—

(i) Who is in charge of, controls, man-
ages, or supervises substantial aspects
of the arrangement or operation for the
delivery of health or medical services
at the common physical location other
than the direct furnishing of profes-
sional health care services by the prac-
titioners to their patients; or

(ii) Who makes available to the prac-
titioners the services of supporting
staff who are not employees of the
practitioners; and

(iii) Who is compensated in whole or
in part, for the use of the common
physical location or related support
services, on a basis related to amounts
charged or collected for the services
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rendered or ordered at the location or
on any basis clearly unrelated to the
value of the services provided by the
person; and

(4) At least one of the practitioners
received payments on a fee-for-service
basis under titles V, XVIII, and XIX in
an amount exceeding $5,000 for any one
month during the preceding 12 months
or in an aggregate amount exceeding
$40,000 during the preceding 12 months.
The term does not include a provider of
services (as specified in § 489.2(b) of this
chapter), a health maintenance organi-
zation (as defined in section 1301(a) of
the Public Health Service Act), a hos-
pital cooperative shared services orga-
nization meeting the requirements of
section 501(e) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954, or any public entity.

Third party is defined in § 433.135 of
this chapter.

(c) State plan requirements. A State
plan must (1) provide that the require-
ments of paragraphs (d), (e)(2), (f) and
(g) of this section are met; and

(2) Specify the definition of a claim,
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, to be used in meeting the require-
ments for timely claims payment. The
definition may vary by type of service
(e.g., physician service, hospital serv-
ice).

(d) Timely processing of claims. (1) The
Medicaid agency must require pro-
viders to submit all claims no later
than 12 months from the date of serv-
ice.

(2) The agency must pay 90 percent of
all clean claims from practitioners,
who are in individual or group practice
or who practice in shared health facili-
ties, within 30 days of the date of re-
ceipt.

(3) The agency must pay 99 percent of
all clean claims from practitioners,
who are in individual or group practice
or who practice in shared health facili-
ties, within 90 days of the date of re-
ceipt.

(4) The agency must pay all other
claims within 12 months of the date of
receipt, except in the following cir-
cumstances:

(i) This time limitation does not
apply to retroactive adjustments paid
to providers who are reimbursed under
a retrospective payment system, as de-
fined in § 447.272 of this part.

(ii) If a claim for payment under
Medicare has been filed in a timely
manner, the agency may pay a Med-
icaid claim relating to the same serv-
ices within 6 months after the agency
or the provider receives notice of the
disposition of the Medicare claim.

(iii) The time limitation does not
apply to claims from providers under
investigation for fraud or abuse.

(iv) The agency may make payments
at any time in accordance with a court
order, to carry out hearing decisions or
agency corrective actions taken to re-
solve a dispute, or to extend the bene-
fits of a hearing decision, corrective
action, or court order to others in the
same situation as those directly af-
fected by it.

(5) The date of receipt is the date the
agency receives the claim, as indicated
by its date stamp on the claim.

(6) The date of payment is the date of
the check or other form of payment.

(e) Waivers. (1) The Administrator
may waive the requirements of para-
graphs (d) (2) and (3) of this section
upon request by an agency if he finds
that the agency has shown good faith
in trying to meet them. In deciding
whether the agency has shown good
faith, the Administrator will consider
whether the agency has received an un-
usually high volume of claims which
are not clean claims, and whether the
agency is making diligent efforts to
implement an automated claims proc-
essing and information retrieval sys-
tem.

(2) The agency’s request for a waiver
must contain a written plan of correc-
tion specifying all steps it will take to
meet the requirements of this section.

(3) The Administrator will review
each case and if he approves a waiver,
will specify its expiration date, based
on the State’s capability and efforts to
meet the requirements of this section.

(f) Prepayment and postpayment claims
review. (1) For all claims, the agency
must conduct prepayment claims re-
view consisting of—

(i) Verification that the recipient was
included in the eligibility file and that
the provider was authorized to furnish
the service at the time the service was
furnished;

(ii) Checks that the number of visits
and services delivered are logically
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consistent with the recipient’s charac-
teristics and circumstances, such as
type of illness, age, sex, service loca-
tion;

(iii) Verification that the claim does
not duplicate or conflict with one re-
viewed previously or currently being
reviewed;

(iv) Verification that a payment does
not exceed any reimbursement rates or
limits in the State plan; and

(v) Checks for third party liability
within the requirements of § 433.137 of
this chapter.

(2) The agency must conduct post-
payment claims review that meets the
requirements of parts 455 and 456 of
this chapter, dealing with fraud and
utilization control.

(g) Reports. The agency must provide
any reports and documentation on
compliance with this section that the
Administrator may require.

(Secs. 1102 and 1902(a)(37) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1302, 1396a(a)(37)))

[44 FR 30344, May 25, 1979, as amended at 55
FR 1434, Jan. 16, 1990]

COST SHARING

§ 447.50 Cost sharing: Basis and pur-
pose.

(a) Section 1902(a)(14) of the Act per-
mits States to require certain recipi-
ents to share some of the costs of Med-
icaid by imposing upon them such pay-
ments as enrollment fees, premiums,
deductibles, coinsurance, co-payments,
or similar cost sharing charges. For
States that impose cost sharing pay-
ments, §§ 447.51 through 447.59 prescribe
State plan requirements and options
for cost sharing, specify the standards
and conditions under which States may
impose cost sharing, set forth min-
imum amounts and the methods for de-
termining maximum amounts, and pre-
scribe conditions for FFP that relate
to cost sharing requirements.

ENROLLMENT FEE, PREMIUM OR SIMILAR
COST SHARING CHARGE

§ 447.51 Requirements and options.
(a) The plan must provide that the

Medicaid agency does not impose any
enrollment fee, premium, or similar
charge upon categorically needy indi-
viduals, as defined in §§ 435.4 and 436.3

of this subchapter, for any services
available under the plan.

(b) The plan may impose an enroll-
ment fee, premium, or similar charge
on medically needy individuals, as de-
fined in §§ 435.4 and 436.3 of this sub-
chapter, for any services available
under the plan.

(c) For each charge imposed under
paragraph (b) of this section, the plan
must specify—

(1) The amount of the charge;
(2) The period of liability for the

charge; and
(3) The consequences for an indi-

vidual who does not pay.
(d) The plan must provide that any

charge imposed under paragraph (b) of
this section is related to total gross
family income as set forth under
§ 447.52.

§ 447.52 Minimum and maximum in-
come-related charges.

For the purpose of relating the
amount of an enrollment fee, premium,
or similar charge to total gross family
income, as required under § 447.51(d),
the following rules apply:

(a) Minimum charge. A charge of at
least $1.00 per month is imposed on
each—

(1) One- or two-person family with
monthly gross income of $150 or less;

(2) Three- or four-person family with
monthly gross income of $300 or less;
and

(3) Five- or more-person family with
monthly gross income of $350 or less.

(b) Maximum charge. Any charge re-
lated to gross family income that is
above the minimum listed in paragraph
(a) of this section may not exceed the
standards shown in the following table:

MAXIMUM MONTHLY CHARGE

Gross family income (per month)

Family size

1 or 2 3 or 4 5 or
more

$150 or less ..................................... $1 $1 $1
$151 or $200 ................................... 2 1 1
$201 to $250 ................................... 3 1 1
$251 to $300 ................................... 4 1 1
$301 to $350 ................................... 5 2 1
$351 to $400 ................................... 6 3 2
$401 to $450 ................................... 7 4 3
$451 to $500 ................................... 8 5 4
$501 to $550 ................................... 9 6 5
$551 to $600 ................................... 10 7 6
$601 to $650 ................................... 11 8 7
$651 to $700 ................................... 12 9 8
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MAXIMUM MONTHLY CHARGE—Continued

Gross family income (per month)

Family size

1 or 2 3 or 4 5 or
more

$701 to $750 ................................... 13 10 9
$751 to $800 ................................... 14 11 10
$801 to $850 ................................... 15 12 11
$851 to $900 ................................... 16 13 12
$901 to $950 ................................... 17 14 13
$951 to $1,000 ................................ 18 15 14
More than $1,000 ............................ 19 16 15

(c) Income-related charges. The agency
must impose an appropriately higher
charge for each higher level of family
income, within the maximum amounts
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 45
FR 24889, Apr. 11, 1980]

DEDUCTIBLE, COINSURANCE, CO-PAYMENT
OR SIMILAR COST-SHARING CHARGE

§ 447.53 Applicability; specification;
multiple charges.

(a) Basic requirements. Except as spec-
ified in paragraph (b) of this section,
the plan may impose a nominal deduct-
ible, coinsurance, copayment, or simi-
lar charge upon categorically and
medically needy individuals for any
service under the plan.

(b) Exclusions from cost sharing. The
plan may not provide for impositions of
a deductible, coinsurance, copayment,
or similar charge upon categorically or
medically needy individuals (except as
specified in paragraph (b)(6) of this sec-
tion) for the following:

(1) Children. Services furnished to in-
dividuals under 18 years of age (and, at
the option of the State, individuals
under 21, 20, or 19 years of age, or any
reasonable category of individuals 18
years of age or over but under 21) are
excluded from cost sharing.

(2) Pregnant women. Services fur-
nished to pregnant women if such serv-
ices related to the pregnancy, or to any
other medical condition which may
complicate the pregnancy are excluded
from cost sharing obligations. These
services include routine prenatal care,
labor and delivery, routine post-
partum care, family planning services,
complications of pregnancy or delivery
likely to affect the pregnancy, such as
hypertension, diabetes, urinary tract

infection, and services furnished during
the postpartum period for conditions or
complications related to the preg-
nancy. The postpartum period is the
immediate postpartum period which
begins on the last day of pregnancy and
extends through the end of the month
in which the 60-day period following
termination of pregnancy ends. States
may further exclude from cost sharing
all services furnished to pregnant
women if they desire.

(3) Institutionalized individuals. Serv-
ices furnished to any individual who is
an inpatient in a hospital, long-term
care facility, or other medical institu-
tion if the individual is required (pur-
suant to § 435.725, § 435,733, § 435.832, or
§ 436.832), as a condition of receiving
services in the institution, to spend all
but a minimal amount of his income
required for personal needs, for medical
care costs are excluded from cost shar-
ing.

(4) Emergency services. Services pro-
vided in a hospital, clinic, office, or
other facility that is equipped to fur-
nish the required care, after the sudden
onset of a medical condition mani-
festing itself by acute symptoms of suf-
ficient severity (including severe pain)
that the absence of immediate medical
attention could reasonably be expected
to result in—

(i) Placing the patient’s health in se-
rious jeopardy;

(ii) Serious impairment to bodily
functions; or

(iii) Serious dysfunction of any bod-
ily organ or part.

(5) Family planning. Family planning
services and supplies furnished to indi-
viduals of child-bearing age are ex-
cluded from cost sharing.

(6) HMO Enrollees. Services furnished
by a health maintenance organization
(HMO) to categorically needy individ-
uals enrolled in the HMO are excluded
from cost sharing. States may further
exclude copayment charges for HMO
services furnished to medically needy
individuals.

(c) Prohibition against multiple charges.
For any service, the plan may not im-
pose more than one type of charge re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.
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(d) State plan specifications. For each
charge imposed under this section, the
plan must specify—

(1) The service for which the charge
is made;

(2) The amount of the charge;
(3) The basis for determining the

charge;
(4) The basis for determining whether

an individual is unable to pay the
charge and the means by which such an
individual will be identified to pro-
viders; and

(5) The procedures for implementing
and enforcing the exclusions from cost
sharing found in paragraph (b) of this
section.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 47
FR 21051, May 17, 1982; 48 FR 5736, Jan. 8,
1983; 50 FR 23013, May 30, 1985; 55 FR 48611,
Nov. 21, 1990; 55 FR 52130, Dec. 19, 1990]

§ 447.54 Maximum allowable charges.

(a) Non-institutional services. Except
as specified in paragraph (b), for non-
institutional services, the plan must
provide that—

(1) Any deductible it imposes does
not exceed $2.00 per month per family
for each period of Medicaid eligibility.
For example, if Medicaid eligibility is
certified for a 3-month period, the max-
imum deductible which may be im-
posed on a family for that period of eli-
gibility is $6.00;

(2) Any coinsurance rate it imposes
does not exceed 5 percent of the pay-
ment the agency makes for the serv-
ices; and

(3) Any co-payments it imposes do
not exceed the amounts shown in the
following table:

States payment for the service

Maximum
copay-
ment

charge-
able to

recipient

$10 or less ............................................................. $.50
$10.01 to $25 ........................................................ 1.00
$25.01 to $50 ........................................................ 2.00
$50.01 or more ...................................................... 3.00

(b) Waiver of the requirement that cost
sharing amounts be nominal. Upon ap-
proval from HCFA, the requirement
that cost sharing charges must be
nominal may be waived, in accordance
with section 431.55(g) for nonemergency

services furnished in a hospital emer-
gency room.

(c) Institutional services. For institu-
tional services, the plan must provide
that the maximum deductible, coinsur-
ance or co-payment charge for each ad-
mission does not exceed 50 percent of
the payment the agency makes for the
first day of care in the institution.

(d) Cumulative maximum. The plan
may provide for a cumulative max-
imum amount for all deductible, coin-
surance or co-payment charges that it
imposes on any family during a speci-
fied period of time.

[48 FR 5736, Jan. 8, 1983]

§ 447.55 Standard co-payment.
(a) The plan may provide for a stand-

ard, or fixed, co-payment amount for
any service.

(b) This standard copayment amount
for any service may be determined by
applying the maximum co-payment
amounts specified in § 447.54 (a) and (b)
to the agency’s average or typical pay-
ment for that service. For example, if
the agency’s typical payment for pre-
scribed drugs is $4 to $5 per prescrip-
tion, the agency might set a standard
copayment of $0.50 per prescription.

§ 447.56 Income-related charges.
Subject to the maximum allowable

charges specified in § 447.54 (a) and (b),
the plan may provide for income-re-
lated deductible, coinsurance or co-
payment charges. For example, an
agency may impose a higher charge on
medically needy recipients than it im-
poses upon categorically needy recipi-
ents.

§ 447.57 Restrictions on payments to
providers.

(a) The plan must provide that the
agency does not increase the payment
it makes to any provider to offset un-
collected amounts for deductibles, co-
insurance, copayments or similar
charges that the provider has waived or
are uncollectable, except as permitted
under paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) For those providers that the agen-
cy reimburses under Medicare reason-
able cost reimbursement principles, in
accordance with subpart B of this part,
an agency may increase its payment to
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offset uncollected deductible, coinsur-
ance, copayment, or similar charges
that are bad debts of providers.

§ 447.58 Payments to prepaid capita-
tion organizations.

Except for HMO services subject to
the co-payment exclusion in
§ 447.53(b)(6), if the agency contracts
with a prepaid capitation organization
that does not impose the agency’s
deductibles, coinsurance, co-payments
or similar charges on its recipient
members, the plan must provide that
the agency calculates its payments to
the organization as if those cost shar-
ing charges were collected.

[48 FR 5736, Jan. 8, 1983]

FEDERAL FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION

§ 447.59 FFP: Conditions relating to
cost sharing.

No FFP in the State’s expenditures
for services is available for—

(a) Any cost sharing amounts that re-
cipients should have paid as enrollment
fees, premiums, deductibles, coinsur-
ance, copayments, or similar charges
under §§ 447.50 through 447.58 (except for
amounts that the agency pays as bad
debts of providers under § 447.57); and

(b) Any amounts paid by the agency
on behalf of ineligible individuals,
whether or not the individual had paid
any required premium or enrollment
fee.

§ 447.88 Options for claiming FFP pay-
ment for section 1920A presumptive
eligibility medical assistance pay-
ments.

(a) The FMAP rate for medical as-
sistance payments made available to a
child during a presumptive eligibility
period under section 1920A of the Act is
the regular FMAP under title XIX,
based on the category of medical as-
sistance; that is, the enhanced FMAP
is not available for section 1920A pre-
sumptive eligibility expenditures.

(b) States have the following 3 op-
tions for identifying Medicaid section
1920A presumptive eligibility expendi-
tures and the application of payments
for those expenditures:

(1) A State may identify Medicaid
section 1920A presumptive eligibility
expenditures in the quarter expended

with no further adjustment based on
the results of a subsequent actual eligi-
bility determination (if any).

(2) A State may identify Medicaid
section 1920A presumptive eligibility
expenditures in the quarter expended
but may adjust reported expenditures
based on results of the actual eligi-
bility determination (if any) to reflect
the actual eligibility status of the indi-
vidual, if other than presumptively eli-
gible.

(3) A State may elect to delay sub-
mission of claims for payments of sec-
tion 1920A presumptive eligibility ex-
penditures until after the actual eligi-
bility determination (if any) is made
and, at that time identify such expend-
itures based on the actual eligibility
status of individuals if other than pre-
sumptively eligible. At that time, the
State would, as appropriate, recat-
egorize the medical assistance expendi-
tures made during the section 1920A
presumptive eligibility period based on
the results of the actual eligibility de-
termination, and claim them appro-
priately.

[65 FR 33622, May 24, 2000]

Subpart B—Payment Methods:
General Provisions

§ 447.200 Basis and purpose.
This subpart prescribes State plan re-

quirements for setting payment rates
to implement, in part, section
1902(a)(30) of the Act, which requires
that payments for services be con-
sistent with efficiency, economy, and
quality of care.

[46 FR 48560, Oct. 1, 1981]

§ 447.201 State plan requirements.
(a) A State plan must provide that

the requirements in this subpart are
met.

(b) The plan must describe the policy
and the methods to be used in setting
payment rates for each type of service
included in the State’s Medicaid pro-
gram.

§ 447.202 Audits.
The Medicaid agency must assure ap-

propriate audit of records if payment is
based on costs of services or on a fee
plus cost of materials.
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