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43 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–00 Edition)§ 2.80

(5 U.S.C. 301, 552a and 5 U.S.C. app. sections
9(a)(1)(D) and 9(b); 5 U.S.C. 301, 552, and 552a;
31 U.S.C. 483a; and 43 U.S.C. 1460)

[40 FR 44505, Sept. 26, 1975, as amended at 40
FR 54790, Nov. 26, 1975; 47 FR 38328, Aug. 31,
1982; 48 FR 37412, Aug. 18, 1983; 48 FR 56586,
Dec. 22, 1983; 49 FR 6907, Feb. 24, 1984]

Subpart E—Legal Process: Testi-
mony by Employees and Pro-
duction of Records

SOURCE: 65 FR 46369, July 28, 2000, unless
otherwise noted.

GENERAL INFORMATION

§ 2.80 What does this subpart cover?
(a) This subpart describes how the

Department of the Interior (including
all its bureaus and offices) responds to
requests or subpoenas for:

(1) Testimony by employees in State,
territorial or Tribal judicial, legisla-
tive or administrative proceedings con-
cerning information acquired while
performing official duties or because of
an employee’s official status;

(2) Testimony by employees in Fed-
eral court civil proceedings in which
the United States is not a party con-
cerning information acquired while
performing official duties or because of
an employee’s official status;

(3) Testimony by employees in any
judicial or administrative proceeding
in which the United States, while not a
party, has a direct and substantial in-
terest;

(4) Official records or certification of
such records for use in Federal, State,
territorial or Tribal judicial, legisla-
tive or administrative proceedings.

(b) In this subpart, ‘‘employee’’
means a current or former Department
employee, including a contract or spe-
cial government employee.

(c) This subpart does not apply to:
(1) Congressional requests or sub-

poenas for testimony or records;
(2) Federal court civil proceedings in

which the United States is a party;
(3) Federal administrative pro-

ceedings;
(4) Federal, State and Tribal criminal

court proceedings;
(5) Employees who voluntarily tes-

tify, while on their own time or in ap-
proved leave status, as private citizens

as to facts or events that are not re-
lated to the official business of the De-
partment. The employee must state for
the record that the testimony rep-
resents the employee’s own views and
is not necessarily the official position
of the Department. See 5 CFR
§§ 2635.702(b), 2635.807 (b).

(6) Testimony by employees as expert
witnesses on subjects outside their offi-
cial duties, except that they must ob-
tain prior approval if required by § 2.90.

(d) This subpart does not affect the
rights of any individual or the proce-
dures for obtaining records under the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
Privacy Act, or statutes governing the
certification of official records. The
Department FOIA and Privacy Act reg-
ulations are found at 43 CFR Part 2,
subparts B and D.

(e) Nothing in this subpart is in-
tended to impede the appropriate dis-
closure under applicable laws of De-
partment information to Federal,
State, territorial, Tribal, or foreign
law enforcement, prosecutorial, or reg-
ulatory agencies.

(f) This subpart only provides guid-
ance for the internal operations of the
Department, and neither creates nor is
intended to create any enforceable
right or benefit against the United
States.

§ 2.81 What is the Department’s policy
on granting requests for employee
testimony or Department records?

(a) Except for proceedings covered by
§ 2.80(c) and (d), it is the Department’s
general policy not to allow its employ-
ees to testify or to produce Department
records either upon request or by sub-
poena. However, if you request in writ-
ing, the Department will consider
whether to allow testimony or produc-
tion of records under this subpart. The
Department’s policy ensures the or-
derly execution of its mission and pro-
grams while not impeding any pro-
ceeding inappropriately.

(b) No Department employee may
testify or produce records in any pro-
ceeding to which this subpart applies
unless authorized by the Department
under §§ 2.80 through 2.90 United States
ex rel. Touhy v. Ragen, 340 U.S. 462
(1951).
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