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(iii) Determines that the disputed
issues are outside the scope of the De-
partment’s review, the Secretary will
inform the subject and the HIPDB of
the determination. The Secretary will
include a brief statement (Secretarial
Statement) in the report describing the
findings. The report will be removed
from ‘‘disputed status.’’ The HIPDB
will distribute the report and the state-
ment(s) to previous queriers (where
identifiable), the reporting entity and
the subject of the report.

(iv) Determines that the adverse ac-
tion was not reportable and therefore
should be removed from the HIPDB,
the Secretary will inform the subject
and direct the HIPDB to void the re-
port. The HIPDB will distribute a no-
tice to previous queriers (where identi-
fiable), the reporting entity and the
subject of the report that the report
has been voided.

[64 FR 57758, Oct. 26, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 71041, Dec. 20, 1999]

§ 61.16 Immunity.
Individuals, entities or their author-

ized agents and the HIPDB shall not be
held liable in any civil action filed by
the subject of a report unless the indi-
vidual, entity or authorized agent sub-
mitting the report has actual knowl-
edge of the falsity of the information
contained in the report.
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Subpart A—General

§ 63.1 Purpose and scope.
(a) Applicability. Except to the extent

inconsistent with an applicable Federal
statute the regulations in this part
apply to all grant awards of Federal as-
sistance made by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation or
his designee, hereinafter referred to in
this part as the Assistant Secretary.
Such grants include those under sec-
tion 232 of the Community Services Act
(42 U.S.C. 2835), section 1110 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1310), sec-
tion 392A of the Communications Act
of 1934, and such other authority as
may be delegated to the Assistant Sec-
retary for policy research activities.

(b) Exceptions to applicability. The
award and administration of contracts
and cooperative agreements by the As-
sistant Secretary shall not be covered
by this subchapter. Contracts entered
into by the Assistant Secretary shall
be subject to the regulations in 41 CFR
Chapters 1 and 3. Generally, the Assist-
ant Secretary will select between grant
and contract procedures and instru-
ments, both with regard to the solicita-
tion process and with respect to unso-
licited proposals, on the basis of cri-
teria set forth in the proposed revision
of 41 CFR 3–1.53 published at 39 FR
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27469 at any subsequent revision there-
of.

(c) Objectives—(1) Policy Research. The
overall objective of policy research ac-
tivities is to obtain information, as it
relates to the mission of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
about the basic causes of and methods
for preventing and eliminating poverty
and dependency and about improved
methods for delivering human re-
sources services. Such information is
obtained through the conduct of basic
and applied research, statistical anal-
yses, and demonstrations and evalua-
tions which have demonstrated a high
probability of impacting on the formu-
lation or modification of major Depart-
mental policies and programs.

(2) Telecommunications Demonstrations.
The overall objective of the Tele-
communications Demonstration Pro-
gram is to promote the development of
nonbroadcast telecommunications fa-
cilities and services for the trans-
mission, distribution, and delivery of
health, education, and social service
information.

[40 FR 23295, May 29, 1975, as amended at 42
FR 36149, July 13, 1977]

§ 63.2 Eligibility for award.
(a) Groups and organizations eligible.

Except where otherwise prohibited by
law, any public or nonprofit private
agency, institution, or organization
which is found by the Assistant Sec-
retary to be authorized and qualified
by educational, scientific, or other rel-
evant competence to carry out a pro-
posed project in accordance with the
regulations of this subchapter shall be
eligible to receive a grant under this
part.

(b) Project eligible—(1) Policy Research.
Any project found by the Assistant
Secretary to be a research, pilot, eval-
uation, or demonstration project with-
in the meaning of this section and § 63.1
shall be eligible for an award. Eligible
projects may include planning, policy
modeling or research utilization stud-
ies; experiments; demonstrations; field
investigations; statistical data collec-
tions or analyses; or other types of in-
vestigation or studies, or combinations
thereof, and may either be limited to
one aspect of a problem or subject, or
may consist of two or more related

problems or subjects for concurrent or
consecutive investigation and may in-
volve multiple disciplines, facilities,
and resources.

(2) Telecommunications Demonstrations.
Any projects which meet the special
criteria in § 63.6(c) shall be eligible for
a telecommunications demonstration
grant.

[40 FR 23295, May 29, 1975, as amended at 42
FR 36149, July 13, 1977]

§ 63.3 Program announcements and so-
licitations.

(a) In each fiscal year the Assistant
Secretary may from time to time so-
licit applications through one or more
general or specialized program an-
nouncements. Such announcements
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as notices and will include:

(1) A clear statement of the type(s) of
applications requested;

(2) A specified plan, time(s) of appli-
cation, and criteria for reviewing and
approving applications;

(3) Any grant terms or conditions of
general applicability (other than those
set forth in this part) which are nec-
essary (i) to meet the statutory re-
quirements of applicable legislation,
(ii) to assure or protect the advance-
ment of the project, or (iii) to conserve
grant funds.

(b) Applications for grants: Any ap-
plicant eligible for grant assistance
may submit on or before such cutoff
date or dates as the Assistant Sec-
retary may announce in program so-
licitations, an application containing
such pertinent information and in ac-
cordance with the forms and instruc-
tions as prescribed herein and addi-
tional forms and instructions as may
be specified by the Assistant Secretary.
Such application shall be executed by
the applicant or an official or rep-
resentative of the applicant duly au-
thorized to make such application. The
Assistant Secretary may require any
party eligible for assistance under this
subchapter to submit a preliminary
proposal for review and approval prior
to the acceptance of an application
submitted under these provisions.

(c) All applications and preliminary
proposals should be addressed to:
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